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PREFACE. 



A NOW difchargc my promife, arid 
complete my deiign, of writing the Hif- 
tory of the Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire, both in the Weft and 
.the Eaft. The whole period extends 
from the age of Trajan and the Anto- 
nines, to the taking of Conftantinople. 
by Mahomet the fccond ; and includes a 
review of the Crufades and the ftate of 
Rome during the middle Ages. Since 
the publication . of the lirft volume, 
twelve years haveelapfed; twel vie years, 
according to my wim, *^ of health, of ^ 
" leifute, and of perfeverance.** I may ^ 
now congratulate my deliverance from 
a long and laborious fervice, and my fa- 
tisfadlion will be pure and peffed, if the 
public favour fhould be extended to the 
conclufion of my work. 

It was my firft intention to have 
eoUeded under one view the nume- 
rous authors, of every age and lan- 
guage, from whom I have derived the 

Vol. VII. A 2 materials 



XV PREFACE. 

materials of this hiftory ^ and I am ftill 
convinced that the apparent oftentation 
would be more than compenfated by real 
ufe. If I have renounced this idea ; if 
I have declined an undertaking which 
had obtained the approbation of a maf- 
ter-artift *, my excufe may be found in 
> the extreme difficulty of affigning a pro- 
per meafure to fuch a catalogue. A 
naked lift of names and editions would 
not be fatisfadory either to my fclf or 
my readers : the characters of the prin- 
cipal Authors of the Roman ^nd Byajan- 
tine Hiftpry, have been occ^fionally 
conneded with the events which they 
defcfibe j a more copious and critical 
enquiry might indeed deferve, but it 
would demand, an elaborate volume, 
which might fwcll by degrees into a ge- 
neral library of hiftorical writers. For 
the prefent I Ihall content myfelif with 
renewing my ferious proteftation, that I 
have al\yays endeavoured to draw from 
the fountain-head ; that my curiofity, 
as well as a fcnfe of duty, has always 
urged me to ftudy the originals 5 and 
that, if they have^fometimes eluded my 
fearch, I have carefully marked the fe- 
condary evidence, on whofe faith a paf* 
fage or a fad were reduced to depend. 
I ihall foon vifit the banks of the lake 

Qf 

• Sec Dr. Robertfon's Prcfece to his Hiftory of America, 
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of Laufahne, a country which I have 
known and loved from my early youth. 
Under a mild government, amidft a 
beauteous landfkip, in a life of leifure 
and independence, and among a people 
of cafy and elegant manners, I have en- 
joyed, and may again hope to enjoy, 
the varied pleafures of retirement and 
fociety. But I (hall ever glory in the 
name and charader of an Engliftiman : 
I am proud of my birth in a free and 
enlightened country ; and the approba- 
tion of that country is the heft and 
moft honourable reward of my labours. 
Were I ambitious of any other Patron 
than the public, I would infcribe this 
work to a Statefman, who, in a long, a 
ftormy, and at length an unfortunate 
adminiftration, had many political op- 
ponents, almoft without a perfonal ene- 
my : who has retained, in his fall fromV 
power, many faithful and difinterefted 
friends ; and who, under the preffure of 
fevere infirmity, enjoys the lively vigour 
of his mind, and the felicity of his in- 
comparable temper. Lord North /^ 
will permit me to exprefs the feelings of 
friendfhip in the language of truth : but 
even truth and friendfhip (hould be 
filent, if he ftill difpenfed the favours 
of the crown. 

In a remote folitude, vanity may ftill 
whifper in my ear, that my readers; per- 
haps. 
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haps, may enquire, whether, jn the cofir 
clufion of the prefent W9r^, I -a^i npw 
taking an everlafting farewell. They 
fhall hear all that . I know myjCetf, {ill 
that I could reveal to the moft ijotfint^tje 
friend. The motives of adjoa or filenpe 
are now equally bal^n^ce^? ^^X ,<¥^ I 
pronounce in my rnoft fecret tbQ^ghf^^ 
on which fide the fcale will prepQn* 

^ derate. I cannot diffemble thfM: twdvff 

ample odavos mufl hjuve tried, ^fid.inay 
have exhaufied, the indulgeiu;^ Qf th^ 
Public i th^t^ in the repetit}9n;of J^n^lar 

, attempts, a fuccefsful AutluiMr ha$ ntRch 

more to lc>fe, than he x:^n bpp^ tp ^jaia i 

[ ^hat I am jjow defcepding into t^e k^I? 

[ "^ of years 5 a?id th?it the mpft refp$<Sahle 

^ ^ ' of my countrymen, the mew whow 1 

^fpjre to imitate, have refignieid ikP p©w 

of hiftory abo^it the faipe period of thejr 

lives. Yet I copfider that the ^irinajs of 

ancient and mpd^n tiiqes n^y ^jiiodcd 

many rich and interefling fubje;i^s i ik^t 

1 am ftill poffeire4 oif fcealtb wd Iejj6ii)e ; 

^ that \^ by the practice pf writing, fome 

"" fldll and facility muft be acquired j ajad 

^ * that in the arden|; purfiiit of tfuth and 

" "knowledge, I am nqt confcioaas pf de? 

cay. To an adiye mind, indplence is 

more painful than iabp^^ ; ^»d thie firft 

months of my liberty will be occupied 

and amufcd in the pxcurfions pf curio- 

fity aiifl talle.' By fuch tpjppt^tipns, I 

have 
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have been fometimes feduced from the 
rigid duty even of a pleafing and volun« 
tary talk : but my time will now be my 
own ; and in the ufe or abufe of inde- 
pendence, I (hall no longer fear my own 
reproaches or thofe of my friends. I am 
iairly entiltled to a year of jubilee : next 
fummer and the following winter will 
rapidly pafs away 5 and experience only 
can determine whether I fhall ilill prefer 
the freedom and variety of ftudy to the 
defign and compofition of a regular 
work, which animates, while it con- 
fines, the daily application of the Au- 
thor. Caprice and accident may influ- 
ence my choice ; but the dexterity of 
felf-Iove will contrive to applaud either 
slQivc induftry, or philolbphic rcpofe. 

Do W N I Jl G-St R E E T , 

May I, 1788. 
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P. S. Ifliall embrace this opportunity of 
introducing two v^rA^j/ remarks, which have 
not conveniently offered themfelves to my 
notice, i. As often as I ufe the definitions 
of beyond the Alps, the Rhine, the Danube, 
&c. I generally fuppofemyfelf at Rome, and 
afterwards at Conftantinople : without ob- 
ferving whether this relative geography may 
agree with the local, but variabk, fituation 
or the reader, or the hiftorian. 2. In proper 
names of foreign, and efpecially of Oriental 
origin, it fliould be always our aim to ex- 
prefs in our Englifli verfion, a faithful copy 
of the , original. But this rule, which is 
founded on a juft regard to uniformity and 
truth, muft often be relaxed ; and the excep- 
tions will be limited or enlarged by the cuf- 
tom of the language and the tafte of the inter- 
preter. Our alphabets may be often defec- 
tive : a harih found, an uncouth fpelling, 
might offend the ear or the eye of our country- 
men ; and fpme words, notorioufly corrupt, 
are fixed, and, as it were, naturalifed in the 
vulgar tongue. The prophet Mohammed can 
no longer be ftripped of the famous, though 
imprpper appellation of Mahomet : the wdl- 
know|i cities of Aleppo, Damafcus, and Csdro, 
would alnioft be loft in the ftrange defcripti- 
6ns of Hdlehj Demajhk^ and M Cahira : the ti- 
tles and offices of the Ottoman empire are fa- 
fliioned by the practice of three hundred 
years j and we are pleafed to blend the three 
' • > Chincfe 
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Chinefe monofyllfsibles, Con-JH-tzee in the ref- 
pecbible name of Confiicius, or even to adopt 
the Portuguefe corruption of Mandarin. But 
I would vary the ufe of Zoroafter and Zerdujhtj 
as I drew my information from Greece or 
Peffia : fince our connedtion with Ihdi^, the 
genuine Timottrl^ reftored to the throne of 
Tamerlane : our moift correft writers h'avt r^e- 
trdiiched the AI, the firperfluous alticlfe^ frofn 
tlie Kioran j and we efcape an ambiguous ter- 
mination, by adopting M^Jlm inftead bf Muf- 
nlmah, in the plural iiundber. Irithefe, and 
in kthouiand examples, the iOiades of tliftinc- 
tion are often minute } and I can feel, where 
I cannot explain, the taotives of my di'oice. 

-<3^At.the end of the Hiftory, the reader wfll 
find a general Index to the twelve Volumes, 
' whidi has been drawn up by a perfon 
frequently employed in works of this na- 
ture. 
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^FTER the fall of the Roman Empire in 
the Wdft, an interval of fifty years^ tiJl the ^.^^^l 
memorable reign of Jtiftinian, is faintly mark- 
ed by the obfcure names and imperfed annals 
of Zeno, Anaftafius, and JufUn, who fuccef- 
fively afcended the throne of Conftantinople. 
During the fame period, Italy revived and 
flourimed under the government of a Gothic 
Vo^. VIL B kipg. 



1 TME nUCLmE Ai^G PAIL 

king^ who might have deferved a ftatud 
among the beft atid bfaveft of the ancient 
Romans* 
Krtiiaod . Theodoric the Oftrogoth, the fourteenth 
education ill Hneal defcent of the? royal line of the Ama- 
^^Thcodo-u^j^^ was born in the neighbourhood of Vi- 
A.D. enna,(2) two years after the death of Attila. 
455-475* A recent vidory had reftbred the indepen- 
' dence of the Oftrogoths ; and the tnree 
* brothers, Walamir, Thcodemir^ and Widi^- 
mir, who ruled that warlike nation wkh unit- 
ed counfels, had feparately pitched their habi- 
tations in the fertile though defobte province 
of Pannonia. The Huns ftill threatened their 
revolted fubje^, but their hafty attack was 
repelled by tne fingle forces of Walamir, apd 
the news of his victory reached the diffant 
camp of his brother in the fame aufpicibus n)io-< 
merit that the favourite concubine of Thepde- 
mir was delivered of a fon and heir* In the 
eighth year of his age, Theodoric waa reluc- 
tantly yielded by hi^ father to the public Site- 
reft, as a pledge of an alliance -which Leo,* 
emperor of the Eaft, iad confented to pur- 
chafe by an annual iubfidy of three hundred 
pounds of gold. The royal hoftage was -edu- 
cated at Conftantinople ^dth care and terider- 
nefs. His body was formed to all the exercif- 

(i) Jornan«!c8 (de 'Rebii* Gericis, c, fj, 14, p. 6J9, 63o;«dir« 
. Grot.) has dra^n the' pedigree of Theodoric from Gapt, one of the 
jtnfgs or Demi- gods who lived about the time of Oomitian. Caflio- 
dorhis, the firA who celebrates the r<9)'al race of the A malt ( Variar^ 
. %iii. 5.ix »5. X. a. xi. 1. 1> reckons the grandfon of Thcodorle'as the 
xviith in dcfccnt, Perlngfciold (iheSwcdifhcoTOmentatoif' of Coch- 
lonis. Vit. Theodoric. p. 171, &c. Stockholm, 1699. ) labosrs to 
conned this genealogy wiih the legends or traditions of his native 
country. 

(a) More correAlyon the backs of the lake BeIfo(Nieui]edler- fee) 
. near Qamuntum, alinoft on the faxfte fjpot where Marcus Antoninus 
compofed his meditations ( Jornandes, c; 52. p. 659-* Scverin Paimo* 
niftlUuttr^^y p.a». Cellariusy Geography Antiq.tom.i p 350. ]• 
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es of war, his mind waJs expanded by the hi* 
bits of liberal converfation ; he frequented thd 
£Jiools of the moft fkilfnl mafters ; but he (fif- 
dained or negle<5ted the arts of Greece, and fo 
ignorant did he always renlain of the firft de- 
ments of fdence, that a fude mark was con- 
trived to reprefent the iign^tui'e of the illite- 
rate king of Italy ^3).. As foon as he had at- 
tained the age of eighteen, he was reftored to 
the wiihes o( the Oftrogoths, whom the em-' 
peror aipired to gain by liberality and confi- 
dence. Walamir had fallen in battle; the 
youn^eftof the brothers, Widimir, had led 
away into Italy and Gaul an army of Barbari- 
ans, and the whole nation acknowledged for 
thOT king the father of Theodoric, His fero- 
cious fufcjefts admired' the ftrength and ftature 
of their young prince (4); and he foon con- 
vinced them uiat he had not degenerated from 
the valour of his anceftors. At the head of 
fix thouiand volunteers he fecretly left the 
camp in queft of adventures, defcended the 
Danube as far as Singidunum or Belgrade, 
and foon returned to his father with the fpoils 
of a Sarmatian king whom he had van^uiihed 
and flain. Such triumphs, however, were 
produftive only of fiune, and the invincible 
Oftrogoths were reduced to extreme diftrefs 
by the want o£ clothing and food. They 
B a ' unanimoully 

{3) The four fixft letters of ku mm (esoA) were inlccibe^ «n a 
gold plate, -and when ic was fix^d on the paper, the king drew his 
pen thr'otigh tlie interval* (Aoouyni. 'Vzlefian. ad calcem Amm. 
MarcclUn. p.jaa)./ This autbcntic £aja, with the ^jftim-pnT of 
Procopius, or at lead of the contemporary Goths (Gotnic.l.i. c. 2. 
p. 3x1.), faroutweighi the vagae praifes of Snnodius (Sirmeiid. 
opera, torn. i. p. 15116.) and Thepphaoes (Chronograph, p. i »«.) 

(4) Statura eft qui»d«figBet proceritate Kgz)aa:em (£Bqodi<is,p. 
1614 ). The bijliop of Pivia ;f mean the ^cclcfiailic who wiflicd^t* 
be a biihop) then proceeds to celebrate the complexion, eycs^ hand»> 
ibci of hiifdvcxciign. ...\ v 
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ummmottfly tekived to defert tlucir Faaaonlk 
an eiu:ainpznents» and txddly to advance into 
the warm and wealthy neighbottFbcx)d of the 
By^ntine court, whichr already maintained 
m prideaad hucury £o many bsmds of confe- 
derate Goths* A^er proving by fbme qbQm of 
hoitiUty that they could be dampovs^ or at 
leafttroublefome enemies, the Ofiroeoths fidd 
at a high price their reconciliation and fidelity^ 
accq^ed a* donative of lan<b and money, and 
were entrufted with the defence of the lower 
Danube, under the command of Theodoric, 
who fucceeded after his father's dsath to the 
hereditary throneof the Amali (5). 
Thereigft Au hcro", defceudcd from a raceofkings^ 
""^a^d! «*^* ^^ve defpifed the bafe liaurian who was 
474—491- Hiveftedwith the Roma» purple, wfthout any 
^^^^•^^'•5-endowments of mind or body, without any 
advantages of royal births or fiipesior qualifi* 
eationsv After the failure of the Theodofian 
Hne, the choice of Pulchma and of the &nate 
might be jufBfied in fbme meafureby thecha«* 
ra^rs of Martian and Lea, but the latter of 
thefe princes confirmed and difhonoured his 
reign bythe perfidious murder of Afear and 
his fens, who too rigoroufly exaded tne debt 
of gratitude and obedtence. The inheritance 
of Xea and of the Eafl was peaceably cfevolvcd 
on Ms infant grandfbn, the fon of his daugh* 
ter Ariadne ; and her Haurian hufband, the 
fortunate Trafcalifieus, exdianged that bar- 
barous found for the Grecian a{^)ellation of 
2^enp» .After the deceafe of the elder Leo, 
he approached with unnatund refjpeft the 

throne 

(5) The ftatc of the Ottrogoths, Jmdthc firft rears of Theod^rie, 
Ate /ihumI in Jornanded (c. 51 — 56. p. 689 — 696) and Malchns (Ex- 
cerpt. Legat. p. 7%^ZoJ)f wh(^ etroAeonfly ftjles him the fon •! 
Walamir, 
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thtone of Jiis fon^ humUjr recdv^d^ as a ffSt^ 
tiielec<md rank in the empire, aiidfi)cHi«xdu 
^ the poUic fiu^don on the fodden and pre* 
nstun death of Us yontigcolteagtte) whofe 
jife ecHdd no longer promote the fncce&of hit 
ionbiiMii. ftitthepahoe of Gonftanthiople 
iras ruled by female inftoence, and agitated t>7 
female pafiions : uid V^kia, the widow « 
Leo, dttming h» empire as her own, pro- 
iioanGed a fentaiee of depofition againft the 
worths and ungrateftd fervant on whofin ihe 
mioiie hadbeftowed thelcc^tre (^the £afi(6> 
As feotias fte founded a revolt in the ears of 
Zeno, he fled ^th precq)itation into the 
»0]|fitaiiiipf fiaoria, and her brother BafiliC- 
€tts, akeady tn£unoiis by Ms African expedi- 
tion ^7)9 ^^^^ unanimottfly proclaimed by the 
Ibrvile fenate. But the reim of the ufurper^ 
^mi6 ikort and turbulent^ Bs^ifixitprefufned 
toaiaffinatethe lomr of his£lttf; he dared 
^o oSaad the lover of his wife, the vam and 
infeieM Harmatius, who, in the ttddft of Afi- 
atic; kEMry , alBEefted t}ie drefi, the demetnottr, 
jdid ^tiimiMM of AcUfleg (8). By the con- 
fiiirac^oftbemakconttoto, Zeno was retailed 
:^om esSe, thearmks, the csqdl^, the perfon 
of Bscffifeas, were banyed, and his whole 
£ynily wa^ cmidemned to the long agony of 
cold and hwiger by the inhuman conqu<»or^ 
'Who wanted courage to encounter » to for* 
giirehl^ enemies. The hau^ity ipirk of Ve^ 
ma was fUU incapable of fubmimon or repofe. 
She provoked the enmity of a fivouritc gene- 

ral, 

(6)The^hanes (p, iir.) infertsa copy of Ker/#rrM/leCters to the 

|laa«x«« TMrnAXXMraiw, Ac. Such female prett nfiom wouM h»^ 
•ftMMflMd the Haves of tiiejEr^ CBfiun. 

(7) Vol. m. p. 477— 4«o^ ,. ^ ^ 
.^4S) SAiidas, torn, i, p. 3 3a, ^ 3. edit. Kuftcr, 
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ral, embraced his caufe as foon as he was dif^ 
gi^cfidy ,cr»ted a jiew emperoF«m Sytia and 
Egypt, raifed an army of feventy tbou&nd 
men^. and perfifted to thelaft moment of. h^ 
life in a, fruitlds rebellion, whichf: jocording 
tothefaihion of the age, had been .prckii^ted 
by Chriftian hermits and Pagah magici^ 
ans. While the eaft was affided by- the pafr 
fiqns of Verina, Jier daughter Arindb^ was 
difiingUiihed by the female virtues of mildnefi 
and ^elity j ihe followed her hufbahd in his 
issile, and after his^reftoration Shtimj^M^ 
his dbmency in favour 6f her motherv rOjt the 
g[^^°*^*deceafe Of Zeno, Ariadne, the daughter, Ithc 
"a. d m6thfr,jAnd the wide»^,Qf-an empioror^ gave 
ApVrf ju- herhMidftnd the Imp^ial title to AnaJftafius, 
ij 8. " an aged d^rtieftic oitkfi palacej who furvived 
his elevation aboyfeitwienty-fevenyejirsi and 
whiofe ch^racler is attefted by thie. aocbuna^ 
tifm .of the people, /^ Reign as you ^ have 
f'.'Iiyed.(9>r.. .• -.rl-::-- '- -'-':};. - 

serviccand Whatfetfir jfcar-o^ -aflciftion coutfl jaeftow, 
i^hTodork. w^fi'^^fely 1*^^^ Zeno on.thc Jfaitgof 

AD. theOftiK)^th5; tl^5rlmkx)f patrician-anflcon- 
475-488. ful,;theLQpininand,Qf the Pahtineltif^^ 

eqi^ftrian ftsrtue, a !liyeafui:e in gold W fflvcr 
i)f tmnj' tjKouiatid.po»rtds, the nameof fon, 
and-the^premife of a,d<lJi and honour^le wife, 
Asjong as TheojJoric^iJOndefcended to ferve, 
hie . f^ppoyted with : conra^ and fidelity the 
ca]tifepf hi$ benefad^c^jr ; his rapid march con- 
.; - - . .- tributed 

(9) The contemporary hiftorlcs of MaJchus and Candidas are loft ; 
butfomc cxtraiftsor fragments have been favcd by Photiws (Ixxviii. 
Ixxix. p. 100—102.), Conilantine Porphyrogenitus (Excerpt. Leg. 
• p. 7^ — 97')» .fw4 in vafipus articles of the Lexicon of Suidas. The 
Chrenicle of IV^^rc/sllinqs (Imago Hi&ori«) are originals for tjie 
reigns of Zenp ^1)4 Anaftafius ; and 1 muft acknowledge, . almoft for 
the laft time, my obligations. to th« large and accurate .^oUe^ions of 
TIJ]emont(Hift. des Emp. torn. vi. E^47a— .65a.}, 
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%ribut@d i6 the rcftoration of; Zcno ; and ill 
the feeond retolt, the Wal^rmrs^ as th^ were 
called, pudued and {ireflKd^he Afiatic reBcis' 
tin they feft an eafy Vifto^ to the Imperii 
troops ( lo). • But the fefthftil fervlnt tiras fed- 
dfenly- converted into a foririidibleeneihy , who 
i^reaif the flames of war frohi Conftantifio^W 
to Ae Adri^ic ; marijr fl6urHhing> cities were 
reduced to aihes, ' and the agriculttrre of 
Thrace was alihoft extirpated by ithc ^fersmtdii 
crucky<)f' the Goths, who^deprived their cap^ 
tire pcs^attts of the right hand that guided thd 
ploii^ (i i). On fuch bccafibnsi Th^odotic 
iufiaihed the toud and ipeetoiis reproach of tKfi 
loyalty, of ^ ingratitude^ and of mfatiate ava- 
rice, M4Hdi <^uld be ohfy e^dc^^ 
neceffity of his fittiationi He reigned not aS 
the monarch, but as fhe inlmfier of a feroci- 
cnis people, whdfe l|^rit was imbfoken by fla- 
■very, and impatient of teifldf imaginary itf- 
Hihs/ Their poverty wailmnihtble: fince the 
moft fiberaJ <fonatives wore ibK)n difli^ in 
waftdfid luxury, and thfci thcift fertile eftates 
became barren in theit hai^s ; they defpifed, 
but they envied, the laborious provincials ; 
and wtieh their fubfiftence had fiufed, the Of- 
trOgothsen^brsicedthe familiar refburces of war 
and rapine. It had been the wHh of Tlieodoric 
(fuchatleaftwashisdedaration), to lead a peace- 
ful, 

(f o) Ib ip& cotigtcCoiiis cwi forftw ceffit invrnTor, torn fffugt 
per te fceptn redderentar dc fidute dnbitanti. EanodtM then pn- 
eeed8(p. 1596, 1597. torn. i. Sirmond.) to tranfport kis hero (on a 
flying dngon I) into if&thiopia, beyond the tropic of Cancer. The 
evidence of the Valefiao fragment (p, 7i7.)> Liberatut (Brav. 
Svtych. c. 25. p. iiS), and Theophanes (p. iia.)> » "O're fober 
and rational. 

( 1 1 )Thi4 crad pnidice is fpeciaUy immtted to the Trmriaii Goths, 
lefs barbarous, as it fhoold fcem, than the ff^alamirs ; but the fon of 
Theodemiris charged withthcruinofmaayRHnao cities (Malchus, 
Bxccrpt. leg. p. 95.). 



<$cytl|u, itill tlie Byzantine^ fCf)u^) by 
^ pn<lid:ajid falJ^^iompro^ 
|x^,atta^ a conl^'^er^e trib^ of Gqtl^ wiio 
1^^ 1>^Q engaged mthe forty of oBaffiUfcu& 
^e .mardied irom, l^^ ftadon ia. ]yMiia» -OQ 
tbe foiemn aiSura^^ . ti^t be£w^ ' Jbe; r^icb^ 
AdBanople, helhp^ a-glmtifiui cqii«- 

?^y ^; prOvifioosi agd..a reni^forqeai^t of 
ei^ibt thoufaod hprfe. . and UiQty:. tb^uismd 
jSpoj:, whUetLe^gif^ ^€aHip<- 

fd. j^t.^Her^i^d^ :^ ^iecotid lus opgnitioiia 
T)i4^ meafur€»n^ Appointed tb;^ ^tual 
feiJ^W* Ml %*:^vanc?d ia^tp : I)i|^^ .the 
•^!i^ <>^:.T)^c^f9^^al^V^ *^ inbc^itable fo- 
|^W^,j',ajwi; bJ^:^t^)fottqweM, Mdtha h€S%. 
f^T^^B:0^ bqr^ oF^ffffllesi .a«d pJ^ waggpafi^ 

jroc^ %iid prf Of if e&.>^ r JVkMial $ondis». wh^P^ 
Ji^ wg^ .afia^kej^lry:.^ ,arms aadrinve^yes ^ 
Thepdpfic tbSL-JfeR'-^f' 'J'riarivs. : From |i 
^^n^bfa«^9g;Jb^ j^mi bst- 

^i^gued . the ^jcf^nip .pf the I^^i^^, adgi4 
branded t|u3k;^ud^ jvdf^ ^ -f^ppcc^ricHils 
lumesof chUdf q£ inadDtian, of pegw trs^- 
jtor, t^c ^ew?y :pf-.^ bU?o4. and 3aatio«. 
^' M$ yw ^gwi^BttK":: cxdaiined, the fon . of 
Triarwfs: ** thj^vit :is : the coi|£bi|it;ppUcy pf 
. f ^ th^ , Romans to deftrpy ^ the Goths by eodi 
^f others fwords ? Are you infeniible tli^t the 
" viftor in this unnatural conteft will be ex- 
>^ poied, and jofily expofed^ to their implaca. 
« ble revenge ? TiVherfci zxt thofe warriors, my 
*^ kinfinen and thy pwn^ who& widows now 
♦'lament that thfeir liVes were lacrificed to 
♦' thy rafli ambition ? Where is the wealth 
" which thy foldlers poffefled when they were 
'* firft allured from their native homes to 

" enlift 
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<' ^dai under thy ihndard ?*Each of them 
** was then mafier of three or foxur horfes ; 
^^ they noW fdUiow thee on foot like flaves, 
^* through the deferts of Thrace ; thofe men 
*• who were tempted by the hope of meafiir- 
^^ il^g gold with a buihel, thde brave men . 
*^ who are as £ree and as noble as thyf^/* 
A language fo wdl fuited to the temper of the 
Goths, excited damour and difcontent ; and 
the fist of Theodennr, af^ehenfive of being 
left alone^ was compdled to embrace his bre« 
thren, and to imitate the example of Roman 
perficty (ii2). 

In every flate of his fortune, the prudence He under- 
and firmneis of Theodoric were equally con^^^^^^^ 
^icuous;. whether he thneatened Confbanti** itaiy. 
ttoph at: the -head of the confederate Goths, ^- ^' ^*'- 
or retreated with a ^thful band to the mcMin^ 
ts&M and iea^coaft of Ephrus. At length the 
accidental death of the fim of Triarius (13) 
deflbroyed the balance which the Romans had 
been fo anxious to preferve, the whole na; 
tion acknowledged the fhpremacy of the 
Amali, and the Byzantine court fubfcribed 
an ignominiousand oopreflivctreaty ( 1 4). The 
fenate had already declared, thkt it was necef- 
fary to chufe a- party among the Goths, fince 
the public was unequal to the fuiq)ort of their 
united forces ; a fubfidy of two thoufand 

pounds 

(11) Jormndes (c. 56, 57. p. 696.) difpltystlie ferfice$ of Theo- 
doric, confefTes bis^rewards, but diflerablcs his revoke of which 
-fncb curious details liave beea prf ferved by MtkhiA (Excerpt. Legat. 
. p* 7^-^7*)' MafcclltBnt, a demeftic of Jdftiiiiafi^ luider whofe ivth 
confulftiip (a. D. 534.) he compofcd bis-Chronide (SctUgcr, The- 
iaurus Temporum, P; li. p. 34-^5 i»),"hetmjs hit prejudice and 
paifioD ; in Grsciam dcbacchantem . . . Zenonis munificentil peoe 
pacatus » . . beneficils nuoquam fatiatut, Ac, 

(13) As he was riding in his own camp, an unruly horfe threw 
hite againftthe point of a fpear whkh hung before a tent, or was 
fixed on a waggon (Marcellin. in Chnw. Evagriofl, L iii. c. 25). 

(14) See Malchtts (p. 91.), add £vagrius (I iii. c. 35,). 
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pounds of gold, with the ample pay of thir- 
teen thoufand men, were required for the 
leaft confiderable of their arinies(i5); and 
the Ifiuzrians, who guarded not the empire 
but the emperor, enjoyed, befides the privi- 
lege of rapine, an annual penfiom of frsre 
thoufand pounds The fagacious mind of 
Theodoric foon perceived that he' waa odi6us 
to the Romans, and funded by the Barbae 
lians ; he underftood the popular murmur, 
that his fubjefts were expofed in their iipo2cn 
huts to int<derable hardihips, while their king 
was diflblved in the luxury of Greece, and 
he prevented the painful alternative of en- 
Qountering the Goths, as the champion, or 
of leading them to the field as the enemy, of 
TL&kO. Embradng^an enterprife worthy of his 
courage and ambition, Theodimc addreffed 
the emperor in the following words i; ^*A1. 
** though your fervant is maintained in bfflu- 
f' ence by y6ur liberality, gradoufly liften to 
** the wiflbes of my heart ! Italy, the inherit 
*^'tance of your predeceflbrs, and Rome itfelf 
"the head and miftrefs of the world, now 
' " fluduate under the violence and c^)preifion 
** of Odoacer the mercenary. Dir^ me, with 
** my national troops, to march againft the 
^* tyrant. If I fall, you will be relieved from 
" an expeufivc and troublcfome friend ; If, 
** with the Divine permiflion, I fucceed, I 
*' fhall govern in your name, and to your glo- 
** ry, the Roman fenate, and the part of the 
** republic delivered from flavery by my vie- 
" torious arms." The propofal of Theodoric 
was accepted, and perhaps had been fuggeft- 

ed, 

(t5) Malchutt, p. 85. In a fingle aflion, which vrat decided hy 
the ikill aD4{ difciplioe •( Sabrnian, Theodoric could iofe 5000 meik. 
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fd, by the Byzantine court. But the forms 
of the commiflion or grant, appear to have 
been exprefled with a prudent ambiguity, 
which might be explained by the event ; and 
it waji left dQvJbtftil, whether the conqueror of 
lt4y Chould rdign as the Lieutenant, the 
va£^, or the affy of the emperor of the, 

Eaft(i6). ..^ . 

The reputation both of the leader and of hu march, 
jhe war <Kfiufed an univerfel ardour; the 
Wa/amirs Wete multiplied by the Gothic 
fwarms alre^y eijgs^ed in the fcrvicc, or 
^ted in the provinces, of the empire ; and 
each bold B^barian, who had heard of the 
wealth and beauty of Italy, was impatient to 
fed^, through the^ moft perilous adventures, 
the pofleifion of fuch enchanting obje^ls* 
The march of Theodoric muft be confidercd 
giS the emigration of an entire people ; the 
wives and children of the Got hs, their iged 
parents, ayid moft precioys eflefts, were care- 
^y tranfported ; and fome idea may be 
formed of the he?ivy baggage that now follow- 
ed the can\p,; by the iofi of two thouiand 
waggons, w)iich had been fuftained in a fingle 
jiLi^on in the war of Epirus. For their fub- 
fiflence, the Goths depended on the magSr 
zines of com which was ground in portable 
mills by the hands of their women ; on the 
milk and fleih of their flocks and herds ; on 
the cafual produce of the chace, and upon 
thprcpntributionsx which they might impofe 
on all who ihp^ld prefume to diipute the pat _ 
l^ge, or to refuife their friendly affiftance. 

Notwithftanding 

{i6) Jorn«n^8(c. 57.* p. 696, 697.) has at>ridged the great hif- 
tory of CaffioJorius. See, compare, and reconcile, Procopius 
(Gothic. I. i. c. I.), the Valcfian Fragment (p, 7x8.) Theophanet 
(p. ti3.), and Marcellinus (in Chron.). 
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Notwithftanding thefe precautions, they were 
expofedto the danger, and almoft to the dif- 
treifs of famine, in a march of feven hundred 
miles, which had been undertaken in the depth 
of a rigorous winter. I^ince the fell of the 
Roman power, Dada and Pannoniaiio longer 
exhibited the rich profpeft of pc^mlous dties, 
well cultivated £elds, and convenient high* 
— ways: the reign of barbarifmanddefolation was 
reftored, and the tribes of Bulgarians, G^idse, 
and Sarmatians, who had occupied the vacant 
province, were prompted by their native fierce^ 
nefs, or the fdicitations of Odoacer, to refift 
the progrefs of hisenemy^ In many cri)fcure 
though bloody battleS) TheodOric febght z&i 
vanquiihed ; till at length formOunting every 
ebfiacle by Ikilful condud and perfeverkig 
courage, he defcended from the Julian Alps, 
and duplayedhis invincible bitn^er^ on the 
confines of Italy (17). 
The three OdoaccT, a rf val not unworthy qf his arms^ 
defeats of Md already occupicd the advantageous afid 
odMcer^ ^^^linown pofl of the river- Sontius near the 
Aoguft 18, ruins of Aquileia ^ at the head of a pdwerfid 
A^D*^ o *^^^' whofe independent kinp (iW) or leaders 
Attguft^^^'-difiiained the duties of fubdrdinatiori and the 
prudence of delays. N6 ibcmef hadTheo- 
doric granted a fliort repofe and refrelhment 
to his wearied cavalry, than he boldly attack- 
ed the fortifications of the enemy ; the Oilra- 
gotbs ihewed more ardour to acquire, than 
the mercenaries to defend, the lands of Italy ; 
and the reward of the firft vidory was the 

pofleffion 

(l7)Thei)doric*8 march it fupplied and il^nftrated by Ennodiut 
(p. 1598 — x6<n.} when tbe bombaft of the oratioa is traoflated into 
tbe langaage of commoB fenie. 

(18) Tot reges, &c» (Ennodius, p. x6o2.) We ravft reooUeA 
how much the royal title was multiplied and degraded, an4 that the 
mercenaries of Italy were the fragments of many tribes and nations* 
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pofliefficm of the Venetian province as far as 
the walls of Verona. In the neighbourhood 
of that dty, cm the fteep banks of the ramd 
Adige, he was oppofed by a new army rein- 
toTced in its numbers, and not impaired in its 
courage : the conteft was more obfUnate, but 
the event was ^Si more decifive ; Odoacer 
fled to Ravenna, Theodoric advanced to Mi- 
lan, and the vanquiflied troops £duted their 
conqueror -mth loud acclamations of re^ed: 
and fidelity. But their want either of con- 
fbuicy ch: of faith, foon expofed him to the 
Rioft imminent danger ; his vanguard, with 
feveral Gothic counts, which had been rafUy 
entrufiied to a deferter, was betrayed and de- 
ftroyed near Faenza by his double treachery; 
Odoacer again appeared mafter of the fidd, 
and the invader ftrongly entrenched in his 
camp of Favia, was reduced to folidt the aid 
of a kindred nation, the Vifigoths of GauL 
In the courfe of this hiftory, the moft vora* 
dous appetite for war will be abundantly ia- 
tiated, nor can I much lament that our dark 
and imperfeft materials do not afford a more 
ample narrative of the difbefs of Italy, and of 
the fierce conflid, which was finsilly dedded 
by the abilities, experience, and valour of the 
Gothic king. Immediately before the battle 
of Verona, he vifited the tent of his nu^ther 
(19) and lifter, and requefted, that on a day, 
the moft ilhiftrious feftival of his life, they 
would adorn him with the rich garments 
which they had worked with their own hands. 
'* Our glory,'* faid he, '* is mutual and infe- 

" parable, 

(19) See Eosodias^ p. 1603, 1604. Since the orator, in the 
king's prefends, could mention and praife his mother, we mayc0u- 
clude that the magnanimity of Theodork was not hurt by the vnl- 
garreproa^esbf coQcubine and ballard. 
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** parable. You are known to the world a* 
** the mother of Theodoric ; and it becomes 
"me to prove, that I am the genuine off* 
*> ^rinff of thofe heroes from whom I claim 
^ my aefcent/' The wife or concubine^ of 
Theodemir was infpired with the fpirit of the 
German matrons who efteemed their fons' 
honour far above their fafety : and it is re-^ 
ported, that in a defperate a<9dk)n, when 
Theodoric himfelf was hurried along by the 
torrent of a flying crowd, fhe boldly met 
them at the entrance of the camp, and, by 
her generous reproaches, drove them back o» 
the Iwords of the enemy (2o), 
tTis capita- From the Alps to the extremity of Calabria^ 
ution and xhcodoric rcigncd by the right of conqueft : 
A. D .' 493, the. Vandal ambafladors furrendered the ifland 
March 5. ^£ si^iy^ j^g ^ lawful appendage of his king- 
dom ; and he was accepted z& the deliverer o£ 
Rome by the fenate and people, who had fliut 
their gates againft the flying ufurper (21). 
Ravenna alone^ fecure in the fortifications of 
art and nature, ftiU fufi^uned a iiege of almoft 
three years ; and the daring fallies of Odoacer 
carried flaughtcr and difmay into the Gothic 
camp. At length, deftitute of provifions and 
hopelefs of relief, that unfortunate monarch 
yielded to the groans of his fubjedls.and the 
clamours of his foldiears. A treaty of peace, 
was negociated by the bilh<^ of Ravenna; 
the Of&ogoths were admitted into the city, 
and the hoftile kings confented, utider the 

fanftioa 

(ao) This aneccJote is related on the modlern but refpedable au- 
thority of Sigonius (Opp. torn. I. p. jSo. De Occident. Imp. 1. xv.) : 
his words are curious — " Would you return ?'* &c. She prefented 
and almoil difpiayed the original rcccfs. 

(21 ) Hift. Mifccli. 1. XV. a Roman hidory f om Janus to the ixth 
century, an Epitome of £utrupius, Paulus Diaconus, and Theo- 
phanes, which Muraton has pubiifhed from a MSB. in the AmbrO'^ 
CanUbrary (Script. Rerum Itaficarurtx, tom.i. p. Xcc). ' 
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fanftion of an oath, to rule with equal znd 
undivided authority in the provinces of Italy. 
The event of fuch an agreement may be eafily 
forefeen. After fome days had been devoted 
to the femblance of joy and friendihip, Odoa- 
cer, in the midft of a folemn banquet, v^as 
ilabbed by the hand or at leaft by the com- 
mand of his rival* Secret and efiedual or- 
ders had been previoufly difpatched ; the 
faithlefs and rapacious mercenaries, at the 
iame moment, sgid without refiftance^ were 
uhiverfally maflacred ; and the royalty of 
Theodoric Was proclaimed by the Goths, with 
the tardy, reludant, ambiguous confent of 
the emperor of the Eaft. The defign of a 
conipiracy was imputed, according to the 
nfiial forms, to the profirate tyrant ; but his 
innocence, and the guUt of his conqueror 
(22)j are fufficiently proved by the advan- 
tageous treaty which force would not fincerely 
have granted, nor weakmfs have rafhly in-* 

of 



fringed. The jealoufy of power, and the 
mifchiefs of difcord, may fuggeft a more de- 
cent apology, and a fentence lefs rigorous 
may be pronounced againft a crime which, 
was neceffary to introduce into Italy a genera- 
tion of public felicity. The' living author of 
this felicity was audadoufly praifed in his. 
own prefence by facred and profane orators 
(23) } but hiftory (in his time Ihe was mute 

and 

(a*) Proctpivs (Oothic, 1. 1. c. i) approTcs himfclf an impartiil 
fceptic; ^0>( • • • 9eXip» r^oirw t»run. Caffiodorius (in Chron*) 
and £nnodhi9 (p. 1604 j are lu'yal and credulous, and the teftimouy 
of the Valefiau Fragment (p 718.) mayjuftify thetr belief. Marcel- 
linos fpits the venom of a Greek fnbjed — pcrjoriis illedns, mterfed* 
tifqne eft (in Chron.}. 

{%$) Thefonorousandfenrile oration of Ennodiuswas prononnc* 
cdat Milan or Ravenna in the years 507 of 508 (Sifmond, torn. i. 
'f. 1615.) Tvno or three years afterwards, the orator was reward* 
'edwithdiebiihoprickof Pavia, which he held till his death in the 
year 521 (Oupin. Bibliot. Ecclef. totp.. v. p. Ii«-X4* See Saili 
OMbmafiicoxi, torn. U.p. za.) 
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and inglcMrioiis) has not left anv fuft reprden- 
tation of the events which cui^layed, or of 
the defe& which clouded the virtues of 
Tlieodoric (24). One record of his fame, 
the vdume of pubEc epiftles compofed by 
Caffiodorius in the royal name, is ftill extant, 
and has obtained more implicit credit than it 
ieems to deferve (25), TTiey exhibit the 
formft, rather than the fubftknce q£ his to« 
vemment } and we fliould vainly fearch for 
the pure and fpontaneous fentiments of the 
Barbarian amidfl: the declamation and learning 
of a Sophift, the wilhes of a Roman fenator, 
the precedents of office, and the vague pro- 
feffions, which, in every court and on ev«ry 
occafion, compoie the language of diicreet 
minifters. The reputation of 'flieodorie may 
repofe with more ^onfi^nce on the vifible 
peace and proiperity of a reign of thirty-three 
years; the unanimous cfteem of his own 
times, and the memory of his wifdom and 
courage, his jiifldce and humanity, which was 
deeply imprefifed cm. the minds of the Goths 
and Italians. 
I^^jtwn of The partition of the lands of Italy, rf which 
TheodOTic affigne4 the third part to hjis fol- 
diers, is banourablj arraigned as the fble injuf- 
tice of his life, And even this aft may be 

fiiirly 

(44) 0«r beft materials are occafional hints from Procopius aticf 
the ValdQaa Fragment, which wa^ ^ifeovevcd h; Sirmond, and is 
publiflied at the end of 4mraianus MarcellinTjs. The anthot*t nam^ 
Is unknowB, and his ilyle is barbarous^ but in his varioiis iw6t% he 
exhibits the hnomledge* vvthqut the paffion of a contenipocary. 
The preddent Monte^uieti had formed x'kfi plan of an hiftorr of 
Theodoric, which at a diftance might appear a rich and mteretting 
iitbjed. 

{%S) Tlie beft editiAa cf th^ t^^iarum Lihri xii. is that of J«h. 
.Garretii^ (Rotomagi^ 1^79' in Opp> Calfiodor. % vol. in foU) ; but 
they deferred and required foch an editor as the Marqnis Sdpio 
Maifei, who thought of pwbUfliifig then^ «( Vf rona. Thf Barbam 
EUganxa (as it is mgbnioufiy named bj'JS[irabW€hi}is never iunsl<» 
andfeldom perfpicttoiis. 
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bXtXy juftified by the example of Odoacer, the * 
rights of conqueft, the true intereft of the Ita- 
lians, and the {acred duty of fubfifting a 
whole people, who, on the faith of his pro- 
mifes, had tranfported themfelves into a dif- 
tant land (26). Under the reign of Theo- 
doric, and in the happy climate of Italy, the 
Goths foon multiplied to a formidable hoft of 
two hundred thoufand men (27), and the 
whole amount of their families may be com- 
puted by the ordinary addition of women 
and chUcfren. Their invafion of property, a 
part of which muft have been already vacant, 
was difeuifed by the generous but improper 
name or h^pitality y t^^eie unwelcome guefts^ 
were irr^ilariy dif^rfed over the faxe of! 
Italy, and the lot of each Barbarian was ade- 
quaj;e to h|s birth and office, the number of 
his followers, and the ruAip wealth which he 
polleifed in flaves and cattle. The diftinftions 
of noble and plebeian were acknowledged 
(28) ; but the laads q& every freeman were 
exempt from tz&^ ^a4 he enjoyed the in- 
efiidgtable privikgje of bgipg fubject only to 
tie laws of his cQiwpitry- (29). Faihipn and- 
eyea cony^ni^oc^, foo^ perfuj^ded the (jon- 
querors to affume the nior^ elegant dreis df 
Ae n^tivesv but they? ftill perfifted ia the ufc 
of their n^Qther-tong^e;. and their contempt 
Vou VU. C; . for 

{%6d Proceiuus» Gathic,.!. i. c. I. Variarura,.ii., IVTafei (Ve- 
rona Tlluftrata, P. i. f; %%^.) cxa^eratcs the injnftice of'th«<k>th», 
whom he hated as an Italian noble. The plebeian Muratori crouchei 
under their oppreffion. 

(a7),Proc«pi]i», Goth- 1. iii. c. 4. ai. Erniodiu* defc;:ib€s (p. 
i6i*. 1613.) the military arts and iftcrcafing numbers of the Ooth^i. 

(aS) WhiCft Theodoric |;aye his fitter to the kine of tht Vandals, 
(be lailcdfor Africa wjth a.guardof 1000 noble Goths, cacK of wKpoi 
was attended by ftfc armed followers (Procop. Vandal. I. i. c. 8;}. 
TherGothic nobility muft have been as numerous as brave: 

(i^) See the acknowJcdgi?icnt of Gothic libmy (V* 
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for the Latin fchools was applauded by Thea- 
doric himfelf, who gratified their prejudices, 
or his Own, by declaring that the child who 
had trembled at a rod, would never dare to 
look upon a fwdrd ^30), Diftrefe might fome- 
times provoke the indigent Roman to affume 
the ferocious manners which were infenfibly 
telinquiflied by the rich and luxurious Barba- 
rian (31) : but thefe mutual converfions were 
not ehcouraged by the policy of a monarch 
Scptratiofii who perpetuated the feparation of the Italians 
^^ and Goths ; referving the former for the arts 
Italians!" of peacc, and the latter for the fervice of 
war. To accomplifh this defign, he fhidied 
to protefthisinduftrious fubjefts, and to mo- 
derate the violence without enervating the 
valour of his foldief s, who were maintained 
for the public defence. They held their lands 
and benefices as a military ftipend; at the 
found of the trumpet, they were prepared to 
march Under the conduft of their provincial 
officers ; ahd the whole extent of Italy was 
diftributed into the feveral quarters of a \^ell- 
I'egulated camp. The fervice of the palace 
and of the frontiers was performed by choice 
or by rotation ; and each extraordinary fa- 
tigue was. recomjpenfed by an encreafe of 
pay and occafional donatives. Theodoric had 
convinced his brave companions, that empire 
muft be acquired and defended by the fame 
arts. After his example, they ftrove to excel 
in the ufc, not only of the lance and fword, 

the 

(30) Procapius, Goch. L i. c, a. The Roman boys leaftit the 
language (Var. viii. ai.) of the Goths. Their eenerai %norance it 
not deftroyed by the exceptions of Amalafuntha, a female, who 
might ftvdy without fhame, or of Theodatus, whofe learning pro- 
voked the indigoation and contempt of his countrymen. 

(31) A faying of Theodoric was founded on experience: <* Ro- 
" manus mifer imitatur Goihum; et muIm f dives) Gothus imitatur 
" Koiuaisuni.*' (Sec the Fragment and Note| of Valeiius, p. 7190- 
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the inffarumcnts of thdr viAorie^, but of th^ 
inifliie weapons, which they were too much 
inclined to negle A ; and the lively image of 
war was dii^layed in the daily exerdfe and 
annual reviews of the Gothic cavalry. A firm 
though gentle difcipline impofed the habits 
of modefty, obedience and temperance ; 
and the Goths were inftruded to fpare the 
people, to reverence the laws, to underftand 
the duties of civil fociety, and to difclaim the 
barbarous licence of judicial combat and pri-* 
vate revenge C32). 

Among the Barbarians of the Weft, the vie* Fweigm©©- 
tory of flieodoric had fpread a general alarm. ^JhcT 
But as foon as it appeared that he was &tis« 
£ed with conqueft and defirous of peace, ter- 
ror was changed into refpeA, and they iub- 
mitted to a powerful mediation, which was 
uniformly employed for the beft purpofes of 
reconciling their quarrels and civilizing their 
manners (33). The ambaiTadors who refort- 
cd to Ravenna from the nioft diftant countries 
of Europe, admired his wifdom, magnificence 
(34), and courtefy ; and if he fometimes ac- 
cepted either flaves or arms, white horfes or 
firange animals, the gift of a fun-dial, a wa- 
ter-dock, or a mufician, admoniflied even 
the princes of Gaul, of the fuperior art and 
indufiry of his Italian fubjeAs. His domeftic 
C 2 alliances 

(3a) The Tiew of the mtlitary eftabliflnnent of the Goths io Italy* 
iscoUedtcd from the Epiitles of Cafliodoriut (Var. i. %4, 40. iii. 3. 
14. 48. iv. 13, 14. V. ao, %y. Tili. 3, 4. ^Ir^. They are illuftrated 
by the learned Mafcou (Hift«of the Germlhs, 1. xi.40— 44* Anno« 
Utioo, XIT.)- 

(33)SeetheclcarDefflat)dTigour of bis negociatioot Ml EnnodiQa 
(p. 1667.), and Caffiodorius (Var.iii. I, 4. 3, 4. i^. 13' ▼• 43, 44), 
who gWea the different ftyles of friendfiiip, counfcl, expoftttlattoD» 
&c. 

(34) Eyen of his table (Var.Ti. 9O ahd palace (tii. 5,). the ad* 
miration of ftrangen is r^refented as the moft rational motive to 
juftifythefe vain expences, and to Simulate the diH||ence of the ofi- 
cersto whom thofe proTincet were entrufted. 



20 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

aUiances (35), a wife, two daughters, afifter^ 
and a niece, united the £>iniily of Tlieodoric 
with the kings of the Franks, the Burgundi- 
ans, the Viugoths, the Vandals, smd the 
Thuringians ; 2xui contributed to maintain: 
the harmony, or at leaft the l»dance of the 
great republic of the Weft (36). It is cSfficult 
m the dark forefts of Germany and Poland to 
purfue the emigrations of the Heruli, a fierce 
people who difdained the ufe of armour, and 
who condemned their widows and aged pa-.^ 
rents not to furvive the lofe of their hufbands, 
or the decay of their ftrength (^yy* The king 
of thefe favage warriors folicited the friend- 
ftip of Theodoric, and was elevated to the 
rank of his fon, according to the Barbaric 
rites of a military adoption (38)* From the 
ihores of the Baltic, the iEftians ^r Livonians 
laid their offerings of native amber (39) at the 
feet of a prince, whofe fame had e:^ited them 
to undertake an unknown and dangerous 

journey 

lis) See the public and prinjtte silU^nces pf the Gothu* monarchy 
with the BurgHndiaiu (Var. i. 45^ 46.), with the Franki (ii. 40 J}, 
with the Thurkigians (iv. i.}, and' with the Vandals (v. t\). Each 
•f thefe epiAles afTordf fsnv curious haoWledse of the fohcj and 
manners of the Barbarians. 

(36) His political fyftem may be obfer^ei io CafBodorins (Tar. in 
I. ijf. lO. Jomandes(c, s^-.V* ^pB, 609.), and the Valcfian Frag- 
ment (d, nvi, 7^i*)> Peace, honourable peace, was the coaftaBt 
aim of Theodoric. 

(3.7) '^^<^ curiousreadcr maycontemplate the HeruUel Procopiut 
(Goth. I. U. c. 14.), and the patient reader may plunge into the 
dark and minute refearches of M, de Buat (Hi^ des Peuplcs Audens^ 
t«m.ix.p. 348— 39^0. 

(38) Variarum, iv. a. The ^irit and forms of this martial infti^ 
tution are noticed by Caffioderius ; but he feems to have oolt trai^* 
ilatedthe fentimentsof the Gothic king into the language of Roma^n 
eloquence. - 

(39) Caifiodorius, who quotes Tacitus to thei^ftians, the unletter- 
ed fa vages^f theBaltic(Var. ▼.«.), defcribes the amber for which 
their (hores have ever been famous, as the gnm of a tree, hardened 
by the fun, and purified and wafted by the waves. When that lin- 
gular fubftance is analyfed by the cUemidSj it yields a vegetable qU 
and a mineral acid. 
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journey of fifteen hundred miles. With the 
country (46) from whence the Gothic nation 
derived tneir ori^n, he maintained a frequent 
and friendly corrcfpondence ; the Italians 
wcredothed in the rich lables(4i)of Sweden ; 
and one of its foverdgns, after a voluntary or , 
rdudant abdication, found an hofpitaUc re- 
treat in the palace of Ravenna, He had reigned 
over one of the thirteen populous tribes who 
cultivated a Ixnall portion of the great ifland or 
peninfulaof Scandinavia, to which the vague 
appdladon of Thule has been ibmetimes ap« 
pHed. That northern region was peopled, or 
had been explored as hi^ as the fixty-cighth 
degree of latitude, where the natives w the 
polar circle enjoy andlofe the prefence bf the 
fun at each iummer and winter folflioe dur- 
ing an equal period of forty days (4a). Thd 
long night of hi^ abfence or death was, the 
moumml &afoa of diftre& and anxiety, till 
the meffengers who had been fent to the 
mountain tops, defcried the firfi rays of re*' 
turning light, and proclaimed to the plain be-» 
low the feftivil of his refurre£tion (43). 

(40^Scanzia, orThnlc, b dclcribcdl>y Jornandesjc. 3. p. 6j»-^ 
^x J.) and Procopivt (Ooth« 1. u« c. 15.) . Neither die Goth nor Htut 
Gretrk had ▼Kited the couDtry : both had converfed with the xi&tivef 
in their exile at Harennt sr Cooftantinopie. 

(41) Sapherinas ^eUei^ In the time of Jornandet, they inhahitod 
Suabansy the proper Sweden ; but that beautiful race of anlmaU has 
^^dually heen driven into the eallern parts of Siberia. See Bufibn 
(Hift. Nat, torn, xiii^p. 309^313. fuarto edition) ; Pemiftne (Syf- 
temef %tadniped6, vol. i. p. 2^^^^y3&.)\ Omdin (Hift. Gen. dm 
V«yagee» torn, kviii. p. 257, 258.); and i*eTHi|tttf (Hti^. de Ruflk^ 
tofc.<p. 1^5, 166. 514, 5"^$')' 

(42 J In the fvilem or romance of M. CasUy (Lettresfur lesSoiMictf 
ctfiir TAtlanudc, torn. i. p.. 149— >5^. torn. ii.p. 114—13.9.). *h« 
phcenix of the Edda, and the annual death and revival of Adouii aod 
Ofirisy arc the allegorical fymbols of the abfepce and return of the 
ftin in the Ardlic regions. This ingenious writer is a worthy difci? 
pk of the great Buffon : nor is it eafy for the coldeft rcatbn to with- 
uandthe magic of their philofophy. 

(43) 'Ainrn rt BvkiTcixq n f^^y^fn r^v to^rm fict> fay» Procopius, At 
prefen't a rude Manicheifm (gener9us enough) prevalU among tlic 

SamoyediiS 
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Hi. dcfcn. The life of Thcodoric rcprcfents the rare 
and meritorious example of a Barbarian, who 
iheathed his fword in the pride of viftory and 
the vigour of his age. A reign of three and 
thirty years was confecrated to the duties of 
, civil government, and the hoftilities in which 
he was fometimes involved, were fpeedily ter-^ 
minated by the condud of his lieutenants, 
the difcipline of his troops, the arms of his 
allies, and even by the terror of his name* 
He reduced, under a ftrong and regular go- 
vernment, the unprofitable countries of Rhae- 
tia, Noricum, Dalmatia, and Pannonia, from 
the fource of the Danube and the territory of 
the Bavarians (44), to the petty kingdom 
erefted by the Gepidae on the ruins of Sirmi- 
um. His prudence could not fafdy entrujft the 
bulwark of Italy to fuch feebleand turbulent 
ndghbours ; and his juftice might claim the 
lands which they opprefled, either as a part of 
his kingdom, or as the inheritance of his fa- 
ther, The greatnefs of a fervant, who was 
named perfimous becaufe he was fuccefsful, 
awakened the jealoufy of the emperor Anafta- 
fius ; and a war was kindled on the Dacian 
frontier, by the proteftion which the Gothic 
king, in the viciffitude of human affairs, had 
granted to one of the defcendants of Attila. 

Sabinian, 

Saeiey^des iii Greenland »nd in Lapland (HUl dcA Vojrages, torn, 
sviii. p«5o8, 509. torn. xuc. p, 105, zo6, 527, 528.); yet» accord* 
ing x.%i Grotius, Samojatx ccelum i^tque aftra adorant, uumina hand 
aliia iniquiora (de Rebus Belgicis^ 1. iv. p. 338. folio e4itiou} ; » 
fentence which Tacitus would nqt have difowncd. 

(44) See the Hift. des Peuples Anciens, &c, torn, ix, p. 255 — 173, 
396—501. The Count de Buat was French minifter at the court of 
Bavaria : a liberal curiofity prompted his enquiries into the antiqui- 
tirR of the councry, and that curiofity wa3 the g<!rm vf twelve reff cg^ 
table volumes. 
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Sabinian, a general illuftrious by his own and 
father's merit, advanced at the head of ten 
thoufand Romans; and the provifions and 
arms which filled a long train of waggons, 
were diftributed to the nerceft of the Bu^ri- 
an tribes. But, in the fields of Margus, the 
eaftem powers were defeated by the inferior 
forces of the Goths and Huns ; the flower, 
and even the hope of the Roman armies was 
irretrievably deftroyed; and fuch was the 
temperance with which Theodoric had infpir- 
ed his vidorious troops, that as their leader 
had not given the fignal of pillage, the rich 
{pciils of the enemy lay untouched at their feet 
(45). Exafpeirated by this diigrace, the By- 
zantine court difpatched two hundred (hips 
and eight thoufand men to pkinder the fea 
coafl of, Calabria and Apulia ; they aflaulted 
the ancient city of Tareptum, interrupted the 
trade and agriculture of an happy country, 
and failed back to the Hellefpont, proud of 
thdr piratical vidovy over a people whom they 
fiill prefiimed to confider as their Roman bre- « 
thren (46). Their retreat was poffibjy haflen* Hii naval 
cd by the aftivity of Theodoric ; Italy was co- ^"S"^^'^\ 
vered fey a fleet of a thoiiiand light vefTels 
(47), which he conflruded with incredible 

di^atch; 

(45) Sec the Gothic tranfaAions on the. Danube and h\ lUyricum» 
in Jorrinndes(c.58. p. 699.)* Ennodius (p. i6o7— l6io.), Marcel- 
linus (in Chron. p. 44, 47, 48.), and Cafliodortus (in Chron. and 
Var.iii. 13, 50. iv. 13. vii. 4, 24.™- 9, to, ii, ai. ix. 8, 9.). 

(46) I cannot forbear tranMbiog che liberal and dalTic ftylc of 
Count MarceUinus: Remanus cornea domefiiconim, ec Rufticus cu- 
mcsfcholariormn cum centum armatis navibus, tocfdemqtte dromo- 
nibos, o^omillia militomannatonimfecum ferentibas, ad devaftan- 
da Italiz littorajprocefiemnt, et niqne ad Tarentum antiquiffimuni 
dvitatem aggrem fant; remeojfbque matri inhoneftam viOhiriam 
qnam piratico auAi Romani ct Romanis rapucrunt, ^naflafio C&fa- 

• ri reportanint (in Chron. p. 48. )• See Variai-. i. 16. ii. 38. 

(47) See the royal ordera ami inftroftioos ( Var. iv, 15. v. 16— ao.). 
Thcfe armed boats Ihould be ftill ImaUer i\^n the thoufand ^ciScls ot 
^l^emcon at the iifge of Troy. 



^4 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

di^^ch ; and his firm moderation was foon 
rewarded by a folid and honouraUe peace. 
He maintained with a powerful hand the ba- 
lance of the Weft, till it was at length over- 
thrown by the ambition of Clovis; and al* 
though unable to aflift his rafli and unfortu- 
nate Idnfman the king of the Vifigoths, he 
faved the remains of his family and people, 
and checked the Franks in the midft of thear 
viftorious career* I am not defirous to pro- 
long or repeat (48) this narrative of military 
events, the leaft intercfting of the reign of 
Theodoric ; and ihall.be content;to add, that 
the Alemanni were protefted (49), that an in- 
road of the Burgundians was feverely chaftif- 
cd, and that the conqueft of Aries and Mar- 
feilles opened a free communication with the 
Vifigothsi who revered him both as their na- 
tional proteftor, and as: the guardian of his 
grandchild, the infant fon of Alaric. Under 
this readable charafter, the king of Italy re- 
ilored the praetorian praefefture of the Gauls^ 
• reformed fome abufesinthecivilgovCTnment 
of Spain, and accepted theannual tribute and 
apparent fubmifBcm of its military governor, 
who wifely reiuied to truft his perfon in the 
palace of Ravenna (50). The Gothic fove- 
rcignty was eftablifhed from Sicily to the Da- 
nube, from Sirmium or Belgrade to the At- 
lantic Ocean ; arid the Greeks themfelves 
have acknowledged that Theodoric reigned 

over 

(4S)Vol.iii.p.574— 579- 

(49) Enaodiiu (p. i6io.} and CaffioderniB, in.the royal name (Var. 
ij* 4X-)> record hitialvtary protedion of tbe Alcmaimi. ^ 

(50) The Gothic tran&Aions in Gaul and Spain are reprefcnted 
with fome perplexity in Cafliodoriut (Var. iii. 32^ 38, 41 » 43, 44, 
▼• 39.)» Jomandes (c. 58. p. 698, 699^, and Procopius<Ooth.i.i. 
c. la.). I will neither hear norrecoacile the longrand oontradidory 
ai^uments of the Ahbg Duhos and the Count de Boat, about the 
wan of Burgundy. 
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over the faireft portion of the weftern em- 
pire (51). 

Tlie union of the Goths and Romans might civu go- 
have fixed for ages thetranfient happinefs ofonuiy^L. 
Italy} and the firft of nations, anew people ^"^dmgja 
of frefe fubjefts ai>d enlightened foldiers, might \Jn. *"" 
have graduafly arifen from the mutual emula- 
tion of their re^eftive virtues. But the fub- 
time merit of guiding or feconding fuch a re- 
volution, was not referved for the reign of 
Theodoric : he wanted either the genius or 
the opportunities of a legiflator (52); and 
while he indulged the Goths in the enjoyment 
of Tude liberty, he fervilely copied tne infti- 
tutions, and even the abufes of the political 
iyftem which had been framed by Gonftantine 
and his fucceffors. From a tender regard to 
the expiring prejudices of Rome, the Barba- 
rian dedined the name, the purple, and the 
diadem of the emperors; butheaffumed, un- 
der the hereditary title of king, the whole fuh- 
ftance and plenitude of imperial prerogative 
1(53). His addreffes to the eaftern throne 
were refpeftful and ambiguous ; he celebrated 
in pompous ftyle the harmony of the two re- 
publics, applauded his own government as the 
perfeft fimilitude of a fole and undivided em- 
pire, and claimed above the kings of the earth 
the fame pre-eminence which he modeftly al- 
lowed to the perfon or rank of Anaftafius. 

The 



(51) Theophanes, p. 1 1 3 . 

($a) Procopiusaflinns that no laws whatfocvcr were promulgated 
by Tfaeofloric and the fucoecding kings of Italy (€)otK. 1. ii. c. 6.)* 
He mull mean in the Gothic language. A liattn edidi: of Theodoric 
is {till extant, in one hundred and fifty<-four articles. 

(53) The image of Theodoric is engraved «ti liis coins : his mo* 
de^ iucceflbrs were fatisfied with adding their 6wn name to the head 
of the reigning emperor (Miiratori Anci^aitat. kalis Modii M^i>, 
torn. ii. diflert. xxvii. p. S77'^579» ^'mifomt tfloria Civile di Ka^ 
poll, torn. i.p. x66.). 
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The alliance of the Eaft and Weft was annual* 
ly declared by the unanimous choice of two 
confuls; but it fliould feem, that the Italian 
candidate who was named by Theodoric, ac- 
cepted a formal confirmation from the fove- 
reign of Conftantinople (54). The Gothic 
palace of Ravenna reflefted the image of the 
court of Theodofius or Valentinian. The 
praetorian praefeft, the praefeft of Rome, the 
^ quaeftor, the mafter of the offices, with the 
public and patrimonial treafurers, whofe fimc- 
tions are painted in gaudy colours by the rhe- 
toric of Caffiodorius, ftill continued to aft as 
the minifters of ftate. And the fubordinate 
care of juftice and the reveiiue was delegated 
to feven confulars, three correftors, and five 
prefidents, who governed th(? fifteen regions of 
Italy, according to the principles and even 
the forms of Roman juriiprudence (55)^ The 
violence of the conquerors was abated or 
eluded by^the flow artifice of judicial proceed- 
ings; the civil adminiftratiqn^ with its ho^ 
nours and emoluments, wa^ cQ|:^fined to the 
Italians ; and the people ftill preferved their 
drefs and language, their Uws and cuftoms, 
their perfonal freedom, and twQ-thirds pf their 
landed property. It had been the pbjeft of 
Auguftus to conceal the introduftion of mo- 
narchy I 

(54) The alliance efthe emperor and the king of Italy are repre^ 
fcHtedby Caffiodorius (Var. i. i. ii.a, 3. vi. i.) and Procopins (Goth. 
1. ii. c. 6. L iii» c. si.), who celebrate the friendlhip of Anaftafius 
and Theodoric : but the figurative ftyle of compliment wa« interpret* 
ed in a very different fenfe at Conftantinople and Ravenna. 

(5 5 J To the xvii provinces of the Notitia, Paul Wamefrid the dea- 
con (de Reb. Longobard. 1. ii. c. 14— •iz.) has fubjoined an xviiith, 
the Apei}niiie{Muratori Script. Rerum Italicahim, (cm. i. p 431— 
4 33 . ) • But of thefe, Sardinia and Corlica were pofleffed by the Vaii- 
dads, and the two Rhstias, as well as the Cottian Alps, feem to 
have been abftndoned to a military government. . The ftate of the 
/our provinces chat now form the kingdom of Naples, is laboured by 
Gtannone (torn. i. p, 172, 1 78.) with patriotic diligence. 
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narchy ; it was the policy of Theodoric to dif- 
guife the reign of a Barbarian {56). If his 
fubjefts were fometimes •awakened from this 
pleafing vifion of a Roman government, they 
derived more fubftantial comfort from the 
charafter of a Gothic prince, who had pene- 
tration to difcern, and firmnefs to purfue his 
own and the public intereft, Theodoric loved 
the virtues which he pofflbffed, and the talents 
of which he was deftitute. Liberius was pro- 
moted to the office of praetorian praefed for his 
unfhaken fidelity to the unfortunate caufe of 
Odoacer. The minifters of Theodoric, Caffi- 
odorius (^y) and Boethius, have reflefted on 
his reign the luftre of their genius and learn- 
ing. More prudent or more fortunate than 
his colleague, Caffiodorius preferved his own 
efteem without forfeiting the royal favour ; 
and after paffing thirty years in the honours 
of the world, he was bleffed with an equal 
term of repofe in the devout and ftudious fo- 
litude of Squillace. 

As the patron of the republic, it was the in-P«>fp«n^ 
tereft and duty of the Gothic king to cultivate ^""""^ 
the afieSions of the fenate (58) and people* 

The 



(56) See the Gothic hiftory of Procopius (Li. c. X. 1. ii. c, 6.)» 
the epifiles of Cs^odoritis (paflim, bucefpedally the vth and vith 
books, which contain the formuUt^ or patents of offices), and the 
Civil Hiftory of Giannone (torn. i. 1. ii. iii.) The Gothic counts, 
which he places in every Italian city, are annihilated, however, by 
Maffei (Verona Iliuftrata, P. i. 1. viii. p. ^^%,) for thofe of $yfa« 
cufe and Naples (Var. vi, ai, 23.) wcreTpccial and temporary com- 
iniffions. 

(57} Two Italians of thenameof Caffiodorius, the father (Var. i. 
24, 40^ and the. fon (iz. 2(4, 25.) were fucceffively employed in 
the admini(b-ation of Theodoric. The fon was born in the year 4 79 ; 
his various epiflles as qusflor, matter of the offices, and prsetorian 
prxfcd, extend from 509 to $39,' and he lived as a monk about 
thirty years (Tirabofchi Steria della Letteratura luliana, torn. iii..p. 
7— M- Fabrictus, Bibliot. Lat. Med. i£vi, torn. i. p. 357, -35& 
edit. Manfi.) 

(58.') See hb regard for the fenate in Cochloeus ( Vit, Theod. viii, 
p. 7z.«8o.) 
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The n<A!es of Rome were flattered by fonorous 
epithets and formal profeffions of refpeft, 
which had been more jufHy applied to the 
merit and authority of their anceftors. The 
peoj^e er^oyed, without fear or danger, the 
three bleffings of a capital, order» plenty, and 
public amufements. A vifiblc diminution of 
their numbers may be found even in the mea- 
fure of liberality (59) ; yet Apulia, Calabria, 
and Sicily, poured their tribute of com into 
the granaries of Rome ; an allowance of bread 
and meat was diftributed to the indigent citi- 
zens ; and every office was deemed honoura- 
ble which was confecrated to the care of their 
health and happinefe. The public games, 
fuch as a Greek ^mbaflEidor miAt politely ap- 
plaud, exhibited a faint and ferale copy of the 
magnificence qf the CadTarsj yet the mufical, 
the gymnaftic, and the pantoniim€ arts, had 
not totaflv funk in oblivion ; the wild beafts of 
Africa ftill excrcifcd m the amphitheatre the 
courage and dexterity of the hunters ; and 
the indulgent Ooth either patiently tolerated 
or gently reftraiocd the blue and green fafti- 
ons, whofe contefts fo often filled the circus 
with clamour, and even with blood (60). In 
Viik of the feventh year of his peaceful reign. Theo- 
ry of^ilS. doric vifited the old capital of the world ; the 
* fenate and people advanced in idkemn proceC- 
fion to falute a fecond Trajan, a new Valenti- 
nian, and he nobly fupported that charafter 

(59) Ko more thm iat>,OQO modSt ar (cmr thou&od ^arten 
(Aoonym. Valciian, p. 7*1. and Van i. 35. vi r*. xi.5 39-) 

(60) Sec hit regard and indulgence for the Tpedacles of the circnt, 
the amphitheatre, and the theatre, in the Chronicle and cpiftiea of 
Csiffiedorins (Var. i. ao. 47. 30, 31, $^. iii. 51. Jv. 5K ifl«ftrated 
by the xivth Annoratiod of Mafcou^ Hiftory,^ "who has contrived 
to fpriJikle the fobje^ with ^fteatatioos^ thou^^h j^eeahh: jcvn- 
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by the aflbrance of a juft and legal govern- 
ment (61), in a diicourfe which he was not 
afraid to pronounce in public, and to infcribe 
on a tablet of brafs. Rome, in this auguft ce- 
remony, fhot. a laft ray of declining glory ; 
and a £dnt, the ipefbitor of this pompous 
fcene, could only hope in his pious fimcy, 
that it was excelled by the celeftial fplendor of 
the new Jerufidem (62). During a reiidence 
affix months, therame, the perlon, and the 
courteous demeanour of the Gothic king ex- 
cited the admiration of the Romans, and he 
contemplated, with equal curiofity and fur** 
priie, the monuments that remained of their 
andent greatne&. He imprinted the footfteps 
of a conqueror on the Capitoline hill, and 
frankly confefled that each day he viewed 
with frelh wonder the forum of Trajan and his 
lofty column. The theatre of Pompey zppeaa^* ' 
ed, even in its decay, as a huge mountain ar* 
tifidally hollowed and poliihed, and adorned 
by human indufinr } and he vaguely comput- 
ed, that a river w gold muft have been drains 
ed to ered the colofial amphitheatre of Titus 
(63). From the mouths of fourteen aque- 
duds, a pure and copious ftream was difiufed 
into every part of the dty ; among thefe the 
Oaudian water, which arofe at the diftance of 

thirty- 

(61) Aaooyai . Vald*. p. y%s • Marius Avcnticenfis is Cbron . 1b 
thi£cak of pablic ui4 pcribnal tatxk, the Oofehic con<]iieror n at 
leaft as tmich ahcve VakBtiuaii, as he ma^ {ctm injkrior to Tra- 
jan. 

(ift) Vit. Fttic«ntii in Baron, Annal. ficclcf* A. D. 500, No, 
10. 

(63) CafliodoriuB dcfcribes in hi« pompous ftyle fehe forum of Tra- 
jan (Var. Tii. 6.)» the thcnuee of Marcellua (iv. 51 .)» and the 1^- 
phicheaitre of Titos (f,4%,)'r and hti ddcripcions art not unworthf 
of the reader's peniiai. According to the modern prices, the Abhe 
Barthelemy computet thac the hrick-work and maionry^ of the CoU^ 
feum would now coft twenty milUons ol French Inrres <M«m. de 
i'AcadevvkdesIaferittiens, tom.xzviii. p. 5S5, 586 ). How Ihiall 
apart of that ftiipendoui fabric f 
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thirty-^ight miles in the Sabine mountainsr^ 
was conveyed along a gentle though conftant 
declivity of folid arches, till it defcended on 
the fummit of the Aventine hill. The long 
and i^acious vaults which had been conftrud:' 
ed for the purpofe of common fewers, fubfift- 
cd, after twelve ccnturicis, in their priftine 
ftrength; and thefe fubterraneous channds 
have been preferred to all the vifiWe wonders 
of Rome (64). The Gothic kings, fo injuri- 
oufly accufed of the ruin of antiquity, were 
anxious to preferve the monuments of the na- 
tion whom they had fubdued (65). The roy- 
al edifts were framed to prevent the abufes, 
the negleft, or the depredations of the citizens 
themfelves ; and a profeffed architeft, the an- 
nual fum of two hundred pounds of gold, 
twenty.five thduiand tiles, and the receipt of 
cuftoms from the Lucrine port, were affign- 
cd for the ordinary repairs of the walls and 
public edifices. A fimilar care was extended 
to the ftatues of metal or marble of men or 
animals. The fpirit of the horfes, which have 
given a modern name to the Quirinal, was 
applauded by the Barbarians (60) ; the bra^ 
zen elephants of the Via facra were diligently 
reftored {6*]) j the famous heifer of Myron de- 
ceived 

^'64) For thcaqucdu^s andcloacs, ftc Strabo (I. v. p. 360.), Pli- 
ny (Hift. Nat, xxxvi. 24), Cafliodorhis (Var. iH. 30, 31. vi. 6.)> 
jprocopius (Goth. I i. c 19), and Nardini (Roma Antica, p. 514— 
5aa.). How fucfa works could be executed by a king^ of Rome, is 
yet a problem. 

(65 ) For the Gothic care of the buildiogt and ftatues, fee Caflto- 
dorhif (Var. i. 11, 25. ii. 34. iv, 30. vii. 6, 13, 15.), and the Valefian 
Fragment (p/721.). 

(66) Var. Tt\\, 15 . Thefe horfes o f Monte-Cavalloj had been tranf- 
ported from Alexandria to the baths of C%iaftantirie( Nardini, p. 188.). 
rheir fculpture is difdained by the Abbe bubos (Refleiions fur la 
l^o^^e et fur la PeinCure, tom. i fedion 39. )» and admired by Win- 
kelman (Hift. de 1' Art. tom. ii. p. 159.'^* 

(67) Var. X, 10. They were probably a fragment of fome trU 
ymphal car (Cuper de £lephantii, ii. XO ). 
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cdved the cattle, as they were driven through 
the forum of peace ^68) ; and an officer was 
created to proted tnofe works of art, which 
Theodoric confidered as the nobleft ornament 
of his kingdom. 

After the example of the laft emperors, Fkmriik. 
Theodoric preferred the reiidence of Ravenna, i^^^ 
where he cultivated an orchard with his own 
hands (69). As often as the peace of his king- 
dom was threatened (for it was never invade 
ed) by the Barbarians, he removed his court to 
Verona (70) on the northern ft-ontier, and 
the image of his palace, ftiU extant, on a coin, 
reprefents the oldeft and moft authentic model 
of Gothic architedure. Thefe two C2q>itals, 
as well as Pavia, Spoleto, Naples, and the 
reft of the Italian cities, acquired under his 
rdgn the ufeftd or ^lendid decorations of 
churches, aqueduAs, l»ths, porticoes, and pa- 
laces (71). But the happineis of the fubjeft 
was more truly confpicuous in the bufy fcene 
of labour and luxury, in the rapid increafe 
and bold enjoyment of national wealth. From 
the ihades of Tibur and Prxnefte, the Roman 
ienators fiiU retired in the winter^feafon to the 

warm 



(68)Procoprat(Ooth.'l. ir.c. ai.)rel8tf8afeoIilliftof7'oC Myron's 
cow, which is celebrated by the falfe wit of thirty-fiz Creek epigrams 
( Antholog. ]. iY. p. 301^306. edit. Hen. Steph. Aufom Epigram. 
Wiii— hnriii.). 

(69) See an epigram of Ennodius (ii« 3. p. XS93, XS94.) on this 
garden and the royal gardener. 

(70) Hit affedion for that city is proved by the epithet of '« Vo- 
fona tna*** and the legend of the hero ; under the barbarbiis name 
of Dietrich of Bern (Peringfeioldad Cochloram, p. %A/o.y, Maffei 
traces him with km^wledge and plealvre in his native oonntry (L ix. 
p. a^o— ^36.). 

(7X)SeeMaffei (Verona Iltuftnta, Part. i. p. ^31^ %$%^ 308, 
&c.). He imputes Gothic archkednre, like the corruption of lan- 
guage, writing. Sec. not to the Barbarians, bifc to the Italians them- 
TeWea. Compare his rentiraents with thofe of Tiraboichi (torn. iii.. 
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warm fun^ and ^hibrious fprixigs of Baiae; 
and their Yillas, wJbich advanced on folid mdcs 
into the bay of Naples, commanded the vari- 
ous ^Tofp^d: of the Iky, the eajth, and the 
water. On the eaftern fide of tibe Hadriatic, 
a new CampaniaL was formed in the fair and 
{ruitiful provinces of Ifiiria^ which communi- 
cated with the palace of Ravoma by an eafy 
navigation of one hundred miles. The rich 
produ6tions of Lucania and the adjacent pro- 
vinces were exchanged at the Marcilian foun- 
tain, in a populous fair annuafly dedicated to 
trade, intemperance, and fuperftition. In the 
folitude of Comum, which had once been 
animalxii'. by the mild genius of Pliny^ atran- 
iparent ba;foa above fixty miles in length ititt 
reflected the rural f^ats which encompafied 
the margin of the Larian lake ; and the gra- 
dual a&ent of the hiUs; was covered by a tn{^ 
ptantadoa of olives, olivines and of chefiiut 
trees (7^2)- Agriculture revived under the 
fiiadow of peace, and the number of huiband- 
men waslmnlripiied by the redemption of cap- 
tives (73.) xne iron miives* of Dalmatia, a 
gold mine in' Bruttium,! were carefully ex- 
plored, and the Pomtine marflies, as well as 
thofe of Spoleto, were drained and cultivated 
by private undertakers^ whbfe dtftaiit reward 
muil d^perxd 04 the continuance of the public 
profperity (74). Whenever the feafons were 

^ lefe 

(7ft)Tli8yiliba, «liaia«c^ 9iulkn3{kip o£ Baie>(Vaiii ix. 6k Sect 
Cnerett ltaUa.A«riq,Liv. c 2, pw 11x9, ^c;), hftria (V«£w Kik aa. 
%€* and ConMim ( Var* li. 14. compare .Mckli Flixiy'S tvo.vilhs, ix^ 7 . ).* 
are agreeably painted in the Epiftles of CafTiodorius. 

(73) In It^ria oiinierofii agrkolarum progenies (EnnodiuB, p. 
1678, 1679, m8o.), Sc Eptphaaias of PaiTia redeemed bjr prayer 
•r raofom 6000 captives from the Burgiindians.o£ Lyons and Savoy. 
Suchdeedsaiethe oeflof miracleA. - ^^ 

(74) The political otconomy of Thcodoric (fee Anonym. Va^ef.* p;; 
7ax. and CaiTiodoritts, inChron.) may be diAindiy tnced under 

the 
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lefe prqpitious, the doubtful precautions of 
forming magazines of com, fixing the price, 
and prohibiting the exportation, attefted at 
kaft the benevolence of the ftate ; but fuch 
was the extraordinary plenty which an indui^ 
trious people produced from a grateful foil, 
that a gaDbn of wine was fometimes fold in 
Italy for lefs than three farthings, and a quar- 
ter of wheat at about five Ihillings and fix- 
pence (75). A country poflfeflfed ^fo many 
valuabde obje6b of exchange, foon attrafted 
the merchants of the world, whofe beneficial 
traffic was^ encouraged and protefted by the 
liberal foirit of Theodoric. The free inter- 
courfc of the provinces by land and water was 
reflored and extended ; the city gates were 
never fliut either by day or by night •,. and the 
common faying, that a purfe of gold mightbe 
fefely left in the fields, was exprefiive of the 
conicious fecurity of the inhabitants (j6). 

A fifference of religion is always pernicious Thcodofic 
and often fatal to the harmony of the prince *" ^'*"- 
and peojrfe ; the Gothic conqueror had been 
educated in the profeflSon ot Arianifm, and 
Italy was devoutly attached to the Nicene faith. 
But the perfuafion qf Theodoric was not in- 
fected by zeaty and hQ pioufly adhered to the 
herefy of his fetthers, without condefcending 

Vox.. Vn. D to 

the foUnnwig hods.: ironmsne (l^r. iik 213. h g^Mmiae (k. 3.) ; 
Pomptioc marihes (ii. 3a, 33.) ; Spoleto (ii. ai.); corn (i, 34. x. 
%f^^ a8,;yt II, lav) ; tntde (:viw 7. wif. 9, »3.> ; .fair of Leacoth«e or ^ 
St. Cfpmnm LHCaoia(idii.'3^.); pfejity (zii. 4*)i the cnrfiM, or 
ppiblic poft (t. 39k B. 31; IT, 471 V. 5. -n. 6. vii. 33. ) ; the Fltmiuian 
wa7(xijkiS0* 



f 75) LX modn tritici in fofidiim ipfiufftempore fuerunt, et Tinnm 
xxz amphoras in foUdimi (Fragment Vatef.). Com was diftributed 
froBi the granariitat xv or xxv modii for a piece of gold, and the 
price wtisftiil: moderate. 

(76)SiBethe£leofSt. Caefarins ifv Baronius ( A. D. 508. Ko. 12, 
13, 14.). The king prefented him with 300 gold folidi, and a dif- 
cus of illTer of the weight of iizty pounds. 



34 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

to balance the fubtile arguments of theologi^ 
cal metaphyfics. Satisfied with the private to- 
leration of his Arian feftaries, he juftly con- 
ceived himfelf to be the guardian of the public 
worlhip, and his external reverence for a fu- 
perftition which he defpifed, may have nou- 
tiflied in his mind the falutary indifference of 
His toicra- a ftatcfinan or philofopher. The Catholics of 
cadioUw.* his dominions acknowledged, perhaps with 
reluftance, the peace of the church; their 
dergy, according to the degrees of rank or 
merit, were honourably entertained in the pa- 
lace of Theodoric; he efteemed the living 
fanftity of Caeiarius (77) and Epiphanius (78), 
the orthodox biflxops of Aries andPavia ; and 
prefented a decent offering on the tomb of St. 
Peter, without any fcrupulous enquiry into 
the creed of the apofUb{79). His favourite 
Goths, and even his mother, were permitted 
to retain or embrace the Athanalian faith, and ' 
his long reign could not afford the example of 
an Italian Catholic, who, either from choice 
or compulfion, had deviated into the religion 
of the conqueror (80). The people, and the 

Barbarians 

(77)£nnodIus m Vlt. St. Eplphanii, lu Sirmond Op. torn. i. p. 
167ft — 1690. Theodoric bellowed fome important favours on this 
blihop, whom he ufe4 as a counfellor in peace and war. 

(78) DcvotiflTimus ac fi Catholicus (Anoojmi. Valef«p. 740".); ycc. 
his offering was no more than two iilver candJefticks (cerofirata) of 
the weight of feventy pounds, far inferior to the gold and gems of 
Conflantioople and France (Anaftafiusin Vit. Pont, in Hormifda, p. 
34. edit. Paris). 

(79) The tolerating fyftem of his reign (Ennodius, p. i6x%. An- 
onym. Valcf. p. 719* Procop, Goth, k i. c. i. l.ii. c. 6.) mar b^ ftu- 
djed in the .£piiUes of Caffiodorius, under the following hesids : 
bljhopt (Var. i. 9. viii. 1 5, 24. xi. »3.) ; immunititt (i. »6. ii. »9> 30.) ; 
church lands (iv. r7. ao.); faaSfuanes {ii, II. iii. 47.) ; church p/ate 
(jpi. »o.) ; difcipline (iv. 44. ) ; which proves at the fame tmm Jthat he 
was the head of the church as well as of the ftate. 

(80) We may rcjcd a foolifh talc of his beheading a Catholic dea- 
con who turned Arian (Theodor. Ledor. No. 17. . Why is The- 
odoric furnamcd j^fer f From Vafer f (Valcf. ad loc.). A light con- 
jetSlurc. 



X 
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Baxbarians themfelves, were edified by the 
pomp and order of religious worfliip ; the ma- 
giftrates were inftrufted to defend the juft im- 
munities of ecclefiailical perfons and poflefli- 
ons ; the bifhops held their fynods, the me- 
tropolitans exercifed their jurifdiftion, and the 
privileges of fanftuary were maintained or mo- 
derated according to the Ipirit of the Roman 
jurifprudence. With the proteftion, Theo- 
doric affiimed the legal fupremacy, of the 
church J and his firm adminiftration reftored 
or extended fome ufefiil prerogatives which 
had been* neglefted by the feeble emperors of 
the Weft. He was not ignorant of the digni- 
ty and importance of the Roman pontiff, to 
whom the venerable name of Pope was now 
appropriated. The peace or the revolt of Ita- 
ly might depend on the charafter of a wealthy 
and popular bilhop, who claimed fuch ample 
dominion both in heaven and earth ; who had 
been declared in a numerous fynod to be pure 
from all fin, and exempt from all judgment 
(8 1 ). When the chair of St. Peter was difput- 
^d by Symmachus and Laurence, they apu 
peared at his fiimmons before the tribunal of 
an Arian monarch, and he confirmed the elec- 
tion of the moft worthy or the pioft obfi^qui- 
ous candidate. At the end of his life, in a 
moment of jealoufy and refentment, he pre- 
vented the choice of the Romans, by nomi- 
nating a pope in the palace of Ravenna. The 
danger and furious conteffe of a fchifm were 
mildly reffarained, and thie lafl decree of the 
fcnate was enafted to extinguifh, if it were 
D 2 pofllble^ 



(81) Ennodiut, p. 1611, i6a2» 1636, 1638, Hit iiteJI wu a|»- 
proved and regiftercd (fpodalicer) by a Roman council (Baroniiia» 
A, I>. C03. Mo. 6. Fraocifcut Pagi in Breviar. Pont. Ronw torn^i. 
p.a4a.). 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 
poCib^;, the fcan<^alQus venality of the papal 

Vices of his I h%v^ defcanted with pieafure on the fortu- 
mctt^" ^^^^ coiiditioa of Italy ; but oar fancy m^ 
j}Qt hd^iJY conceives tthat the golden ^ge g£ 
the poetsj a f ace.frf oe^en without vice or i»i- 
fery, w^s. realifed ui^er the Goithk ccawi»eft# 
The fair jwro^eft was Ibmetimes overcaft with 
clouds y the wifdom of Theodoric itiight be 
deceived^- his power might be.refifted, and the 
decUning^age of the monarch was fullied with 
popular hatred ami patrkian blood* In the 
firft iniyeiHce of victory, he had been, tempted 
tQ deprive the whole ps^rty of Odoacer of the 
civil and even the |Ratural rsghj^ ^ fociety 
{8j^l2L tax unfea£>iiably impofed alter the 
caJaJpities of war^ would have . qrufliod the 
i^iS^ agriculture, of Liguria:;; * Jrigid pre^ 
etaption of (?orn, which was intended for the 
pi^btie^li^f, muft haye aggrayatedthe difirefe 
of Cs^p^nia* Thefe dangerous projie^ were 
dpfeatedi by the vktue ^yg^d eloquence Qf E^ 
^haniiis and Boeti^ms, who> iu tJ^e pr^fepice 
€^ Tfeepdoric himfelf, fuce^ftilly pleaded the 
caufe.of the;peQpte(84H.btitif the rdyal ear 
\yas open to the voice o( truth,, a feint wd a 
jJailofopher are not aljjvi^ys. to be found at the 
*. . . ^ • i. . 1 : ^'i:.'. •..!. . . . car 

iZi). Sea 'Caffiftdprius ( Y»r. y3L I5. ix*.. 1*5, r^.), Aoiiftafiw (m 
Syminatho'^ p. 3U) and the xvlltK Ahncraticui of Mafcou. .Baro- 
-htiii Fagi; UnA IWoA of tik GiiholU 9oikor9, dekilbi^ #ith an aq- 
JftXeWJWi, cU* Gothic ,ufiH|»tiaq. ' '; , / 

■ ^(oj) Htf diftiWed thtm-ra Ijcentva tcftan^i ; aud'aflTtaly ijujurncd 
•— lameiiiahiii juAitio. Iwiflk io bdiejee chat tlwie penaltiw w«re 
^Da,(^agaiQft th^ teMa^^vtW had viclaud. tLvIr 9u4iU oi aUfgi- 
iWCe; butthft'^tcftimorfy^f-EhhbdlusCp. 1675:— 167!?:)' "Is the'mofc 
jtf^ighqs, :as he lived and dicduftUei the reign of Theodoric. 

(04) Emiodius, inVit. Epiphan, p. 1689, 169?. Bocthios de 
Confolatione Philofophiae, 1. i. prof. iv. p. 45^ 46^ 47. Hei^cd, 
bm Weigh the paffions of the faint imd the feqator; aticj fortify or 
aHevJatc their cdrtplaiMs by the various hints qf CaffiodoriUs "(ii. ^ 
iv: 3<S.THf. 5.). .--.... 
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ear of kings. The privileges of rank, or 
office, or favour, were too frequently abufed 
by Italian fraud and Gothic violence, and the 
avarice of the king's nephew was publidy 
jexpofed, at firftby the uferpation, and after- 
wards by the reftitution of the eftatet which 
he had unjulUy extorted from his Tufcan 
neighbours. Two hundred thoufand Barba- 
rians, formidable even to their mafter, were 
fcated in the heart of Italy ; they indignantly 
ftipported the reftraints of peace and difci- 
pline ; the diforders of their march were d- 
ways frit and fometimes compenfatcd ; and 
where it was dangerous to punifli, it might 
be jK-jadent to diffemble, the faffies of^ their 
native fiercenefs. When the indulgence of 
Theodoric had remitted two thirds of the 
Ligurian tribute, he condefcended to explain 
the difficulties of his fituation, aad to lamest 
the heavy though inevitable burthens which 
he impofed on his febjefts for their own de*. 
fence (85). Thefe ufigrateftij fiibje6b could 
never be cordially reconciled to the origin, 
the religion, or even thic virtues cf the <3or 
thic conqpaerpr ; paft cafenrnties wrre forgot- 
ten, and tiie fenfe or iufpicion of injuries was 
rendered ftill more exquifite by tieprefent fe- 
licity of the times, 

Even the religious tcleratipn which Theo*- He is pro- 
dioric had the glory of intixxiucing into the pcrf^^^^^ 
Chriftian worlds was painful and offenfive to J^c ca^*»<>- 
the orthodox wai of the ItaHahs. They re.- ^"' 
fee<9:cd the armed herefy.of the Goths ; but 
their pious rage was fafely pointed againft the 
rich and defencclds Jews, who had formed 

their 

(85)linmanlwm cxpcnfarom pondiis ... pro ipforum faVutc, &r. 
ct t^efc arc no more than wordi. 
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their eftablifliments at Naples, Rome, Ra- 
venna, Milan, and Genoa, for the benefit of 
trade, and under the fanction of the laws 
(86). Their perfons were infulted, their ef- 
refts were pillaged, and their fynagogues 
were bijrnt by the mad populace of Ravenna 
and Rome, inflamed, as it fhould fecm, by 
the moft frivolous or extravagant pretences* 
The government which could neglect, would 
have deferved fuch an outrage. A legal en- 
quiry was inflantly direfted ; and as the au- 
thors of the tumult had efcaped in the crowd, 
the whole community was condemned to re- 
pair the damage ; and the obftinate bigots 
who refufed their contributions, were whip- 
ped through the ftreets by the hand of the ex- 
ecutioner. This fimple aft of juftice exafpe- 
rated the difcontent of the Catholics, who 
applauded the merit and patience of thefe holy 
confefTors ; three hundred pulpits deplored the 
perfecution of the church, and if the chapel 
of St. Stephen at Verona was demolilhcd by 
the command of Theodoric, it is probable 
that fome miracle hoftile to his name and dig- 
nity had been performed on that facred thea- 
tre. At the clofe of a glorious life, the king 
of Italy difcovered that he had excited the 
hatred of a people whofe happinefs he had fo 
afliduoufly laboured to promote ; and his mind 
was foured by indignation, jealoufy, and the 
bitternefs of unrequited love. The Gothic 
conqueror condefcended to difarm the unwar- 
like natives of Italy, interdifting all weapons 
,of offence, and excepting only a finall knife 
for domeftic ufe. The deliverer of Rome 

was 

(86) The Jewi were fettled at Napl«« (Procopj««, Goth. L i. c. 
J.)» at Genoa (Var. ii. »8. iv. 33.), Milan v. 37.)> Rome (iv, 43.). 
Sec likewife Bafnagc, HiiJt, de» Juifs, torn. viii. c. 7. p. 254. 
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was accTifed of confpiring with the vileft im 
formers againft the lives of fenators whom he 
fu^fted .of a fecret and treafonable correi- 
fporidence with the Byzantine court (87). 
After the death of Anaftafius, the diadem had 
been placed on the head of a feeble old man ; 
but me powers of government were affumed 
by his nephew Jufdnian, who already medi- 
tated the extirpation of herefy, and the coiir 
queft of Italy and Africa. A rigorous la^. 
which was publiflied at Cpnflantinople, to re- 
duce the Arians by the dread of punifliment 
within thb pale of the church, aw^Jcened the 
juft rcfentment of Theodoric, who claimed 
for his diftreffed brethren of the Eaft, the 
fame indulgence which he had fo long granted 
to the Catholics of his dominions. At hit 
fiern command, the Roman pontiflP, with 
four i/lt0pious fcnzipr^y embarked on an em- 
bafly, of which he muft have aKke dreaded 
the failure or the fuccefe. 1[lie Angular vene- 
ration fliewn to the firft pope who nad vifited 
Cohftantinople was puniflied as ft crime ^ 
his jealous monarch ; the artful or peremp- 
tory refufal of the Byzantine court might ex- 
cufe an equal, and would provoke a larjger, 
meafiire of retaHation ; and a mandate was 
prepared in Italy to prohibit,' after a ftate4 
day, the exercife of the Catholic worfliip. 
By the bigotry of his fubjefts and enemies, 
the moft tolerant of princes was driven to 
the brink of perfecution ; and the life of 
Theodoric was too long, fince he lived to 

condemn 

^^7) Rex avidus communis cpcltli. Sec. (Bocthius, 1. i. p. 59.) 
rczdolum Romanis tendebat (Anonym. Valef, p. 713.) Thefc ar^ 
hard words : they fpeak the pafTions of the Italians, and thofe (I 
^«ar) of Theodoric hinnfelf. 
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condemn the virtue of Boethius and Sym- 
machus (88). 
charaatr, Thg fenator Boethius (89) is the laft of the 

ftudies, and i ^ Vn ii i -i i ^^ 

honwrj of Romans whom Cato or Tully could ftave ac- 
Boethius. knowledged for their countryman. As a 
wealthy orphan, he inherited the patrimony 
and honours of the Anician family, a name 
ambitioufly affumed by the kings and empe- 
rors of the age ; and the aj^ellation of Man- 
lius aflerted nis genuine or fabulous defcent 
from a race of confuls and diftators, who had 
repulfed the Gauls from the Capitol, and la- 
crificed their fons to the difcipline of the re- 
public. In the youth of Boethius, the ftudies 
of Rome were not totally abandoned ; a Vir- 
gil (90) is now extant, correfted by the hand 
of a conM ; and the profeffors of grammar, 
rhetoric, andjurifprudence, were maintained 
in their privileges and penfions, by the libc- 
rality of the Goths. But the erudition of 
the Latin language was infufficient to fiitiate 
his ardent curiofity ; and Boethius is faid to 
have employed eighteen laborious years in the 
fchools of Athens (91), which were fuppprted 

by 

( 89) I have laboured tpeitrad a rational narrative from the daric, 
coiicife* aDdvariout hints of the Valelian Fragments (p. 7>a[2, 723« 
724,).Theophane8, (p. 145. )♦ Anaftaflus (in Jobanne, p. 35.)^d the 
Hift. Mifcella (p. 103. edit. Muratori.). A gentle preflbre and pa- 
raphrafe of their words, w np violence. Confult likewife Muratori 
(Annali d*Italia, tom. iv. p. 47 ^ — 47^.)i ^''^ ^^ Annals and Brc- 
yiary (tom. i. 359-^263.) of the two Pagi's, the uncle and the 
nephew. 

(89) I.c Clerc has composed a critical and philofophieal life of 
Anicius Manlius Severinus Boetius (BibUot. Choifle, t«m. zvi. p. 
i68-*i75.) ; and both Tiraborclii(toin, iii.) and Pabridai (Bibliot* ' 
Latin.) may be ufefuUy confultcd. The date of his birth may be 
placed about the year 470, and his dcat|i in 524, in a premature old 
age (Confol. Phil. Metrica, >. p. 5.). 

(90) For the age and value of this MS. now in the Medicean 
library at Florence, fee the Cenotaphia Pifana (p. 43€>— 447.) of 
Cardinal Noris. 

(91) The Athenian (hidies of Boethius are doubtful (Baroniua, 
A. D. 51C. No. 3. from a fpurious trad, De Difciplina Scholarum), 

apd 
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by the zeal, the learning, and the diligence 
of Produs and his difciples. The rcafon'^nd 
pi«ty of their Roman pupil were fortunately 
ikved from the contagion of m)Hftery and ma- 
gic, which polluted the groves of the acade- 
my ; but he imbibed thc.fpirit, and imitated 
the method of his dead and living mafters, 
who attempted to reconcile the ftrong and 
fubtle fenfe of Ariftotle with the devout con- 
templation and fublime fancy of Hato. After 
hi^ return to Rome, and his marriage with 
the daughter of his friend, the patrician Sym- 
machus, Boethius ftill continued, in a palace 
of ivory and marble, to profecute the fame 
ftudies (92)- The church was edified by liis 
profound defence of the orthodox creed 
againft the Arian, the Eutychian, and the 
Neftorian herefies, and the Catholic unity was 
explained or expofed in a formal treatife by 
the indifference of three diftin<3: though con- 
fiibftantial perfons. For the benefit of his 
Latin readers, his genius fubmitted to teach 
the firft elements of the arts and fciences of 
Greece. The geometry of Euclid, the mufic 
of Pythagoras, the arithmetic of Nicomachus, 
the mechanics of Archimedes, the Aftronomy 
of Ptolemy, the thec^ogy of Plato, and the 
logic of Ariftotle, with the commentary of 

Porphyry, 

aod the term of eighteen years is doubtlefii teo loa^ : ^ut the fiinple 
fiid of a vifit to Athens, is ^uftified by much ifitecaal evtdence 
(Brucl^er, Hift. Grit. Pbilofoph, torn. lii p. 52 4.«^5a7.)9^<^^y ^^ 
enrcflioB (though vague and anibtgiuMts) of kit frieBd Ca|fioderi«s 
(Var. i. 45.)> " longe pofitai Atheoas introiili.** 

(91) Bibliothecs comptot ebore ac vitro parietes, &c. (Confol. 
Phil, i, i.frof. ▼. p. 74.) The Epiftles of Ennodtof (vl. 6. vii. 13. 
viii. 1. 31. 37. 40.) and Cafliodorius (Var^ i, 39. iv. ^.iic. »i.)af- 
ford many proofs of the high reputation which he enjoyed in hk 
own times. Jt is true that the bifliop of Pavia Wanted to purchafe 
of him an eld houTe at Milaa» and praife might be tenderei and ao 
eeptcd in part of payment. 
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Porphyry, were tranflated and illuflxated by 
the 4Bdefatigable pen of the Roman fenator. 
And he alone was efteemed capable of de- 
fcribing the wonders of art, a fun-dial, a 
water-clock, or a fphere which reprefented 
the motions of the planets. From thefe ab- 
ftrufe fpeculations, Boethius ftooped, or to 
{pcdk more truly, he rofe to the fodd duties 
of public and private life : the indigent were 
. relieved by his liberality ; and his eloquence, 
which flattery might compare to the voice of 
Demofthenes or Cicero, was uniformly exert- 
ed in the caufe of innocence and humanity. 
Such confpicuous merit was felt and reward- 
ed by a difcerning prince; the dignity of 
Boethius was adorned with the titles of con? 
fuland patrician, and his talent^ wereufefuUy 
employed in the important flaition of mailer 
of. the offices. Notwithflanding the equal 
claims of the Eaft and Weft, his two fonsi 
were created, in their tender youth, th§ con^ 
fuls of the iame year (93). On the memora- 
ble day of their inauguration, they proceeded 
in folemn pomp from their palace to the 
forum, amidft the applaufe of the fenate and 
people ; and their joyful father, the true con- 
ful of Rome, after pronouncing an oration in 
the praife of his royal benefaftor, diftributed 
a triumphal largefs in the games of the circus. 
Profperous in his fame and fortunes, in his 
public honours and private alliances, in the 
cultivation of fcience and the confciouffaefs of 
virtue, Boethius might have been ftyled hap- 

(93) Pagi, Munttori, ice. are agreed that Boetliius himfelf was 
conful in theyear 510, his two fons in jia, and in 487, perhaps^ 
his father. A defire of afcribing the laft of rhefc confnlfeips to the 
philofopher, had perplexed the chronology of his life. In hit ho- 
nours, alliances, children, he celebrates his own felicity—- his paft 
feLcity (p. 109,110.}. 
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py, if that precarious epithet could be fafely 
applied before the laft term of the life of man. 

A philofopher, liberal of -his wealth and"**P^*®^' 
parfimonious of his time, might be infenfible "" 
to the common allurements of ambition, the. 
thirft of gold and employment. And fome 
credit may be due to the affeveration of Boe- 
thius, that he had reluftantly obeyed the di- 
vine Plato, who enjoins every virtuous citi- 
zen to refcue the ftate from the ufurpation of 
vice and ignorance. For the integrity of his 
public conduft he appeals to the memory of 
his country. His authority had reftrained 
the pride and oppreflion of the royal officers, 
and his eloquence h2^d delivered Paulianus 
from the dogs of the palace. He had always 
pitied, and often relieved the diftrefs of the 
provincials, whofe fortunes were exhaufted by 
public and private rapine ; and Boethius alone 
had courage to oppofe the tyranny of the Bar- 
barians elated by conqueft, excited by ava- 
rice, and, as he complains, encouraged by 
impunity. In thefe honourable contefts, his 
fpirit foared above the confideration of dan- 
ger, and perhaps of prudence ; and we may 
Jearn from the example of Cato, that a cha- 
racter of pure and inflexible virtue is the 
moft apt to be mifled by prejudice, to be 
heated by enthufiafin, and to confound pri- 
vate ennfiities with public juftice. The difci- 
ple of Plato might exaggerate the infirmities 
of nature and the imperfeftions of fociety;^ 
and the mildeft form of a Gothic kingdom, 
even the weight of allegiance and gratitude, 
muft be infupportable to the free Ipirit of a 
Roman patriot. But the favour and fidelity 
of Boethius declined in juft proportion with 
the public happinefs ; and an unworthy col- 

league 
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league was impofcd, to divide and controul 
the power of the mafter of the offices. In the 
laft gloomy feafon of Theodoric, he indig- 
nantly felt that he was a flave ; but as his 
mafter had only power over his life, he ftood 
without arms and without fear againft the 
face of an angry Barbarian, who had been 
provoked to believe that the lafety of the fc- 
He k accuf- Hate was incompatible with his own. The fe- 
cdoftrcB- nator Albinus was accufed and already con^ 
vifted on the prefumption of 'hoping, as it was 
faid, the liberty of Rome, " If Albinus be 
"criminal, exclaimed the orator, "the fe- 
*' nate and myfelf are all guilty of the fame 
** crime. If we are innocent, Albinus is 
*^ equally entitled to the protedion of the 
*' laws." ^Thefe laws might not have punifli- 
ed the fimple and barren wifli of an unattain-f 
able bleffing ; but they would have fliewn lefs 
indulgence to the rafli confeffion of Boethius, 
that, had he known of a conlpiracy, the ty- 
rant never fliould (94). The advocate of Al-^ 
binus was foon involved in th^ danger and 
perhaps the guilt of his client ; their figna- 
ture (which they denied as a forgery) was 
affixed to the original addrefs, inviting the 
emperor to deliver Italy from the Goths ; and 
three witneffes of honourable rank, perhaps 
of infamous reputation, attefted the treason- 
able defigns of the Ropian patrician (95). 
Yet his innocence muft'be preuimed, fince he 

wa^ 

(94) Si ego dciffcm tu nefcifTe*. Boethtii* adopt« this anfwer 
(Li. prof. 4. p. 53.) of Julius Canus, whofe philolbphic death n 
dcfcribed by Seneca (De Tranquillltate Aniaii, c. 14.). 

(95) The characters of his two delators, BafiHus (Var. ii. 10, i f. 
iv. 22.) and Opilto '(v. 41. viii. 76.) are iHullratieid) not much to 
their honour, in the EpiiUes of Cafliodorius, which likewifc zatn- 
tion Dccoratus (v. 31.) the worchfefs coUeagae ef Boethius (1. iii. 
prof. 4. p. 193.). 
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was dq>rived by Thcodoric of the means of 
ju^fication, and rigoroully confined in the 
tower of Pavia, while the fenate^ at the di£. 
tance of five hundred miles, pronounced a 
ientence of confifcation and death againft the 
fiK>fb iUuibrious of its members* At the com^ 
mand of the Bajtbarians, the occult icience of 
a philofopher was ftigmatized with the names 
qi lacrilege and magic (96). A devout and 
dutiful attachment to the fenate was con- 
demned as criminal by the trembling voices 
of the fenators themfidlves ; and their ingra- 
titude deferved the wifh or predidion of 
Boethius, tha^ after him, none fhould be 
found gttiltyi^pihe fameof&nce(97). 

While Boetraus, opprefled with fetters, ex- His imprU 
pefted each moment the fentence or thejj*^"^'^^^^'^,^ 
ftroke of death, he compofed in the tower of a.d. 524' 
Pavia the canfolaiion of pbilofophy j a ^Iden 
volunie not unworthy of the leifure of Hato 
or TuUy, but which claims incomparable me- 
rit from the bagrbarifm of the times and the 
fituation of the author. The cdeftial guide 
whom he had fo long invoked at Rome and 
Athens, now condeurended to illumine his 
dungeon, to revite his courage, and to pour 
into his wounds her &lutary balm. She 
taught him to compare his long profperity 
a^ his recent diflreis, and to conceive new 
hopes from the inconftancy of fortune. Rea« 

foD 

(91^} A fevere enquiry was infliruted into the crime of map'c 
(Var. iv, 2z, 23. ix. 18.) and it was belieyed that many necroman- 
cers had efcaped by making their gaolers mad : for mad, I fhould 

(97) Boethiui.had composed hi%ownApol<^gy)(^.S3*)>P<>'^2P«'&("*e 
intere^B^ th^n liis cooiolation. We xnuftt.btr content with the ge* 
oeral view of bis honours, priociples, perfecwtion, fte. (1. i. pr«r. 
vn, p. 41-— 6^.), which m»y be compared with the (liort and weighty 
words cf the Valefiau Fragment fp. 723.). An anonymous writer 
(Sinner, Catalog. MSS. ^ibliot. Bern, tom. i. p. 1B7.; charges hina^ 
home with honourable and patriotic treafon. 
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fon had informed him of the precarious con- 
dition of her gifts ; experience had fatisfied 
him of their real value ; he had enjoyed 
them without guilt ; he might rejfign, theih 
without a figh, and calmly difdain me impo- 
tent malice of his enemies, who had left him 
happinefs, fince they had left him virtue. 
From the earth, Boethius afcended to heaven 
in fearch of the supreme good ; explored 
the metaphyfical labyrinth of chance and de- 
ftiny, of prefcience and free-will, of time 
and eternity ; and generoufly attempted to 
reconcile the perfed attributes of the Deity, 
with the apparent diforders o^is moral an<i 
phyfical government. Such ^Rcs of confo- 
lation, fo obvious, fo vague, or fo abftrufe, 
are ineffeAual to fubdue the feelings of human 
nature. Yet the fenfe of misfortune may be 
diverted by the labour of thought ; and the 
fage who could artfully combine in the fame 
work, the various riches of philofophy, poetry, 
and eloquence, muft already have poflefled the 
intrepid calmnefs, which he aflfefted to feek. 
Sulpenfe, the worft of evils, was at length de- 
termined by the minifters of death, who exe- 
cuted, and perhaps exceeded, the inhuman 
^ mandate of Theodoric. A ftrong cord was 
fattened round the head of Boethius, and 
forcibly tightened, till his eyes almoft ftarted 
from their fockets ; and fome mercy may. be 
difcovered in the milder torture of beating 
him with clubs till he expired (98). But his 

genius 

(98) He was executed in Agro Calventiano (Calvenzano between 
Marignano and Pavb), Anonym. Valef. p. 72^, by order of Eufe- 
biu8 couut of TicinuRi or Pavia. The place of his confinemenc is 
Ckyled the iaptifiery, an edifice and name peculiar to cathedrals, it 
it claimed by the perpetual tradition of the church of- Pavia. Tho 
tower of Boethius fiibfifted till the year 1584, and the df aught is yet 
prelcrv^d (Tirabofcht, tom^iii. p,47^ 4?.;. 
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genius iurvived to difiufe a ray of knowledge 
over the darkeft ages of the Latin world; 
the writings of the philofopher were tranflat- 
ed by the moft glorious of the Engliih kings 
(99), and the tiiird emperor of the name of 
Otho removed to a more honourable tomb 
the bones of a Catholic laint, who, from his 
Arian perfecutors, had acquired the honours 
of martyrdom, and the feme of miracles ( 1 00). 
In the laft tours of Boethius, he derived fome 
comfort from the iafety of his two fons, of 
his wife, and of his father-in-law, the vene- 
rable Symmachus. But the grief of Symma- 
chus was indifcreet, and perhaps difrefpeA* 
ful : he had prefumed to lament, he might 
dare to revenge, the death of an injured 
friend. He was dragged in chains from Death of 
Rome to the palace of Ravenna ; and the fuf-^^" 
pidons of Theodoric could only be appeafedA.D, 525. 
by the blood of an innocent and aged fena* 
tor(ioi). 

Humanity will be difpoied to encourage Remorfe 
any report which teftifies the jurifdidion of ^^hwdL 
confcience and the remorfe ot kings; andric, a.d. 
philofophy is not ignorant that the moft ^^or-^^* |^ 

rid 

(99) Seethe Biognphla Britaunica, Alfrep, tom.i. p. 80. 2d 
edition. The work ia ftill more honourable if performed under the 
learned eye of Alfred by his foreign and domeftic dodors. For the 
reputatiou of Boethias in the middle ages, confult Brucker (Hift. 
Crit. Philofoph. torn. iii. p. 56Si 566.) 

(100) The infcription on his new tomb was compofcd by the pre- 
ceptor of Otho the third, the learned Pope Silvefter II. who, like 
Boethius himfelf, was ilyled a nugidan by the ignorance of times. 
The Catholic martyr had carried his head in his hands a coniiderable 
way (Baronius, A. D. $^6, No. 17, 18.) ; yet, on a fimilar tale, a 
lady of my acquaintance once obferved, ** JLa diftance n'y fait 
** rien ; il n'y a que le premief pas qui coute.*' 

(loi) Boethius applauds the virtues of his father-in-law (1. i.prof. 
4. p. 59. 1. ii. pnf< 4. p. 118.). Procopins (Goth. 1. i. c. i. , the 
Valcfian Fragment (p. 724*^ and the Hiftoria Mifcella (1. xv. p 105.) 
agree in praiiing the fuperior innocence or fandity of Symmachus; 
and in the eftimation of the legend, the guilt of bis murder is equal 
to the imprifoxunenc of a Pope. 
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rid fpe^e% are fometimes created by the pCfW'* 
crs of a difordered fancy, and tlie weaknefs of 
a diftempered body. After a Hfe of virtue 
and glory, Theodoric was how defccnd- 
ing with £hame and guilt into the grave : bis 
mind was humUed by the contraft of thepaft, 
and juftly alarmed by the invifible terrors of 
futurity. One evening, as it is related, when 
the head of a large fifli was ferved on the roy- 
al table (102), he fuddenly exckinried that he 
beheld the angry countenanee of Symmachuis^ 
hi$ eyes glaring fury and revenge, and his 
mouth armed with long Iharp teeth, which 
threatened to devour him. The monarch in- 
ftantly retired to his chamber, and, as he lay, 
tremUkig with aguilh cold, under a weight of 
bed-<dothes, he exprefied in broken murmur* 
to his phyficiaii Ehjidius, his deep repentance 
fior the murders of Boethius and Symmachua' 
^103.) His malady encreafed, and after a dy- 
lentery which continued three days, he ex- 
pired in the paBice of Ravenna,, in the thirty- 
third, or, if we compute from the inyafionof 
. . Italy, in the thirty-feventh year of his reign. 
Gonfciou^ of his s^proaching end, he S:vidcd 
his treafures and provinces between his two 
grandfons, and fixed the Rhone as their com- 
mon boundary ( 1 04). Amalaric was reftored 

to 

(102) In the fanciful cloqueHce of Cafliodorfns^ the variety of fca 
and river-Sih are an evidence of cTtenfive d6mrnfoir; and' tnofe of 
die Rhine, of Sieily, and of tfte Danube', were ferved on. the table, 
of TheodoHc fVar. xii. 14.). The* monftrou* turbor of Domitlatt. 
(Jiiv^aK Satir. iii. 39.) had been caught on the fljores erf the Adri- 
atic. 

(i03>Pn>€0piue, Goth. 1. i. c. x.* Bptf he might havt infbrmed'u«,, 
whether he had received this curious anecdote from coxnmuili report, 
or from the mouth of the rpyal phyfician. 

^iQ4) Procopius, Goih. 1. 1. c. X, a, la, 13. This partition had 
Iken dircAed by Theodoric, though it was not executed till after his 
deatl^ Regni hereditatem fuperftes relit^uit (Ilidor. Chron. p. 721. 
edit. Groc). 
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ciaiJ^piBfU of ths Qftt*4^^ t;^ftl befMfitl^d 

ydare;.tiut wiso:wasr ehiriflidd u cW lift m^# 

lived marriage of.('^]hft4iither AmtilrfiSflf^^ 
with a royd nigitive of the fame blood (105). 
tfrth^ g^efetf<^ ci t]|^ d^&g ffiOnitc^^ tlie Go- 
t^c ^ick su^ tlalml» filagi^rsitcs imitti £^y ^th^ 
g;aage4^ their, faidi »aii4. loyalty to the young 
pi^iiicf, iitid toJilr^^ &iid fe- 

ceived in the fame awful fliomenf , ifiis lafi' fa- 
lutary advice, to maintain the laws, to love 
the fenate and people of Rome, and to culti- 
vate with decent reverence the friendfhip of 
the emperor ( 1 06). The monument of Theo- 
doric was erefted by his daughter Amalafun- 
tha, in a confpicuous fituation, which com- 
manded the city of Ravenna, the harbour, 
and the adjacent coaft. A chapel of a circular 
form, thirty feet in diameter, is crowned by a 
dome of one entire piece of granite : from the 
centre of the dome, four columns arofe, which 
fupported, in a vafe of porphyry, the remains 
of the Gothic king, furrounded by the bra- 
zen ftatues of thetwelve apoftles(io7). His 
fpirit, after fome previous expiation, might 
have been permitted to mingle with the bene- 
VoL. VIL E factors 

(105) Berimiind, the third In defcent from Hermiuiric, king of 

the Oftrogotha, had retired into Spain, /where he lived and died in \ 

ohfcurity (Jornandes, c. 33. p. 202. edit. Murator.)* See the dif- 
Cdvery, nuptials, and death of hisgrandfon Eutharic (c. 58. p. 220..). 
His Roman games might render him popular (CafTiodor. in Chron.), 
bat Eutharic was afpcr in religionc (Anonym. Valef. p. 7229 

(106) See the counfels of Theodoric, and the profeffions of his fuc« 
ceffor, in Procopius (Goth. 1 i.e. I, 2.), Jornaiides (c. 59, p 220., 
22i.)> and Caf^odorius (Var. viii. i — 7.). Thefe epiftles are the 
triumph of his minifterial eloquence. 

( 1 07) Anonym. Valef. p. 724. Agnellus de Vitis Pont. Raven, in 
Murateri Script. Rcnifn Ital. torn. ti. P. i. p. 67, Albert! Oefcritti- 
oDed'ItaUa,p: 31 X. 
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£idor8 o£ mankind, if an Italian hermit had 
pot been witnefs in a vifion to the damnatlbn 
of Theodoric(io8), whofib foul was plunged, 
by the minifters c^ divine vengeance, into the 
vidcano of Lipari, one of the flaming nioutbs 
of the infernal world (top)* . 

(io8)Thi8legeDdi8relatedbxGreffoc7U (Diate* iT»s6»}»an4 
spproved by Baronius (A. D. 5i^.N*» sS.); aid both the Pofe 
and Catdiaalare graYc dodon» fafficieot to efiabtiih^a fnMU opi^ 
nioD. . " 

(Z09) Theodoric himfdf, or rather Caffiodoriu^ had deicribed 
in tragic ftrains the volcanoes of Lipori.(C3virer» Sadlia^ p. 4o6--9^ 
4X0.) and VcfuTint (iv. jo.}. 
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C H A P- XL. 



Elevation of yti/im the Elder. — Reign (fjujiim^ 
an : — ^I." 7%e Emprefs Theodora.'-'-^, rations 
of the Circus^ and Sedition of Cori/iantinople. — 
III. Trade and Mantfaflures ofSilk.-^lV. Fi- 
nances and Taxes. — ^V. Edifices of yti/iinian. — 
Church of St. Sophia. — Fortifications and Fron- 
tiers of the Eajiem Empire. — Abolition of the 
Schools of Athens^ and the Confuljhip of Rome. 



I HE emperor Jultinian was born (i) nearButhofthc 
the ruins of Sardica (the modern Sophia), of jjJl[ln\^^ 
an obfcure race (2) of Barbarians (3), the in- a.d. 483, 
habitants of a wild and defbbte country, to 5^d.^483^ 
which the names of Dardanio, of Dada, and May n. 
of Bulgaria, have been fucceffively applied. 
His elevation was prepared by the adventurous 
fpirit of his uncle Juftin, who, with two other 
peafants of the fame village, deferted, for the 
profeffion of arms, the more ufeful employ- 
ment of hufbandmen or fliepherds (4). On 
E 2 ' foot, 

(i) There is fome difficulty in the date of his birth (Ludewig in 
Vit. Juftiniani, p. X2$.)> none in the }jia6e — the diftridl Bederiana 
—the village Taurefiuro, which he afterwards decorated with his 
name and fpIeBdour(D'AnviUe, Hift. de I'Acad, &c. torn. xixL p. 

(i) llie names of tbefe Dardanian peafants are Gothic, and al- 
moft Engiiih : JuJHniaH is a traofiation of ufrauda (t^ri^tt) ; his fa- 
ther SMbat'mn (in Grcco-barbarous bnguage filpa) was fbyled in hi« 
Tillage Iftock (Stock) : his mother Blgleniza was foftened into Vigi- 
lantla. 

(3)Ludewig.(p« x^7-"'350 attempts to rafttfy the Anician name 
€f Juftiuiaii and Theodora, and to cnrme6b them with a family from 
which the hoofe of Aufiria has been derived. 

(4) Seethe Anecdotes of Procopius (c. 6.)> with the notes of N. 
Alemaanus. The fatirift would not have funk, in the vague and 
decent appellation of yt^^fy^t the ByxoXti and 0v^of09s of Zonaras. 
Yet why are thole names di£pracefal ?— and what Qerman baron 
would not be proud to dcfcend from the Eutazw of the Odylfey } 



52 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

foot, with a fcanty provifion of bifcuit in their 
knapiacks, the three youths followed the high- 
road of Conftantinople, and wete foon enrol- 
led, for their ftrength and ftature, among the 
guards of the emperor L^o. Under the twa 
fucceeding reigns,the fortunate peifint emerg- 
ed to wealth and honours ; and his efcwe from 
fome dangers which threatened his life, was 
afterwards afcribed to the guardian angel who 
watches over the fate of kings. His Icwig and 
laudable fervice in the Ifaurian and Perfian 
wars, would not have preferved from oblivion 
the name of Juftin ; yet they might warrant 
the military promotion, which in the courfe of 
fifty years he gradually obtained ;. the rank of 
tribune, of count, and of general, the digni- 
ty of fenator , and the command of the guards, 
who obeyed him as their chief, at the. impor- . 
tant crifis when tlje emperor Anaftafius was re- 
moved from tlie world. The powerful kinf. 
men whom he hadrsafed and enriched, were 
excluded from the throne ; and the eunuch 
Amantius, who reigned in the palace, had 
fecretly refolved to fix the diadem on the head 
of the moft obfcquious of his creatures. A 
liberal donative, to conciliate the fufirage of 
the guards, was entriifted for that purpofe in 
the hands of their commander. But theie 
Elevation '^eighty arguitteflts were treaeheroufly em-' 
and reign ployed by Juftih in his own favour ; and as no' 
Jiift/n"£*^^^ competitor prefumed to appear, the Dacian 
A. D. s»8,peafant was invefted.with the purple, by thqi. 
A. d! Vi7, unanimous confent of the foWters* who knew 
Agrii. I.— him to be brave and gentle, of the clergy and. 
orAugufti. p^pjg ^jjQ believed him to bet^rthodox, and 
of the provinciak who yielded' a blind and 
implicit fubmiflion to the will of the capital. 
The elder JufiiU;, a;s he is difUnguifhed from 

another 
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anotiher emperor of the fame famUy and name, 
afcended the Byzantine throne at the age of 
fixty-ci^t years ; and, had he been left to his 
own guidance, every moment of a nine years 
reign muft have expofed to his fubjefts the 
impropriety of their choice. His ignorance 
was fimilar to that of Thcodoric ; and it is re- 
maridble, that in an age not deiHtute of learn- 
ing, two contemporary monarchs had never 
been inftrufted in the faiowledge of the alpha- 
bet. But the genius of Juftin was far inferior 
to that of the Gothic ting : the experience of 
a foldier had not qualified him for the govern- 
ment of an empire ; and, though perfonally 
brave, the confcioufnefs of his own weaknefi 
was naturally attended with doubt, diftruft, 
and political apprehenfion. But the official 
imfinefs of the fiate was diligently andi^thful- 
ly tranfafted by the quaeftor Proclus (5) ; and 
the aged emperor adopted the talents and am- 
bition of his nephew Juftinian, an afpiring 
youth, whom his uncle had drawn from the 
ruftic fblitude of Dacia, and educated at Con- 
ftantinople, as the heir of his private fortune 
and at length of the eaftern empire. 

Since the eunuch Amantius had been de- ^^f *^®"r 
frauded of his money, it became neceflfary to ^n of^ " 
deprive him of his life* The tafk was eafily M^»g»» 
accompKftied by the charge of a real or fi6titi- 5x0.1537. 
ous con^iracy ; and the judges were inform- 
ed, as 2m accumulation of guilt, that he v^s 
fecretly addicted tg the ManiphaKgi herefy (6). 

Amantius 

<5)W!ivirtii««rcpnrifti*1iyPro<»i^!i»(Pcr#c.ii. c. tiX The 
<]i»(ior Proclus was the friend ef Jofbinian, aii4 the cnem^ oC every 
4fihct adoption. 

( 6) Maoiehsas fignUies Kvtychian. Hear the fario«i» acdamatimis 
«fCo«fttBt^Mpk' and Tyre, thefMmcr Af marc ehao fix dayt after 

Ihc 
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Amantius loft his head ; three of lus compsu- 
nions, the firft domeftics of the palace, were 
punilhed either with death or exile ; and their 
unfortunate candidate for the purple was 
caft into a deep dungeon^ overwhelmed with 
fiones, and ignominioufly thrown, without 
burial, into the fea. The puin of Vitalian was 
a work of mor? diiEcpJty and danger. That 
Gothic chief had rendered himfelf popular by 
the civil war which he boldly waged agalnft 
Analiafius for the defence pf th? orthodox 
faith, and after the concluiion of an advanta- 
geous treaty, he ftill remained in the ncighr 
bourhood of Conftantinople at the head of a 
formidably and viftorious army of Barbarians. 
By the frail fecurity oif oaths, he was tempted 
to rel^nquifh this advantageous iituation, and 
to truft his perfon within the walls of a city, 
whofe inhabitants, particularly the blue fac- 
tion, were artfully mcenfed againft him by 
the remembrance even of his pious hoftilitics- 
The emperor and his nephew embraced him 
as the feithful ^nd worthy chainpion of the 
church and ftate ; and ^atefuUy adorned their 
favourite with the titles of conful and gene- 
ral ; but in the feventh month of Jii^ conful- 
ihip, Vitalian was ftabbed with feventecn 
wounds at the royal banquet (7) j and Jufti- 
nian who inherited the :^oil was accufed as tKe 
affaffin of a fpiritual brother, to whom he had 
z^cently pledged his faith in the participation 

pf 

the dcccafc of Aiiaftafius. They produced, the latter applauded, the 
tunuch's death (Baroniusi A. D. 518. P. ii. No 15. Fleury, Hift. 
EccIeC tom. vii. p. aoo* 205. fin>m the CoiiocUs, torn. v. p^ 183. 
407.). 

(7) ^*^ VP^^'^y charaAcr, and intentions, are perfeAly explained 
by the Count de fiuat (torn. iz.. p, SAt-^iJ)* He was great-grand* 
ifbn of Afpar hereditary prince in the htS^ ScythWi« «nd count of t]ie 
Gothic ftederati of Thrace. The Belii, whom he could influence, 
are the minor Goths of Joroandes (c. 51.), 
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of the chriftiaa myfteries (8). After the faH 
of his rival, he was promoted, without any 
claim of military fervice, to the office of mat 
ter-gpeneral of the Eaftem armies, whom it 
was his duty to lead into the field 2^;ainft the 
public enemy. But, in the purfuit of fame^ 
Juftinian might h^ve loft his pre&nt dominion 
over the age and weaknefs of his unde ; and, 
infiead of acquiring by Scythian or Periian 
trophies the applaute of his countrymen (9), 
, the prudent warrior foliated their farour in 
the churches, the circus, and the ienate, of 
Confiantinpple. The Catholics were attached 
to the nephew of Juftin, who, between the 
Keflorian and Eutychian herefies, trod the 
narrow path of inflexiUe and intolerant or- 
thodosy (10). In the firft days of the new 
reign, he prompted and gratified the popular 
cnuiufiafin againil the memory of the decea£> 
ed emperor. After a fchifm of thirty-four 
years, he reconciled the proud and angry fpi« 
rit of the Roman ponti^ and fipread amone 
the Latins a favourable report ox his pious re& 
pea for the apoftoUc iee* The thrones of the , 
£ail were filled with Catholic biihops devoted 
to his intereft, the clergy and the monks were 
gained by his liberality^ and the people were 
taught to pray for their future fovereign, the 
hope and pillar of the true religion. The 

mag. 

{?!) Juftintani patrlcH fadione dicitar interfedus.fuifle (Vidor 
TnnnoeBis, ehron. in Thefaur. Temp. Scatigcr, P. ii. p. 7«\ Fro* 
^iui ( Anccdot. c^y^K^fiu him a tyraiit, but acknowledges the 
•IkX^MrirMi. which is well crolained by Alemaonus. 

(9) Id hit ttriieft youdi (plane adolefcens) he had 'pafled fome 
tsme m an holUgf^ wi^ Theodortc. For this curious faa, Alemsli* 
SOS (ad Proeop. Anecdot. c. 9. p. 34. of the firft edition) quotes a 
MS. hiftory of Joftanian, hj* US'preceptor Tfaeophilus, Ludewig 
iV* 1 43«) viiies to m^ke him ^ foldicr. 

(iq) The ccclefiafttcal hiftory of Juftinian will be (hewn hereafter* 
S«e KuroninSy A. D. 518^-511. and the copious article Juftiniatin 
In Che index to the fiith ▼olum^ of his Aanals. 
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migfufiomiDe of Juftkiiaii was ^iQikyed in tl^'e 
fi^serior pomp of his public Q)e£befes, im ob- 
jeA notitk dicred ami impoitattt in the eyes 
of tlie ftiujdtude, than the ereed ofN^eeor 
Chalcedw i the ei^p^nce of his conAilfiiit) was 
fiAcemed at two hundred and eighty-eight 
thoufiun^ pieces of j^id ; twenty fion^, md 
thirty Itopards, W^re^oditeed at the &m^ 
time in th^ aniphitheatjre, nn& a iiutn^6QS 
• tf^in of h^rfes, with their rich trappings,' was 
beftoci^^ as an extrftOfdinary gift on thi vie- 
toridsis charioteeFis of the eircus? .Wkflehe 
ind»lgi^ the peo|^ of Conftantinople, 'and 
received the sddreffes of foreign kiii^,^ the 
nephew of fuftin affiduoufly cultivated the 
Mendfliip or the fenateJ T%at venerable patpe 
feemed to ^yalify its npienibers to- dedarc the 
&A^ of the nation, and to regulate the ftic- 
eeffion of the Imperial throne: the feelife 
Anai^allu^^ had permitted the vigour of goveriif- 
KienJ: to degenerate Into the fbitn orftbftandc 
i^ a» a]4fio(3racy; and the military officers 
^ho hft4 obtained the fenatorial r^ttK,' Vere 
foMot^ed by their dmneftic guards, a banii cif 
veterans, whefe amfts or acclamationsLniight 
fi« in a tttmultuous moment the di^cj^ ^ 
theEail. The treafures of the ftate werefa^ 
viflied to procure the voices of th^- fensrfbrs^ 
and their unanimous wlfh, that he wOuId be 
j4<^fed to adopt Juftinian for his colleague, 
was communicated to the emperor. But this 
r?qucft^ which too cfcarly ^(Jmpnafe^ Mm pf 
his ^pi^^tti^ing wid, was^ unw^icintme to the 

to retain the power vHhieh he was fnesqps^le 
lofjpx^rc^gi awl:Ju^^.IwIdi^;H^ purple 
with both^ his hand?,. SKlvtfe^'^^heti^ to prefer; 
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fince ^ deftion was fb profitable, fome older 
candidate. Notwithftanding this reproach, 
the fenate proeeedcd to decorate Juftinian 
with die royal epithet of nobili^mus ; and their 
decree was ratified by the affection or the fears 
of his unde. Afiter fome time the languor of 
mind and body, to which he was reduced by 
an incurable wound in his thigh, indifpenfa- 
bly required the aid of a guardian. He fum- 
monedthe patriarch ?ind fenators; and - in 
their prefence folemnly placed the diadcna on 
the head of his nephew, who was condufted 
from the palace to the drcus, and faluted by 
th? loud and joyful applaufe oJf the people. 
The lije of Juftin was prolonged about four ^ 
months, but from the inftant of this ceremo- 
ny, he was confidered as dead to the empire, 
which acknowledged Juftinian, in the forty- 
fifth year of his age, for the lawfyl fovereign 
oftheEaft(ii). 
V Prom his elevation to his death, Juftinian 'The w^ 
governed the Roman empire thirty-eight an, a. 'd" 
years, feven months, and thirteen days. The ^^'^^** 
^yeskts o£ his reign, which exdte our curious ^6s, NoV, 
attention by their nunibcr„ yaricty, and nn- f 4. 
portaece, are diligently related by the fecre- 
tary of BeKfarius, a rhetorician, whom clor 
quence had promoted to the rank of fenatm^ 
and pnefeft of Conftantinople. According tQ 
the viciffitudes of courage or fervkude, of far 

your 

tn) Tfc© reigtt of the cider Jufttn nwy be fotwid in the three 
€)ur«incles ol Ma#cellifitis, Vxdor, and John Ma^ah (torn. ii. p. 
130 — ijo.^I the Jail of w4ibm (in fpite of Hody, Prolegom. No. 
14. 3^. edit. l>3toB.) I^edfobn after Juftinian (Jfortin*8 Remarks^ 
Ac. y^A. i^. f' S^3.) I in the Ecclefiadica} Hiftory of Bvagrius (1. it. 
«• i9 *» 3> 9-)» ao<i **>€ Excerpta ef Tlieodonis (LcAor, No 37. )> 
aad in Cedttcnw (p. <j62— 366.) and Zonaras (1. xiv. p. 58— 61.), 
who txoty pali» for an origiaaK 
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vour or difgrace, Procopius (12) fixcceffivdy 
compofedthe hijioryy the panegyric^ andtheyi- 
ch*ra^cr fire of his own times. The eight books of the 
ricsofPro-Perfian, Vandalic, and Goniic wars (13) 
copius. which are continued in the five books of Aga- 
thias, deferve our efteem as a laborious and 
fuccefsful imitation of the Attic, or at leaft of 
the Afiatic writers of ancient Greece. His 
fafts are collected from the perfonal experi- 
ence and free converlation of a foldier, aftatef- 
man, and a traveller ; his ftyle continually 
afpires, and often attains, to the merit of 
ftrength and elegance ; his reflexions, more 
lefpecially in the i^eeches, which he too fre- 
quently inferts, contain a rich ftind of politi- 
cal knowledge ; and the hiftorian, excited by 
the generous ambition of pleafing and inftruc- 
ting pofterity, appears to difdain the prejudi- 
ces of the people, and the flattery of courts. 
The writings of Procopius (14) j were read 
and applauded by his contemporaries (15); 

but^ 

fiz) See the charaders of Procopius and Agathlai in La Mothc 
IcVayer (torn. viii. p. 144 — 175.), Voflins de Hiftoricis Graedsy h 
ii. c. *».)» andFabricius (Pfbliot Gritc. I. ,v. c. 5. torn. vi. p. 248^ 
"a7S.). Their religion, an hooourable problem, betrays bccafional 
•cviifonnitT, with a fecret attachment to Paganilm and philofophy. 

(jij) Inthefeven firft bookf, two Pcrfi^, .^wo. Vandalic, and three 
Gothic, ,Prpcopins has borrowed from Appian the divifion of pro^ 
vintcs and vara : the viiith bonk, tbougsh it bears the name of Go- 
thic, is a nii£c«llaneous and general ijupplementdown to the fpring of 
the year 5 53, from whence it is continued by Ag^thias tiU 559 (Pa*- 
^i, Critica, A. D. 579. No s-h ' . • 

(14) llie literary fate of Procopius has been fomewiiat unlucky, 
T. His books de Bello Gothico were ftolen by Leonard Aretin, an4 
publiihed (Fulginii, 1470. Venet. I471. apud Janfon. Mattaire. 
Annals Typograph. torn. i. edit, pofterior, p. %go. 304* 279.. A99') 
in his own name (See VofTius de Hift. Lat. I. iii. c^ 5.. and the fee* 
ble defence of the Venice Giornale de Letterati, torn. ziz. p. 207.), 
a. His works were mutilated by the firil Latin tranflators, Chrifto- 
pher Perfona (Giornale, torn. xix. p. 340--348.) and Raphael de 
Volaterra (Huet dcClaril'. Interpretihus, p. 166.), who did not e^eii 
coofult the MS. of the Vatican library, of which they were prsfed^ 
(Aleman. inPrtefat. Anecdot.). 3. The Greek text was not priQ* 
ted till 1607, by Hoefchelius of Aufb'urgh (Didionnaire de Bayle, 
Itom. ii. p^ 782.). 4, The Paris edition was imperfeAly executed 
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l>ut, although he refpeftfuUy laid them at the 
foot of the throne, the pride of Juftinian muft 
have been wounded by the praife of an hero, 
who perpetually eclipfes the glory of his inac- 
tive Sovereign. The confcious dignity of in- 
dependence was fubdued by the hopes and 
fears of a flave ; and the fecretary of Belifarius 
laboured for pardon and reward in the fix 
books of the imperial edifices. He had dextr- 
oufly chofen a fubje<% of apparent iplendour, 
in which he could loudly celebrate the genius, 
the magnificence, and the piety of a prince, 
who, both as a conqueror and le^flator, had 
furpajQTed the puerile virtues of Themiftodes 
and Cyrus (16). Difappointment might urge 
the flatterer to fecret revenge j and the firft 
glance of favour might again tempt him to 
mfpend and fuppreS a libel (17), in which 
the Roman Cyrus is degraded into an odious 
^d contemptible tyrant, in which both the 
fjmperor and his cpnfort Theodora are feri- 
oufly reprefented as two daemons, who had 
;aflumed aji hum^n form for the deftrucUon of 

man- 
by Claade Maltnet, a Jefuit of TJioIoufe (in 1663), iar diilant from 
the Louvre prcfs and the Vatican MS. from which, however, he 
lebtaiiied fome fupplemeots. His promifrd commentaries. &c» have 
never appeared. The Agathias of JLeyden (1^94) has been wifely 
repriQf ed by the Paris editor, with the Latin verfion of Bonaventnri 
Vulcanius, a learned interpreter (Huet, p, 176.)* 

(i $) Agathias in Prxfat. p. 7, 8. 1, iv. p. 137. Evagrins (1, iv. c, 
la.)* See Ukewife Photius, cod. Iziii. p, 65. 

(16) Kvptf iranhiA (fays he, Praefat. ad 1. de Bdificiii «rfpt»Ti0>futTwt) 
is no more than Kup* 9r«i^ — a pun ! In thefe five books, Procopi- . 
lis affeds a Chrxftiau, as well as a courtly ftyle*. 

(17) Procopius difdofes himfelf (Prefat. ad AuecdoC. c X, 1.5. 
and the anecdotes are re^oned as the axtii book by Suidaa {tmx vi. 
p. xB6. edit. Kufter), The filence of Evaerins is a poor obje^ioa. 
Baronius (A. D. 54S. No 94.) regrets the tofiiof this fecret hiiiory : 
St was then in the Vatican library, in his'own cuftedy, and wasfiift 
publiflied fixteen years after his death, with the learned^ but partial* 
notes of Nicholas Aleniannua (Lvgd. i6»3«)« 
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mankind ( 1 8). Such bafe inconfiftcncy mufl: 
doubtlefs fully the reputation, and detraft 
from the credit, of Procopius : yet, after the 
venom of his malignity has been iuflFered to 
exhale, the refidue of the anecdotes^ even the 
moft difgraceful fafts, fome of which had been 
tenderly hinted in his public hiftory, are efta- 
bKftied by their internal evidence, or the au- 
thentic monuments of the times (ig). From 
thefe various materials, I fliall now proceed to 
defcribe the reign of Juftinian, which will de- 
ferve and occupy an aSiple Ipace. The pre- 
fent chapter will explain the elevation and 
charafter of Theodora, the fadions of the cir- 
cus, and the peacefiil admiftiftration of the 
J^^^5"^®/f/overeign of the Eaft. In the three fiicceeding 
Juftinian. chapters, I (hall relate the wars of JuftiniaH 
which atchieved the conqueft of Africa and 
Italy ; and I fliall follow the viftories of Beli- 
farius and Narfes, without difguifing the va- 
nity of their triumphs, or the hoftile virtue of 
the Perlian and Gothic heroes. The follow- 
ing volume will embrace the jurifprudence 
and theology of the emperor ; the controver- 
fies and feds which IHII divide the oriental 
church ; the reformation of the Roman law, 
which is obeyed or refpecl^ci by the nations 
of modern Europe. 
Birth and 1. In the exercife of fiiprem^ power, the 
"f^^'^^firft acl of Juftinian was to- divide it with the 
Theodora. womaj:^ 

- . (iS) Jiiftiotait an als-^thfr perfe^ liksocis of Domititn (Anec- 
4)of. «. S«>-^ThMdeFifs lorcn driven from her bed by rival dsmfqiif 
<-^her nvarviage §or«ioid with a great dxaisn-ra monk fair ^ pr i.Bce 
,«^ the dipmonsj inftead of Jnftiiiiao, an the throoc-^tbe fery^Jits 
who waedied^ behdd'a face with««t features, s body waUdng with* 

( «vt af9 headV ^* &C Procopius deciaru m» own and bis friends be- 
lief in thefe diabolical .i^rie& (c. il«). 

(19) Montefquieu (Confideratioos fur la Grandeur et la Deca- 
dence dc8 Romains, c. zx.) gives credit to thefe anecdotes, as con- 
nedcd, I. with the weaknef« of the empire^ and, 2/ with the infta« 
bility of Juftinian's laws. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 6i 

woman whom he loved, the famous Theodo* 
ra(9o), whofe ftrange elevation cannot heap* 
{^ded as the triumph of £smale virtue. Un*-. 
der the rdgn of Ai^aftafius, the care of the 
wiidbciafta maintained by the ^een &dion 
at Ck>iiftantinoj^e9 was entrufled Xo Acacius a 
native of the ifle of Cyprua, .who, from his 
employment, was furnamed the nmfter of the 
bes^. This honourable office was given after 
his death to another candidate, notwithfland- 
ing the diligepce of his wid<)w, who had al- 
r^bdy provided a huiband aikt a fucceflbr. 
Acacius had left three daughters, Comito (21) 
Th£oz>ora, and Aliaftafia, theeldeftof whom 
did not then .exceed the age of feven years. 
On a foiemn feftival, thde helj^eis orphaxis 
were £ent by thdr diftre&d itod indigqit 
mother, in the garb of fiippUants, into the 
midft of the theatre : the green ftftion receiv- 
ed them with contempt, the^ Uues with com^ 
paffion ; and this difference, which funk die^ 
into the mind of Theodota^ was fidt long af- 
terwards in the adminiftration of the empire^ 
As they improved in age and beauty, the. 
three ^ers were fucceiSvely devoted to the 
public and private pleafures o£ the Byzantiae 
people ; and Theodora, after following Ckmii- 
to on the ftage, in the dreis of a flave, with 
a ftool on her head, was at length permhtcd: 
to exercife b&r independent takasits. She nei« 
ther danced, nor fung, nor played on the 

flute; 

(«o) For the life aod manners of the cmprfefs Theodora, fee the 
Anecdotes; more efpccially c. i — 5. 9, 10—15, 16. 17. with the 
learned note* of Alemanmw — a reference which is always implied. 

(21) Comito was afterwards married to Sittas duke of Armenia, 
the father perhaps, at leaft ftc might be the mothier, of the craprcfs 
Sophia. Two nephews of Theodora may be the fons of Anaftafia. 
(Aleman. p. 30, 3i0* 
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flute; her fldU was confined to the panto^ 
mime arts ; flic excelled in bufibon charadets, 
and as often as the comedian fwelled her 
cheeks, and complained with a ridiculous tone 
and gefture of tne blows that were inflicted, 
the whole theatre of ConftantinOple refoundcd 
with laughter and applaufe. Tlie beauty of 
Theodora (aa) was the fubjed of more flatter- 
ing praife, and the fource of more exquifite 
dddght. Her features were ddicate and regu- 
lar ; her complexion, though fomewhat pale, 
was tinged with a natural colour ; every fcn- 
fation was inftantly exprefied by the vivacity 
of her eyes } het eafy motions difplayed the 
graes of a fmall but elegant figure ; and either 
love or adulation might proclaim, that paint- 
ing and poetry were incapable of delineating 
the matchleis excellence of her form. But 
this form was degraded by the fecility with 
which it was expofed to the public eye, and 
profiituted to licentious defire. Her venal 
charms were abandoned to a promifcuous 
crowd of citizens and flxangers, of every rank 
and of every profeflion : mt fortunate lover 
who had been promifed a night of enjoy- 
ment, was often driven from her bed by a 
ftronger or more wealthy favourite; and 
when flie pafled through the flxeets, her pre* 
fence was avoided by 2dl who wiflied to efcape 
either the fcandal or the temptation. The 

£itirical 

(%%) Her (Utue was raifed at Conftantiuople, on a porphyry co- 
lumn. See Procopius (de Edif. ]. i. c. 1 1,}, who givtis her por* 
trait in the Anecdotes (c. lo ). Aleman. (p. 47.) produces one 
from a Mo(aic at Raveona, loaded with pcarU and jewels, and yet 
handfome. 
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fidrical hiftorian has not bluihed (13) to de- 
fixibe the naked icenes which Theodora was 
not afliamed to exhibit in the theatre (24). 
After exhaufiing the arts of fenfual pleafiire 
(25), ihemoft ungratefuUymunnuredagaini): 
the parfimony of Nature (26) ; but her mur- 
murs, her pleafiires, and her arts^ nraft be 
veiled in the obfcurity of a learned language. 
After reigning for fome time the delight and 
contempt, of the capital, fhe condefcended to 
accompany Ecebohis, a native of Tyre, who 
had obtained the government of the African- 
Paitapolis. But this union was ftail and 
tranfient ; Ecebohis ibon rgedbed an expen« 
five or faithleis concubine ; ihe was reduced 
at Alexandria to extreme diftrefs ; and in her 
laborious return to Conftantinople, every dty 
of the Eaft admired and enjoyed the £ur Cy-» 
prian, whofe merit sqypeared tojuftify her de- 
cent from the peculiar ifland of Venus. The 

vague 

{%i) A CrtgitoeBt of the Aneodoiei (c, 9.)* Umemhtt too oakedp 
was fnpprefled by Alemannut, thoufb eitaot in the Vatican MS. ; 
Her has the dtScA been fiipplied in the Paris or Venice editiom. 
LaMbthe le Vayer (torn. ▼iix. p. 155.) gave the firft hiat of thie 
cnrioas and genuine paflage (Jortin^s Remarks, voL W, p. 366.}, 
which he had recdTed from Rome, and it has been fince publiflied 
in the Menagiana (torn. iii.p. 2i4-'*i590» ^*^ * iMfm Tcniott. 

(04) After the mention o;^ a narrow girdle (as none could ap* 
pear ftwk*naked in the theatre), Procopins thus proceeds : mimwnf 
TmmA n t»,^ •l'»ff« imrw imito« ^inH ^ ^Mf t • * • *f(^ ^nfn 

tnvyx^mm To^i c«fMt&» mdfvh aATM imm iMSXa^nM sw4tr. I 4ttTe 
heard that a learned prelate, now defecafed, was fond ctf quoting this 
paflage in converfation. 

(a$) Theodmra fnrpafled the O^Sfk of Aofonins (Epigram hni.), 
who imitated the cafitalis Ituqis of the females of Nolo. See 
^nintiUan InlUtut. yiii. 6. and Torreotins ad Herat. Sermon. 1. i. 
fat. »•▼. loi* At a memorable fuoper, thirty flavet waited round 
the table ; ten young men feafted with Theodora. Her charity 
was umntrfaK 

£t laflataviris, necdumiatiau. receffit. 
(t6) Hh iMM* T^MV rfvitnfMif»m, tfyt^9fU99 swmXs* tn ^voti 
}i»^9fitfun *« h i*n MM TJlmc aurn imvtimv x wv im>i rfuwmt •*••? 
hwn M MM uuan tfymttff^^ Shcwilhed fm % fiurtk altur on 
which ihe night pour libatieiuCptbe god of love. 



6+ THE DECLINE AND FALL 

va^e (rcHnnierce of Tbeoddra/and tUc moft 
ckt6ftaH<: prec^utiojti^ pre&i^^ her iiddni tke; 
danger which fhe fexted ; Y^ onCe, and odce 
enly^ Ihef became a mother. The utfant i^^ai 
&ved aad educated la Arabia^ by his. father^ 
who inoparted to him on his death^bcd^ that 
he yf^9S the ion of ^axtemprds. Fffldd widi 
ambitious hopes^ thdiiiifizipeiSingyoBth isA^ 
mediately haftened to the palate of Gonftoitti^ 
RopSc^.a&d was admitted to the prefmet^'^ 
his nusdb^f. ; As he was ifieVer more -feen^ 
even aiter the deossfetof Theodora^ flue d&^ 
ferret the foul imputatiosl. a£ extiiiguifllio^ 
with his lifd a fegret fo lafienfive td h^ inqpe-* 
rial virtue. 
Her mar- Ih thcsnoft abjcft ftato of > hehr fcartoxxi^ ind 
riagewith reputation, ibme Yi^EOii]^ dither of fl^ or irf 
juftinian. jgui^y^ had whifpcrcd toTheoqbra the;ffe$lfi 

s^tirance that Ihe was-<tQftiiKKl tio become the 
%oi][fe of" a fpdtent: ihonardxj Cbiifidob:^ of 
her approaching greatnefs, flie returned from 
Paphlagonia to Conftantinople ; atiiimed, like 
a fltflfui aftre®, a mof&^^tnt cMt^Sstt i iie- 
"> lieve4 te^ poverty by iho laudable iadjidPtry of 
%iiffii»^ Hyt)oJ J andaffe^ed-a life of tifeftfty 
^4fpnt^<}e Ml ;^ fmaJd kotlfe, which &ela&er- 
wartk* ditt«ged ^nto a itfagmficefit tethple (^7). 
Her teawty,.. affift^ .fey f^rt oy axxident^ £0^^ 
ajtratfted^captii^atcd, --afid fixed,; the jpjttri- 
ciaitL . Jt^llai^ who. iii^^ reigneil^.with/aJb* 
folu«tf*''fi»^jr"tittd^-the ttame <Df . hi^ utitfe. 
Perhap&&e€o<itriv)§^itOL>eAhai^ t}i« vddue of 
a gift which fte h«d fo^^afi kvilhed 0« the 
isieaneil of mankind i perhaps Ihe indamed^ 

' at 

{tj) A t m tfm .dc Antlqvittt. "d Fi 1^ iii. 131. I» Mkditri tin- 

tkiit TiMtfddlAi ito«l(f Hot iMve iilMAort4)iM i b#otlMl : Mie i tpj^ 
this fa(^ to her tccoM «d4 «^ttt«^ tlA^Cfifi^lit G«iitdfiCi«*pk^ 
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at firft bf modeft cklays, and at laii by fenfual 
alhir«]iieMSy the defires of a lover who from 
natare cfr d^fvolion was addicted to kmg vigib 
and abAemious diet. When his firft tranf- 
forts had fubiided, fiie ftiB maintsdned the 
tunc afceadant orerr Im mind^ by the more 
ftfid merit of temper and utiderftaiKiing. 
Jufiinian delighted to ennoble and enrich the 
obged: of Ins afie^on ^ the treafures of the 
E^ Were poured at faer feet, and the ne|dMrw 
of Joftin was detornuned> perhaps by re&i-^ 
€116 fcnjpleSy to beftow on Ms concubine the 
£K:tad and kg^ chara^^ <tf a wife. !QQt the 
bms of Roftie espre&Iy prohibited the mar- 
risKj^of a fenator with any frniale, who had ' 
iieen diflkonoured by a fervile origin or thea- 
trical prdfdi&on: the emprefs Lufi&dna, or 
Enphemia, a Barbarian of ruflic maimcirsy 
bat of irreproachable virtue, refiifed to accept 
a prdJ^tute for her niece ; and even Vi^hima 
the fupea?ftitioas mother of JuiHnian, t^ngh 
fiiff acknowled^^ the wit and bdai^ of 
Theodotay was&rioufiys^prehenfive, left the 
leyky and arrogance of that artful paramour 
might corrupt the piety and happinefs of her 
imu Thefe obflacles were removed by the in- 
flexible conftancy of Juftinian. He patiently 
expededthe death of the emprefs ; he defpif* 
ed the tears of lus mother, who foon funk 
under the weight of her afflidion ; and a law 
was promulgated in the name of the emperor 
Juffin, which aboliihed the rigid jurii^fu- 
dence Of antiquity. A glorious repentance 
(die Words of the edift) was left open for 
the unhappy females who had proftituted 
their perfons on the theatre, and they were 
permitted to contrad a legal union with the 
Vol. VII. F moft 
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moft illuftrious of the Romans (28). Tiwf 
indulgence was fpeedily followed by the 
folemn nuptials of Juftinian smd. Theodora ; 
her dignity was gradually exalted with that 
. of her lover ; and, as &K)n as Jufiin had in- 
vefted his nephew with the purple, the pa^ 
triarch of Confiantinople placed the diadem 
on the head& of the emperor and emprefs of 
the Eaft* But the ufual honours which the 
feverity of Roman manners had sdlowed to the 
wives of princes, could not iatisfy either the 
ambition of Theodora or the fondneis of Jus- 
tinian. He feated her on the throne as an 
equal 2md independent colleague in the iove- 
reigntyof theempire^ and an oath of allegi- 
ance was impofed on the governors of me 
provinces in the joint names of Juftinian and 
Theodora (29). The Eaftern world fell pro- 
ftrate before the genius and fortune of the 
daughter of Acacius^^ The profiitute who, in 
the prefence of innumerable fpedbtors, had 
polluted the theatre of Conftantinople, was 
adored as a queen in the £une city, by grave 
magiftrates, orthodox bifliops, vi^^orious ge- 
nerals, andcaptivemonarchs (30). 

Thofc 

(iS} See the tfld law in JttfUnito's Cede (I. v. tit. v^Ieg. 7. tit. 
Ixvii. leg. I.) Under the years 3^6 and 454- The new ediA (about 
(heyearjlz or 51a. Alcman. p. 38. 96^) vnj awkwardly repeak 
no more than the claufe of mulieret fcenkse^ libertinx taaemariaB. 
See the novels 89 and Z17. and a Greek refcript from Juftinian to 
' the bifliops ( AlemaH. p. 41.). 

(ap) I fwear by the Father, &c. by the Virgin Mary, by the four 
Gofpels, qn£ in maoibus teneo, and by the holy Archangels Midiael 
and Gabriel, puramcoDfcientiamgermanomque fenricium me fervsi* 
turum, facratiflimis DDNN« JiiiUniano et Theodoras conjugi ejus 
(Novell, viii. tit. 3.). Would the oath have been binding in ikvour 
of the widow ? Communes titnli et triumph!, &c. ( Aleman. p. 47, 
48. )• 

(30) <* Letgreatnefsownher, and, fhe*8 mean no more", &c. 
• Without Warbnrton's critical telefcope, I ihould never have feeo, in 
this general pidure of triumphant viee, any perfonal allufion to 
Tlieodora. 
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Thofe who believe that the female mind is Her tynui- 
totally depraved by the lofe of chaftity, will°y* 
eagerly lifteil to all the itiveftives of private 
envy of popular refentment, which have dif- 
fcmbled the virtues of Theodora, exaggerated 
her vices, and condemned with rigour the 
V£nal or voluntary fins of the youthful har- 
lot. From a motive of fhame or contempt, 
fhe often declined the fervile homage of 
the multitude, efcaped jfrom the odious light 
of the capital, and pafled the greateft part 
of the year in the palaces and gardens which 
were pleaiantly feated on the fea-coaft of the 
Propontis and the Bofphortis* Her private 
hours were devoted to the prudent as well 
as gratefiil care of her beauty, the luxury of 
the bath and table, and the long {lumber of 
the evening and the tt^^ming. Her fecret 
apartmfents were occupied by the favourite 
women and eunuchs, whofe interefts and pat 
fions flic indulged at the eixpence of juftice ; 
the moft iUufirioiis perfonages of the ftate were 
crowded into a dark and fultry antichamber^ 
and when at laft, after tedious attendance^ 
they were admitted to kifs the feet of Theo- 
dora, they experienced, as her humour might 
fuggeft^ the filent arrogance of an emprefs, or 
the capricious levity of a comedian. Her ra- 
pacious avarice to accumulate an immenie 
treafure, maybe excufed by the apprehenfion of 
her hufband'sdeath, which could leave no alter- 
native between ruin and the throne ; and fear 
as well as ambition might exafperate Theodo- 
ra againft two generals, who, during a ma- 
lady of the emperor, had raflily declared that 
they were not di^ofed to acquiefcc in the 
choice of the capital. But the reproach of 
cruelty, fo repugnant even to her fofter vices. 
Fa* has 
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has kft an indelible fiatn on the m^morf of 
Theodora. Her numerous ipies obferv^d, s^fid 
zealoufly reported, every adion, or\ror<^9 or 
look> injurious to their royal miftreis. Whop;i* 
foever tkeyaccufedwere caft into her peculiar 
prifons (31), inacceffibk to the enquiries of 
juftice; and it was rui^oured, that the tor- 
ture of the rack, or fcourge, had heen 11^^ 
Aided in the i^eie?ice of a temak tyrant, in- 
fenfible to the voice of prayer or of pity (3?)* 
Some <rf thefe unhappy victims perifc(Kl in 
deep imwhcdefome dungeons, while others 
were permitted, after the lofs of their limbs^ 
their reaTcui, or their fortune, to appear in the 
world the living monuments of her vez^eance, 
which was commonly extended to the chil* 
dren of thofe whom |he had fuipeded or in- 
jfured* The ienatoj||Or biflK>p, whofe des^tb 
or exile Theodora nacf * pronounced, was de- 
livered to a trufty meffenger, and his dU^nce 
was quickened by a inenace from her owr> 
mouth. " If you fail in the execution, of my 
** commands, I fwesur by hiiin who fiveth for 
^^ ever, that your ikin ihall be flayed from 
^ your body (33)-" 
Her W" if the creed cJfTbepdora had not been taints 
ed with herefy, her exemplary devotion might 
kave atoned, in the opinion of her o^te^vpoh 
raries, for pride, avarice, and crue^r But,, 
if ihe employed her influence to affiiage the 
intokrj^nt fury of the emperor, the pipei^t 

^e 

CsO Her prifbas, a labrrinrh, a Tartarus (Anecdot, c. 4.), were 
finder the paXacCr Dbrkncfs is propitious to cruelty, but it is like- 
wife faTDocahk. to caluttmy aadfiAioxu 

(3a} A more jocular whijpprog was infli^Sed on Satumii^, tar ^ro* 
. fHmingtofay that his wife, a fafourke of tfie exnprefs, had not beeo 
ibund tafioToc CAnecdot. c,}j,\. 

(^} ^^ viTcnt^w in fjecvk excoriari ce iaciaxn* Anaftailm de 
Vitxs Pont. Roman; Ik VIgifio, p. 40. 1 



tues. 
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age vill allow fome merit to her religion, atnd 
much tiidiiigence toher i|>eculative errors(34)« 
The name of Theodora was introduced, with 
equal hotiour^ in all the pious and charitable 
feimdations of Juftinian ; and the moft bene* 
voletit inftitation of his »ign may be afcribed 
to the fymp$AY of the emprefs for her lels 
fortunate mlers, who had been feduced or 
complied to embrace the trade of proftitution. 
A palace, on the Afiatiic fide of the Bofphonis, 
was converted into a fiately and fyacious mo- 
naftery, and a liberal maintenance was affign- 
ed to &re hundred women, who had been coU 
leAed from Ac ftreets and brothels of Gon^ 
^^tino^^. bi this &fe and holy retreat, they 
were devoted to perpetual confinement ; and 
the dc^air of fome, who threw themfdve^ 
faendkmg into the fea, was loft in the gratitude 
^thc penitents, who had been delivered i&*om 
fid and mifery by tlieir genarous benefadbrefs 
O5)* '^ ptudenKe of Theodora is celebrat- 
ed by Juftiiuan himfelf ; and his laws are at- 
tributed to the ikge ceunfels of his moft reve- 
red wibfe, whom he had received as the gift 
4rf the Ddty (36). Her courage ym itifplayed 
antf dft the tumiUt of the pe<^ and the ter- 
#ors ^ the court. Her chaftity, from the mo- 
ment of her union with Juftinian, is founded 
jnri the&mce of her implacd>le enemies ; an4» 
jakhough the 4augh;ter of Acadus might be fa- 

tiated 

(34) Ludewig, p. l6i«— 1 66. i give him credit for the charltihle 
aiMmpt, ^filuNigfa h0 hath j^ot'imich charity io his temper. 

( 35 ) Cempare the anecdocei (c. 1 7^) with the £dificet (i. i. c. 9^)-*- 
iMwdilKerecitlymaytheialnditia heftated! John MaUla (torn. ii. 
J^* I74« i7&>) obfef^res, that on this, or a iimilar occafion, (he re- 
V^4 and qtiUMd the girb whute (he had purchafad from the Aewp 
at tfe aurd a^picce. 

<36)NovcH.Tui. I. An aUttfioo to Theodora. Her encsuctjoea^ 
jthe mnKO peaian«k»ra (Akxn«|fc. p. 66.}, 
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tiated with love, yet fomc applaufe is due to 
the firmneis of a mind which could facrifice 
pleafure and habit to the ftronger fenfe either 
of duty or intercft. The wiflies and prayers 
of Theodora could never obtain the blefling of 
a lawful fon, and ihe buried an infant daugh*- 
ter, the fole offspring of her marriage (37)^ 
Notwithftanding this difeppointment, ner dor 
minion was permanent and abfolute ; Ihe pre 
ferved, by art or merit, the affections of Jufli?- 
nian ; and their feemirig diffentions were al» 
ways fatal to the courtiers who believed them 
to be fincere. Perhaps her health had been 
impaired by the licentioufiieis of her youth ; 
but it was always delicate, and ihe wks dir 
rexfted by her phyficians to ufe the Pythism 
warm baths. In this jpurney, the ejnprefs 
was followed by the praetorian praefect, the 
great treafurer^ fcveral; counts and patricians-, 
and a fplendid train of four thQufewi* atten- 
dants : the highways weye repaired at hqr ap«. 
proach ; a palace was ercfted for her recfjpti- 
on ; and as iOhie paffed. through Bithynia, flie 
diftributfid Uberal alms, to the churches; the 
monafteries, and the hofpStab, that they might 
implore heaven for the reftoration of herhedth 
,nd death, (38). At length ^ in the twenty-fouTth ye^ of 
A. D.^ 5 48, her marriage, ^d the twenfy-feeood of her 
J^acii. j.gjgjj. ihe was confumed.by a cancer (39); 
' " and 

(37) St. Sabas rcfufcd to pray for a fon of Theodora, left he ihould 
prove a heretic worfe than Anaftafius himfelf (Cyril in Vit. St. Sabx. 
apud Aleman. p. 70, 109.). 

(3S) See John Malala, tom.ii.p. 174. Theophanet, p. 158. pro- 
copius de Edific. 1. v. c. 3*. 

(39) Theodora Chalcedonenfis fynodi inimica canceris pbg& totb 
corpore perfufa vitam ' prodigiofe ' finlTit ( Vid^or Tunimeiifia in 
Chron.). O0 fuch occaiioii», an orthodox miad is fteeled againft pity. 
Alemanuus(p. 14, 13.) underllands the sv<rt0vf tucifxn^n of Theo- 
phanes.as civil language j which doeanot imply either piety or repen- 
tance; yet two years after her dpath, St. Theodora is ceiebmtcd hj 
Paul Silcmiarius (in Proem, V. 58— -6;^,}. 
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and the irrejparable lofs was deplored by her 
liiifband, who, in the room of a theatrical 
j)roflitute, might h^ve fele^ledthe pyxttQ, and 
moft nobk -virgin of the Eail (40). 

IL Amatenal difierence may he obfenred J^^^^J^ 
in the games of antiquity : the moft eminent dRm^ 
of the Greeks were adors, the Romans were 
merely fpedators. The Olympic .ftadium was 
open to wealth, merit, and ambition; and if 
the candidates coiUd depend onl;heir perfonal 
ikiU and adivlty^ tKey might purfue the foot- 
fteps.of Diomede and Meneh^s, and condu& 
their own horfes in the rapid career (.41). Ten, 
tw^Dfy^ fQrty chariots, were allowed to fiart 
at the iame inftant ^ a crown of leaves was the 
reward of the viAor; and his fame, with that 
of his family smd country, was chaunted in 
lyric flsains mcMre durable than monuments of 
brafe and marble. But a fenator, or even a 
citizen, confcious of his dignity, would have 
blufhed to expofe his perfbn or his horfes in 
the circus of Rome. The games were exhi- 
bited at the expence of the republic, the ma* 
^ffarates, or the emperors: but the reins 
were abandoned to fervile hands, and if the 
profits of a fevourate charioteer fometimes ex- 
ceeded thpfe of an advocate, they muft be 
confidered as the effe&s of popular extrava- 
gance, and the high wages of a di^raceful pro- 
te£Eon. The race, in its firfl infhtution, was 
;a fimple conteft of two chariots, whole dri- 

yers 

(40) A» flie pcrfccutcdtlic Popcs^ and rcjcftcd a council, Baroni- 
m exhaoftt the nanxes of Eve, Dafila, Herodias, tcr. ; after which 
he ha« recourfe to his infernal DiAionary : civis in fern i — alumna 
dxmonum— fatanice agiuta fpiriti^— oftro percita diabolice, &c. &c. 
(A. D.i48. Ne. a4.)^ 

(41) Read and feel the zxlHd book of the Iliad, a living piAure •£ 
manners, paifions, and the whole form and fpirit of the chariot race. 
Weft's Bi^rtation on the Olympic Games (fed. xil— -zvii.) affordf 
.much curionsand ajathestic information^ 
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vers were ^BftingtdAied by wbiu anil rid ^ve- 
fies; two additional cdloursi a fight ^r^^ 
and acasrukan blue^wcfe afterwardi^introduc- 
ed ; and, as thie races were related twenty* 
five times, om hundhred chariots ediiiributed 
In the &me day to the pomp of ikk circtt. 
l^e four faflkm fodn acquired a legal efts* 
yifliment, and a myfterious origin, juid thdr 
lancl^l colours were derived from the ^i^afi^s 
appearances of nature in the four &a{bns of th^ 
year ; the red dog-ftar erf futnmer, the fitdWi €l£ 
winter, the deep ftades oi autumn, and the 
cheerfiil verdure of the luring (4a). Another 
^ interpretation prefef red the ^l^ment^ to tl^ 
feafons, and the ftruggfe of the green and blue 
was fuppofed to reprefeiit the €(mfii<^ <if the 
isarth and fea. Hielr ^i^fpe^vig viftorlias an- 
nounced either a plentiM harveft or a pj^^j^- 
rous navigation, and the hoftiHty erf the hut 
foandmen and mariners was fomewhat le& ab- 
fiird than the blind ardour of tjie Roman peo- 
ple, who devoted their lives and fortuned to 
the colour which they had e4K>uftd. Such 
folly was difdained and indulged by the wifeft 
princes; but the names of Caligula, Nare, 
Viteliius, Verus, Commodus, Caraealla, and 
Elagabalus, were enrolled in the blue or green 
»t Rome, faftions of the circus i they frequented their 
ftable§, applauded their fevourites, chM^ifed 

their 

(41^ The four colours, albatu rujati, prafinu venett, reprefent thfs 
four Jfcafons. according to Caffiodorius (Var. iii. 51.), who kh. 
viO)e« nnjch yfit apd cIoq^eQ,cp pn tpit theatrical myftcfy, . Of thefe 
colpprs, the three firft may be fairly tr^fl^ted wbite^ red, and greetf, 
Venetui is explained by Cfgruieust a word various and yague ; it is pr^» 
p/crly the iky refleded in the fea; ^ut cuftoni and convenience may 
allow blue as an equivalent (Robert Stephan. fub voce, Spenc^'s Pq^ 
lymcus, p. »a8.). ' - 
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thdir antagcmifis, and dcferved the eftcem of 
the populace, by the natural or afieftcd imi- 
tation of their manners. The bloody and tu- 
multuous conteft continued to difturb the 
puMIc feftivity, till the laft age of the fpefta- 
des of Rome ; and Theodoric, from a motive 
of juftice or afiEedion, interpcrfed his authority 
to proteA the greens againft the violence of a 
conful and a patrician^ who were paffionately 
addided to the blue fa^on of the circus (43). 

Confiantinople adopted the follies, though They dir- 
uot the ^rtues, of ancient Rome ; and the 2^^**"' 
fame factions \i*lch had agitated the circus, and the 
raged with redoubled fury in the hippodrome. ^**" 
Under the reign of Anaftafius^ this popular 
frenzy was inflamed by religious zeal ; and 
the gfreens, who had treacheroufly concealed 
ftones and dagga-s under baffcets of fruit, 
mai&cred at a fcwemn feftival, three thoufand 
of their blue adverferies (44). From the ca- 
pital, this peftilence was diffufed into the pro- 
vinces and cities of the Eaft, and the fportiv^e 
diflin^on of two colours produced two ftrong 
and irrcconcileable faftions, which ihook the 
foundations of a feeble government (45). The 
popular diflentions, founded on the moft fe- 
rious Intereft, or holy pretence, have fcarcely 
equalled the obftinacy of this wanton difcordj, 
which invaded the peace of families, di^ded 

friends 

(43) See Oniiphriua PanvSniQi de Ledlc Cieuuffbus, 1. i. c. to, 
II. ; the jiviith Aiinotatlon on Mafcou's ililtory of the Germans; 
and Aletnan. ad c. vii. 

(44) Marcellln. in Chron, p. 47. Fnfteadofthe vulgar word ve- 
neta, he ui'es the more exquifitc terms of c^ruiea and careaiis, Baro- 
uius (A, J>, 5 CI. No. 4, 5, 6.) isfatiafied tHat the blues were or- 
thodox ; biit TlUcmont is angry at the fuppoiition, and will not al- 
low auy martyrs in a playhoufe (Hiil. des £rop. torn. vi. p. 554.). 

(45) See Procopius (Perfic. l.i. c. a4.)* In defcribing the vices 
of the fa^ions and of the government, the puhiic^ is not more favour- 
able than the fecret^ hiftorian. Alemao. (p. 26.) has quoted a fine 
pafiage from Gregory Nazianzen, which proves the inveteracy of the 
evil. 
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friends and brothers, and tempted the female 
fex, though feldom feen in the circus, to ef- 
poufe the inclination^ of their lovers, or to 
contradift the wifhes of their hufbands. Every 
law, either human or divine, was trampled 
under foot, and as long as the party was fuc- 
cefsful, its deluded followers appeared careleis 
of private diftrefs or public caUmity. The li- 
cence, without the freedom of democracy, 
was revived at Antioch and Conftantinople, 
and the fupport of a faftion became neceflary 
to every candidate for civil or ecclefiafticalho- 
juftinianfa- nours. A fccrct attachment to the fsimily or 
bkc7 ^* ^^^ ^^ Anaftafius, was imputed to the greens j 
the blues were zealoufly devoted to the caufe 
of orthodoxy and Ji^ftinian (46), and their 
grateful patron, protefted, above five years, 
the diforders of a fsiftion, whofe feafonable 
tumults overawed the palace, the fenate, and 
the capitals of the Eaft, Infolent with royal 
fevour, the blues affefted to ftrike terror by a 
peculiar and Barbaric drels, the long hair of 
the Huns, their dofe fleeves and ample garr 
ments, a lofty ftep, and a fonorous voice. In 
the day they concealed their two-edged pon- 
yards, but in the night they boldly aflembled 
in arms, and in numerous bands, prepared 
for every aft of violence and rapine. Their ad- 
verfaries of the green faiftion, or even inof&n«> 
five citizens, were ftripped and Qften murder- 
ed by thefe nofturnal robbers, and it became 
dangerous to wear any gold buttons or gir- 
dles, or to appear at a late hour in the ftreets 

of 

(465 The partiality of Juftmian for the blues ( Anccdot. c. 7.) is at* 
teflted by Evagrras (Hift. Ecclpf. 1. iv. c. 32.); John Malala (torn', 
". p. i3§, i39.)> efpcdally for Antioch; and Theophancs (p» r4Z.)» 
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of a peaceful capital. A daring fpirit, riiing 
with impunity, proceeded to violate the fafc- 
guard of private houfes ; and fire was employ- 
ed to facilitate the attack, or to conceal the 
crimes of thefe factious rioters. No place was 
lafe or facred from their depredations ; to gra- 
tify either avarice or revenge, they profufely 
fpUt the blood of the innocent ; churches and 
^tars were polluted by atrocious murders, and 
it was the boafi of the aflailins, that their dex- 
terity could always inflid a mortal wound 
with a fingle flroke of their dagger. The 
xliflblute youth of Conftantinople adopted the 
blue livery of difwder ; the laws were filent^ 
and the bonds of focicty were relaxed: credi- 
tors were compelled %o refign their obligati- 
ons; judges to reverie their fent^nce; maf- 
ters to enfranchife their flaves ; fathers to fup- 
ply the extravagance of their children ; noble 
matrons were proftituted to the luft of their 
fervants ; beautiful boys were torn from the 
arms of their parents j and wives, unlefs they 
preferred a voluntary death, were raviflied in 
the prefence of their hufbands (47). The 
de^air of the greens, who were perfecuted 
by their enemies, an4 deferted by the magis- 
trate, 2&xmeii the privilege of defence, per- 
haps of retaliation : but thofe who furvived 
the combat, were dragge4 to execution, and 
the unhappy fu^tives efcaping to woods and 
caverns, preyed without mercy on the fociety 
from whence they were expelled. Thofe mi- 
niflers of juflice who had courage to punifb 
the crimes, and to brave the refentment of 
the blues, became the victims of their indif- 

creet 

(47) A wife (Aiys Procopius) who was feiced and almoft rayiihed 
by a blue-coat, threw herfelf into the Bofphonis. The biihopt of the 
fecon4 Syria ( Aleman. p. 26.} deplore a fimilar fuicide, the guilt or 
glory of fcmsde chafiity , and name the heroine. 
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creet zeal : a praefeft of Conftantinople fled for 
refuge to the holy fepulchre, a count of the 
Eaft W3ts ignominioufly whim>ed, and a go- 
vernor of Cilicia was hanged by the order of 
Theodora, on the tomb of two aflUIins whoin 
he had condemned for the murder of his 
groom, and a daring attack upon his own 
fife (48). An afpiring candidate may be tempt- 
ed to build his ^eatnefs on the public confu- 
fion, but it is the intereft as well as duty of 
a fovereign to maintain the authority 6i the 
laws. The firft ediQ: of Juftinian, which wa$ 
often repeated, and fometimes executed, an*, 
flounced his firm refolution to fupport the in«.. 
Tiocent, and to chaiUfe the guilty of every de- 
nomination and colour. Yet the balance of 
juftice was ftill inclined in fiivour of the blue 
•feftion, by the fecret affe6tion, the habits^ 
and the fears of the emperor ; his equity, af- 
ter an apparent ftru^le, fiibmitted, without 
reluftance, to the implacable pai&ons of Theo- 
dora, and the emprefs never forgot or forgave 
the injuries of the comedian^ At the acceC* 
fion ot the younger Juftin, the prodahlatioii 
of equal and rigoroUs juftice indireftly coa- 
demned the partiality of the former reign, 
*• Ye blues, Juftinian is no more ! ye gi'eeiifs, 
« heisfH!lalive(49)r 
Conftrntu ^ fedition, which almoft laid C!onftaAtinor 
nopieffurl pie iu afhes, was excited by the mutual ha^- 

named A*" 
53i> Jart 



named A^- ; ^^^^ 



(48) The do6blfu1 credit of Procopiut (Anecdot. c. 17.) it fi^ 
pprted by the lefs partial Evagriiis, who confirms the fad, and fpe- 
ci^es the names. The tragic fate of the prxfe^ of Cvuftantinople is 
related by John Malala (torn. ii.p. 139;). 

^49) Sec John Malala (torn. ii. p. 147.)? yet he owns that Juf- 
tinian was attached to the blues. The fceming difcord of the empe- 
ror and Theodora, in perhaps viewed with toof moch jealoufy and 
■■ refinement by Procopiut (Anecdot, c. to,). See Alemao. Prarfat« 
p. 6. 
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tred and xtumysntzry reconciliation of the two 
iai^ons* In the fifth year of his reign, Jufli- 
nian celd>rated the feftivs^ of the Kles of Ja- 
nuary : the games were inceflantly diftuxfaed 
fay the clamorous difcontent of the greens } 
tiH the twenty-^ond race, the emperor 
maintained his iilent gravity; at les^h, 
yielding to his impatience, he condefcended 
to hold, in abrupt lentences, and by the voice 
of a cryer, the moft fingular dialogue (50) that 
ever palTed between a prince and his fubje&s. 
Their firil comphdnts were re^<fiful and mo- 
deft: thev acoifed the fubordinate minifters 
of oppr^on^ and proclaimed their wiffaes for 
the long H£e and vi^ory of the emperor. ^^ Be 
patient and attentive, ye infolent railers," 
exclaimed juffinian ; ** be mute, ye Jews, 
.**^ Samaritans, and Manichxans." The greens 
iHll attempted to awaken his compaflbn. 
** We are poor, we are innocent, we arc in- 
^ jured, we dare not pafs through the ftreets : 
^^ a general perfecution is exerdfed a^nft 
^^ our name and cdour. Let us die, O emt- 
** peror, but let us die by your command, 
^ andforyouorfervice!*' But the repetition of 
partial aiiid; pai&onate invedives degraded, in 
their eyes, the majefty of the purple; they re- 
noimced sdlegiance to the prince who reefed 
juftice to his people; lament^ that the father 
of Jufiiniai) had been born; and branded his 
fan with the opprobrious names of an hoim- 
cide, an afs, and a perjured tyrant. '^ Do 
you de^iife your lives ?'* cried the indignant 
monarch: the blues rofe with fury from their 

feats; 

(50) This dialogue, which Thcophancs has preferv«d, exhibits 
the popular language, as well as the manners, of Couftantinople in 
the vith century. 'I'heir Greek is mingled with many ftraoge and 
barbarous words, for which Ducange cannot always find a meaning or 
etymology. 
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feats; their hoftile clamours thundered in t^e 
hippodrome; and their adverlaries, deferting 
the unequal conteft, fpread terror and de^air 
through the ftreets of Ck>nftantinople. At this 
dangerous moment, feve:n notorious aflaflins 
of both factions, who had been condenmed by 
the praefeft, were carried round the city, and 
afterwards tranfported to the [^e of executi- 
on in the fuburb of Pera. Four were imme^ 
diately beheaded; a fifth was hanged: but 
when the iame puniihment was inmded on 
the remaining two, the rope broke, they fell 
alive to the ground, the populace applauded 
their efcape, and the monks of St. Conon, i& 
fuing from the neighbouring convent, con- 
veyed them in a boat to the fan6hiary of the 
church (51). As one of thefe criminals was 
of the blue, and the other of the green livery, 
the two faftions were equally provoked by the 
cruelty of their oppreffor, or the ingratitude 
of their patron; and a fliort triice was conclu- 
ded till they had delivered their prifoners and 
fatisfied their revenge. The palace of the prac 
feft, who withftood the fcditious torrent, was 
inftantly burnt, his officers and guards were 
mal&cred, the prifi>ns were forced open, and 
freedom was reftored to thofe who could only 
ufe it for the public deftrudiion. A military 
force, which had been difpatched to the aid 
of the civil magiftrate, was fiercely encounter- 
ed by an arpied multitude, whofe numbers 
and boldnefs continually encreafed ; and the 
Heruli, the wildeft barbarians in the fervice 
'^ of 

( $ I ) See tkis church and monaftery in Ducange, C. P. Chriftiana» 
1. iv. p. 1 8a. 
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of the empire, overturned the priefts and their 
relics, which, from a pious motive, had been 
ralhly interpofed to feparate the bloody con- 
flid. The tumult was exafperated by this fa^ 
crilege, the people fought with enthufiafm in 
the caufe of God; the women, from the roofe 
and windows, ihowered ftones on the heads 
of the foldiers, who darted firebrands againft 
the houfes; and the various flames, which 
had been kindled by the hands of citizens and 
ftrangers, fpread without controul over the 
face of the city. The conflagration involved 
the cathedral of St. Sophia, the baths of Zeu- 
xippus, a part of the palace, from the firft en- 
trance to the altar of Mars, and the long por- 
tico from the palace to the forum of Conftan- 
tine; a large hofpital, with the fick patients, 
was confumed; many churches and ftately edi- 
fices were deftroyed, and animmenfe treafure 
of gold and filver was either melted or loft. 
From fuch fcenes of horror and diftrefs, the 
wife and wealthy citizens efcaped over the 
Bofphorus to the Aflatic fide ; and during five 
days Conftantinople was abandoned to the fac- 
tions, whofe watch-word, Nika, vanquijh! 
has given a name to this memorable lediti- 
on (52). 

As long as the faftions were divided, the^J^^l^ 
triumphant blues, and defponding greens, ap- 
peared to behold with the feme indifference 
the diforders of the ftate. » They agreed to 
cenfure the corrupt management of juftice 
and the finance ; and the two refponfible mi- 
nifters, the artful Tribonian, and the rapa- 
cious 

(52) The biftorjr of the Nika fediton ueztraSed fromMarcellinus 
(in Chron.),'Frocopiu8 (Perfic. 1. i. c. 26.)yJohnMaIala(tom.ii.p. 
«I3 — 218.), Chron. Pafchal. (p. 33^-*340.)9 Thcophanes (Chro- 
nograph, p. 154— ii3.}i wd Zonaras (1, xiv. p. 61---63.). 
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dous John of Cappadocia^ wefef loadly^ si^- 
ralgned as the authors of the pubKc i»ifery.r 
The peaceful murmurs of the people would 
have been difregarded : they were heard with 
refpeft when the city was in flame*} th€ 
quseftor, and the prarfe<ft, were inftantly re- 
moved, and their offices were filled by two 
fenators of blamdefe integrity. After this 
popular conceffion, Juftinian proceeded to the 
hippodrome to contefe his own errors^ and 
to accept the repentance of hi^ grateful fub- 
jefts ; but they diftrufted his afiurances, 
though folemnly pronounced in the prefence 
cf the holy gofpels ; and the emperor, alarm- 
ed by their dilbruft, retreated with precipita- 
tion to the fl^rong fortrefe of the palace. The 
obftinacy of the tumuk was now imputed to 
a fecret and ambitious, confpiracy; and a 
fufpicion was entertained, that the infar- 
gents, more efpecially the green foflion, had 
been fupplied with arms and money by Hy- 
patius and Pompey, two patricians, who could 
neither forget with honour, nor remember 
withfafety, that theywei^e the nephews of 
the emperor Anafta£us. Gapricioufly truff - 
ed, difgraced, and pardoned, by the jealous 
levity of the monarch, they had appeared ^ 
loyal fervants before the throne ; and, dur- 
ing five days of the tumuh, they were- de-» 
tained as important hoftages ; till at length, 
the fears of Juftinian prevailing over hh pru- 
dence, he viewed the two toothers in the 
Kght of fpies, perhaps of affaffins, and ftern- 
ly commanded them to depart from the pa- 
lace. After a fruitlefs reprefentation, that 
obedience might lead to involuntary treafon, 
they retired to their houfes, and in the morn- 
ing of the fixth day Hypatius was furround- 

ed 
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€d aiid feized by the people, who, regardleis 
of Ills virtuous reiiAance, and the tears of his 
'Wife, tranfported their favourite to the forum 
of Qmftantine, and inftead of a diadem, 
{daced a rich coUar on his head. If the ufiir^ 
per, who afterwards pleaded the merit of his 
delay, had complied with the advice of his 
&nate, and u^d the fury of the multitude, 
their firfl irrefutible eflFort mijdit have oppref- 
&d or expelled his trembung competitor* 
The Byzantine palace enjoyed a free com- 
munication with the fea ; veflels lay rea^ 
dy at the garden-ftairs ; and a iecret refolu- 
tian was already formed, to convey the em- 
peror with his family and treafures to a iafe 
retreat, at ibme diiiance from the capital. 

JtdHnian was loft, if the proftitute whom he Firmnefi ot 
laifedfrom the theatre had not renounced '^*^^®**"*- 
the timidity, as wcOl as the virtues, of her 
foL In the midft of a council, where Beliia- 
Tuis was pre&nt, Theodora alOne di^layed 
the ijpirit of an hero ; and ihe alone, without 
apprehending his future hatred, could £ive 
the etfiperor from the imminent danger, and 
his unworthy fears. ** If flight," faid the 
confort of Juftinian, " were the only means 
** of lafety, yet I fliould difdain to fly. Death 
^ is the coiuiitiDn of our birth ; but tjbey 
** who have reigned fliould never fiirvivc the 
^^ I0& of dignity and dominion. I implore 
" heaven, that I may acver i^e fecn, not a 
^ day, without my diadem and purpk ; that 
** I may no longer behold the Hght, when I 
** ceafe to be laluted with the name of queen. 
" If you refolve, O Caefkr^ to fly, you havi6 
^^ treafores ; behold the £ea, you iKive fhips } 
^ but tremble fefl: the ddSre of Ufe fhoold ex* 
** pofe you to wretched czjIc and ignomiAi- 

VoJL. Vn. G " ous 
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^' bus death. For my own part, I adhere to 
'' the maxim of antiquity, that the throne is 
" a glorious fepulchre," The firmnefs of a 
woman reftored the courage to deliberate and 
aft, and courage foon difcovers the refources 
of the moft defperate fituation. It was an 
eafy and a decifive meafure to revive the ani- 
mofity of the faftions ; the blue were aftonilh- 
ed at their own guilt and folly, that a trifling 
injury fliould provoke them to confpire with 
their implacable enemies againft a gracious 
and liberal benefaftor ; they again proclaim- 
ed themajefly of Juftinian, and the greens, 
with their upftart emperor, were left alone in 
The fcdi- the hippodrome. The fidelity of the guards 
"<»n»f"P- was doubtful; but the military force of Juf- 
^"^^ "^ ' tinian confifted in three thoufand veterans, 
who had been trained to valour and difciplinc 
in the Perfian and Illyrian wars. Under the 
command of Belifarius and Mundus, they 
iilently marched in two divifions from the 
palace, forced their obfcure way through nar- 
row . paffages, j^xpiring flames, and falling 
edifices, and burft open at the fame moment 
the two oppofite gates of the hippodrome. In 
this narrow fpace, the diforderly and affrighted 
crowd was incapable of refifting on either fide 
a firm and regular attack ; the blues fignaliz- 
ed the fury of their repentance ; and it is 
computed, that above thirty thoufand perfons 
were flain in the mercilefs and promifcuous 
carnage of the day. Hypatius was dragged 
from his throne, and conduftedwith his bro- 
ther Pompey to the feet of the entiperor : they 
implored his clemency ; but their crime was 
manifeft, their innocence uncertain, and Juf- 
tinian had been too much terrified to forgive. 
The next morning the two nephews of Ana;. 

flafius, 
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Aaiius, with eighteen illu/Mous accomplices, 
of patrician or confular rank, were privately 
executed by the foldiers ; their . bodies were 
thrown into the fea, their palaces razed, and 
their fortunes confifcated. The hippodrome 
itfelf was condemned, during feveral years, 
to a mournful filence : with the reftoration of 
the games, the fame diforders revived ; and 
the blue and green faftions continued to aflBdft 
the reign of Juflinian, and to difturb the tran- 
quillity of the Eaftern empire (53). 

in. That empire, after Rome was barba- Agricui- 
rous, flail embraced the nations whom flie had <»*■« *nd 
conquered beyond the Hadriatic, and as far SSm o/the 
as the frontiers of -Ethiopia and Perfia. Juf- e*^?™ 
tinian reigned over fixty-four provinces, and •°*P'"' 
nine hundred and thirty-five cities (54) ; his 
dominions were bleffed by nature with the 
advantages of foil, fituation, and climate : 
and the improvements of hunian art had 
been perpetually difiufed along the coafl: of 
the Mediterranean and the banks of the Nile, 
from ancient Troy to the Egyptian Thebes. 
Abraham (55) had been relieved by the well- 
known plenty of Egypt ; the fame country, 
a finall and populous traft, was ftill capable 
of exporting*, each year, two hundred and 
fixty thoufand quarters of wheat for the 
G2 . ufe 

(53) Marcellinus (ays in general terms, innumeris populis io circo 
trucidatis. Procopius numbers 30,000 vidims ; and the 35,000 of 
Theophanes are iwelled to 40,000 by the more recent Zoaaras. 
Such is the ufual progrefsof exaggeration. 

(54) Hierades, a contemporary of Juftinian, CAmpofed his 
Zi;y}eX/^oc(Itineraria, p. 63i.)9 or review, of the eaftern provinces 
and cities before the year 535 (Wefleling in Frxtat. and Not. ad p. 
623, &c.). 

iSS) See the book of Genefis (xii. ir>.), and the adminidration of 
Jofeph. The annals of the Greeks and Hebrews agree in die early 
arts and plenty of £gypt : bat this antiquity fuppofes a long ieiies 
of improvement; and Warburton, who is almoil ftifled by the He- 
brew, calls aloud for the Samaritan, chronology (Divine i:.egation, 
voLiii. p.z9. &c,). 
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v£t of Gd«iftmtinofAe(5S); and the t^pital 
of Jia^tiiM "^ns fuppned wit% the mamufao 
tuspes ^ Sidon, fifteen coitwes s^ter dicf 
4uid been <:elebrated in the poems cf Homer 
^52). Hie aHnuad powers of twctatkm, 
nmeadof bang ^^sdraufted frjr two uou£md 
W^vefis, were renewed and in vig pra te d bf 
ftSful Ivulbfthiky , rich maimre, and ftafona- 
ble repofe. The breed of dosiefSc atmmsds 
was infinitely mdkiplied. HantsitioAs, bisBid;- 
ings, and the inftrmnents of labottr andltnony, 
wmch sHPie more ditirable than tibc term of hu- 
4msm life, were accmmdated by diei;:2reof fbc- 
c^vt -generations* Tndition y r dferved ^ and 
^]KperieRoe Amplified, the humble prafiice of 
«he art« : fodety was ^enriched by llxedivifion df 
itibaiir radthefacffity ctf^xchange ; attd every 
ftomasi \^as iodged, dotdxed, and %tbfifted[» 
by the 4nduftry o£ a thoufand fiands. The 
inveritibn <>£ the loom and diftaff has been pi- 
^wifly rfcribed to the gods* In every a^, z 
wiety^ animri and 'vegetable proAiftions, 
hair, fldlis, wool, flax, cotton, and at length 
Ji^j have been: ^^Hnliy manufaftured to hide 
or adoi^n the human body ; they were ftained 
^fh^ infufion of permanent colours ; and 
the p^ncU was fuecefefully emjdoyed to im- 
prove the labours of the loom, in the choice o£ 

thofe 



(^6) Zight minions of Roman modn» beficUt a «oittrIbiitloa vf 
So,ooo aureiTor the ezpences of water-csrriitfe, fram wluch the fub* 
}e^ wasgracioufly ezcvfed. See the ziiith Etfid of JuAmian : the 
numbers are checked and veFified hy the ajj^rcemriit of the Crack 
and Xattu texts. 

(57) Homer's Hiad, vi. 289. Thefe yeils, vnv\oi va/jtmuUkn^ 
were the work of the Sklonian women. But this pa&ge is more 
honourable to the manufa^ures than to tke navigation of Pheenicis, 
firom whence (hey had been in^rted to Troy in Phrygian hot- 
ioms. 
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tkofe cela]ji]:$ (58) wklc^ itakate the b^avties 
of natiuie, the freedom of tafie and fkQuOA 
was iii4iL^ed ^ bat the decp-puirple (5a) wHck 
the Fltceaiciaiis extraded from a fheH-Joft,, wa& 
refiraiaed to the &cred per£bii and palace of 
theemjperor^ and the penalties of treafoxx were 
denounced againft the a^ibitious fuhkdts^ 
who dadoed to uiurp the prerogative of the 
thronieQ^o). 

I need not explain that jf^/^ (6i) ia originalrThetiredr 
iy ^nm from the bowela of a caterpillar, and^^j^ 
^t it coxnpo&9 the golden tomb from whence **"**^ 
a worm emerges in the form of a butterfly* 
TiD the r4gn dt JufUnian, the fiIk-worn«a wlux 
feed OA the leaves of the white mulbei ry-tree^ 
wereco«;kfined to China ; thofe of the pine, the 
4iak» and the alh, were common in;the forefi& 
bosii of Afia and Europe ; but as thdr educar. 
tion is naore difficulty 2^nd their produce more 
UAcertaijt, they wei c genei^ally neglcaed, cx?^ 

(58} See la Ovid (lie Arte Ainaodi, iii, 269^ &c.) a poetical UIL 
<f:ew«Wo€«l4mcil>^ztowed from fittWets^'di*^ dementi, Xie. Stttk 

ihadet both of art and nature* 

(59)l^ak4lM6o«etf^GodkiaeU, Ao.W4fiurluc|>al»ae ooUyuif^ 
of «Dd<^t|r. Tbeirn^piifiaftfaM aftmg Oplotl, at^ ^,^^<»fi^ 
as deep as bnir&blood«--obicurftas nibens ((ajcs Caffiodorius, Var. i , 

x.>m^P0dofaaj|uioea% "" "'^ ^- ^ ^ '*'^-'— ^- ' --- -^ 

d»An%.Aattu.]. ir«fl, - 
reader* f doubt whether . 
haomu as i% dc^e^ves to be. 

{60) HiOxulcal proofs of this jealoufy have been occafiosally intro- 
duced, and many mere might have been added 4 but the arbitrary 
ads of defpotiiia were jnftified by the fober and general decUiratious 
Ukiw (Go4n:i:h«0dote.L i;.M. ai.i^r 3* ^9^ >fti9i^* 1- 
xju tiu«, l«g, 5->- An iBflrkmniS podiMffion. and iwscff^ry y^ftrje. 
twA»/viK9»applied «othe«i«r^ thftenkle dM¥:en (Cod.TheodoC V 

"^(6 1 ) hi tho m!o^ of infeat {{»Jt»9g€ woiMicf M 4aB Q%m Met 
t99u»rpl|o|Qs)the fiArwonn hnids a aftoiiwJUiin^j^c*. Tl^qJ^m- 
hfM of the i^ of Ceos^ as dfiftrihed by Pliny (Hift* NaW- xi, a.^- 
a^ with tienotes of tl^ tw«leiMnwd Jefoitsi. Hafd^iin aqdf »rottcr)» 
maybeUhiifaratedVya OmiUir %f giea w Chin* (JfUnf^area. fur Us 
ChinoU, tom. u. p. 575— 598.)' but our iilk.w«rm» as well as th* 
white mulberry-tree, were unknown to Thcophraftus and Pliny, 
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ccpt in the little ifland of Ceos, near the coaft 
of Attica. A thin gauze was procured from 
their webs, and this Cean maiiufaAtire, the 
invention of a woman, for female ufe, was 
long admired both in the Eaftaild It Rome. 
Whatever fufpicions may be raifed by the gar- 
ments of the Medes and Affyrians, Virgil is 
the moft' ancient writer, who exprefsly men- 
tions the foft wool which was combed from the 
trees of the Seres or Chinefe(62); and this 
natural error, lefs marvellous than the truth, 
was flowly correfted by the knowledge of a 
valuable infeft, the firft artificer of the luxury 
of nations. That rare and elegant luxury was 
cenfured, in the reign of Tiberius, by the 
graveft of the Romans ; and Hiny, in afFeft- 
cd though forcible language, has condemned 
the thirft of gain, which explored thfe laft 
confines of the earth, for the pernicious pur- 
pofe of expofing to the public eye naked dra- 
peries and tranfparent matrons (63). A drefs 
which fliewed the turn of the limbs, and co- 
lour of the Ikin, might gratify .yahity, or 
provoke defire ; the filks which had been 
dofely woven in China, weSre fometimes un- 
ravelled by the Phoenician women,. and the 
precious materials were multiplied by a loofer 
texture, and the intermixture of linen threads 

(64). Two 



{€t) Georgic ii. ill. Sirica qitaAdo venerint in ufum planifliine 
non fcio : fnfvicor tamen in Jitlii Cvfaris cvo, nam ante non inveni*, 
fay- Julius Lipiius (£xcuHu9kad Tacit. Annal. ii. 32.). See Di6n 
Ca0iu« 'l.xliii. p. 358. edit. Reimar , andPaufania8(l.vi.p. 519.), 
the firft who defcribcs however ftranfcely, the Scric inieA. 

<6^>Tam1ongiiiquoorbe petitnr» ut in publico macrooi tranflu- 
ceat . . . . ut denudct fdxminas veftia (Pltn vi. 20. xi. ti.) Vanro 
and Publitts Sjtos had already i^ayed on the Toga vitrea, ventus 
textilis, and nebula linea (Herat. Sermon, i. 2, loJ. with the notes 
uf Torrentius and Dacier.). 
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(64). Two hu^idred years after the 4ige of 
PKny, tbe ufe of pure or even of mixed filks 
was confined to the female fex, till the opu- / 

lent citizens dt Rome and the provinces were 
mfenfibly famiiiarifed with the example of Ela- 
gabalus, thefirftwho, by this^ efiemiimte ha- 
bit, hadfullied the dignity of an emperor and 
a man. Aurelian complained, that a pound 
of filk was fold at Rome for twelve ounces of 
gold ; but the fupply increafed with the de- 
mand, and the pnce diminiflied with the fup- 
ply. if aqident or monopoly fometimes raif- 
ed the value even abote the fiandar d of Aure- 
lian, the manufa^hirers of Tyre and Berytus 
were ibmetimes compelled by the operation 
of tiie fkmc caufes to content themfelves with 
a ninth part of that extravagant rate (65). A 
law was thought neceffiiry to difcriminate the 
dre& of oomedians from that of fenators, and 
of the iilk exported irom its native country 
the hr greater part was> confumed by the fub- 
jeAs of Juftinian. They were ftiil more inti- 
mately acquainted with a £hell-fifh of the Me- 
diterranean, fumamed the filk-worm of the 
fea ; the fine wool or hair by which the 
mother-of-pearl affixes itfelf to the rock, is 
now manu&dhired for curiofity rather than 
ufe ; and a robe obtained from the fame An- 
gular 



(54) On the texture, colours, Dames, and ufe of the filk, h9l£ 
fSkt and linen garments of antiquity, fee the profound, dtffufe, and 
oMcure refearches «f the great Salmafius (inHift. Auguft. p. i%j, 
309, 3io» 3.19. 341, 34a. 344, 388— 39«» 395. 5»3-), who was 
igUorant of the moft common trades of Dijon or Leyden. 

(65) Flavius Vopifcus in Aurelian. c. 45. in Hift. Augvft. p. 224. 
See Salmafius ad Hift. Aug. p. 39a. and Plinian. Bxercttat. in Soli- 
num, p. 694, 6^c. Tht Anecdotesof Frocopius (c. 25.) ftate a par- 
tial and impei^tt race of the price of filk in the time of Jufti- 
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gular materials, was the gift of the Rojnaii 
empetor to the £it»p8 of Armeiiia (66). 
importati- A valuoblc mercbwdbse of fmall buUc is ca* 
cmm" P*^^^ of defraying the expence of hud carriage ; 
iaud^aad^ and the caravans traveried the whole lastituidc 
^^ of Afia in two hundred and forty-thxcc days 
from the Chinefe ocean to the fca-coaft of Sy- 
ria. Silk was immediately deUvered to the 
Romans by the Perfian merchants (67), who 
frequented the fairs of Armenia and li^fibis ; 
but this trade, which in the intervals of trnoc 
was opprefTed by avarice and jealouiy, was to- 
tally interrupted by the long wars of the rival 
monarchies* The great king might ptoudly 
number Sogdiansl, and even Serioiy among 
the provinces of his empire^ but lus real do* 
minion was bounded by thcvOxus,; and his 
ufeful intercourse with the Sogdoiteft,. bcyxmd 
the river, defended oa. the. pkafitre^ their 
conquerors, the white Hulotsf. and the Tuxk$> 
who fuGceffivdy reigned^ ovtr thaA indsiftrioua 
pec^e. Yet the moik favage doniifxian has not 
extirpated the feeds of agridultui» and com^ 
merce, in a regioti whitk is celebrated as die 
of the four gardens of Afiaj the dtiea of Sa* 
marcand am Bochara are advant a geo u fly 
fcated for the exchange of ita various prodnc* 
tions; and their merchants p^orchafbd from 

the 



(661 Procopins de Edif. I iii, c, r. TWc ^mmm demtrTi^ iwnA 
near Smfrna, Sicily, Corfica, and Mlr^rca ; and a pair ef giovct i>f 
their iilk was profcntcd to Pope Bene(^i£t XtV. 

(67) Procopius, Pcriic. 1. i. c. ^o, L m» «• i^5- OoUmc, 1. it. c.^ 17, 
Menander in Excerpt. Legat. p. Z07. Of the PapthM bt Perfiaa 
enipune, Ifidore of Charaz (in Statlunif Partfoicis, p« 7^ ^. in Httdfon* 
Geograph, Minor, torn. ii.> iiat marked the rgiads,, and ^sunianiif 
Marceiliutts (1. nxiix* c. 6« p. 40Q-i bw eniimfrated tike yio* 
viftces. 
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the Cbineie (68) the raw or manufajfhured ftik 
which they tranfponedinto Perfia for tlie uie 
of the Roxnan empire. In the vain capital of 
China, the Sogdian caravans were entertained 
as thefuppUant embafliesof tributary king«. 
doms, and if they returned in iafety^ the bold 
adventure was rewarded with exorbitant gain. 
3ut the difficult and perilous inarch from Sa- 
marcand to the firft town of Shenfi, could not 
be performed in le& than fixty^ ^i^^y^ or one 
hundred days : a& foon as they had pa&d the 
Jaxartes they entered the defert; and the 
wandering bords, unlefs they are retrained by 
^mies and garrifons, have always confidered 
the citizen and the traveller as the olgefts of 
lawful rapine* To efeape the Tartar robbers, 
and the tyrants of Perfia, the lilk*caravans ex- 
plored a more Southern road \ they traverfed 
the mountains of Thibet, defcended the 
ftreams of the Ganges or the Indus, and pati- 
endy expeded, in the ports of Guzerat and 
Malabar, the axjnual fleets of the Weft (69). 
But the dangers of the defert were found lefk 
intderabk than toU, hunger, andtbelofs of 
time i the attempt was Jdkiom renei^v^, and 

the 

(68}Th« Mind adxnuttioo oC. thie Jeijiiu coofoiuulft tlii dtSergoU 
period of the Chmefc hiftory They are liiore critrcally diftinguifli- 
cdbyM.deGui|;QQt(Hift. teHQtH^ t»u.i. piirtL iJi thcTabkt* 
part ii. in tho Geography. Momoiresdc 1' AcsJievai^ de» Infitriptioiu, 
tditi. xxsii, xnyijXltr, xHii.), who dlfcovers.the gradual progrefs oC 
thetnui of the aOMh surd ^pvsxgtMlJot.iitit^^mtchfy sill tbe 
CKrifti%n sera. He has fearched, wi^ a curious eye, the connedi- 
oils erf the Chinefe with the nations of the WeO. : but thefe connec- 
tions are flight, cafual, andobfcure; nor did the Romans entertain a 
fui'picioA that die -Seres or Sibk pofle^d aA exnpirf sat iaierior to 
their own. 

(S^yDni: roads fro^i China to PcrHa and Hiodolbfl may be iovef-* 
tig^U^ in the relations of Hackl^yt and ThevejJAt.(tbe ambtfiadors 
ofSharok'k, Anthony Jenkiftfoti, the Pcre ai;e^cr, &c. Sec like- 
wifcH^nwav'sTraveU^ vol, i. p. S4i— 3i7w. ,A ^flinwwnication 
tliroju^hT^Dct h^ been htelj^ cxpiored-by %^ ^q^UQxffN^ir^^fiif^ 
Ben^aL 
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the only European who has paffed that unfre- 
quented way, applauds his own diligence, that 
in nine months after his departure from Pekin, 
he reached the mouth of the Indus. The 
ocean, however, was open to the free com- 
munication of mankind. From the great ri- 
ver to the tropic of Cancer, the provinces of 
China were fubdued and civilized by the em- 
perors of the North; they were filled about 
the time of the Chriftian aera with cities and 
men, mulberry-trees and their precious inha- 
bitants ; and if the Chinefe, with the know- 
ledge of the cbmpafs, had poffeffed the genius 
of the Greeks or Phoenicians, they might have 
Ipread their difcoveries over the fouthern he- 
mifphere. I am not qualified to examine, and- 
I am not difpofed to believe, their diftant voy-- 
ages to the Perfian gulf or the Cape of Good 
Hope : but their anceftors might equal the 
labours and fuccefs ofthe prefent race ^ and the 
fpherc of their navigation might extend from 
the ifles of Japan to the ftraits of Malacca, the 
pillars, if we may apply that name, of anOri- 
ental Hercules (70). Without lofing fight of 
land they might faU along the coaft to the ex- 
treme promontory of Achin, which is annu- 
ally vifited by ten or twelve Ihips laden with 
the produftions, the manufaftures, and even 
the artificers, of China ; the ifland of Suma- 
tra and the oppofite peninfula, are faintly de- 
lineated (71) as the regions of gic^d and filver ; 

{70) For the Chinefe navigation to Malacca and Achiu, perhapi to 
Ceylon, fee Renaudot (on the two Mahometan Trarellers, p. g— ' 
II, 13 — '7. MI— »57.)» I>ampicr (vol. xi. p. 136.), the Hitt. 
Philofophiquc des deux Indes (torn. i. p. 98.), and the Hift. Gene- 
rale des Voyages (tom.vi. p. loi.). 

(71) The knowledge, or rather ignorance, of Strabo, Pliny, ' 
Ptolemy, Arrian, Marcian, &c. of the countries eaflward of Cape 

Comorm, 
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and the trading cities named in the geogra- 
phy of Ptolemy, may indicate, that this wealth 
\ras not folely derived from the mines. The 
direft interval between Sumatra and Ceylon 
is about three hundred leagues; the Chinefe 
and Indian navigators were condufted by the 
flight of birds and periodical winds, and the 
ocean might be fecurely traverfed in fquare- 
built. fhips, which, inftead of iron, were few-, 
ed together with the ftrong thread of the co- 
coa-nut. Ceylon, Serendib, or Taprobana, 
was divided between two hoftile princes ; one 
of whompoffeffed the mountains, the elephants, 
and . the luminous carbuncle, and the other 
enjoyed the more folid riches of domeftic in- 
4uftry5 foreign trade, and the capacious har- 
bour of Trinquemale, which received and dif- 
miffed the fleets of the Eaft and Weft. In this 
liolpitable ifle, at an equal diftance (as it was 
(TOinputed) from their relpeclive countries, the 
filk therchants of China, who had collefted in 
their vdyageis aloes, cloves, nutmeg, and fan- 
tal ' wood, maintained a frep and beneficial 
commerce with the inhabitants of the Perfian 
gulf. The fubjefts of the great king exalted, 
without a rival, his power and magnificence ; 
a^d the Roman, who confounded their vani- 
ty by comparing his paltry coin witha gold me- 
dal of the emperor Anaftafius, had foiled to 
Ceylon, in an Ethiopian fliip, as afimplepaf- 
fenger(72). As 

Comorin, is finely ilhiftraud by d'Anville ( Antiquite Geographique de 
rinde, efpecially p. 1 6 1—198.). Our geography of India is im* 
proved by commerce and conqueft ; and has baeii illuftrated by ihe 
<*xcellent maps and mempirs of major Rennel. If he extends the 
fphere of his enquiries with the lame critical knowledge and faga- 
city, he willfucceed, and may furpafs the firft of modem geogra- 
phers. 

(72) The Taprobane of Pliny (vi. 14.), Solinus (c.53.>, and Sal- 
inas, Plinianse Exercitat. (p. 781, 78a.)> ^^^ ^^^ o^ ^be ancients, 

who 
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introauai- As iilk became of indifpeo&ble ufe^ the em- 
onoffiik- peror Juftinian faw, with concern, that the 
GrMce."*"*Perfians had occupied by land and fea the mo- 
nopoly of this important fupply, and that the 
wealth of his fubjefts was continually drained 
by a nation of enemies and idolaters. Aa ac- 
tive government would have reftored the trade 
of Egypt and the navigation of the Red Sea, 
which had decayed with the profperity of the 
empire ; and the Roman veffels might have 
failed, for the purchafe of filk, to the 
ports of Ceylon, of Malacca, oreven of Chi- 
na. Juftinian embraced a more humble ex- 
pedient, and foCdted the aid of his Chrii^ 
tian aBies, the ^thioj^ans of Abyillnia^ 
who had recently acquired the art^ of naviga*- 
tion, the fpirit of trade, and the iearport of 
Adulis (73), ftill decorated with the trophies 
of a Grecian conqueror. Along the Abic^ii 
I coaft, they penetrated to the equator in ie2rfx:h 
of gold, emeralds, and aromatics ;^ but they 
wifely declined an unequat competition,, ia 
which they muft be always prevented by the 
vicinity of the Perfians to the markets of In- 
dia^ and the emperor fiibmitted to the diiap-. 
pointment, till his wifiies were gratified by an 
unexpeded event. The go^el had been 
preadxed to the Indians : a biihop already go-^ 
verned the Chriftians of St Thomsts on 3iq 

pepper 

who ofceo confound the iflands of CeyioB and Sumatra^ is more 
clearly defcribed by Coimas Indicopleufles ; yet even the Chriftiao 
topographer hat exaggciratec) its dimeAikuit. * HiaiDformatlon ob the 
laidiaDand Chincfe tvule iarareand cacAe«8-(K ii. jh 158. 1. xt. p. ^5^. 
5^S. «fit. Moottfancon.). 
^ (71) See ProcopMis, Perfie. (I. ti. c. ie.>. Cefmaa afibrdk fome 

"^ iBterefting knowledge of fefce port and iolicriptioa of Adulis (Topo«> 

gisph. Chnil. 1. it. p. X38. 140-^4%')^ m^ •# the trade of the 
Axumites aloog the A^ican coaft of Barbaria or Zingi (p. 1381 l^9^)> 
and a» far as Taprobaae {X, 3(i. p. 339.)* 
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pq^)era)3ft of Malabar; a churdi 'was planted 
m Ceylon, and the mifionaiies purfued Ac 
footibeps of commerce to the 'extremities of 
jAfia '(74). Two PerfijHi monks kad long re- 
dded in China, perhaps in die royal dty of 
Nankxn, the feat of a monarch addled to ftv 
feign ftrperltititHis, and who a6hiafly received 
an embiffily from the ifle of Ceyfen. Ami^ 
thdr pious occupations, diey viewed with a 
curious eye the common drefi of the Oiinefe, 
the mamuafhires of (ilk, and the myriads of 
fflk-worms,^hofe education (either on trees or 
m hou&s) had once been confidered as the la- 
hour o£ queens (75). They foon cfifcovared 
that it was impra^able to tran^^^ort the fliort- 
fived in&d:, but that in the eggs a numerous 
l^cgeny might be jM^eferved and multiplied in 
a cfiftant cBmate. Religion or interefthad 
more power over the Periian monks than the 
love of their country : srfter a long journey, 
they arrived at Confiantinople, imparted their 
projeft to the emperor, and were liberally en- 
cours^d by the gifts and j»x)miles of Juftini- 
an. To the hiftorians of that prince, a cam- 
paign at the foot of mount Caucafus has feem- 
ed more deferring of a minute relation than 
the labours of thefe miffionaries of commerce, 
vc^ i^ain entered China, deceived a jealous 
people by concealing the eggs of the filk-wom) 
in a hoQow cane, and returned in triumph 
^th the fpcnls of the Eafi. Under then- di- 

reflion 



(74) See the Chriaian miflionsui India, in Coimas (1. iii. p. 17S, 
179. Lxx. p. 337.)» and coafnlt Afiaoaa. BiUiot. Orient, (tonu !▼• 

(75) The invention, aiaan^idiirey and general ttfe.«f filk in Chinn» 
fluiy be feen in Duhalde TDeicr^tion Ofoerale de la Chine, torn. ii» 
IK 165. ao5— <t23.). The provinoe ofChekian is the vmOl fenowii* 
cd htik for quantity asd qnality. 
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reftion, the eggs were hatched at the proper 
feafon by the artificial heat of dung; the 
worms were fed with mBlberry leaves ; they 
lived and laboured in a foreign climate ; a fuf- 
ficient number of butterflies was faved to pro- 
pagate the race, and trees were planted to fup- 
ply the nourifhment of the rifing generations*. 
Experience and refleftion corrected the errors 
of a new attempt, and the Sogdoite ambaflk- 
dors acknowledged, in the fucceeding reign, 
that the Romans were not inferior to the na- 
tives of China in the education of the infe<fte, 
and the manufaftures of filk {y6\ in which 
both China and Conftantinople have been fur- 
paffed by the induftry of modern Europe. I 
am not infenfible of the benefits of elegant lux- 
ury ; yet I refleft with fome pain, that if the 
importers of filk had introduced the art of 
printing, already praftifed by the Chinefe, the 
comedies of Menander and the entire decads 
of Livy would have been perpetuated in the 
editions of the fixth century. A larger view 
of the globe might at leaft have promoted the 
improvement of fpeculative fcience, but the 
Chriftian geography was forcibly extraAed 
from texts of fcripture, and the ftudy of na- 
ture was the fureft fymptom of an unbelieving 
mind. The orthodox faith confined the habi- 
table world to one temperate zone, and repror 
fented the eartli as an oblong furface, four 
hundred days journey in length, two hundred 
in breadth, encompaiTed by the ocean, and co- 
vered 

(76) Procopias (1. yiii. Gothic. !▼. c. 17. Theophanes, Bjzant. 
apud Phot. Cod. Ixxxiv. p. 38. Zonaras, torn. ii. 1. xiv. p. 60.). 
Pagi (torn. ii. p. 602.} afligns to the year 552 this memorable im- 
portatiun. Menander ( in Excerpt. Legat. p. 107.) mentions the ad- 
miration of the Sogdoites; and Theophylad SimocatU (1. vii. c.9.) 
darkly reprefcnts the two rival kingdoms in C China ) Utit country 
•ffilk. 
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vered by the folid cryftal of the firmamenit 

IV. The fubjefts of Juftinian were diflatis-Statcofthc 
fied with the times, and with the government. '*^*^"^*- 
Europe was ovef-nin by the Barbarians, and 
Aiia by the monks : the poverty of the Weft 
diicouraged.the trade and manufadures of the 
£afi ; the produce of labour was confumed by 
the unprofitable fervants of the church, the 
ftate, and the army ; and a rapid decreafe was 
felt in the fixed anid circulating capitals which 
conftitute the national wealth. The public 
difirefs had been alleviated by the oeconomy 
of Anaftafius, and that prudent emperor accu- 
mulated an immenfe treafure while he deliver- 
ed his people from the moft odious or oppret 
five taxes. Their gratitude univerfally ap- 
plauded the abolition of the gold of affliltion^ a 
perfonal tribute on the induftry of the poor 
(78), but more intolerable, as it fliould feem, 
in the form than in the fubfiance, fince the 

fiourijQung 

(77) Colmas, furnamed Indic<)pleufte8, or the Indian navigator, 
performed his voyage ahout the year 522, and compofed at Alezan- 
>dria, between 535 and 547* ChrifUaa Topography (Montfaucon, 
Praefat. c. i.), in which he refutes the impious opinion, that the 
earth is a globe ; and Photius had read this work (C01I, iixvi. p. 9, 
10.), which difplaysthe prejudices of a monk, with the knowledge 
of a merchant : the moft valuable part has been given in French and 
in Greek by Melchifedee Thevenot (R6]ations Curieufes, part i.), 
and the whole is fince publifhed in a fplendid edition by the Pere 
Montfaucon (Nova Colledio Patrum, Paris, 1707.2 vols, in foU 
torn. ii.p. 113— 346^). But the editor, a theologian, might bluCK 
at not ducovering the Neftorian herefy of Cofmas, which has been 
deteded by la Croze (Chrifttaniime des Indes, torn. i. p. 40 — ^56.). 

(78} Evagrius (1. iii. c. 39, 40.) is minute and grateful, but an- 
gry with Zofimus for calumniating the great Conftantine. In col* 
ledUngallthe bonds and records of the tax, the humanity of Anafta- 
fius was diligent and artful : fathers were fometimes compelled to 
proftltute their daughters (Zofim. Hift. 1. ii. c. 58. p. 165, 166. Lip- 
fise, 1 784.)- Timotheus of Gaza chofe fuch an event for the fub-r 
\tBi of a tragedy (Suidas, torn. iii. p. 475.)* which contributed to the 
abolition of the tax (Cedrenus, p. 35.;— >an happy inllance (if it be 
tiTie) 0f th( ufe of the theatre. 
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ficnirifliing city of Edeila paid ordy one hGat" 
dred and forty pounds of gold, which vrais 
coileded in four years from ten thoufiuid arti- 
ficers (79). Yet fuch was the parfinxmy 
which fupported this liberal difpofition, that ia 
a retgn of twenty-feven years, Atiaftafius fiiv- 
i9d, n'om his annual revenue, the enormous 
film of thirteen millions fterling, or three hun« 
dred and twenty thou&nd pounds of gdd 
(^o). His example was neglected, and his 
treafure was abuibd, by the ne{^w of Juftin. 
The riches of Jufiinian were ipeedily exhaufted 
by alms and buildings, by ambitious wars, 
and ignominious treaties. His revenues were 
found inadequate to his expences. Every art 
was tried to extort from the peojde the gold 
suid filver vddch he Mattered with a }avi& 
hand from Perfia to France {81); his reign 
was marked by the vkiffitudes, or rather by 
the combat, of rapadoufneg and avarice, of 
f{dendour and poverty ; he lived with the re- 
putation of hidden treafures (82), and be-« 
qeathed to his fucceffor the payment of his 
debts (83). Such a charaftcr has been jufUy 

accu&d 

(79) See Jofut StfUtes, in the BibliMbeca Otikntdih 9i Afftwum 
(torn a.]ft.a6t*)- This ci^ution ux is Aighdjr mfuim^ in tiv 
Chrobicie of Edefla. 

l%o) PF«cepttut Aiiecdot. c. 19.) £«et tHUifttm iiwin the repeat «if 
the treafapcrt thcinfelvea. Tiboritts bsd vkits /» wiiim ; hut &r iitf- 
fierent wa» his empire fron that of An's&i&ah* 

(Si)Evi^i»8(l. iv. c. 10.), «o the Best getKiiiCio&, wasmcderate 
•ad-well iuforoKd; aod Zosarsf (l.xtv. c, 6t.\ iiiiiheciithieeiK]ir|r, 
had read with care, and thought watfaout prqii&c : yet thdr cfiUiirs 
are ahaoft as black as thofefif the Anecdotes. 

.(S2.) Procopius {Asecd^t. c %o.) relatss the idle «oi9ctei«s«fih^ 
times. The death of JufUflian, fajrs the ifecret hi&aria«« wUi.«s{>0re 
his wealth «r poverty. 

(S3) See Corippos de Laudlbiis Jttftijii A«f. L n* l»6o» &c. 

** ritirima fuat vivoDimittmoegledla parentt* 

** Ufide tot ezhai^ilus fontraxjt debsca fifcus." 
Centenaries of gold were brought hy ilrofig anai iaut* the hi|>« 
pedrome : 

•• Debita perfolyit, gcnitoris cauu rccepit,*' 
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accufed by the vbice of the people andi^ pof- 
terity: but puMic difcontcnt is credulous, 
private maEce is bold ; and a lover of truth 
will pcrufe with a fufpicious eye the infbu6tive 
anecdotes of Procopius. The fecret hiftorian 
reprefents only the vices of Juftinian, and thofe 
vices are darkened by his malevolent pencil. 
Ambiguous a£Ho'ns are imputed to the worft 
motives : error is confounded with guilt, ac- 
cident with defign, and laws with abufes : 
the partial injuftice of a moment is dex- 
troufly aj^lied as the gefneral maxim of a reign 
of thirty-twq years : the emperor alone is 
made refponfible for the faults of his officers, 
the diforders of the times, and the corrup- 
tion of his fubjefts ; and even the calamities 
of nature, plagues, earthquakes, and inun- 
dations, are imputed to the prince of the 
daemons, who had mifehievoufly aiflSiftied the 
form of Juftiiiian (84). 

After this precaution, I fhall briefly relate 
the anecdotes of avarice and rapine, under 
the following heads : I. Juftinian was fo pro- 
ftife that he could not be Hberal. The civil f^^^'^'''^ 
and military officers, when they were admit- *^*°^* 
ted into the fervice of the palace, obtained an 
humble rank and a mbderate ftipend ; they 
afcended by feniority to a ftation of afHuence 
and repofe ; the annual penfions, of which 
the moft honourable clafs was aboliflied by 
Juftinian, amounted to four hundred thou- 
fitnd pounds ; and this ddmeflic ceccmomy 
Was deplored by the vettal or indigent cour- 
tiers as the laft outrage on the majefty of the 
empire. The pofts, Hhe fsJaries of phyficians, 

VoL.VIL B and 

(84) fhc Aiiecdotes (c. 11*^14* l8. ao— 30) fupply many fiidla* 
aad more complaints. 
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d the nodurnal illuminations, were obje£te 
. more general concern ; and the cities might 
P«ftly complain, that he ufurped the muni- 
cipal revenii^s which had been appropriated 
to thefe ufeful inftitutions. Even the loldiers 
were injured ; and fuch was the decay of mi- 
litary fpirit, that they >^ere injured with in>- 
punity. The emperor refufed, at the return 
of each fifth year, the cuftomary donative of 
five pieces of gold, reduced his veterans 
to beg their bread, and fufiered unpaid armies 
to melt away in the wars of Italy and Perfia. 
II. The humanity of his predeceffors had al- 
ways remitted, in fome aufpicious circum- 
ftance of their reign^ the arrears of the pub- 
lic tribute ; and they dextroufly affumed the 
merit of refigning thofe claims which it was 
impra^icable to enforce. " Juftinian, in the 
" fpace of thirty-two years, has never grant- 
" ed a fimilar indulgence ; and many of his 
*^ fubjefts^ have renounced the pofieffion of 
" thofe lands whofe value is infufficient to fa- 
" tisfy the demands of the treafury. To the 
*' cities which had fufFered by hoftile inroads, 
*^ Anaftafius promifed a general exemption of 
*' feven years : the provinces of Juftinian 
" have, been ravaged by the Perfians and 
** Arabs, the Huns and Sclavonians ; but his 
** vain and ridiculous difpenfation of a fingle 
** year has been confined to thofe places which 
*' were ^dually taken by the enemy." Such 
is the language of the fecret hiftorian, who 
exprefsly denies that any indulgence was 
granted to Paleftine after the revolt of the 
Samaritans ; a falfe and odious chatge, con^ 
futed by the authentic record, which attefts 
a rdief of thirteen centenaries of gold (fifty- 
* two thoufiihd pounds) obtained ror that de- 

folatc 
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fohte province by the interceffion of St- 
Sabas (85). III. Ptocopius has not conde* 
fcended to explain the fyftem df taxation, 
which fell like a hail-ftorm upon the land, 
like a devouring peftilence on its inhabitants : 
but we fliould become- the accomplices of his 
malignity, if we imputed to Juftinian alone 
the ancient though rigorous principle, that a 
whole diftrid ihould be condemned to luftain 
the partial lofs of the perfons or property of 
individuals. The Annona^ or fupply of corn Taxet* 
for the ufe of the army and capital, was a 
grievous and arbitrary exaftion, which exceed- 
ed, perhaps in a tenfold proportion, the abi- 
lity of the farmer j and his diftrefs was ag- 
gravated by the partial injuftice of weights 
and meafures, and the expence and labour of 
diftant carriage. In a time of fcarcity, an 
extraordinary requifition was made to the 
adjacent provinces of Thrace, Bithynia, and 
Phrygia : but the proprietors, after a weari- 
fome journey and a perilous navigation, re- 
ceived fo inadequate a compenfation, that 
they would have chofen tlie alternative of de- 
Kvering both the corn and price at the doors 
of their granaries. Thefe precautions might 
indicate a tender folicitude for the welfare of 
the capital ; yet Conftantinople did not efcape 
the rapacious defpotifin of Juftinian. Till his 
reign, the ftreights of the Bofphorus a^id . 
Hellefpont were open to the freedom of trade, 
and nothing was prohibited except the expor-^ 
tation of arms for the fervice of the Barba- 
rians. At each of thefe gates of the city, a 
H 2 praetor 

(8$) One to Scythopolis, capital of the fecond Paleftine, and 
twelve for the reft of che province. Alemaa (p. 59.) honeftly pro- 
duces this fad from a MS. life of St, Sabas, by his difcipk Cyril, 
in the Vatican library, and ILncc publifhed by Cotclerius. 
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prsBtor w»8 ftationed, the minifter of Impe- 
rial avarice i heavy cuftoms were impofed on 
the veflels and their merchandize ; the op* 
preilion was retaliated on the hclplcfs con- 
fuller : the poor were afflided by the s^rtifi* 
cial fcj^rcity, and exorbitant price of the njiar- 
ket ; and a pec^le, accuftonied to depend on 
the liberality of their prince, might foraetimes 
coipnplain ojf the deficiency of water and 
bread (86). The aerial tribute, without a 
nanfve, a Is^w, or a de^nite objeft, was axi an- 
nual gift of o^e hundred and twenty thou- 
fand pounds, which the emperor a,ccepted 
fronfi his Praetorian jwaefefl: i aiid th€ roeans of 
payn>ent were abandoned to the difcrqtion of 
Monopo- that powei^ful axagiftrate. IV. Even fiich a 
^^"^ tjtjc was left intolerable thw the privilege of 
xnonopolks* which checked the fair compe- 
tition pf i];iduftry, and for the fake of a im2& 
aind difhpiL^ gain, in^pofed an arhitrsury bur^ 
then on the wants and luxury of the fubjeft. 
" j^s ioon (I tranfcribe the anecdotes) as the 
'^ e^iclufi^ve fale of filk was ufurpc4 by the 
" Imperial; treafurer, a whoie people^ the ma- 
" nu|a<3.ijref s of Tyre an4 Berytus, was re- 
" duced to extreme miftry,. and either perilh- 
" ed with, hunger J or fled to the hoftile domi- 
** nions of Perfia." A province might fuffer 
by the degay of its manufaftures, but in. this 
exanicple of filk, Ptocopiys ha^ partially over- 
looked the ineftimable and lafting beniefit 
wliich the empire received from the curiofity 
of Juftinian. Bis addition of one^feventh to 
the ordinary price of copper-mo?iey may b^ 
interpreted with the iapae candour ; and the 

alteration, 

(8&) John Malab (torn. ii. p» ^i%,) mentions the want pf bread, 
andZonani»(l. xW. p. 63,) the leaden ptpet, which Juftinian or his 
fcrvants ftole from the aqiieduAs. 
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alteration, which might be wife, appears to 
have been innocent ; unce he neither allayed 
the purity, nor enhanced the value, of the 
gold coin (87), the legal meafure of public 
and private payments. V. The ample jurif- vcuaiity. 
diflion required by the farmers of the reve- 
nue to accomplifh their engagements, might 
be placed in an odious light, as if they nad 
purchafed from the emperor the lives and for* 
tunes of their fellow-citizens. And a more 
direft fale of honours and offices was tranfaft- 
ed in the palace, with the permiffion, or at leaft 
with the connivance, of Juftinian and Theo* 
dbra. The claims of merit, even thofe of fa- 
vour, were difregarded, and it was aimed rea- 
fonable tt) expeft, that the bold adventurer 
who had undertaken the trade of a magiftrate 
ihould find 1 rich compeniation for infamy, 
labour, danger, the debts which he had con- 
traced, and the heavy intereft which he paid. 
A fenfe of the difgrace and mifchief of this ve- 
nal pradice^ at length awakened the flumber- 
ing virtue of Juftinian ; and he attempted, by 
the lanftion of oaths (88) and penalties, to 
guard the integrity of his govfernment : but 
at the end of a year of perjury, his rigorous 
edift was fulpended, and corruption Scenti- 
oufly abufed her triumph over the impotence 
of the laws. VI. The teftament of Eulalius, 

count 

(87) For ao anrens, vnefixtbof ab ounce of gold, inftead of aio, 
hejrsre no more than i^O folles, or ounces, of copper, A difpro- 
poteioli of the mint, below the market price, muft hare foen pro- 
duced a (carcKT of fmall money. In England, twelve pence in cot^ 
per would fell for no more than y^wnr pence (Smith's Inquiry into the 
Wealth of Nations, voL i. p. 4^.). For Juiliuian's gold coin, fee 
Evajfrius (1. iv. c 30.). 

(88) The oath is conceived in themoft formidable words (Novell, 
viii. tit. }.)• '^*l^c defaulters imprecate on themfelves, quicquid 
hahent telorum armamentaria cceli : the part of Judas, the leprufy 
of Glezi, tlie tremor of Cain/ &c. belidcs all temporal pains. 
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count of the domeftics, declared the emperor 
his foie heir, on condition, however, that he 
fhould difcharge his debts and legacies, allow 
to his three daughters a decent maintenance, 
and beftow each of them in marriage, with a 
portion of ten pounds of gold. But the fplen*. 
did fortune of Eulalius had been confumedby 
fire ; and the inventory of his goods did not 
exceed the trifling fum of five hundred and 
fixty-four pieces of gold. A fimilar inftance, 
in Grecian hiftory, admonifhed the emperor 
of the honourable part prefcribed for his imi^ 
tation. He checked the felfifli murmurs of 
the treafury, applauded the confidence of his 
friend, difcharged the legacies and debts, edu- 
cated the three virgins under the eye of the 
emprefs Theodora, and doubled the marriage 
portion which had iatisfied the tendernefs of 
theii* father (89). The humanity of a prinqe 
(for princes cannot be generous) is entitled to 
fome praife ; yet even m this aft of virtue we 
may difcover the inveterate cuftom of fup- 
planting the legal or natural heirs, which Rro- 
copius imputes to the reign of Juftinian. 
His charge is fupported by eminent names and 
fcandalous examples 5 neither widows nor or- 
phans were fpared ; and the art of foliciting 
or extorting or fuppofing teftaments, was be- 
neficially praftifed by the agents of the palace. 
This bafe and mifchievous tyranny invades the 
fecurity of private life ; and the monarch who 
has indulged an appetite for gain will foon be 
tempted to anticipate the moment of fucceffion, 
to interpret wealth as an evidence of guilty 

and 

(89^ A fimihr or more generous a A of friendfhip is related by Ln- 
cianofEudamidas of Corinth (in Toxare, c. 2a, 23. torn. ii. p. 530.), 
and the llory has prodoced an ingeniDus, thongh feeble, comedf «f 
l^pntenelle. 
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4knd to proceed, from the claim of inheri- 
tance, to the power of confifcation. VIL 
Among the forms of rapine, a philofopher 
may be permitted to name the converiion of 
Pagan or heretical riches to the nfe of the 
faithful; but in the time. of JufHnian, this 
holy plunder was condemned by the fedaries 
alone, who became the vuftims ef his orthop 
4ox avarice (90). 

Diihonour mij^t be ultimately refleded on The minir. 
the chara6ler of Juftinian ; but much of the ^J^ J*^' 
gailt, and ftiU more of the profit, was inter- 
cepted by the minifters, who were feldom pro- 
moted for their virtues, and not always feleft- 
ed for their talents (91). The merits of Tri- 
bonian the quaeflor will hereafter be weighed 
in the reformation of the Roman law j but the 
oeconomy of the £aft was fubordinate to the 
Praetorian praefed,. and Procopius has jufUfied 
his anecdotes by the portrait which he expofes 
in his public hifiory, of the notorious vices of 
John of Cappadocia (92). His knowledge 
was not borrowed from thefchools(93), and John of 
his llyle was fcarcdy legible ; but he excelled ^/[fP***^ 
in the powers of native genius, to fuggeft the 
wiieft counfels, and to find expedients in the 
moil defperate fituations. The corruption of 
jus heart was equal to the vigour of his under- 

fianding 

(90) Jphn Malala, tofoi. ii^p, loi, lOft, X03. 

(91) One of thefcy Anaroliiu, perUhed in an earthqiiake—^oubt- 
lefs a judgment ! The conaplaints and clamours of the people in Ag^- 
thias (1. V. p. 146, 147.) are almoft an echo of the aneciiote. The 
alieua peconia reddenda of Corippiu» ^1. ii. 381, Sec) it not very ho- 
bourable to Juftihian's memory. 

(9%) See the hiilory and charader pf John of Cappadocta In Pro- 
copius (Pcrfic. 1. i. c. 14, IS !• ". c. 3©' Vandal. 1. i. c 13. 'Ancc- 
dot. c. 1, I ), 22.), The agreenient of the hifiory and anecdotes is 
a mortal wound to the repuution of the prxfed. 

(93) 0» y*f •^^^ •»'^" *f y'fafAfAttriftif <f>MT«fy tfMtBn ot» ^n >f «^^ 
fA^^Oy xai ravra xax« tutKetq yfa'^M-^Jk forcible CXprcfllOi^. 
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ftanding* Although he wts fufpedted of mx- 
ric and Pagan fuperftition, he appeared infen- 
uble to the fear of God or the reproaches of 
man ; and his afpiring fortune was raifed on 
the death of thoufands, the poverty of millions, 
the ruin of cities, and the defolation of pro- 
vinces. From the dawn of light to the mo- 
ment of dinner, he aifiduouily laboured tb 
enrich his mafter and himfelf at the expence 
of the Roman world ; the remainder of the 
day was fpent in fenfual and obfcene pleaiiires, 
and the filent hours of the night were inter- 
rupted by the perpetual dread of the juftice of 
an afiaffin. His abilities, perhaps lus vices, 
recommended him to the lafting friendfhip of 
Jufiinian: the emperor yielded with reluc* 
tance to the fiiry of the people; his viAory 
was di^kyed by the immediate reftoration of 
their enemy ; and they felt above ten years, 
under hia opprcffivc a^miniftration, that he 
was ftimulated fay revenge, rather than in- 
ftruAed by misfortune. Their murmurs ferv- 
cd only to fortify the refohition of Juftinian ; 
but the prxfeft, in the infolence of favour, 
provoked the refentment of Theod(»ra, difdzun- 
ed a power before which every knee was bent, 
and attempted to fow the feeds of difcord be* 
tween the emperor and his beloved oonfort. 
Even Theodora herfelf was conflrained to 
diffemble, to wait a favourable moment, and 
by an artful confpiracy to render John of Cap- 
padocia the 2^ccom{dice of his own defhrudion. 
At a time when Belifarius, unlefs he had been 
a hero, muft have fhewn himfelf a rebel, his 
wife Antonina, who enjoyed the fecret confi- 
dence of the emprefs, commujucated his feign-* 
ed difcontent to Euphemia the daughter of 

the 
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the pracfed ; the credulous virgin imparted to 
her father the dangerous projeft, and John, 
who might have known the value of oaths 
and promifes, was tempted to accept a no^r* 
nal, and aimoft treafonaUe, interview with 
the wife of Belifarius. An ambufcade of 
guards and eunuchs had been polled by the 
command of Theodora; they ruflicd with 
drawn fwords to feize or to punifh the guilty 
miniftcr : he was faved by the fidelity of his 
attendants ; but infiead erf appealing to a gra- 
cious fovcreign, who had privately warned 
him of his danger, he pufillanimoufly fled to 
the fanftuary of tl^ church. The favourite of 
Juftinian was fiicrificed to conjugal tendemefi 
or domefHc tranquillity ; the converfion of a 
pracfeft into a prieft extinguifhed his ambiti- 
ous hopes ; but the friendOiip of the emperor 
alleviated his difgrace, and he retained in the 
mild exile of Cyzicus an ample portion of his 
riches. Such imperfeft revenge could not la- 
tisfy the unrelenting hatred of Theodora ; the 
murder of his old enemy, the bifliop of Cyzi- 
cus, afforded a decent pretence ; and John of 
Cappadocia, whofe adions had deferved a 
thoufand deaths, was at laft condemned for a 
crime of which he was innocent. A great 
minifter, who had been invefted with the ho- 
nours of conful and patrician, was ignomini- 
oully jfcourged like the vileft of malefa6ters ; 
a tattered doak was the fole remnant of his 
fortunes ; he was tranfported in a bark to the 
place of his banifliment at Antinopolis in Up- 
per Egypt, and the prarfed of the Eaft begged 
his bread through tJie cities which had trem* 
bled at his name. During an exile of feven 
years, his life was protraoed and threatened 

by 
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by the ingenious cruelty of Theodora ; and 
when her death permitted the emperor to re- 
cal a fervant whom he had abandoned with 
regret, the ambition of John of Cappadocia 
was reduced to the humble duties of the facer- 
dotal profeffion. His fuccelTors convinced the 
fubjefts of Juftinian, that the arts of oppref- 
fion might ftill be improved by experience and 
induftry ; the frauds of a Syrian banker were 
introduced into the adminiftration of the 
finances ; and the example of the praefeft was 
diligendy copied by the quacftor, the public 
and private treafurer, the governors of pro- 
vinces, and the principal magiflrates of the 
Eaftern empire (94). 
Hit edifices V. The edifices of Juftinian were cemented 
JSlas"^*"" ^^ ^^ blood and treafure of his people ; 
but thofe ftately ftruftures appeared to an- 
nounce the profperity of the empire, and ac-. 
tiially difplayed the ftill oiF their architefts. 
Both the theory and praftice of the arts which 
depend on ipathematical fcience and me- 
chanical power were cultivated under the pa- 
tronage of the emperors ; the fame of Archi-» 
medes was rivalled by Proclus <ind Anthe* 
mius \ and if their miracles had been related 
by intelligent fpeftators, they might now en- 
large the fpeculation?, inftead of exciting the 
diftruft, of philofophers. A tradition has 
prevailed^ that the Roman fleet was reduced 



(94) The Chronology of Procoptus is loofe and obfcure ; hut witl^ 
the aid of Pagi I can ml'cern that John was appointed Przcorian prx- 
feA of the Eaft in the year ^30 ; that he was removed in Januaryr 
.532— reflored before June $12 — hanilhcd in 541 — and recalled be- 
tween June 548 and April. 1, 549. Ateman (p. 96, 97.) gives thc| 
\,\fi of his ten fucccflbra-— a rapid feries in a part of a fingle rei^n. 
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to afhes in the port of Syracufe by the burn- 
ing-glafles of Archimedes (95) ; and it is at 
fcrted, that a fimilar expedient was employed 
by Produs to deftroy the Gothic veffels in the 
harbour of Conftantinople, and to proteA his 
benefaftor Anaftafius againft the bold enter- 
prize of Vitalian (96). A machine was, fixed 
on the walls of the city, confifiing of an hexa- 
gon mirror of poliihed brais, with many 
finaller and moveable polygons to receive and 
refle^l the rays of the meridian fun ; and a 
confuming flame was darted to the defiance, 
perhaps, of two hundred feel (97). The 
truth of thefe two extraordinary fefts is iur 
validated by the filence of the moft authentic 
hiftorians ; and the ufe of burning-glafles was 
never adopted in the attack or defence of 
places (98). Yet the admirable experiments 
of a French philofopher (99) have demon- 

ftratcd 

(95) litis cooHagration is hinted by Lucian (In Hipina, c a.) and 
Galea (1. iii. de Temperamentis, torn. i. p. 8i. edit. BaiU.) in the 
fecood century. A thoofand years afterwards, it is pofitively af- 
^rmed hy Zonar^ (1. ix, p. 4^4v» on the faith of Dion Caffiiu» ^7 
Tzctzes (Chiliad, it. 119, &c.), EufUthius ad Iliad £. p, 33^.), 
and the fcholiaft of Lucian. See Fabricius (Bibliot. Grzc. I. iii. c. 
22. tonr« ii. p. 551, 5S^')f to whom I am more or left indebted for 

feveral of thefe quotations. / 

(96) Zozaras (I. ziv. p. 55.) affirms the fa^, without quoting any / 
evidence, 

(97) Tzetzes defcribesthe artifice of thefe buniing-glafles, which 
he had read, perhaps with no learned eyes, in a mathematical treaF> 
tife of Anthemius. That treatife, vtft va^o^mf fAnx^f^nfutrm, hat 
been lately publilhcd, tranflated, and illuftrated by M. Dupuys, a 
fcholar and a mathematician (Memeires de TAcademie des InKrip- 
tions, tom. xlii. p. 39a — ^51,), 

(98) In the fiege of Syracufe, by the fitence of Polybius, Plu* 
tarch, Livy ; in the fiege of Conftantinople, by that of Marcel- 
linus and all the contemporaries of the vith century. 

(99) Without any previous knowledge of Tzetzes w Anthemius^ 
the immortal Bufibn imagined and executed a fet of bummg-ghifles, 
with which he could inflame planks at the diftance of 300 feet (Sup- 
plement ik rHii|f Natnrelle, tom. i. p. 399 — ^483. quarto edition). 
What miracles would not his genius have performed for the public 
fervice, with royal cj^pepcp, and in the ftrpng fun of Conftantioopic 
or Syracuff f 
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ftrated the poffibility of fiich a mirror ; and, 
fince it is poflible, I am more difpofed to at* 
tribute the art to the greateft mathematicians 
of antiquity, than to give the merit of the 
fidion to the idle fancy of a monk or a fo- 
phift. According to another ftory, Proclus 
applied fulphur to the deftruftion of the Go- 
thic fleet ( I go); in a modern imagination^ 
the name of fulphur is inftantly connefted 
with the fufpicion of gun-powder, and that 
fufpicion is propagated by the fecret arts of. 
his difciplc Anthemius (loi). A citizen of 
Tralles in Alia had five fons, who were all 
diftinguiflied in their refpeftive profeffions by 
merit and fuccefs. Olympius excelled in the 
knowledge and practice of the Roman jurif- 
prudence. Diofcorus and Alexander became 
learned phyficians ; but the Ikill of the former 
was exerdfed for the benefit of his fellow- 
citizens, while his more ambitious brother 
acquired wealth and reputation at Rome. 
The fame of Metrodorus the grammarian, 
and of Anthemius the mathematician and ar- 
chitcft, reached the ears of the emperor Juf- 
tinian^ who invited them to Conflantinople ; 
and while the one inftrufted the rifing gene- 
ration in the fchools of eloquence, the other 
filled the capital and provinces with more lafl- 
ing monuments of his art. In a trifling dif- 
putc rdative to the walls or windows of their 
contiguous houies^ he had been vanquifhed 
by the eloquence of his neighbour Zeno ; but 
the orator was defeated in his turn by the 

mafter 

, fioo) John Malah (torn. ii. p. »i^>^f 24.) relates the Mt ; but 
i^t hoM CO c«afotiiid the iiamts or perfon* 6f Prod^ and Mariaos. 

(i«i) Agathtas, 1. v. f, 14^^^! 5%, The merit of Anthemias as 
an atMteA m loudly praifcd byPneeopi«»(dc £dif. I. i c. I.) and 

Paulus Silentiariiis (part i. I34> ^c.). 
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mafter of mechanics whofe malicious, though 
harmlefe ftratagems, arc darkly reprcfented 
by the ignorance of Agathias, In a lower 
room, Anthemius arranged feveral veffels or 
ciuldrons of water, each of them covered 
by the wide bottom of a leathern tube, which 
rofe to a narrow top, and was artificially con- 
veyed among the joifts and rafters of the ad- 
jacent building. A fire was kindled beneath 
the cauldron ; the fteam of the boiling water 
afccnded through the tubes ; the houfe was 
fliaken by the efforts of imprifoned air, and 
its trembling inhabitants might wonder that 
the city was unconfcious of the earthquake 
which they had felt. At another time, the 
friends of Zeno, as they fat at table, were 
dazzled by the intolerable light which flafhed 
in their eyes from the reflefting mirrors of 
Anthemius : they were aflonifhed by the noife 
which he produced from the coUifion of cer- 
tain minute and fonorous particles ; and the 
orator declared in tra^c ftyle to the fenate, 
that a mere mortal muft yield to the power 
of an antagonift, who fhook the earth with 
the trident of Neptune, and imitated the 
thunder and lightning of Jove himfelf. The 
genius of Anthemius and his colleague Ifidore 
the Milefian, was excited and employed by a 
prince, whofe tafte for architefture had dege- 
nerated into a mifchievous and cofUy paffion. 
His favourite architefts fubmitted their de- 
fignsand difficulties to Juflinian, and difcreet- 
ly confeffed how much their laborious medi- 
tations were furpa&d by the intuitive know- 
ledge or cdeflial infpiration of an emperor, 
whde views were always direfted to the be- 
nefit 
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nefit of his people, the glory of his reign^ 
and the fidvation of his foul (102). 
Foundation The principal church, whieh was dedicated 
of the by the founder of Conftantinople to faint 
St"s^iSa. Sophia, or the eternal wifdom, had been 
twice deftroyed by fire; after the exile of John 
Chryfoftom, and during the Nika of the blue 
and green factions. No fooner did the tumult 
fubfide, than the Chriflian populace deplored 
their facrilegious rafhnefs ; but they might 
have rejoiced in the calamity, had they fore- 
fecn the glory of the new temple, which at 
the end of forty days was flrenuouHy under- 
taken by the piety of Jufliniaii (103). The 
ruins were cleared away, a more fpa^ious 
plan was dcfcribed, and as it required the con- 
sent of fome proprietors of ground, they ob- 
tained the mofl exorbitant terms from the 
eager defires and timorous confcience of the 

monarch* 



(103) See Prodopiu* ^e Edificiis, 1. L c. i, t, L ii. c« 3.). He re« 
lates a coincidence of dreams, which fuppofes fome fraud in Jofti- 
nian or his archited. They both faw, id a vifion, the fame plan fof 
flopping an inundation at Dara. A ftone-qnarry near Tervfalem 
was revealed to the emperor (). ▼• c. ^.) : an angel was tricked into 
the perpetual cuftody of St. Sophia (Anonym, de Antiq. C. P. 1. ir. 
p. 70.). 

(Z03) Among the crowd of antients and modems who have cele* 
hrated the edifice of St. Sophia, I (hall difUn^uiih and follow, i. 
four original fpedhators and hiftorians : Procopius (de Edific. 1. i. c. 
I.), Agathiasl. v. p. 152, 153.), Paul Silentiarius (in a poem of 
ioa6 hexameters, ad calcem Annas Conmen. Alexisid.), and £va^ 
grius (1. iv. c. 31.). 2. Two legendary Greeks of a later period} 
George Codinus(de Origin. C. P. p. 64 — 74. )> and the anonymous 
writer of Banduri (Imp. Orient, tom. i. 1. iv. p. 65 — So.}« 3. The 
great Byzantine antiquarian, Ducange (Comment, ad Paul Silentiar. 
p. 5»5— 59^. and C. P. .Chrift. 1. iii. p. 5—78')- 4. Two French 
travellers— the one, Peter Gyllius (de Topograph. C. P. 1, ii. c. 3, 
4.) intheivith ; the other, Grelot (Vojagc de C. P. P.'95— 164, 
Paris, l68o.in4to): he has given plans, profpeds, and mficie-views 
of St. Sophia ; and his plans, though on a fmaller fcale, appear morfc 
corred than thofe of Dticange. I have adopted and reduced the 
meaforcs of Grelot : but as no Chriftian can now afccnd the dome» 
the height is borrowed from Evagrius, compared with GylUusy 
Greaves^ and the Oriental Geographer. 
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monarch. Anthemius formed the defign, 
and his genius directed the hands of ten 
thoufand workmen, whofe payment in pieces 
of fine filver was never delayed beyond the 
evening. The emperor himfelf, clad in a 
linen tunic, furvcyed each day their rapid 
progrefs, and encouraged their diligence by 
Ids familiarity, his zeal, and his rewards. 
The new cathedral of St. Sophia was con- 
fecrated by the patriarch, five years, eleven 
months, and ten days from the firft foun- 
dation ; and in the midft of the folemn fefti- 
val, Juftinian exclaimed with devout vanity, 
** Glory be to God, who hath thought me 
. ** worthy to accomplifli fo great a work ; I 
"have vanquiflied thee, O Solomon (104)!*' 
But the pride of the Roman Solomon, before 
twenty years had ftlapfed, was humbled by an 
earthquake, which overtlxrew the eaftern part 
of the dome. Its fplendour was again reftored 
by the perfeverance of the fame prince; and 
in the thirty-fixth year of his reign, JuiUnian 
celebrated the fecond dedication of a temple, 
which remains, after twelve centuries, a date* 
ly monument of his fame. The architefture 
of St. Sophia, which is now converted into 
the principal mofch, has been imitated by the 
Turkifli fultans, and that venerable pile con- 
tinues to excite the fond admiration of the 
* Greeks, and the more rational curiofity of . 
European travellers. The eye of the fpefta- tion?"^ 
tor is dilappointed by an irregular profpeft of 
half-domes and flidving roofs: the weftern 

front 

(104) S9lomoQ*t temple was furrounded with courts, porticos, 
&c ; but th^ proper ftrudureof the houfe'of God was no more (if 
we take the Egyptian or Hebrew cubit at %% iDchei) than 55 feet in 
height, 36I in breadth, and no in length — ^a Dtnall pariih churchy 
Uj9 Prideauz (Conne^on, ▼•!. i. p. 144. folio) ; but few landua* 
ries could be valued at four or five milliont fterling ! 
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front, the principal approach, is deftitutc of 
fimplicity and magnificence; and the fcale of 
dimenfions has been much furpaffed by feve- 
ral of the Latin cathedrals* But the architeft 
who ftrft erefted an aerial cupola, is entitled 
to the praife of bold defign and Ikilful, execu- 
tion. The dome of St* Sophia, illuminated 
by four and twenty windows, is formed with 
fo fmall a curve, that the depth is equal only 
to one-fixth of its diameter: the meafure of 
that diameter is one hundred and fifteen feet, 
and the lofty center, where a crefcent has fup- 
planted the crofs, rifes to the perpendicular 
height of one hundred and eighty feet above 
the pavement. The circle which encompailes 
the dome, lightly repofes on four ftrong ar- 
ches, aiid their weight is firmly fopportcd by 
four mafly piles, whofe ftrength is affifted on 
the northern and fouthern fides by four co- 
lumns of Egyptian granite. A Greek crc^, 
infcribed in a quadrangle, reprefents the form 
of the edifice; the cxaft breadth is two huH- 
dred and forty-three feet, and two hundred 
and fixty-nine may be afligned for the extreme 
length from the fanftuary in the eaft to the 
nine weftern doors which open into the vefti- 
bule, and from thence into the narihex or ex- 
terior portico. That portico was the humt4e 
ftation of the penitents. The nave or body of 
the church was filled by the eongre^tion of 
the faithful ; but the two fexes were prudent- 
ly diitinguiflied, and the upper and kwer gal- 
ieries were allotted fca: the more private devo- 
tion of the women. Beyond the northern 
and fouthern piles, a baluftrade, terminated 
on cither fide by the thrones of the Emperor 
aad the patriarch, divided the nave from the 

choir: 
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cb^ir: aad Ui§ fpap^, a« fer as thfe fe|>s.rftl« 
ajtafi, ^^as/cicc^pied ^y the clergy iii<} fing^f^ 
33fte j^t^r ftjfelf, ^ ijtto^ which inf€n%ly bier 

tfeffaiftpr^ rec#^, kitiflcjally biiilt iaitjieform 
^* ^fflitt:«y]^»4er ; ,md thi3 fan^ary qomr 
»!|ijnkafe4^by fcygral doors with the.facrifty^ 
li^ y^^i. ^ bj5)tift€iry, ^jid the contig^ou^ 
t*eWings,•r4*fe&^yie^t either to the pomp of 
"P^^fM^^'W tjie private jjfc of the ecdefiaflical 
H^i^^i. Ji^^ inemoiy of pail calamities iftf 
:^^i:3Wy^l^ mth 5t wifexefoltition, th^t no 
yW94 «*^?«tf:l5r the.doorsj, Jfcould be ^dmtf 
^.MHh^^f^^^&ch ; r^jid the choice jcrf.lhte 
3ft^^J^iJ«19^RPj^dAo,thlJ ftjSCTgth,.the.UgHt'* 

1& foM f*iS8«hli^ fsJftained the sMpoh .were 
^ompofe^/of huge l^j^ck^ cffb^ftint^ ^teli 
«rt!^.^«r^fjlBMri^8^es, fortified by fikelea 
©fiOWi, K^ijfiTffiJy qw3ie»ted'by:the.ittfufiQR 
rf.fe^ and.qwcMlm*,; jDUt tfcja >vSight of tfce 
m9^ Wis 4iin&¥iS>^d bj^ ^ kyity of it$ Aifo: 
ll^fie^ wW(f to qg^Afts^efelier of pvmice-ft^ne 
tl^at Jlp^tp.ln j^ W^ter^ 9pr of bricks from the 
yie ©f ]RU^<^, fiyje ijjDgs l^jpo^de^dus t^^^ 
t^ordift^ry ft}r^> The iwhoJe fraiineofthfc 
^ft<^ iW» jcivift^ft^edr .ttf .brick; but thctfe 
^ flf^^^terirfp tf^re cQftf^^ed by a,ctTift <;tf 
^»r|}ig i 2Biidi tJ^e infid^ pf St. Sophia,, tfee cu- 
pok> Ae j^\Rft^j5geri :Wd the fix iinaller, femi- 
4<Hae«, i^iW^i thie fewndred columns, and 
tjige pay^mei^t, Relight pyj^ ^ the eyes of Bar- 
^Vriiins» A|dth a rich and variegated pi<9iire. 
Apoet (ji.05)^ whp beh^eld the primitive luftre ^^ ^, 
y^ VII. ^ I of"""'^"- 

.(J[0^]^ £^n!.S«|(sotiarltis, in daiilBaDd poetic languag^e, ^efcribes 
the v^rLovsi^0ne« ^i^^inarbleg that were employed ifi.the edifice of 
St. Sophia (P. ii. p, . 129, 133, &c. &c.) : j. The Ctfryy?i>»— pale, 
with iron irqin». a« The Pi^rygufn — df two fprts, both of a rofy hue ; 
the one with a white (hade, the other purple, with filver £ower8. 



fi4 TtfE DECLINE AKD FALL 

of St. Sophia, enumerates the cokmrs, the 
fliades, and the fpots of ten or twelve maiv 
blesy jafpers^ and porj^yries^ which nature 
had profufdy diverfified, and which- were 
blended and contrafted as it were by a fkilful 
paintdr. The triumph of Chrift was adorned 
with the laft fpoils of PaganHm, but' the 
greater part of thefe coftly ftones w^ extrac- 
ted from the quarries of Aiia Minor, the iflea 
and continent of Greece, Egypt, Afric^ and 
Gaul* Ei^t columns of porphyry, which 
Aurelian had placed in the temple c^the flin^ 
were offered by the piety .of a Roman matron ;; 
eight others of green marble wefe pfefented 
by the ambitious 2eal of the magiftrates of 
Ephefus : both are admirable by their fize and 
beauty, but every order of archite^Ure di£i 
daims their iantaflic capitals* A variety of 
ornaments and figures was curidufly e:lprefied 
in mofaic ; and the images of Chrift^ of the 
Virgin, of faints, and of angels, which 
have been defaced by Turkifh fanaticifin, were 
dafigeroufly expofed to the fuperftition of 
the Greeks. According to the feriftity of 
each objed, the precious metals were 
difhibuted in thin leaves or in folid maffes* 
ITie baluflrade of the choir, the capitals of 
the pillars, the ornaments of the doors and 
galleries, were of gilt bronze ; the fpedator 
was dazzled by the glittering 2Spc& of the cu* 
pola ; the fan<5hiary contained forty thoufand 
pound weight of filVer ; and the holy vafes 
and veftments of the altar were of the purefl 
gold, enriched with ineftimable gems. Be- 
fore 

3. The Porphry of Egypt'^'^itYiftMW flaw. • 4. The p^een marbTe of 
Laconw, 5,*Tne Cariatf^ti om Moont laffis, with oblique ireins, 
white and red, 6, The Lydian — pale, with a red flower. 7. The 
African^ Of Maurifafitan^-^of a gold or faffron hue. 8. TRe Celtic-^ 
black, with white vciiw. 9. The Bofpborie — ^whxte, with black 
edgefl. Befidet the Proconnejlany which formed the pavement; the 
IhiUalian^ McioJ/.'ar, &c. which arc lels diftindly painted. 
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fote the fltu^re of the churcih had arifen two 
cubits above the ground, forty-five thou£md Rich«t. 
two hundred pounds were already confumed ; 
and the whole expence amounted to three 
hundred and twenty thoufand: each reader, 
according to the meafUre of his belief, may ef- 
timate their value either in gold o^^filver; 
but the fum of one millicm fterling is the re- 
fult of did lowcft computatioil. A magnifies 
ent temple is a laudable monument of national 
tafte and religion, and the enthufiaft who en- 
tered the dome of St. Sophia, might be tempt- 
ed to fiippofe that it was the refidence, or even 
the workttiaiiflup of the Deity. Yet how dull 
is the artifice, how infignificant is the labour, 
if it be compared with the. formation of the 
vileft irifeft that crawls upon the furface of 
thetefflplel 

^ So minutsg ^ defcripf ion of ari edifice t^hich ^Sj^^U 
timehftis receded, may atteft the truth, and 
excufe the cdation, of thd innumerable- worfe, 
both in the cafStal and provincesj which Juft 
tinianeonllru^ed on a fm^er fade and I^fs du^ 
raUe fouhdatloifis (106). In Coni^antinople 
alone, %hd the adjacent iiiburbs, he dedicated 
twenty-fivd churches to the hoiiour of Ghrifl:^ 
the Virgin, and the faints; moft of thrfe 
churches Were decorated with marble and 
gold J and their various fituation was Skilful- 
ly choieniil a populous fquare ; or a pleafaht 
grove ; on thd margin of the fea-ftiore, or oii 
K>me lofty eminence which overlooked the 
continents of Europe and Afia. The church 
of the Holy Apoftles at Conflantinople, and 

I 2 that 

(to6) The fix bootcs df the Edifices of Procopius arc thtit diftribiH- 
ted : the/trft is confined to Conftantinople ; the fecond includes Mci'v- 
potankta and Syria ; the third, Armenia and the Euxine ; the fourth^ 
Europe; the fifrby Afia Minor and Palcftinc, the fixtb, Egypt and 
Africa. Italy is forgot by the emperor or the biftorian, who pub- 
liflied this work of adulation before the date (A. D. SSS») of its final 
conqueft. 
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that of St* Jc^n at Ef^^efus^ af^eartoha^e 
been framed on the fame modd ; their domes 
afpired to imitate the cupcdas oi St. Sophia f 
but the altar was more judicioufly |^ed %m- 
der the center of the dome, at the j^q^tion of 
four ftfifctdy porticoes^ which more accurately 
expreiled the figure of the Grade Crois* The 
Virgin of Jeni&km mi^t exult in the temple 
ereaed by her Imperial votary on a moft un- 
grateful fpot, which afforded nei^ef gromnj 
nor materials to the architeft. A levd was 
formed) by raifing part of a deep v^^ to the 
height of the mountain. The fione^s of a 
.neighbcHiring qua^ Were hewn into regu- 
lar rorin^ ; each bloc^ was fixed on It peculiar 
carriage {drawn by fqrty of the firongeu oxai^ 
fmdjthe fpads w<ere widened for the pa£&geof 
liich enormous weights. Lebanon foriyihecl 
her loftieft cedars for the timfeer&litif the ' 
church,; and the feafonable difcoyery ctf a 
ydn of red marW^b. fiippUed it^ b^autifol 
cplumn?, two pf which, the fupport^rs erf' 
the eacterior portico, rwere efteea:^ the larg- 
eft in the world. The pious m^anificence of 
the emperor was difiufed over the Holy Land ; 
and if reafon ihould condemn the monafteries 
of both fexes which were built or reftored 
by Juflinian, yet charity muft applaud the 
w^lls which he funk, :and the hofpitak which 
hQ founded, for the relief of the "weary pil- 
grims. The fchifinatical temper of Egypt 
was ill-entitled to the royal bounty ; but in 
Syria and Africa fome remedies were ap{^ed 
to the difa£i:ers of wars and earthquakes, and 
both Carthage and Anjioch, emerging from 
their ruins, might revere the name of their 
i ^ gradous 
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«adbus beiie£iAor (107). Almoft every &xtti 
u the calendar acquired the honours of a 
temple ; atefK^ «very city of the empire ob- 
tained the folid advantages of bridges, ho^^ 
tab, ^id aquedufts ; but the fevere liberality 
X)£ the monarch <£imined to indulge his iub- 
Jfidsin the popular luxury <^ baths and thea^ 
ores. While Jufiinian laboured for the public 
fervice, he was not unmindful of Ms own 
^gnity and eafe. The Byzantine palace, 
which had been dams^d by the conflagra- 
tion, was reftored with new magnificence ^ 
and fome notion may be conceived of the 
whc^ edifice, by the vef&buk or h^, which^ 
£rom the doors perhaps, or the roof, was 
ihraamed ^bake^ or the brazen. The dome 
«f a i|ncioiis ({uadrangle was fupported by 
TBaSy pillars ; the pavement and walls were 
Incrufted with many-coloured marb}es-**the 
emerald green of Laconia, the fiery red, and 
tlie whit€ Phrygian fionc interfered with 
irdns of a fea-^een hue : the mofaic paintf^ 
ibaigs cf the dome and fides reprefetited the 
j^ories of the A£rican and Italian triumphs. 
On the Afiatic Ihore of the Propontis, at a 
jfinaH cfiftance to die eaft of Chalcedon, the 
<xifily palace and gardens of Herasum (108) 
V^e prepared for the fiimmer refidence of 
Juitinian, and more efpecially of Theodora. 
The poets of the age have celebrated the rare 
alliance of nature and art, the harmony of 
the nymphs of the groves, the fountains, and 

the 

<i07^ Jaftmiaa once g»rc forty-^Bve centenaries of gold 
<i8o,ooo/.} for the repairs of Aatiocb after the earthquake (John 

. (lOS) For th^ HeKa^um, the palace of Theodora, fee Gyllius fde 
aoTpheyo Tiirap^, L iii. c xL), Akma& (Noti. ad Anecdot. p. %o^ 
^1. who qvpteft feveral epigrams of the Authology), and Ducan^e 
<C. P.CJhrifL l.iv. c. i3.p. 174, 17^}- 
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the waves j yet the crowd of attendants who 
followed the court complained of their incon- 
venient lodgings (109), and the nymphs were 
too often alarmed by the famous Porphyrio, 
a whale of ten cubits in breadth, and* thirty 
in length, who was (branded at the mouth of 
the river Sangaris, after he hod infefted more 
than half a century the feas of Conftantino- 
pleriio). 
Fortifica. The foTtifications of Europe and Alia were 
tion of multiplied by Juftinian ; but the repetition of 
Europe. ^^£q timid andfixiitlds precautions expofes 
to a philofophic eye the debility of the em- 
pire (11 1). From Belgrade to the Euxine, 
fi*om the conflux of the Save to the mouth 
of the Danube, a chain of above fourfcore 
fortified places was extended along the banks 
of the great river. Single watch-towers were 
changed into fpadous citadels ; vacant walls, 
which the engineers contraded or enlarged 
according to the nature of the groimd, were 
filled with colonies or garrifons; a ftrong 
fortrefe defended the ruins of Trajan's bridge 
(112), and feveral military ftations affeded to 

fpread 

(109) Compare, in the Edifices (1. i. c. ii.) and in the Anec- 
docc8(c.S. 15.), thediifereDt ftyles of adiilaticD and malevolence; 
fiript of the paint, or deaoTed from the dirt, the objeft appears to 
be the fame. 

(110) Procopius, 1. viii. 19,; mpft proba1)ly a ftr^nger and wan- 
derer, ii8 the Mediterranean does not breed whales. Balsenae quo- 
quein puAra maria penetrant (Plin. Hift. Natur. is, s.}. Between 
the polar circle and the tropic, the cetaceous animals of the oceaii 
grow to Ihe length of 50, '80, or 100 feet (Hift. det Voyages, torn. 
±y.p, »89. Pennant's Britiih Zoology, vol. iii. p. 35.). 

(111) Montefquiett obferves (torn. iiL p. 503, Confiderations 
fur la Grandeur ct la I ecadencedes Romaini, czx.) that 1uftiniaii*s 
empire was like France in the time of the Norman inroadfr*-n«¥er 
fo weak as when everv village was fartified. 

iii%) Procopius affirms (]. iv. c. 6.) that the Danube was (lopped 
by the ruins of the bridge. Had ApoUodonis, the archited, left m 
defcription of his own work, the fabulous winders of Dion Caflius 
j(!. kviii, p. 1 i 29,) would have been correded by the genuine pidure« 

Trajan*« 
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1|>read bcfond the Danube the pride of the 
Roman naii». But that name was divefted 
of its terrors ; the 3af barians, in their an-> 
nual inroads, paffed, and contemptuoufly re- 
pafied, before thefe ufelefs bulwarks ; and the 
inhabitants of the frontier, infiead of repo£< 
ing under the ihadow of the Mierai defence, 
were compelled to ^uard, with inceflant vigi« 
lance, their ieparate habitatk»is. The f(Mi« 
tude of ancient dties was repleni&ed:; the 
new foundations of Juftinian acquired, per«« 
haps too haftily, the epithets of impregnable 
andpc^mlous; and «he aufindous pUce of 
his G^m nativity attraftod the grateml reve<- 
rence of the vsuneft of princes. Under the 
name of yu/lif^ana frma^ the obfinire village 
of Taureuum became the fi^t of an arw* 
bilhop smd a prsefed, whofe juriidi^on es;* 
tended over ieven warlike provinces of Illy* 
ricum (113); and the corrupt appellation of 
dtiftemUl 4tiK incUcates, about twenty miles 
io the ibuth of Sophia, the reiidence of a 
Turkiih lanjak (114). For the uie of the em- 
peror's countiymen, a cathedral, a palace, 
and an a^ednd, were ^edily confiru&ed ; 
the public and private edifices were adapted 
to the greatnefs of a royal city; and the 
fireng^ of jthe walls r^fied, during the life- 
time 

"Trajan's bridge cetififted of twenty «r twenty-twa ikone pilet, with 
woeden arches ; the river is ihallow, the current gentle, and the 
whole interval aomorz than 443 (Reimar ad Dion^ from Marfigli) 
^515 t«fi* (d* Anville G6ographie Ancieoae, torn, t p^ 305O. 

<IJ3) Of the two Dacias, MeMterranta and RifHiJU, Dardania, 
PrafvaUtaoa, 4he iecond Mxfia, and the iecond Macedonia. See 
Jnftinian (Novell xi.)> whofpeaksof his caftles beyond theDanube» 
and of homines femper belliouAidoribasxohafentes. 

(1Y4) Seed'Afiviile(Meniekes<4e I* Academic, &c. tMn. sixi.p. 
2H9, a90.)» Rycaut (Prefeat Suteof ^e Turkiih Empire, p. 97. 
316.), Marfigli (Stato Militate del Isnperio Ottomano, p. 130.)^ 
The lanjak of GiuHeudil is one of the twenty under the begkrhn? 
•f Riimelia, and his diltrld maintaixis 48 zaim and 5^ % tmutriets. 
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-J tiine of Juftinian, the txiikilfu) ai&idCs &f t)» 
Huns and Sdavcmians. Their p9rbgre& w^ 
fometimes retarded, and thtir hoperof ratpite 
were: difapposntc^, \fy th^ ihftinnai^aJbfe wfeb^ 
whidi in the proii^^GtB of l]^ji^ ; £|)i^tffi| 
Theflaly^ Macedopb;, and Thrace^ app<{«i^d 
to cbv^r tte whdd face ^ thd wixn^» &st 
iinhdrcd of thefe forts w^e hijoSHm repaired 
by the ilnpcrof; biU it leezns rea^Dtriabte td 
bdUeye^. tJut the far greater psfft xdnfifted 
only df a flone oi.bric^ towery iii the madft 
of a fqnare or circtthMr ari^» ^hidb ?vras fvir« 
toiinded by a will and ditxh, and. affordf d m 
a mottent of dangbr fome protection to thd 
pderfaEQts dnd cattle of the neigldiduting vifc 
lages ( 1 1 5). Yet th^fe taflitary trdtksi^ wfaidbt 
eMtaufted the pmHic trcaftirc, coiild not rte» 
move the jnft appi*ejli^nilbns of Jnflaman tIM 
his European fubje^S. The wUrm- biths oS 
Anchiahis in Thnece wc#$ tendqredas Mc ia. 
thciy were fidutary • hnt tiJfc rich j)a^rd d* 
Th^al(»|ta weri foraged by thej Scytltiafi 
carahy ; the ddicious vsfle of Temper three 
JtmnAred miles from the Danube^ was tontiK 
niiaily ahrmed by the found of waar(iT6) j 
ind rio unfortified fpot, however difbnt or 
fefitaiy, cppld fecurcly. enjoy the UeiSngs e£ 
peace. The flxeights of Therm6pybe, which 
fcemed to protect, but which had fo often be^ 
trayed, the fafety of Greece, were diligently 
ftrengthened by the labours of Juffinian. 

From 

(11 $> Thofe foiti6(Batioiiftm»y be»ti»mparc4 to the c^k« in Min* 
grelia (Ghai^din^ Voyages ea Perfe, tooi. i. p. 60. i3i.)-r-a natural 
pidlure. 

(116) The valley of Tcmpe is fituate along the riyer Peneus, li^ 
twceh the hiUs of Ofb. and Olympus ^ it is only five miles loP^, 
and m feme placfss B0 more than iio feet in ^eailth. Its verdant 
beauties are elegantly deferibed by Pliny (Mift. Nafivur. UiY. is.)» 
aod more difiufeiy by MUan (Hill. Var. k iii. c, x . }. 
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Sr«ii* th«:^dge4tf tie ftsufliore, through the 
ibrefti^ stiftt^ ^tdlieiSy ind as far as the fummit^ 
€ff the Tii^£Bd|aii moiinlains, a firong waU 
irtrs^ {^lltklli€d, >lid)i€h occ^ every practi- 

cable liitfaUdf. Ipftead of an hafly crowd erf 
p^siktiUj ^ ^frifen of two^ou&nd foldiers 
Wa$ ftttioiif^ii ilong iJie rampart ; gransuies 
(rf corttv 2^ Ti^rvoifs of water, were pro-* 
tided fbf their ufe ; and by a precaution that 
in^rdi the 65^(^fu^ce which it forefaw, con- 
*«iient fttttttfles wefe erefted for their re- 
treat. TheWlMsdf Corinth, overthrown by 
dn earthquslka, and the mouldering ^bulwarks; 
ef Athens sittd Pi^t^ea, were carefully refior* 
^; the Batbitrtans were dircourage^\i)y the 
proi|iecbof fUCiSeffive aftd painful fiegei ; .and 
the fiaked cktes of Peloponnefus were covers 
id by the jfortl^ations of the ifthiinia of Co-: 
finth. At th6 extremity of Europe, another 
]^6l[ttnfiila, the Thraciati Cherfone^ia, ronsr 
tte^e dstys j6urrtey into the fea, to form^. with. 
flic adjacent flidres of Alia, the freights of 
fife HeU^fpoiit. The intervals tptwecn ele^ 
iftn populous towns were filled by lofty 
wodds, feir paftures, and arable lands ; and 
the ifthmus, of thirty-feven ftadiaor furlongs, 
had been fortified by a Spartan general nine 
hundred years before the reign of Juftinian 
(1x7). In an age of freedoln and valour, 
the flighteft rampart may prevent a furprife ; 
and Procopius appears infenfible of the fu- 
periority of ancient times, while he praifes 
the folia conftruftion and double parapet of a 
wall, whofe long arms ftretched on either fide 
into the fea ; but whofe ftrength was deemed 

infuiEcient 



(T17) XcDophon Hellenic. I^iti. c. 2« After a long and tedious 
cooveifatioQ with the Byzantine declaimcrs, how retrefhiDg is the 
trudi, the (implicity, the elegance of an Attic writer ! 
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infiifficient to guard the Cherfondus, if eadi 
city, and particularly Gallipoli and Seftus, 
had not been fecured by their peculiar fortifi- 
cations. The long wall, as it was emphatical* 
ly ftyled, was a work as dif^aceful in the ob- 
jed, as it was refpedable m the execution. 
The riches of a capital difiiife themfelves over 
the neighbouring country, and the territory 
of Conftantinoplc, aparadife of nature, was 
adorned with the luxurious gardejis and vil- 
las of the fenators and opulent citizens. Sut 
their wealth ferved only to attrad the .bol4 
and rapacious Barbarians ; the iiobleft of th^ 
Romans, in the boibm of peacpfii} in4olence» 
were led away into Scytluan captivity, and 
their ibvereign inight view frpm his palace 
the hoitile lanfies which were iniblently 
i^read to the gates of the Imperial city. At 
the diftance only of forty miles, Anafiafius 
was confirained to efiablifh a laft frcmtier^ 
his long wall of fixty miles from the I^opon- 
tis to the Euxine. proclaimed the impotence 
of his arms; and as the danger becajiie more 
imminent, hew fortifications wepre added by 
the indefatigable prudence of Juilinia^ (' i8). 
Security of Alia Minor, after the fiibmjifion of thelfau- 
Afia, after riahs(ii9) remained without enemies and 
qucftTf "Without fortifications. Thofe bold favages, who 
ifauria. had diidained to be the fubjeds of Gallienus^ 
perfifiied twp hundred and thirty years in a life 

of 

(i it) See the long wall in Evagrius (1. iv. c. 38.). This whok 
article is drawn from the foorth book of the Edifices, except An* 
diialiu (1. iii. c. 7. . 

(1Z9) Turn back to vol. i. p. 401. In the courfe of this hiftor|^ 
I have fomctimes mentioned, and much oftener flighted, the hafty ior 
roads of the Ifaurians, which were not attended with any coiiie<^i}£js- 
«s. 
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of independence and rapine. The moft fiic- 
cefsfiil princes re{pe6ted the ftrength of the 
mountains and the defpair of the natives; 
their fierce fpirit was fometimes foothed with 
gifts, and fometimes reflrained by terror ; and 
a military count, with three lerions, fixed 
his permanent and ignominious uation in the 
heart of the Roman provinces (120). But 
no fooner was the vigilance of power relaxed 
or diverted, than the light-armed fquadrons 
defcended from the him, and invaded the 
peaceful plenty of Afia. Although the Ifauri- 
ans were not remarkable for flature or brave- 
ry, want rendered them bold, and experience 
made them fkilful in the exercife of predatory 
war. They advanced with fecrecy and fpeed 
to the attack of villages and defencelefs towns; 
their flying parties have fometimes touched 
the Hellei|)ont, the Euxine, and the gates of 
Tarfus, Antioch, or D;unafcus (121J; and 
the fpoil was lodged in their inaccedfible moun- 
tains, before the Roman troops had received 
their orders, or the diflant province had com- 
puted its lofs. The guilt of rebellion and rob- 
bery excluded them from the rights of nation- 
al enemies ; and the magiftrates were inffaruc- 
ted, by an ediA, that the trial or punifhment 
of an Ifaurian, even on the feflival of Eafler, 
was a meritorious ad of jufHce and piety (122).. 
If the captives were condemned to domefUc 

flavery, 

(lOo) Trebellins Pollio in Hift. Auguft. p. 107. who lived under 
Diocletian, or Cooftautine, See likewile Sancirolus ad Notit. Imp. 
Orient. ^115. 141. Sec Cod. Thcodof. K ix. tit. 35, leg. 37. with 
a copious colIe6live Annotacioa of Godefroy, torn. iii. p. 256, 257. 

( 1 21) See the full and wide extent cf their inroads in Ffailofiorgiuf 
(Hift^ Ecclef.I. xi* c. 8.), with Godefroy's learned Differtationt, 

(122) Cod. Juftinian. L ix. tit. i2. leg. 10, The punifhments are 
fevere— -a fine of an hundred pounds of gold^ degraoation, and even 
death. The public peace nright afford a pretence, but Zeno was de« 
iirous of monopuiizing the valour and fervice of the Ilauriaos. 



124 rmR DECLINE AND FALL 

flaverjr, thcyhiaintained, with their fWordc^ 
dUgger, the private quarrel of their mafiers^ 
and it was found expedient for the public 
tranquillity, to prohibit the fervice of iiich 
dangerous retainers. When their country- 
man FrafcaHffaeus orZeno afcended the throne, 
he invited a faithful amd formidable band of 
Haurians, who infuked the court and dty^ 
and were rewarded by an annual tribute of five 
thoufand pounds of gold. But the hopes of 
fortune depopulated the mountains, luxury 
enervated the hardinefs of their minds and bo- 
dies, and in proportion as they mixed with 
mankind, they became lefs qualified for the 
enjoyment of poor and folitary freedom. Af-^ 
ter like death of Zeno, hisfucce£br Anaftafius 
fiipprefied their penfions, expoied their per- 
fons to the revenge of the people, baniflied 
them from Confiantinople, and prepared to 
fiifiain a war, which left only the alternative 
of vidx>ry or fervitude. A brother of the laft 
emperor ufurped the title of Auguftus, his 
caufe was powerfully fupported by the aritls, 
the treafiires, and the magazines, collefted by 
Zeno; and the native Ifauriahs muft have for- 
med the fmalleft portion of the hundred and 
fifty thoufand Barbarians under his ftandard, 
which .was fandified, for the firfl: time, by 
the prefence of a fighting biftiop. Their dit 
orderly numbers were vanquiflied in the plains 
of Phrygia by the valour and difcipline of the 
tl^s^^* Goths ; but a war of fix years almoft exhaut 
ted the courage oftheemperor( 1 23). The Ifau- 

^rians 

(123) The Ifaurian war and the triumph of A naftafius are briefly 
and darkly rcprefeutcd by John Malala (torn. ii. p. ic6, 107.), Eva- 
grius (I. iii. c. 35.], Theophaiies (p. iiS-^i5io.}^ and the Chronicic 
of Marcellinus. 
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mmcetiredto their m^untains^ their fortieSm 
-were iucccffively befiegs4 ancj rvined; theif 
conimuBication yvith the fea wa3 intercepted i 
fhe braveft of. their lead^s died in arms ; thi^ 
. furviving chiefs, before their execution, were 
drs^ed m chains through the hippodrome ; a 
<x)iony of their youth was tranfplanted into 
Thrace, *ad the remnant of the people fub^ 
Knitted to the Roman eov^rnment. Yet fome 
generations etopfcdbm)re their minds were rer' 
duced to the levd of flavery. The populous 
irilla^ of Mount Taurus wcxe filled with 
horfemen «nd archers ; they refitted the impo* 
iition of tributes, but they recruited the dXf 
mies of Juftinian ; and Jbb civil magiftrates, 
the prcMXfniui of Cappadocia, the count of 
Ifauria, . and (the praetors of Lycaonia and Piii- 
dia, wcare inyefted with nailitary power t» re- _ 
firain the licentious practice, of rapes ancia^** 
finations (124). 

If we extend our view . from the tilopicAQ Fortificati- 
the. mouth of the Tanais, we may obferve on^p*|[^^** 
one hand, the precautions of Juftinian to curb fro« t^« 
the lavages of ^Ethiopia (125), and dh theKrfrn 
other, the long walls which, he conftrufited i|i frontier, 
Crimaea for the protedion of his £i?i(^dly 
Goths, a colony of three thou&nd Ihephercj^ 

• and 

(124) Fortes ea regio (fays JtUlinian) viroB habet^ nee in tiUo dif-* 
firft ab Ifauria, though Procopios (Pcriic. 1. i. c. 1 8.) marks aaelEbn* 
tialjdiffsrencebctvfjcen their miliury chara^er; yet in former times 
the Lycaenians ano Piiidians had defended their liberty againft the 
great king (Xenophon. Anabafis, 1. iii. c. a.). Juftinian introducea 
foOM falfe and ridiculous erudition of the ancient empire of the Pifi- 
diant, and of Lycaon, who, after vifitini^'Rome (long before 
^ncas), gave a name and people to Lyeaonia (Novell, %4» ^5*^7- 
SO.). 

(X9t) See Procopius, Perfic. 1. i. c. I9« The altar of national 
eoncord, of annual facrifice and oaths, which Diocletian had ereded 
in the ifle of Elephantine, was demoliflicd by Juftinian with lefs poli- 
cy than seal. 
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and warrioni ( i 26). From thjit ptoihfuh td 
Trebizond, the eaftertt curve df the Etixine was 
fccured by forts, by allialnce, or by religion r 
and the poiTeilioil of Lazka^ the Oolcho^ of 
ancient, theMingfeliaof modern, geography^ 
foon became the objeft of an important war. 
Trebizond, in aftef-tim^s thef feat of a ro* 
mantic empire, was indebted to the libera- 
lity of Juftinian for a church, anaquedu^a, and 
a caftle, whofc ditches are heu^ iii the folid 
rock. , From that maritime city, a frontier^ 
line of five hundred miles May be drawn td 
the fortrefs of Cifcefium, th&laft Roman fta^ 
tiononthe Euphrates (127). Above Trebi- 
zond immediately, and five days joui?ney to 
the fouth, the <:ountry rifes into dark forefts 
and craggy mountains, as favage though not 
fo lofty as the Alps and the Pyrenees. In this ri- 
gorous climate (128), where the fiiows feldom 
melt, the fruits are tardy and tafbelefs, even 
honey is poifonous j the moft indtiftrious til- 
• ■■ " _ ; ' •■•"''—■■- ; • • ^ lage 

. (?*6) ProcDirius dc EdiflcUl/h ui*. c» .7* 'Hlft; I. viii. c. <j, 4. 
'Thefc uniiinbitious Goths had rcfuTed to follow the ftandard of Thc- 

odoric. As latt as the xvtli and xvith century, the name and natidri 

^ISbtjtAdircoTfred betweeiiCaffaand the freights x>f A zoph (d*Anf 
viile Mcmoires de TAcademie, torn, xxx. p. 240.). They well de- 
lved the curiofity of Biiftye(]uhis (p. 321*— 3^6;) •; Ijtit-feem to have 
tanifhed in the more recent accounts of the Miflions dn Levant (torn. 
I.). Tott, Peyffoncl, &c. 

(117) For the geography and architedare of this Armenian bor- 
der, fed the Perfian Wars and Edifices (1. ih c. 4 — 7. L iii. c. »— 7.) 
of Procopius. 

( 1 48) The country is defcribed by Toumcfort (Voyage au Levant 
torn. iii. lettre xvii. xviii.]. That fkilful botanift loon difcovered the 
plant that infetfts the honey (Hiin. xxi. 44, 45.) : he obferves, that 
the foldiers of LucuHtts might indeed be aftoniihefd at the cold, fince, 
even in the plain of Erzerum, fuow fometimes falls in June, and the 
harveil isfeldom fini(h«d before September. l*he hills of Armenia 
are below the fortieth degree of latitude ; but in the mountainous 
country which I inhabit, it is well known that an afcent of fome 
hours carries the traveller from the climate of Languedoc to that of 
Norway : and a general thepry has been introduced, that, under the^ 
line, an elevation of 2400 toifis is equivalent to the cold of the pol^ 
circle (Remond, Obiervations fur les Voyages de Coxe dans laSuifle 
torn. ii.p. 104 }. 
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hge wotddbe confined to foxne plea£uit yallie!?; 
and the paftoral tribes obtained a fcanty fufie- 
nance from the fleih and milk of their cattle* 
The Chahbians (129) derived their name and 
temper from the iron quality of the foil ; and, 
fince the days of Cyrus, they might produce, 
under the various appellations of Cnaldaean^ 
and Zanians, an uninterrupted prelcription dF 
war and rapine. Under the reign of Juftinian^ 
they acldiowledged the God and the emperor 
of the Romans, and feven fortrefles werebuilc 
in the moft acceilible pafles, to exclude the 
ambition of the Perfian monarch (130). Th^ 
principal fource of the Euphrates defcends 
from the Chalybian mountams, and feems to 
flow towards the weft and the Euxine ; bend- 
ing to the fbuth-wefi, the river pafles under 
the waSs of Satala and Melitene (which were 
reftored by Jufiinian as the bulwarks of the 
tefler Armenia), and gradually approaches the 
Mediterranean iea ; tul at length, repelled by- 
Mount Taurus (131,) the Eupluates inclines 
his kmg and flexible coiirfe to the fouth-eaft' 
and the golf of Perfia. Among the Roman 
cities beyond^ the Euphrates, we difUn^iflx 
two recent foundations, whidi were named 
from Theodofius, and the relics of the 
martyrs ; and two capital^ Amida and £def-^ 

H 

(129) The identity or proximity of the Chal7l>iaii8, or Chald;eiuii|^ 
may be inveftigated in Strabo (1. xii. p. 815, 8^6.), CeUariti9(Geox 
graph. Antiq. torn. ii. p. i^x — 104,), and'Trcrct (Mem. dc TAeade-' 
mie, torn. it. p. 594.)* Xcnophon fuppofeg, in his romance (Cyro* 
pxd. 1. iii.), the fame Barbarians againft whom he had fought in his 
retreat (Anabafis, h iv«). 

(130) Procopius, Perfic. L 1. c 15. De Edific. 1. lii. c. 6. 

(131) Nt Taurus obftet in noftra maria venturus (Pomponius 
Mela, iii. 8). Pliny, a poet as well as a naturallft (v. se.), prrfo*' 
iiifies the river and mountain, and defcribes their coihbar. See the 
cottrfe of the Tigris and Euphrates, in the excellent treatUe of d' Ao* 
vilJc. 
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6, which are celebrat^ Iji Xh?.]Wbo«y of ev^p^ 
age. Their %^ngthwa?propoit^^ 
tinian to the danger of tteif.4tH^tijQnr >At 
Mitch and palii^d|e might be f^fliiqcnt to feftf: 
the artlefs force, of the cavabry. qi Scytjiia ; bjuit 
inore elaborate .wor^s w;ere r^oq^jixed to fiiftaiB 
a regular fieg^ ;?gain{l the sirais afd tj)eafiui>:fg 
of the great Ki^g* Jtiis fldlful engyneers; hb- 
derftood the naethods o£ .condv/i5|4^g df^ 
inin^s^ and of xaifing.pjjii^prms to t\}^ 4ey^ ctf 
th^ rampart: he fliook tjie ft^Qiigiyft bfit|ifb 
tnents with |iis mHit^ry cpgio^s,, ^ii^fl £;xqie? 
tirnes advanced ^.to . liie fiiJ^lt ly^ 4 Jin^Q^ 
anoveaHe turrets Qn JtUf bac]^ jOif ^^elgph^^lig* 
|n the. great cities of rthe paft,. jt;]^!? ;. djfyd/fi^f^ 
tage of ipacc, jierjiwa^ 9f ppfitjofl,.^ ;5y^ c<3Wr 
pen&i^a by iKe^eiJf, of th^. BSW^^-'Ffep ffr 
?ou4ed the jgardipn: 'jiij. t|ie '4?j%iR? (^ l^f^jp 
country andr^WJ^i ?^^ t|)f Jfb^pfi? pro* 
inifeofthe Soa-pfQ^ f^Mejfe iho^M 
flayer be tafcen^, fillp^ tfee citizeq^ iffj^ yaM^fll; 
CDnfidepCi?^' ;ip3['rc|jfile4 th^' bS%g?rs. : ^^i;^ 
^ubt and,d^lp^)r^./^^ Tiff S^\>of^fX2fi^ 
t6.wu§ b£ ^fli^^i^ an4. ft^ff^^Jftaiia 'wer:^ 
#g?ntly ' |jxe9g}^^^n^/ '1P4..^^€. PQ% 
Yi&h ^pe^r^d f:^' hayq anyrrfioiRwand «f 
grpiiiv^or water, w^jepccxmjg^ ^ynppierwB 
tor^'fiibft^tiafly ;bpilt ^r^i^iie^ or i^jj^g 
fiaftily erefted witn the obvious materials of 
^arth and brick. The eye of Juftinian invefti- 
gatcjd every fpot ':j aaid his cruel precautions 
might attraft the war in fdme lonely vale, 

whc& 

(t3a)Procopiu«(PcrCr. 1. ii. c. la.) tells the ftory with the tone 
haU fcepTical, ntlf fuperft itio u s, ' of H erodotus. The promiie was not 
in the primitive lye ofEufebius, but dates at lead from the year 400; 
and a thifd lye, the Veronica^ was foon raifed on the two former 
(Evajfriu8,i. iv. c. a;.). A* JEdeffa bat been taken, TiUemoot mufi 
dgfciaim the promife (Mem.Ecclef. tom.t. p. 362, 3S3, ^i;.)* 
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wliofe peaceful natives, connefted by trade 
and marriage, were ignorant of national dif- 
cord and the quarrels of princes- Weftward 
of the Euphrates, a fandy defert extends 
above fix hundred miles to the Red Sea. Na- 
ture had interpofed a vacant folitude between 
the ambition of two rival empires : the Ara- 
\bians, till Mahomet arofe, were formidable 
©nly as robbers ; and in the proud fecurity of 
peace, the fortifications of Syria were negleft- 
ed on the mofl: vulnerable fide. 

But the national enmity, at leaft the efFefts Death of 
of that enmity, had been fufpended by a truce, ^fnTof 
which continued above fourfcore years. AiiPctla, 
ambaffador from the emperor Zeno, accompa- ^* ^* ^'^ 
hied the rafli and unfortunate Perozes, in his 
expedition againft the Nepthalites or white 
Huns, whole conquefts had been ftretched 
from the Cafpian to the heart of India, whofe 
throne was enriched with emeralds (i 33), and 
whofe cavalry was fiipported by a Ime of two 
thoufand elephants (134). The Perfians were 
twice circumvented, in a fituation which 
made valour ufelefs and flight impoflible ; 
and the double viftory of the Huns was at- 
chieved by military ftratagem. They difmif- 

Vol. VII. K fed 

(133) They were puTchafed from the merchants of AduHs, who 
traded to India (Cofmas, Topograph. Chrlft. I. zi. p. 339.); yet, 
in the eftimate of precious (loucs, the Scythian emerald was the firft« 
the Badrian the fecond, the Ethiopian only the third (Hill's Theo- 
phraflus, p. 61, 8c 91.). The produdion, mines, lee. of emeralds* 
are involved in darknefs ; and it is doabtful whether we pofTefs any 
of the twelve forts known to the ancients (Goguet, Originedes 
Loix, &c. part ii. 1. ii. c. z. art. 3.). In this war the Huns got, or 
at leaft Perozes loll, the fineft pearl in the world, of which Procopi- 
us relates a ridicu'ous fable. 

(134; The Indo-Scythie continued to reign from the time of Au- 
gullus ( ::?ionyf. Pcricget. 1 088. with the Commentary of Euftathius, 
in f^udfon, Geograph. Minor, torn, iv.) to that of the elder Juftin 
(Cofmas, Topograph. ( hrift, I. xi. p.338, 339-)« On their origin 
and conquefts, feed'Aiivilk (ruri*!Mde, p. iB.45, &c. 60, 85,890 
In the fecond ceatury they were mafteriof Larice or Ou2crar. 
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fed their royal captive after he had fubmitled 
to adore the majefty of a Barbarian ; ami the 
humiliation was poorly evaded by the cafuif- 
tical fubtility of the Magi, who intruded Pc- 
rozestodireA his intention to the riiing fun* 
The indignant fuccelfor of Cyrus forgot his, 
danger and hi& latitude; he renewed the at- 
tack with heamlrong fury, and lofl both his 
army and his life (135). The death g£ Pero«es 
abandoned Perfia to her foreign and domeitic 
enemies ; and twelve years ofconfufion elapf^ 
ed before his fdn Cabades or Kobad could em- 

TkePerfian brace any defiens of ambition or revenee. The 
A. D. unkind parfinsony dF Anaflaiius was the mo- 

5o»— $05. tiveor pretence of a Roman W2ff(i36); the 
Huns and Arabs marched under the Perfiatk 
fiandard, and the fortifications of Annenis 
and Mefopotamia were, at that time, in a rui- 
nous or imperfed: condition. The emperor 
returned his thanks to the governor and peo- 
ple of Marty rc^x)lis, .for the prompt furrendo: 
of a city which could not be fucc^fefuliy de- 
fended, and the conflagration of Theodc^o- 
polis might juftify the conduft of their pru- 
. dent neighbours. Amida fuflained a loqg and 
defbrudive fiege : at the end of three months^ 
the lofs of fifty thoufand of the foldiers of 
Cabades was not balanced by any profpeft of 
fuccefs, and it was in vaiii that the Magi de- 
duced 

(135) See the fate of PhJrouz or Perezes, and its confeqnences, in 
Procopim (Perfic. I. i. c. ^•'^.)y who may be compared with the 
fragments of oriental hiftory (d'Herbelot, Bibliot. Orient, p. 35 1, 
sfnd Texeira, Hiftory of Perfia, tranflated or abridged by Srevens, 1, 
i.e. 3a. p. 130^— 13^.)- The cha-onoiogy is ably sJcertained by Af- 
feman (Bibliot. Orient, torn. iii. p. 396—417.). 

( 1 36) l*he Per flan war, under the reigns of Anaftafius and Juftin, 
may be colleifted from Procopius fPeHic. 1. i. c. 7, 8, o.), Thco- 
phancs (in Chronograph, p. 1^4 — iZ7.). Evagrius (I. lii. c. 37.). 
Marcellinus (in Chron.p. 47^), and Jofue StyKtes (apud Afffcttian, 
loin. i. p. 27a— a8l.}. 
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duced a flattering prediction from the inde- 
cency of the women on the ramparts, who had 
reveled their moft fecret charms to the 
eyes of thi aflailants. At length, in a fflent 
night, they afcended the moft acceffible tower, 
which was guarded only by fomc monkSj op- 
preffed, after the duties of a feftival, with 
fleet) and wine. Scaling-ladders were applied . 
at the dawn of day ; the prefence of Cabades, 
his ftern command, and his drawn fword, 
compelled the Perfians to vanquilh ; and be- 
fore it was fheathed, fourfcore thoufand of the 
inhalMtants had expiated the blood of their 
corapmions. After the fiege of Amida, the 
war continued three years, and the unhappy 
frontusr tafted the fiiH meafure of its calamities. 
The gold of Anaftafius was offered too late, 
the number of his troqps was defeated by the 
number of their generals j the country was 
ftripped of its inhabitants, and both the living 
and the dead were abandoned to the wild 
beafts of the defert. The refiftance of Edeffa, 
and the deficiency of fpoil, inclined the mind 
of Cabades to peace : he fold his conquefts for 
an exorbitant price ; and the fame line, 
though marked with flaughter and devaftati- 
on, ftili feparated the two empires. To avert 
the repetition of the fame evils, Anaftafius re- 
folved to foynd a new colony, fo ftrong, that 
it (hould defy the power of the Perfian, fofar 
advanced towards Aflyria, that its ftationary 
troops might defend the province by the me- 
nace or* operation of offenfive war. For this^^^^.^ ., 
purpofe, the town of Dara (137), fourteen onsofDara. 
K 2 miles 

(137) 'The ^efcrtptUii of Dara is ampl^ and correAly given by 
Pfocopius (Pcrfic. 1, i. c. lo. 1. ii. c. 1 3. Dc Edific. I. ii. c. i . a, 3. 1, 
iii. c. 5.). See the fituatioa iu d'Anviilc (rEuphrateset leTigre, p. 
^h 54> 55 Of thoazh he feenu to double the lotervai between Dar 
and Nifibis. ^ 
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miles from Nifibis, and four days journey from 
the Tigris, was peopled and adorned ; the hat 
ty works of Anaftauus were improved by the 
perfeverance of Juftinian ; and without infift- 
ing on places lefs important, the fortifications, 
of Dara may represent the military architec- 
ture of the age. The cify was furrounded 
with two walls, and the interval • between 
them, of fifty paces, afforded a retreat to the 
cattle of the befieged. The inner wall was a 
monument of ftrength and beauty : it meafur- 
ed fixty feet from the ground, and the height 
of the towers was. one hundred feet -, the loop- 
holes, from whence an enemy might be an- 
noyed with miflile weapons, were fmall, but 
numerous ; the foldiers were planted along the 
rampart, under the flielter of double galleries, 
and a third platform, fpacious and fecure, was 
raifed on the fummit of the towers. The ex- 
terior wall appears to have been lefs lofty, but 
more folid ; and each tower was protefted by 
a quadrangular bulwark. A hard rocky foil 
reiifted the tools of the miners,, and on the 
fouth-eaft, where the ground was more trac- 
table, their approach was retarded by a Aew 
work, which advanced in the fhape of an half- 
moon. The double and treble ditches were 
filled with a ftream of water : and in the ma- 
nagement of the river, the moft fkilful la- 
bour was employed to fupply the inhabitants, 
to diftrefs the befiegers, and to prevent the 
mifchiefs of a natural or artificial inundation. 
Dara continued more than fixty years to^ fulfil 
the wiflies of its founders, and to provoke the 
jealoufy of the Perfians, who inceflantly com- 
plained, that this impregnable fortrefs had 
been conftrufted in manifeft violation of the 
treaty of peace between the two empires. 

Between 
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* Between the Euirine and the Cafpian, the thc Caf- 
<x)iintries of Golchos, Iberia, and Albania, are p^*^ ^^ 
interfered in every diredion by the branches ga^tc^** 
of Mount Caucafus ; and the two principal 
gates^' or pafles, from north to fouth, have 
been frequently confounded in the geography 
both of the ancients afnd moderns. The name 
oi Cafpian or Alhanian ^gzics^ is properly ap- 
]died to Derbend (138), which occupies a ftiort 
declivity between, the mountains and the fea : 
the city, if we give credit to local tradition, 
had been found«i by the Greeks : and this 
dangerous entrance was fortified by the kings 
of Fferfia, with a mole, double walls, and - 
doors of iron. The Iberian gates (139) are 
formed by a narrow paflage of fix miles in 
Mount Caucafus, which opens from the 
nortfaarn fide of Iberia or Georgia, into the 
jdain that reaches to the Tanais and the Volga. 
A fortrefsj defigned by Alexander perhaps, 
or one of his Aicceflbrs, to command that 
important pafs, had ' ddcended by right of 
conquefl or inheritance to a prince of the 
ihinsi who offered it for a moderate price 
to the emperor : but while Anaflafius paufed, 
while he timoroufly computed the cofl and 
the diftance, a more vigilant rival interpofed, 
and Gabades forcibly occupied the flreights of 
Caucafus. The Albanian and Iberian gates 

excluded 

(13S) For (he city and pafs of t>erbend, fee d'Horbclot (Bibliot. 
OricQt. p. I J 7. 191. B07.), Pctis dc la Croix (Hift. de Gengifcan, 
i. iv. c. 9/, Hiftoire Genealogique dcs Tartars (torn. i. p. i'ZO.)t 
Olearius X Voyage en Pcrfe, p. 1039— io4i.)t and Cc/nciUc Ic 
Bniyn Voyages, torn. i. p. 146, 147.) : his view may be compared 
with the plan of Olearius, mbo judges the wall to be of (hells and 
gravel hardened by time. 

(139) Procopius, though with fome confufion, always dcnoroi- 
nates them Cafpian (Pcrfic. 1. i. c. 10.). The pafs is now ftyled 
Tatar-topa, the Tartar-gates (d'AnviJle, Geographic Ancicnnc, 
torn. u. py Ii9> 120.)' 
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excluded the hor&men of Scythia frcon Jthc 
iborteft aod moft ^adicabk roads, and the 
whole front of the nK>UAtaiiis Was covered 
by the rampart of Gog and Magog, the long 
wsJl which has excited the curiofity of an 
Arabian caliph (140) and a Ruffian conqueror 
(141). According to a recent defcHptiony 
huge ftones feven feet thick, twenty-one feet 
in length or height, are artifidaUy: joioiid 
without iron or cement, to compofe a tl^^ 
which runs above three hundred mites from 
the fhore^ of D^behd, OVer the hills, knd 
through the vallies of I>%gheftan and Ge^gia« 
Without a vifion, fuch a.work might be un* 
dertaken by the policy of Cabades ; without 
a miracle, it might be accomplifhed by his 
fon, fo formidaUe to the Romaiis under the 
ndme of Ghofroes ; fo dear to the ChvmtBk^ 
under the appellation of Nuflurwan* The 
Periian monarch held ih his hand the keys 
both of peace and war ^ but he fti^ated m 
every treaty, that Jufiinian ihduld contnbiit» 
to the expeftce of a common barrier, wMch 
equally protefted thd t^d empires from the 
inroads of the Scythiaro (142). 

VII. Juitinian fupprefled the fchools! of 
Athens and the confulfliip of Rome, !#hidi 
had given fo many (ages and herofcs to iriaai- 

. kind* 

( 140) The imaginary rampart of Gog and Magog, which wasfc- 
rioufly explored ^d believed hj a caliph of the ixth century spears 
to be derived from the gatca of Mount Caucaftis and a vague report 
of the wail *f ChinU (Geograph. Nubienfis, p. 267-^270. Me- 
Ifioires <le TAcad^mie, tohi. iixirp. ft ic-— 219.). 

(141) See a karoed diffettation of Baier, Je muro Caucifeo, in 
Comment Acad. Petropol. ann. 1726. torn. i.p. 425— 4^5. ; but it 
t» dcftittitc of a ttiap or plan. Whett the «2ar Peter I. became maf- 
ter of Dcrbend in the year 1722, the meafure of the wall was found 
robe 3285 Ruff an or^ygj^ty or fathom', each of feveti feet Eoglilhi 
ito the whole, fomewhat more than f6ur miles in length.' 

it 41) See the fortifications and treaties of Chofrocsor Kulhirwan, 
ill Pr9co|>ius (Pcrfic. 1. i. c, r6. 22. J, ii.) and d'Herbclot (p. 6St.;. 
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kind* Both thefe inftitutions had long fince 
degenerated from their prunitive glory ; yet 
&me reproach may be Juftly inffidoi on the 
avarice and jealoufy of a prince, by whofe 
hand fiich venerable ruins wene deftroyed. 

Athens, after her Perfian triumphs, adopt* The fdiooiB 
cd the philofophy of Ionia and the rhetoric ^^^*^~- 
of Sicily ; and thefe fiudies became the pa* 
trimooy of a city, whofe inhabitants, about 
thirty thonfand males, condenfed, within the 
period <^ a fingle life, the genius of ages and 
nuUions. Our fenfe of the dignity of hu- * 
man nature, is exalted by the iimple recollec- 
tion, that Ifocrates (143) was the companion 
of i%ito and Xenophon ; that he affifted, 
perhaps with the hiftoriw Thucydides, at the 
firft reprefentations of the Oedipus of Sopho- 
cles atKi the Iphigenia of Euripides ; and that 
his pujAs JEfchines and Demofthenes con- 
tended for the crown of patriotifin in the 
prefence of Ariftotk, the mailer of Theo- 
phraftus, who taught at Athens with the 
founders of the Stoic and Epicurean feAs 
(144). Hie ingenuous youth of Attica en- 
joyed the benefits of their domeflic education, 
which was commuiUcated without envy to 
the rival cities. Two thou&nd difciples heard 
the kflbns of Theophraftus (145) ; the fchools 
of rhetoric muft have been ftill more popu- 
lous 

IHZ) '^tic lift ttf IfocntQscyt^dffrom Olyinp. Isocrn. x.to ex. 3. 
(aoteChrlll. 436—338,). Sec Diopyf. Halicarn. torn. ii. p. 149 — 
150. cdit^ HiMtfoii. Plutarch (five anonymtis), in Vit. X. Orajorum, 
p. I s|6^I54t><^H« H. Steph. Phot. c»d. ccUt, p. 1453* . 

(144) The fchooU of Athens are copiouily though concifcly re- 
prefent^d in the Fortiiaa Attica of Menrfins (c. viii. b. 5Q— 73. in 
torn. i« Opp.^ for the ftate and arts of the city, fee the nrft book 
of Panlanias, and a fmaH trad of Dicaearchus (in the fccond volume 
of Hndfon*8 JCJeogrJiphers), who wrote about Olymp. cxvii. (Dod- 
weU's Diflcrtat. fed. 4.). 

(145) Diogen. Laert. 4t Vit. Philofoph. I. v^fcgm. 37, p. a89. 
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lous than thofe of philofophy ; and a rapid 
lucceffion of ftudents difiufed the fame of 
their teachers, as far as the utmoft limits of 
the Grecian language and name. Thofe li- 
mits were enlarged by the viftories of 
Alexander ; the arts of Athens- furvived her 
freedom and dominion ; and the Greek colo- 
nies which the Macedonians planted in Egypt, 
and fcattered over Afia, undertook long and 
frequent pilgrimages to worfliip the Mides in 
their fevourite temple on the banks of 
the niffus. The Latin conquerors ref- 
peftfuUy liftened to the inftruftions ojF their 
fubjefts and captives ; the names of Cicero 
and Horace were enroUed in the: fchaols of 
Athens ; and after the perfeft fettlement of 
the Roman empire, the natives of Italy, of 
Africa, and of Britain, converfed in the 
groves of the academy with their fiellow- 
Suderits of the E-aft. The ftudies of philofo^ 
phy and eloquence are congenial to a popular 
ftate, which encourages the freedcnn of enqui- 
ry, and fubmits only to the force of perfuafion* 
In the republics of Greece and Rome, th^ art of 
fjpeaking was the powerful engine of patrio- 
tifm or ambition ; and the fchools of rhetoric 
pourfed forth a colony of flatefmen and legit 
lators. When the liberty of public debate 
was fupprefled^ the orator, in the honourable 
profeflion of an advocate, might plead the 
caufe of innocence and jufHce ; he might 
abufe his talents in the more profitable trade . 
of panegyric ; and the fame precepts conti- 
nued to diftate the fanciful declamations of 
the fophift, atid the chafler beauties of hiflo- 
rical compofition. The fyftems which profef- 
feji to unfpld the. nature of God, of man, 

and 
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and of the univerfe, entertained the curiofity 
of the philofophic ftudent ; and according to 
the temper of his mind, he might doubt with 
the fceptics, or decide with the ftoics, fu- 
blimely fpeculate with Plato, or feverely ar- 
gue with Ariftotle. The pride of the adverfe 
fefts had fixed an unattainable term of moral 
happineis and perfeftion : but the race was 
glorious and ialutary ; the difciples of Zeno, 
and even thofe of Epicurus, were taught 
both to ad and to fuffer ; and the death of 
Petronius was not lefs effedual than that of 
Seneca, to humble a tyrant by the difcovery 
of his impotence. The light of fcience could 
not indeed be confined within the walls of 
Athens. Her incomparable writers addrefs 
themfelves to the human race ; the living 
mafiers emigrated to Italy and Aiia ; Berytus, 
in later times, was devoted to the ftudy of 
the latv ; aftronomy and phyfic were cultivat- 
ed in the mufacum of Alexandria; but the 
Attic fchools of rhetoric and philofophy 
maintained their iuperior reputation from 
the Peloponnefian war to the reign of Jufti- 
nian. Athens, though fituate in a barren 
foil, poffeffed a pure air, a free navigation, 
and the monuments of ancient art. That 
iacred retirement was feldom difturbed by 
the bufinefs of trade or government ; and 
the laft of the Athenians were diftinguifhed by 
their lively wit, the purity of their tafte and 
language, their focial manners, and fome 
traces, at leaft in difcourfe, of the magnani- 
mity of their fathers. In the fuburbs of the 
city, the academy of the Platonifts, the lycawn 
of the Peripatetics, the portico of the Stoics, 
and the garden of the Epicureans were plant- 
ed wdth trees and decorated with ftatues j 

and 
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and the philofophcrs, inftcad of being im-^ 
mured in a doyftcr, delivered their inftruc- 
tions in fpacious and pleaiant walks, which, at 
different hours, were confccratcd to the cxcr- 
cifes of the mind and body. The genius 
of the founders ftill lived in thofe venerable 
, ' feats ; the ambition of fuccceding to the maf- 
ters of human reafon, excited a generous emu- 
lation ; and the merit of the candidates w^ 
determined, on each vacancy, by the free voi- 
ces of an enlightened people. The Athenian 
profeffors were paid by their difcijdcs : accord- 
ing to their mutual wants and abilities, the 
price appears to have varied from a mina to a 
talent ; and Ifocratcs himielf, who derides the 
avarice of the fophifts, required in his fchool 
of rhetoric, about thirty pounds from each of 
his hundred pupils. The ws^es of induftry 
are juft and honourable, yet the fame Ifocratcs 
ihed tears at the firft receipt of a ftipend ; the 
Stoic might blufli when he was hired to preach 
the contempt of money; and I fhould be 
forry to difcovcr, that Ariftode, or Plato lb 
far degenerated from the example of Socrates, 
as to exchange knowledge for gold. But 
fome property of lands and houfes was fettled 
by the permiffion of the laws, and the lega- 
cies of deceafed friends, on the philofopnic 
chairs of Athens. Epicurus bequeathed to his 
difciples the gardens which he had purchafed 
for eighty minas or two hundred and fifty 
pounds, with a fund fufficient for their frug^ 
fubfiflence and monthly feftivals( 146); and 

the 

(146) See the teftiment of Epicurus in Dio^. Laert. 1. x. fefm. 
1 6 — }o.p. 6ii , 612. A (ingle epiflle (ad Familiares xiii. i.) difplays 
the injudice of the Areopagus, the fidelity of the Epicureans, the 
dextrous politenefs of Cicero» and the mixture of contempt ant efteem 
with which the Roman fenators confidcred the philofophy sudpl.ilo* 
fophers of Greece. 
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the patrimony of Plato afibf ded an annual rent, 
wfaich^ in eight centuries, was gradually en« 
creaied from three hundred to one thoufimd 
pieces of gold (147)* The fchools of Athens 
were protc&ed by the wifeft and moft virtuous 
of the Roman princes. The library which Ha- 
drian founded was placed in a portico adorn* 
edwith pidures, ilatues, and a roof of ala- 
bafier, and fupported by one hundred columns 
tS Phrygian marUe. The public falaries were 
affigned by the generous fpirit of the Anto- 
mnes; and each profeffor, ofpolitics, ofrhe- 
torric, of the Platonic, the Peripatetic, the 
Stoic, and the Epicurean philofophy, receiv- 
ed an annual ftipend of ten thouiand drachmae, 
or more than three hundred pounds fterling 
(i48)« After the death of Marcus, thefe li« 
beral donations, and the privileges attached 
to the tbrmes of fdence, were abolished and 
revived, diminiihed and enlarged : but foma 
veftiee of royal bounty may be found under 
the wcceflbrs of Confiantine; and their arbi- 
trary choice of an unworthy candidate might 
tempt the philofophers of Athens to regret 
the days of independence and poverty (149)* 
It is remarkable, that the imp^tial favour of 
the Antonines was beflowed on the four ad* 
verfe feds of philofophy, which they confider-* 
ed as equally ufeful or at leafl as equally inno* 
cent* Socrates had formerly been the glory 

and 

{147) Damafcius, In Vlt. Ilidor. apud Photlum, cod. ccdii. p. 

{14S) See I^ucian (inEuoech. torn. u. p, 350— 3^9* cdk ReitsA 
Philoftratus (m Vit. Sophift. L ii. c. %.)» a«d Dion Camvs, or Xi* 
philin. (1. Ixx. p. l\^S')y ^^^^ their editort Du Soul, Olcarius, and 
Reimar, and above aU, Salmaiios (ad Hift. Augufl. p. 72.). A judi*- 
ciouB philofopher (Smith's Wealth of Nations, vol. ii. p. 340—374.) 
prefers the free contributions «f the (ludents to a fixed ftipend for the 
profeffor* 

(149) Brncker, Hift. Crit. Philofoph. torn. ii. p. 310, &c. 
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and the reproach of his country ; and the firft 
leflbns of Epicurus fo ftrangdy fcandalizedthc 
pious ears of the Athenians, that by his exile^ 
and that of his antagonifts, they filenced all 
vain difputes concerning the nature qf the 
gods. But in the enfuing year they recalled 
the hafty decree, reftored the liberty of the 
fchools, and were convinced by the experi^ 
ence of ages, that the moral charafter of phi- 
lofophers is not afFefted .by the diverfity of 
their theological fpeculations (150). 
They are The Gothic arms were lefs fatal to the fchodls 
bTjuftini- ^^ Athens than the eftablilhment of a newlre- 
an. ligion, whofe minifters fuperfeded the exer- 

cife of reafon, refolvcd every queftion by: an 
article of faith, and condemned the infidel or 
fceptic to eternal flames. In many a volumeof la- 
borious controverfy, they v expofed the weak* 
nefs of the underftanding and the corruption of 
the heart, rinfulted human nature in the fages 
cf antiquity, and profcribed the fpirit of jmi^ 
lofophical enquiry, fo repugnant to thedcjp 
trine, or at leaft to the temper, of an humble 
believer. The fur^riving feci of the Platoniflks; 
whom Plato would have bluihed to .acknow4 
ledge, extravagantly mingled a fublime the04 
ry with the practice of fuperlUtion and magic ; 
and as they remained alone in the midft of a 
Chriftian world, they indulged a fecret r2jn» 
cour againft the government of the church 

and 

(150) The birth of Epicunw is fixed to the year 342 heferc ChHft 
(Bayie), Olympiad cix. 3. ; and he opened his fchool at Athcn^, 
Olymp. cxviii. 3. 306 years before the sen. Thir imoJerant Uw 
(Athenapus, 1. xiii. p. 610. Diogen. Laertius, 1. r. f. 38. p.* 1 90, 
Julius Pollux, ix. 5.). was enaded in the fame, or the fucceedingycar 
(Sigonius. Opp. torn. v. p. 62. Menagitis', ad Diogen. Lacrt. p. 
2c 4. Corfini Fafti Attici, torn. iv. p. 67, 68.). Theophraftus, chief 
of the Peripatetics, and difciple of Ariftotle, was involved in the 
fame exile. 
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and ftate^ whofe feverity was ftill fufpended 
over their heads. About a century after the 
reign of JuKan (151), Proclus (152) was per-Pwcius. 
mitted to teach in the philofophic chair of the 
academy, and fiich was his induftry, that he 
frequently, in the feme day, pronounced five 
leflbns, and compofed feven hundred lines* 
His fagacious mind explored the deepeft quef- 
tions of morals and metaphyfics, and he ven- 
tured to urge eighteen arguments againft the 
Chiiftian doftrine of the creation of the world* 
But in the intervals of ftudy, he perfonally con^ 
verfed with Pan, ^fculapius, and Minerva, 
in whofe myfteries he was fecretly initiated, 
and whofe proftrate ftatues he adored ; in the 
devout perfuafion that the philofopher, who 
is a citizen of the univerfe, fliouldbcthe prieft 
of its various deities. An eclipfe of the fun 
announced his approaching end ; and his life, 
with that of his Icholar ludore (153), compi- 
led by two of their moft learned cfifciples, ex- 
hibits a deplorable pifture of the fecond child*- 
hood of human reafon. Yet the golden chain, 
as it was fondly ftyled, of the Platonic fuccef- 
fioii, continued forty-four years from the 
death of Proclus to the edic^ of Juftiniait ( 1 54), f^;*J''"^" 

which A. D. 

485—5x9. 

(151) This i«AO findful sera: the Pagans reckoned their calami- 
iies from the reign of their hero. Proclus, whofe nativity is marked 
by his horofcope (A. D. 412, February 8, at C. P.). died 114 years 
«v« itfXutytf BaciXtMTy A. D.,485 (Marin, in Vita Procli, c. 36.). 

(152) The life of Froclus, by Marinus, was publiihed by Fabri. 
rius (Hamburg, 1700, ct ad calcem BibliT. Latin. Lond. 1703. Sec 
Suidas (torn. iii. p^ 185, 186.), Fabricius (Biblxot. Grxc. 1. v. c. a6. 
p, 449— 532.)) *ud Brucker Hift. Crit. Philofoph. toni. ii. p. 319— 
326.). 

( 1 53) The life of Ifiadore was compofed by Damafcius (apud Pho- 
tium, cod. ccxlii. p. lOiS — 1076.), See the laft age of the Pagan 
philofophers in Brucker (tom. ii. p. 34' — 35'.)' 

(i 54) The fuppreffion of the fchools of Athens is recorded by Johi) 
Malala (tom. ii. p. 187. for Decio Cof. So!.), and an anonymous 
Chronicle in the Vatican library (apud Aleman, p, ic6,). 
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which impofed a perpetual fileoce on the 
fchool of Athens^ and excited the grief and 
indignation of the remaining votaries of Gre- 
cian fcience and fuperftition. Seven friends 
and philofophers, Diogenes and Hermias, £u^ 
lalius and Prifcian, Damafcius, Ifidore, and 
Simplicius, who diflented from the reUgioa 
^ of their fovereign, embraced the refolution of 
feeking in a foreign land the freedom which 
was denied in their n^ative country. They 
had heard, and they creduloufly believeds that 
the republic of Plato was realized in the des- 
potic government of Perfia, and that a patrio* 
tic king reigned over the hs^pidR: and moft 
virtuous of nations. They were foon aftom&i- 
ed by the natural difcovery, that P^rfia tekm-f 
bled the other countries of the globe; that 
Chofroes, who afie&ed the name of a philofiv* 
pher, was vain, cruel, and ambitious; that 
bigotry, and a fpirit of intolerance, prevailed 
among the Magi ; that the nobles were haugh- 
ty, the courtiers fcrvile, and the magiftrates 
unjuft ; that the guilty fpmetimes efcaped, and 
that the innocent were often opprefTed. The 
difappointment of the philpfophers provolfcd 
them to overlook the real virtues of the Per* 
fians ; and they were fcandalized, more deeply 
perhaps than became their profeffion, with the 
pluraHty of wives and concubines, the incef- 
tuous marriages, and thfe cuftom of expofing 
dead bodies to the dogs and vultures, infiead 
of hiding them in the earth, or confuming 
them with fire. Their repentance was expreffed 
by a precipitate return, and they loudly decla- 
red that they had rather die on the borders of 
the empire, than enjoy the wealth and favour of 
the Barbarian. From this journey, however, 

they 
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they derived a benefit which refle As the pureft 
luffa*e on the charader of Chofroes. Herequired, 
t|ut the feven iages who had vifited the court 
of Periia, fhoiUd be exempted from the penal 
laws which Jufiinian ena<^ed againft his 
Pagan fubjeds ; and this privilege, expre&ly 
Itipulated in a treaty of peace, was guarded 
bv the vigilance of a powerful mediator (155). 
Simplidus and his companions ended their 
lives in peace and obicurity ; and as they kft .p,^g^J^ ^^ 
no difciples, they temunate the lung lift ofthephiioib- 
Grecian phUofophers, who may be juftlyP^"- 
praifedy notwithftanding their defe^, as the 
wiieft and moft virtuous of their contempo- 
raries. The writii^ of Simplicius are now 
extant. His phyfical and metaphyfical com- 
mentaries on Ariftotle have pafled away with 
the fafhion of the times ; but his moral in- 
terpretaticm of Epiiftetus, is preferved in the 
library of nations, as a claific book, moft ex« 
cellently adapted to dire<9: the will, to purify 
the heart, and to confirm the underftanding, 
by a juft confidence in the nature both of €k)d 
and man. 

About the fame time that Pythagoras firft 
invented the appellation of philotopher, li- 
berty and the confuUhip were founckd at The Ro- 
Rome by the elder Brutus. The revolutions "jJ5^j^**^. 
g£ the ccmfular office, which may be viewed dngilfiM 
in the fucceffive lights of a fubftance, a flia-^jJ^^'jgJ" 
dow and a name, have been occaiionally men- 541, ' 
tioned in the prefent hiftory. The firft magt- 

ftratcs 

(155) Agathias (1. ii. p. 69, 70, 71.) relates this curious ftory. 
Chofroes afceoded the throne in the year 531, and made his firft 
peace with the Romans in the beginning of 533, a date moll com- 
patible with ius young fame and the e/d age of lildore (AiTcrmany 
Bibliot. Orient, torn, iii, p. 404. Pagi, torn. ii. p. 543. 550.}. 
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ftrates of the republic had been chofen by tfic 
people, to exercife, in the fenate and in the 
camp, the powers of peace and and war, 
which were afterwards tranflated to the etti- 
perors. But the tradition of ancient dignity- 
was long revered by the Romans and Barba- 
rians. A Gothic hiftorian applauds the cort- 
fulfliip of Theodoric as the height of all tem- 
poral glory and greatnefs (156) ; the king of 
Italy himfelf congratulates thofe annual fa- 
vourites of fortune, who, without the cares, 
enjoyed the fplendour of the throne ; and at 
the end of a thoufand years, two confuls 
were created by the fovereigns of Rome and 
Conftantinople, for the fole purpofe of giving 
a date to the year, and a feftival to the people. 
But the expences of this feftival, in which the 
wealthy and the vain afpired to furpafs their 
predeceffors, infenfibly arofe to the enormous 
fum of fourfcore thoufand pounds ; the wifeft 
fenators declined an ufelefs honour, which 
involved the certain ruin of their families ; 
and to this reluftance I fliould impute the fre- 
quent chafms in the laft age of the confular 
Fq/li. The predeceffors of Juftinian had af- 
fifted from the public treafures the dignity of 
the lefs opulent candidates; the avarice of 
that prince preferred the cheaper and more 
convenient method of advice and regulation 
(157). Seven procejftons or fpeclades Vv^pre the 
number to which his edift confined the horfe 
Ind chariot races, the atliletic fports, the 
muiic, and pantomimes of the theatre, and 

the 

(156; Caflicdor. Varianim Epift. vi. i. Jornandes, c. 57. p. 696. 
edit. Groc. Quod fummuni kouum priuiuuiqut^ io niuiido decuft 
. I edicitur. 

(157) See the regulations of Juftinian (Novell, cv.), dated ac 
ConOantinople, July j, and addrciTedto Stratrgius, treafurcr of the 
ttnpirt. 
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the hunting of wild beaiis ; and finall pieces 
of filver were difcrcetly iubftitutcd to the 
gold medals, which had always excited tu- 
mult and drunkennefs, when they were fcat- 
tered with a profufe \v^d among ^he popu- 
lace. Notwithftanding thefe precautions, and 
iiis own e^^mple, the fucceflion of confuls 
finally ceafed in the thirteenth yeaf* of Jufti- 
nian, whofe defpotic temper might be grati- 
fied by the filept extinftion of a title which 
admonifhed tl^e Romans of their ancient 
freedom (158). Yet the annual confuHhip 
ftiU Uved in the minds of the people j they 
fondly expefted its fpeedy^ reftoration } they 
applauded the gracious condefcenfion of fuc- 
ceffive princes, by whom it was affumed in 
the firft year of their reign ; and three cen- 
turies elapfed, after the death of Juftinian, 
before that obfolete dignity, which had been 
fuppreffed by cuftom, could be aboliihed by 
law (159). The imperfeft mode of diftin- 
guiflung each year by the name of a magi- 
ftrate, was ufenilly fupplied by the date of a 
permanent aera: the creation of the world, 
according to the feptuagint verfion, was 
adopted by the Greeks (160), and the Latins, 
Vol. VII. L fince 

(1^8) Procopias, in Anecdot. c. 25. Aleman, p. io6. In the 
xviiith ye^tr after the conrulihip of Bafilius, according to the rec- 
koning of Marceilinus, Vidor, Marius, &c. the fecret hiftory was 
compofed, and, in the eyes of Procopius, the conful&ip was finally 
aboliflied. 

(i59)fiyLeo, the philofopher (Novell, xciv. A.D. 886—911.). 
See Pagi (Diifertat. Hypatica, p. 325— 36a.) and Ducange (Gloff." 
Grsc. p. 1635, 1636.). Even the title was vilified : coufulatits co« 
dicilli • . . . vilefcunt, fays the emperor hipifelf. 

(i 60) According to Juiins Africanits, &c. the world was created 
the firfl of September, 5508 years, three months, and twenty-five 
days before the birth of. Chrift (fee Pezron, Antiquite des Terns 
d6fendiie, p. 20 — 28.); and this «tz has been ufed by the Greeks, 
the Oriental Chriftians, and even by the Ruffians, till the reign of 
peter I. The period, however arbitrary, is clear and convenient. 

Of 
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fince the age of Charlemagne^ have computed 
their time from the birth of Chrift (161)1^ 

Of the 7296 yean which are fuppofed ta elapfc fisce the crefttion^, 
we ihall find 3000 of ipiorance and darkiieft ; 1000 either fabulous 
or doubtful; looo of andent hiftory, cottimeDciog;' whh the Perfian 
empire, and the re|»uhlics of Rome and Athens ; 1000 from the fait 
of the Roman empire in the weft to the difcovery of America ; and 
the remaining 096 will almoft complete three centuries of the modem 
ftate of Europe and mankind. . I regret this chronology, fo far pre* 
ferable to our doable and perplexed method of counting backwards 
and forwards the years belore and after the Chriftian sra. 

(161) The sera of the world has prevailed in the Eaft (ince the 
Titn general council (A. D. 681)* In the Weft the Chriftian srra 
wasfoft imrented ill the vich century : it was propagated in' the viuth 
by the anthonty and writings of venerable Bede ; but it was not till 
the xth that the ufe became legal and popular. See TArt de verifier 
les Dates. DilTert. Pr^liminaire, p. iii. xii. Didionaire Diplomati- 
que, torn. J. p. 3»9<^337 : the works of a laborious fbciety of Bene- 
didine monks. 
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CHAP. XLL 



Cmquejis of Ju/iinian in the Weft. — CbaraSlet 
andfirft Campaigns of Belifarius. — He invades 
andfubdues the Vandal Kingdom of Africa.-^ 
His Triumph.^f^The Gothic War. — He recovers 
Sicily J Naplesy and Rome. — Siege of Rome by 
the Goths. — Their Retreat and Loffes.—Sur^ 
render of Ravenna.-^^lory of Belifarius^"^ 
His domeftic Shame and Misfortunes. 



WHEN Juftinian afcended the throne, jnfUnitn 
about fifty years after the M of the [•$;*;:•*• 
Weftcrn empire, the kingdoms of the Goths Africa, 
and Vandals had obtained a folid, and, as it ^-^'^^a- 
might feem, a legal eftabliihment both in Eu- 
rope and Afiica. The titles which Roman 
viftory had infcribed, were erazed with equal 
juftice by the fword of the Barbarians ; and 
their fuccefsftil rapine derived a more vene- 
rable fanftion from tinpie, from treaties, and 
from the oaths of fidelity, already repeated 
by a fecond or third generation of obedient 
fubjefts. Experience and chriftianity had re- 
ftitedthe fuperftitious hope, that Rome was 
founded by the gods to reign for ever over ' 

the nations of the earth. But the proud 
claims of perpetual and indefeafible donunion, 
which her foldiers could no longer maintain, 
was firmly ailerted by her (latefmen and law- 
yers, whole opinions have been fometimes re- 
vived and propagated in the modern fchooh 
of jurifprudence. After Rome herfelf had 
L 2 been 



i4§ THj; DECilNi; AND fAhh 

been firipped of the Imperial purple, the prin^ 
ces of Conftantinople affumed the fole and 
facred fceptre of the monarchy ; demanded, 
as their nghtfiil inheritance, the provinces 
which had been fubdued by the confuls, or 
poflefled by the Cxlars ; and feebly afpired to 
deliver their fwthfid fubjeds of the Wcftftpm 
the iifurp^tion of heretic^ and Barbsgians. The 
execution of this i^lencUd defign W2^ in fome 
degree refisrve^d fw Juftinian. During the five 
firft years of his rdgn, he relu£bntly waged a 
coi^y and unprofitable war againft the Pe^fi- 
ans; till his pride futHoitted to his ambition, 
and he purchafe^t ^t the price pf four h\in- 
dred and forty thou£tnd pounds fterling, the 
benefit of a precarious truce, which, m the 
langu<^e of both natioiis, was dignified with 
the appelh^tioq of the emlle/s peace. The iafety 
of the Eaft enabled the emperor to employ his 
forces againft th^ Vandals; and the internal 
ftfite of Africs^ afforded an honourable motive,^ 
2^ld pFoipifed a powerful fupport, tp the Ro^ 
manariiis(j). 
State of the According to the teftanvent of the founder, 
hIw^c, the African ^dpgdom had Une^y defcended 
A, D* to Hilderic the ejdeft of the VamUl princes. A 
5»3— 530. jj^ji^ difpofition inclined the jfon c2f a tyrant, 
the grandfon.of a conqueror, to prefer the 
couniels of clemency and peace; ^d his accef- 
fion was marked by the i(alutary edid, which 

Teflored 

(i) The complete ien'es of the Vandal war is reljite^ hf Procopius 
19 a Kgnkr asd elegant liarratiTe (1. i. c. 9 — 35. 1. ii,c. x — 13.) ; 
an4 hap )\y wovld be mj lot, co^d I always tre^fi in the footftept ctf 
foch a g:aide. From the entire and 4i%cnt perufal pf the Greek text, 
I- hare a right to proneimee'tfaat the Lann and Fretich verfiom of Gro- 
tius and Coufin may not he implicitly tn\fted : yet t^e pr8fi.4ent Cpo- 
fin has beep often praiied, aa4 Hugo Oroti^s ^as. tj^p fif ft iVholar of > 
liaroedage. 
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reftored two hundred Jbifliops tx> their church- 
es, and allowed the free fM'Orcffion of the Atha^ 
nafian creed (a). But the Catholics accepted 
with cold and tranfient gratitude, at favour fo 
inadequate to their pretenfions, and the vir^^ 
tues of Hilderic oflfended the prejudices of his 
countrymen. The AHan clergy prefumod to 
iniinuate that he had renounced the faith^ and 
the foldiers more loudly complained that he 
had degenerated from the courase, of his an* 
ceftors. His ambBflad(»*s were m^^efted of a 
fecret and di%raceful negodation in the By- 
zantine court; and his general, the Achilles 
(3;, OS he was named, of the Vand^, lofl a 
battle againfi the naked and diforderly Moors. oeUmer, 
The public difcontent Was exafperated by Gc-53^j^4. 
limer, whofe age, defcent, and military fame^ 

fave him an apparent title to the fucceifion : 
e affumed, with the confent of the nation^ 
the reins of government; and his unfortu«- 
nate fovereign funk without a (Iruggle from 
the throne to a dungeon, where he was fhridl- 
ly guarded with a ^dthfiil counfellor, and his 
unpopular nephew the Achilles of the Van- 
dals. But the indulgence which Hilderic had 
Ihewn to his Catholic iubjefts had powerfully 
recommended him to the favour of JuftiniaUi 
who, for the benefit of his own fed, could 

acknowledge 

(z) ilee Rnipart, Hift. Pcffectit. VaadaL c. vii. p« 5S9. Hit beft 
CTidence is drawn from the life of St. Ful^ntius, eompofed by ene of 
his difciplet, tntsfcribed in a ^cat meafbtr in the annals of Bafonius* 
and printed in icteral x>^fitome^oot (Catnkig. Bibliot. 9imaTiznsek 
torn. a. vol. ii. p. XifS.)- 

(3) For what quality of the mind of tody ? For fpeed, cr beauty, 
or valour ?«»-In what laognge did the Vandals read Homec?— Did 
he rpeak German? — The Latins had four -verfions ( Fabric, torn. i. 1. %, 
t* 3. "p. 2^7.^ : yit, in fpitc of the praifcs of Seneca (Confol. c. 26.), 
they appear to have heeo.siorefmTe&fo) in imitating, than in tranf- 
latin^, the <ji'eek poet», But the t^ame of Achillea mi^ht be famoui 
and popntat', cten among the illiterate Barbarians. 
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acknowledge the ufe and juftice of religious 
toleration: their alliance, while the nephew 
of Juftin remained in a private fiation, was 
cemented by the mutual exchange of gifts and 
letters; and the emperor Juftinian afferted the 
caufe of royalty and friendihip. In two fuc- 
ceflive embaflies, he admonifhed the ufurper 
to repent of his treafon, or to abftain, at leafl, 
from any further violence which might pro- 
voke the difpleafure of God and of the Ro- 
mans y to reverence the laws of kindred and 
fucceifion, and to fuffer an infirm old man 
peaceably to end his days, either on the throne 
of Carthage or in the palace of Confiantino- 
ple. The paffions or even the prudence of 
GeUmer compelled him to rejeft thefe requefts, 
which were urged in the haughty tone of me- 
nace arid command; and he juftified his ambi- 
tion in a language rarely fpoken in the Byzan- 
tine court, by alledging the right of a free 
people to remove or puniflx their chief magif- 
trate, who had failed in the execution of the 
kingly office. After this finitlefs expoftulati- 
on, the captive monarch was more rjgoroufly 
treated, his nephew was deprived of his eyes„ 
and the cruel Vandal, confident in his Jftrength 
and diftance, derided the vain thfeats and 
flow preparations of the emperor of the Eaft, 
Juftinian refolved to deliver or revenge Iris 
friend, Gelimer to maintain his ufurpation : 
and the war was preceded, according to the 

Eraftice of civilized nations, by the moft fo- 
xmn proteftations, that each party was fin- 
ccrely defirous of peace, 
bates on • Thc report of an African war was grateful 
^If^^^ only to the vain and idle populace of (5)nftan- 
tinople, whofe poverty exempted them fronf 
tribute, an4 whofe cowardice was ieldom ex 

pofed 
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pofed to military fervicc. But the wifer citi- 
zens, who judged of the future by the paft, 
revolved in their memory the immenfe lofi, 
both of men and money, which the empire 
had fufiained in the expedition of Bafililcus. 
The troops, which, after five laborious dlln* 
paigns, had been recalled from the Perfian 
frontier, cfareadedthe fea, the climate, and the 
arms of an unknown enemy. The minifters 
of the finances computed, as far as they might 
compute, the demands of an African war ; 
the taxes which muft be found and levied to 
fiij^ly thofe infatiate demands; and the dan- 
ger, lefl their own lives, or at leafl their lu- 
crative employments, fhould be made refpon- 
fible for the deficiency of the fupply. Infpired 
by fuch felfiih motives (for we may notfufpe<% 
him of any zeal for the public good), John of 
Cappadoda ventured to oppofe in full council - 
the inclinations of his mmer. He confefled, , 
that a viAory of fuch importance could not be 
too dearly purchafed ^ but he reprefented in a 
grave difcourfe the certain difikulties and the 
uncertain event. " You undertake," &idthe 
prated:, ^^ to befiege Carthage: by land, the 
^^ difiance is not lefs than one hundred and 
" forty days journey ; on the fea, a whole 
^* year (4) muft elapfe befi[)re you can receive 
^' any intelligence from your fleet. If Africa 
*^ fhould be reduced, it cannot be preferved 
^* without the additional conqueft of Sidlv^ 
^^ and Italy. Succefs will impofe the obligatt-* ' 



(4) jlfeoT'^MnTd examration | T|ie ceo^oeft of Africa may be 
dated A. D. 533, September 14 :" it is celebrated by Juftinian in the 
preface to his Inftitutes, which were publiihed November at, of the 
(June year. Including the voyage and return, fuch a computation might 
be truly applied to mr ladian empire, 
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*' on bFnew kbottrs ; a iin^le mSsforttine ^3wB 
** attraa the Barbai-nAs Into tbk heart of your 
*' eidiaxifted eni|)irej" Juftinian felt thfe weight 
of this ialntiry .advice; he was confounded 
by the ilhtvonted freedom of ah dbfeq'uibus 
fewaHt } and the defigA of the war wodki per- 
haps have been Irdinquiflied, if his coura^ 
haid not been reviVed fty a voice whidi filen* 
ccd the doiibls of profane reafon. " I have 
feen a vifion,** dried ail artfol or faiiatic bi* 
fbop of the Eaft. " It is the will of heaven, 
" O emperor, that you fliould not abandon 
*' ybur holy en'terprafe for thfe delivferance of 
" the Afiricah church. The Ood of battfcs 
" wiU tn^rch before ybur ftandaUrd, and dif- 
"^erfeiyour /enfemfes, who aW the enenaSkss 
^ofhSaSon." The emperor nright te tenipt- 
td akd his xrounSfellors were bonftrained, to 
^V)b 'CtdMt to thfis vmfebfonabfe revelatton : 
btft "they xteH ved mbre ratibnal hope ftoHi tibfe 
rcVblti, which thfe adhcrbrtfe of fiidertc /G&: 
Athatmaifixis had aiilead^ eiadted^on the i>ofed!ers 
of tile VandM monarchy^ >PudefEti«s, an Afn- 
dahttffbjed, !bad pvivatM^y fignified ias loyal 
hilttntionls, and a imall military aid reftored 
the Jpir6vmct of TriptoK Uo the obedience of 
tir^ 'Bromaits. I^ie government of Sardinia 
had "been :eirtrafted to Bddas, a valiant Bar- 
barikh : She -foj^nded the payment of tribute, 
dStCcMme^ his allegiance to the ufurper, and 
gav^ audielnce to the emi&ries of Juftinian, 
whofomidhrm matfterofthatfrtiitfriliBand,at 
thfe head of his guards, and proudly invefted 
with the enfigns of royalty. The forces of the 
^ndals wete dSmiiiiflifed tJjr difcbrd andfulpi- 

cion J 
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eion ; the Rotnin armies were animated by 
the ^rit of BdifariuB ; one of thofe heroic 
names which are familiar to every age and to 
every nation. 

The Africanus of new Rome wks born, and ^^f^^^ 
perhaps educated, among the lliracian pea-ofBcUfiT 
iants (5), without any of thofe advantages "«•• 
whk:h had formed the virtues of the dder and 
younger Scipio ; a noble origin, liberal ftu- 
dies^ and the emulation of a tree flate. The 
fitence of a loquacious fecretary maybe admit- 
ted, to prove that the youth of Belifarius 
could not afibrd any fubjed of praife : he ferv- 
ed, moft aiTuredly with valour and reputation, 
anxm^ the private guards of Jufiinian ; and 
when iiis patron became emperor, the domef^ 
tic ^^^s promoted to miUtary conmiand. Af- 
ter a bold inroad into Perfarnonnia, in which 
his giory was ihai^d by a coUeagiie, and his 
ptcfgtefs wais chedoed by an enemy, Beli£uritts 
repaired to the important fiation of Dara, 
wl^re he firft accepted the fervicc of Proco- 
pius, die fekhfui companion, and diligent 
hiftorian, of his es^oits (6). The MirranesHisferWceft 
of Perfia advaaced, with forty thouland of ^^'^^j^**- 
her beft troops, to raife the fortifications of a. d! 
Daiu ; and fignified the day and the hour on^*^"53». 
wfaidi the citizens fhould prepare a bath for 
his refreO»nent after the toils of viftcMy. He 
encountered an adverfary equal to himfelf, by 
the hew tide of General cf the Eaft ; his fupe- 

rior 

(5) *Slffiuir9 bf BiXf^aptoc tx I1p/M«n«ff, h ^fmiutvn mat IXXiwmw 
fjttya^v Mvrtti, Procop. (Vandal. 1. i. c. II.}. Aleman. (Not. ad AQecdot. 
P- S*)^ itn Itaiian, could eafily nvoGt the German vanity of Giphani- 
us and VeUerns, who wifliedto claim the hero ; but his Germania, a 
metrc^lis of Thrace, I cannot find in any civil or ecdefiallical liJU 
of the provinces and cities. 

(6) The two fiift Per^ campaigns of Belifarius are fairly and C(K 
pioufly related hy hlsfecretary (Penic. 1« i. c. X2<— xS.). 
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rior in the fdence of war, but much inferior 
in the number and quality of his troops, which 
amounted only to twenty-five thouiand Ro- 
mans and ftrangers, relaxed in their difcipline, 
and humbled by recent diiafters. As the level 
plain of Dara refufed all fheltcr to ftratagetn 
and ambufli, Belifarius protefted his front with 
a deep trench, which was prolonged at firft 
in perpendicular, and afterwards in parallel, 
Hnes, to cover the wings of cavalry advanta- 
tageoufly poftcd to command the flanks and 
rear of the enemy. When the Roman centre 
was fliaken, their well-timed and rapid charge 
decided the conflift : the ftandard of PerSa 
fell; the immortals fled; the infantry threw 
away their bucklers, and eight thouiand of 
the vanquiflied were left on the field of battle. 
In the next campaign, Syria was invaded on 
the fide of the defert ; and Belifarius, with 
twenty thoufand men, hafleiied from Dara to 
the relief of the province* During the whole 
fummer, the defigns of the enemy were baif- 
fled by his fkilfiil difpofitions : he prefled their 
retreat, occupied each night their camp of the 
preceding day, and would have fecured a 
bloodkfs viAory, if he could have refilled the 
. impatience of his own troops. Their valiant 
promife was fidntly iupported in the hour of 
battle; the right wing was expofed by the 
treacherous or cowardly defertion of the Chrif* 
tian Arabs ; the Huns, a veteran band of 
eight hundred warriors, were opprefied by 
fuperior numbers ; the flight of the Ifaurians 
was intercepted; but the Roman infimtry 
iiood firm on the left ; for Belrlarius him^, 
difinounting from his horfe, fhewed them that 
intrepid deipair was their only fafety. They 
turned their backs to the Euphrates, and their 

faces ' 
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faces to the enemy: innumerable arrows 

glanced without effed from the compaft and 
lelvin^ order of their bucklers ; an impene- 
trable hne of pikes was oppoied to the repeat- 
ed allaults of the Perfian cavalry ; and after a 
refiftance of many hours, the remaining troops 
were fkiliully embarked under the fliadow of 
the night. The Perfian commander retired 
with diforder and difgrace, to ani^er a ftrid 
account of the lives of fo manyfoldiers which 
he had coniiimed in a barren viftory. But 
the fame of Bdifarius was not iullied by a de- 
feat, ia which he alone had faved his army 
from the confequences of their own raihhefs : 
the approach of peace relieved him from the 
guard of the eaftern frontier, and his condud 
m the fedition of Ck)nibntinopIe amply dis- 
charged his obligations to the emperon When 
the African war became the topic of pc^ular 
difcourfe and fecret deliberation, each of the 
Roman generals was apprehenfive, rather than 
ambitious, of the dangerous honour; but as 
foon as Juftinian had declared his preference 
of fiiperior merit, their envy was rekindled by 
the unanimous applaufe which was given to 
the choice of Beli&rius. The temper of the 
Byzantine court may encourage a Xuipidon, 
that the hero was darkly aflified by the intri- 
gues of his wife, the fair and fubtle Antonina, 
who alternately enjoyed the confidence and 
incurred the hatred of the emfMrefs Thebdorau 
The birth of Antbnina was ignoble, >ihe de- 
fended from a £upily of charioteers ; s^d her 
chaitity has been fiained with the fouleft re- 
proach. Yet {he reigned with long and abfo- 
lute powter 6v£r the mind of her illuftrious 

hufbandj 
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huffoand ; and if Antonina difdained the merit 
5f conjugal fidelity, ihe e^refled a manly 
friendihipto Bdi&rius, whom fhe accompa* 
nied with undaunted refolutton in all the 
hardihips and dangers of a military life ( 7). 
Preparati- The preparations for the African war were 
Afrkln**^ not unworthy of the laft conteft between 
irar. Rome and Carthage. The pride and flower 
A. D. 533. ^f tii^ army confifted of the guards of Belifa- 
rius, who, according to the pernicious indul- 
gence of the times, devoted tbemfelves by a 
particular oath of fidelity to the fervice of their 
patron. Their ftrcngth and ftature, for which 
they had been curioufly feledred, the goodneis 
of their horfes and armour, and the affiduous 
pradice of all the exercifes of war, enabled 
them to act whatever their courage might 
prompt; and their courage was exalted by the 
foctsd honour of thdr rank, and the perfonal 
»[)ibition of favour and fortune. Four hun« 
dned of the braveft of the Heruli marched un*- 
der tthe banner of t^ faithful and a&ivePharas ; 
their untraeftaibie valour was more highly 
prited t&an the tame fubmifiion of the Greeks 
tnd Syrians; and of foxh importance was it 
deen>dd to proi^ure a reinforcement oE fix hun* 
dred MaSagets, <xr Huns^ that they were ak 
hired by fniUd and deceit to engage in a naval 
eiopeditiotti. l^e thoufimd horie aild ten 
titonfaiKd foot wen^ embarked at Conilantino^ 
pie for the cMiqtQudl •of Africa^ but the infan- 
t-fy>, iot the ondft part levied 4n Thtaoe and 
I£iili%a^ yidded todiemotepHevaiiingufeand 
f^ulta)ti0n of thd cavaky ; and the Scythian 

'bow 

; t7\ See thc*birth and charaiSler of Antonina, in the Anecdotesj c. 
I. aad tike Niotes of Alemannus, p. 3. 
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bow was the wsapon on which the armies of 
Rome were now reduced to place their princi- 
pal dependence^ From a laudable dciire to af- 
fert the dignity o£ his theme, Procopius de- 
fends the foldiers of his own time againft the 
morole critics, who confined that rdpe<fi:able 
name to the heavy armed warriors of antiqui- 
ty, and malicioufly obferved, that the word 
archer is introduced by Hofner (8) as a term 
of contempt. ^^ Such conleinpt might perhaps 
** be due to the naked youths who appear- 
" ed on foot in th^ fields of Troy, and, lurk- 
** iQg behind a tom,b-ftone, or the Ihield of 
" a friend^ dr^w the bow-ftring to their 
'< breaft (9), and di&iufled a feeble and Iifek& 
*^ soTOW* But cmr archers (piiirfues the hiftori- 
^ an) are nfiounted on horfes, which they ma^ 
«^ nage with ^dn^ir^ble ikiU ; their head and 
<< fiioulder; ^e prote Aed by a^ calk or buckler ; 
" they wear grf j^ves qf iron on their legs, and 
^ their bodies are guarded by a coat of mail* 
^< On their right fide hangs a quiver, a fword 
^^ on their left, and their h^uad is accuftomed 
'« to wieldala^e or js^velin in dofcr combat. 
*^ Their bows are ftrong and weighty; they 
^^ Ihoot in every polJUe dire^on, advancing, 
" retreating, to |he front, to the rear, or to 
*^ either fla^.; and as they are taught to 
*' draw the bow-ftriilg not tq the breaft, but 
'• to the right ear, firm indeed muft be the 

** armour 

(8) Sec the preface of Procopius. The enemiet of archery might 
quote the reproaches of DIemede (Iliad A. 385, &c.) and the permit- 
tere yulneta veutis of Lucan (viii. 384. ) : yet the Romans could not 
defpU^the arrows of the Parrhlans; and in the (lege of Troy, Fan* 
daniSj Paris, andTeucer, pierced thofc haughty wajrriors who in- , 
foited them as women or children. 

(9, Ncu0iiv/(Aey /«*«& w-fXacrty, Tof« ha-ihtow (Iliad A. I23.). How 
concife-— now juft — bow beautiful is the whole p i(^ure I I fee the s^t- 
tltudesof the archer-^I hear the twanging of the havf i 
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** armour that can refift the rapid violence of^ 
" their fhaft," Five hundred tranfports, na- 
vigated by twenty thoufand mariners of 
Egypt, Cilicia, and Ionia, were collefted in 
the harbour of Conftantinople. The fmalleft 
of thefe veffels may be computed at thirty, the 
largeft at five hundred, tons ; and the fair ave- 
rage Mall fupply an allowance, liberal, but not 
profufe, of about one hundred thoufand tons 
(10), for the reception of thirty-five thou- 
£md folctiers and failors, of five thou£tnd 
horfes, of arms, cnrines, and military ftores, 
and of a fufficient ftock of water and provifi- 
ons for a voyage, perhaps, of three months. 
The proud gallies, which in former ages fwept 
the Mediterranean with fo many hundred 
oars, had long fincedifappeared; and the fleet 
of Juftinian was efcorted only by ninety-two 
light brigantines, covered from the miiSle 
we^ons of the enemy, and rowed by two 
thouCind of the brave and robuft youth of 
Conftantinople. Twenty-two generals are 
named, mofl. of whom were afterwards dit 
tinguifhed in the wars of Africa and Italy : but 
the fupreme command, both by land and fea 
was delegated to Belifarius alone, with a 
boundlefs power of acting according to his dif- 
cretion as if the emperor himfelf were prefent. 
The feparation of the naval and militanr pro- 

femons 

( xo) The text appears to allow ftr the largeft veflelg 50,-00 medim- 
ni, or 30QO tons ((luce the med'mnus weighed 160 Roman, or izo 
aTcrdapois, pounds). I have given a more rational interpretation, 
by fuppoiing that the Attic flyle of Procopius conceals the legal and 
popular modius, a (ixth part of the medlmnus (Hooper*s Ancient Mea- 
fares, p. 152, &c.). A contrary, *and indeed a ftranger miftake, 
has crept into an oration of Dinarchus (contra Demofthenem, in 
Reifke Orator. Gr^cc. torn. iv. P. ii. p. 3 *.). By reducing the nvm- 
ber of (hips from 500 to 50, and tranflatiug [Ai^ifAni by m/w5, or 
peonds, Coufin has generoufly allowed 500 tons for the whole of the 
Imperial fleet J— Did be never think ? 
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feffions is at once the eflfeft and the caufe of 
the modern improvements in the fcience of na- 
vigation and maritime war. 

In the feventh year of the reign of Juftinian, Departure 
and about the time of the fummer folftice, the 1. 0^533 '' 
whole fleet of fix hundred fhips was ranged }»'»«• 
in martial pomp before the gardens of the pa- 
lace* The patriarch pronounced his benedic- 
tion, the emperor fignified his laft commands, . 
the general's trumpet gave the fignal of de- 
parture, and every heart, according to its fears 
or wiflies, explored with anxious curiofity the 
omens of misfortune and fuccefs. The firft 
halt was made at Perinthus or Heraclea j where 
Belilarius waited five days to receive fome 
Thradan horfes, a military gift of his fove- 
rdgn. From thence the fleet purfued their 
courfe through the midft of the Propontis ; 
but as they uruggled to pafs the ftreights of 
the Hellefpont, an unfavourable wind detain- 
ed them four days at Abydus, where the ge- 
neral exhibited a memorable leflbn of firmnefs 
and feverity. Two of the Huiis, who in a 
drunken quarrel hjid flain one of their fellow- 
foldiers, were inftantly fliewn to the army fuf- 
pended on a lofty gibbet. The nationsd in- 
dignity was refented by their countrymen, 
who difdaimed the fervile laws of the empire, 
and aflerted thefree privilege of Scythia, where 
a fmall fine was allowed to expiate the hafty 
(allies of intemperance and anger. Thdr com- 

{)laints were ipecious, their damours were 
oud, and the Romans were not averfe to the 
example of diforder and impunity. But the 
rifing {edition was appeafed by the authority 
and eloquence of the general : and he rqpre- 
fented to the aflembled troops the obligation 

of 
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ofjuftice, the importance of difdpUn^, there- 
wards of piety and virtue, and tte unpardoaar 
ble guilt of murder, which* in his apprehenfion^ 
was aggravated rather than e^^cufed by the vice 
of intoxication (i i). In th^ navigation from, 
the Heljefpont to Pelopqnnefus, which the 
Qreeks, after thefiege oiFTroy, had perform- 
ed in four days (12); the fleet of Belilarius 
was guided in their courfe by his m^er-gajley, 
confpicuous in the day by the rednefc of thQ 
fails, and in the night by the torches blazing 
from the maft-head. It was the duty of the 
pilots, as they fleered between the iflands, SMud 
turned the capes of Malea and Tapnariuni, to 
preferve the juft prdor and regular intervals of 
fuch a multitude of ihips ; a^ the wind was 
iFair and moderate, their l^bpur^ were nqt un-. 
fuccefsf\il, and the troops were fafejy diij^m* 
barked at Methone on the Meffenian coaft, to 
repofc themfelyes for a whil^ affep the fydm^ 
of the fea. Iij this place they e::^pqrienced Sow 
avarice, invefted with authority, may i^rt 
with the lives of thoulands which are bravely 
eiqpofed for the public feryice. According to 
military pra<aj[<::e, the bread or bifcuit of the 
{lomans was twice prepared in tl)^ oyep, and 
a diminution of one«fourth was cheerfully 
allowed for the lofi of weight. Tq gain this 
miferable profit, and tq fjive the e«:pence of 

wood^ 

(I i) I have r^ad of a Qrpek legiilatpr, vho infliacd a Jsui/t pse^ 
»alty on the crimes committed in a ftate of intoxication ; but it fcemi 
a|^e4 that ri|i? ^^s rather a political than a moral law. 
^ (la) Or even in i;hr?9 ^^yf, fincc they an/chored the firft evening 
m the neighbouring ifle of Tenedos : the fecond day they failed to 
IfpHf^f t^e thiiH^t^othe promoatory of Eiib«a, and on the fourth 
they reached Afgos (Hdnwr, Odyff. r. 1 30—183. Wood's effay 00 
, Homer, p. 40 — 46.). A pirata fitiled from the Hpllefpont to the 
i^-f ^rt pf ^aity. Jn $lh^ jdity8'(Xcnopfann, Helien. Kii. c. i.). 
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wood, the praefeft John of Cappadocta had giv* 

en orders, that the flour ihould be flightly bak-^ 

ed by the feme fire which warmed the baths 

of Conftantinople ; and when the facks were 

opened, a foft and mouldy pafie was diftribut*i 

ed to the army. Such unwholefome food^ 

ajQifted by the heat of the climate and feafon, 

foon produced an epidemical difeafe, which 

fwept away five hundred foldiers. Their health 

was reftored by the diligence of Belifarius^ 

who provided frefli bread at Methone, and 

boldly exprefled his juft and humane indigna« 

tion: the emperor heard his complaint ; the 

general was praifed ; but the minifter was not 

punifhed. From the port of Methone, the 

pilots fteered along the wcftern coaft of Pdo-^ 

ponnefus, as far as the ifle of Zacynthus or 

Zant, before they undertook the voyage (in 

their eyes a mofl; arduous voyage) of one hun-^ 

dred leagues over the Ionian fea. As the fleet 

was furprifed by a calm, fixteen days were 

confumed in the flow navigation ; and even 

the general would have fufiered the intolerable 

harmhip of thirfl:, if the ingenuity of Antoni-^ 

na had not preferved the water in glais-bottles, 

which flie buried deep in the fand in a part of 

the fliip impervious to the rays of the fun. 

At length the harbour of Caucana (13), on 

the fouthern fide of Sicily, afforded a fecure 

and hofpitable flicker. The Gothic officers 

who governed the ifland in the name of the 

daughter and grandfon of Theodoric, ol)eyed 

their imprudent orders, to receive the troopS^ 

of Juftinian like friends and allies : provifions 

were liberally fupplied, the cavalry was re- 

VoL. VU. M mounted 

(i3)Caacaoa, near Caixiarim, ia atkaft so miles|(3S0 or 40* 
ihidia)froinSyracufc(Cltiver, Silvia Antiqua, p« 191 -.l* 
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mounted (14), and Proa>pius foon returneii 
from Syracufe with correct information of the 
ftatc and defiens of the Vandals; His intelli- 
gence dctenraned BeHfarins tohaften his ope- 
rations, and his wife impatience was fcconded 
by the winds. The fleet loft fi^ht of Sicily, 
paffed before the ifle of Malta, difcovered the 
capes of Africa, ran along the coaft with a 
ftrong gale from the north-eaft, and finaHy caft 
anchor at the promontory of Caput vada, 
about five days journey to the fouth of Car- 
thage (15). 
Bciifarhw If GchmcT had bccn informed of the ap- 
landsonthcpyoach of thc enemy, he mufthave delayed 
Africal- the ccmqucft of Sardifiia, for the immediate 
Scpte»^cr^ defence of his perfon- and kingdom; A de- 
tachment of five thoufand foldiers, and one 
hundred and twenty gaUies, would have join- 
ed the remaining forces of the Vandals ; and 
the defeendant of Genferic might have fur- 
prifed and c^tefled a fleet of deep-laden^ 
tran^orts incapaUe of adion, and of light 
brigantines that feexn only qualified for fli^t* 
Belifarius had fecretly trembled when he over- 
heard his foldiers, inthepa&ge, emboldening 
each other to confefs their apprehenfions : if 
they were once on fhore, they hoped to main-> 
tain the honour of their arms ; but if they 
fliould be attacked at :fea, they did not blufn 

to 



. (14) Profopius, Gothic. 1. i. C.3, Tibit^llkhinaitum apta qua- 
^r^iseqtia, iti the Sicilian panares of Grofphus (Horat. .Carm. ii, 
td:)» . Atngzs . ^ . . magnaniaittm quondam, ffcnerator eqnoniof 
(VirgUi^ JEjadd. iii, 704.)'. Then>*8 horfes, whofe vi^ories are im-* 
mottzUzcihj Pindar, Were bred in this ceuDtryi 
^ j( 15 ) The Caput vada of Proo^ius (where Juftintan afterwards 
founded a city— -de Edific. 1. vi. c. 6,) is the promontory of Ammon 
in Scraht), the Brachode^^ of Pjtoleiny^ the Capaudia of .th<; moderns, 
^ long narrow flip that runt into- thc'fea (Shaw's Travels, p. a n. )^ 
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to acknowledge that they wanted courage to 
contend at the fame time with the winds, the 
waves, and the Barbarians (16)^ The know- 
kdge of their fentiments decided BeKlarius to 
fcize the firft opportunity of landing them on 
the coaft of Africa ; and he prudently rejefted, 
in a council of war, the propofal of failing 
with the ffeet and army into the port of Car- 
thage. Three months after their departure 
from Conftantinople, the men and horfes, the 
arms and military ftores, were fafely difem- 
barked, and five foldiers were left as a guard 
on board of each of thefliips, which were dil^ 
pofed in the form of a femicirde. The remain- 
der of the troops occupied a camp on the fea- 
fliore, which they fortified, according to an- 
cient difcipline, with a ditch and rampart ; and 
the difcovery of a fource of frefli water, while 
it allayed the thirft, excited the fuperftitious 
confidence, of the Romans. The nextTnorn-* 
ing, fome of the neighbouring gardens were 
pillaged; and Belifarius, after chaftifing the 
©Senders, embraced the flight occafion, but 
the decifive moment, of inculcating the max- 
ims of juftice, moderation, and genuine poll- 
cy. ** When I firft accepted the commiflion 
" of flibduing Africa, I depended much lefs,'^ 
feid the general, " on the numbers, or even 
*' the bravery, of my troops, than upon the 
" friendly difpofition of the natives, and their 
*' immortal hatred to the Vandals. You alone 
^' can dej^-ive me of this hope : if yoii conti- 
** nuc to extort by rapine what might be pur- 
" chafed for a little money, fuch afts of vio- 
** lence wiH reconcile thefe implacaUe Enemies, 
M 2 " and 

(16) A centufion of Mark Antony eiprefled, though id a more 
manly drain, the fame diflllcc to the fea and to naval combats ( Plu- 
tarch in Antonio, p. 17301^ edit. Hcn^ Steph.) 
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^ and unite them in a juft and holy league 
" againft the invaders of tlieir country/' Thefe 
exhortations were enforced by a rigid difci- 
pline; of which the foldieris themfelves foon 
felf and praifed the lalutary e£fe£h* The in- 
habitants, inftead of deferting their faoufes, 
or hiding their corn, fupplied the Romans 
with a fair and liberal market ; the civil offi- 
cers of the pfovince continued to exercife their 
functions in the name of Juftinian ; and the 
clergy, from motives of confcience and inte- 
reft, afliduoufly laboured to promote the caufe 
pf a Catholic emperor. The fiiiall town of 
Sullede (17), one day's journey from the 
camp, had the honour of being foremoft to 
open her gates^ and to refunie her ancient al- 
legiance : the larger cities of Leptis and Adfii- 
metum imitated the example of loyalty as foon 
as Belifarius appeared ; and he advanced with-» 
out oppofition as far as Grafle, a palace of the 
Vandal kings, at the diftance of fifty miles 
from Carthage^ The weary Romans indulged 
X themfelves in the refrefhment of fhady groves, 
cool fountains, and delicious fruits ; and the 
preference which Procopius allows to thefe 
gardens over any that he had feen, dther in 
the Eaft or Weft, may be afcribed either to the 
tafte or the fatigue of the hiftorian. In three 
generations, profperity and a warm climate 
nad difliblved the hardy virtue of the Vandals, 
who infenfibly became the moft luxurious of 
mankinds In their villas and gardens, which 

might 

(17) SflHe^ is pcfhi^» the Turrit Haiiftibalis, an old bnildingv 
now as large as the tower of London. The march of Beiifarias t» 
Leptis, Adrnmetum, &c. is illuftrated. by the campaign of Cxfar 
( Hirtius, de fieilo Africano, with tbt Analyfe of Guichardt), and 
j^aw'sXravel's (p. 105—213.} in the iame country. 
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might deferve the Perfian name of pnradife 
( 1 8), they enjoyed a cool and elegant repofe ; 
and, after the daily nfc of the bath, the Bar- 
barians wcreieated at a table proftifely Spread 
with die ddicacies of the land and fca. Their 
filken robes, loofcly flowing after the fafliion 
of the Medes, were embroidered with gold : ' 
love and hunting were the labours of their 
fife, and their vacant hours were amufed by 
pantomimes. Chariot-races, andthemufic^d 
dances of the theatre. 

In a march of ten or twelve days, the vigi- Acfeats th 
lance of Belifarius was conftantly awake and^^g^ft'"* 
aftive againft his unfeen enemies, by whom in battle. 
everyplace, and at every hour, he might be 
fuddenly attacked. An officer of confidence 
and merit, John the Armenian, led the van- 
guard of three hundred horfe ; fix hundred 
Maflagetae covered at a certain diftance the 
left flank ; and the whole fleet, fleering along 
the coafl, feldom loft fight of the army,. which 
moved each day about twelve miles, and lodg- 
ed in the evening in ftrong camps, or in 
friendly .towns. The near approach of the 
Romans to Carthage filled the mind of Geli- 
mer with anxiety and terror. He prudently 
wiflied to protraft the war till his brother, 
with his veteran troops, fliould return from 
the conquoft of Sardinia ; and he now la- 
mented the rafli policy of his anceftors, who, 
by deftroying the fortifications of Africa, had 
left him only the; dangerous refource of riiking 
% battle in the neighbourhood pf his capital. 

The 

(iS) TlAfa^Ei^oc xa9iX(C09 a97<tvr«tfv In Kfxttf la-fxiv. The paradifcs, a 
name and fafhion adopted from Perfia, may be reprefcnted by th^ 
royal garden of Ifpahan (Voyage d'Olcarius, p. 774 ). See, in the 
Creek romances, their meft perfe^ model (Lengus, PafloraL 1, . iv, 
|>. ^^.-loi. Achilles Tatius, 1. i. p^ 22, 23 ). 
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The Vandal conquerors, from their origmal 
number of fifty thoufand, were multi^ied, 
without including their women and childrenj^ 
to one hundred and fixty thoufimd fighting 
men: and fuch forces, animated with valour 
and union, might have cruflied, at their firft 
landing, the feeble and exhaufted bands of 
the Roman general* But the friends of the 
captive king were more inclined to accept the 
Invitations, than to refift the progrefe of Bdi- 
iarius ; and many a proud Barbarian difguit 
ed his averfion to war under the more ^ecious 
name of his hatred to the xifurper. Yet the 
authority and promifes of Gelimer cofiected a 
formidable army, and his plans were concerted 
with fome degree of military fkill. An order 
was difpatched to his brother Ammatas, to 
CcJled all the forces ojf Carthage, and to en- 
counter the van of the Ronaan army at the 
diftance of ten miles from the city : his ne- 
phew Gibamund, with two thoufand horfe, 
was deftined to attack their left, when the 
monarch himfelf, who filcntly followed, Ihould 
charge their rear, in a lituation which ex- 
cluded them from the aid or even the view of 
their fleet* But the raihnefs of Ammatas , was 
fatal to himfelf and his country. He antid* 
pated the hour of the attack, outftripped his 
tardy followers, and was pierced with a mori- 
tal wound, after he had llain with his own 
hand twelve of the boldeft antagonifts. His 
Vandals fled to Carthage ; the highway, al- 
moft ten miles, was ftrewed with dead bodies j 
and it feemed incredible that fuch multitudes 
could be flaughtered by the fwords of three 
hundred Romans, The nephew of Gelimer 
was defeated after a flight cpmbat by the fix 

hundred 
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hundred Mafla^tae; they did not equal the 
third part of hjs numbers ; but each Scythian 
was fired by the example of his chief, who 
glorioufly exerdfed the privilege of his family, 
by riding foremoft and alone to flioot the firft 
arrow agzdnfi the enemy. In the mean while, 
Oelimer him&lf, ignorant of the event, and 
miiguided by the windings of the hills,, inad- 
vertently paned the Roman army, and reach«- 
ed the fcene of a^on where Ammatas had fal- 
len. He wq)t the fate of his brother and of 
Carthage, charged with irrefiflible &ry the 
advancmg fquadrons, and might have purfued, 
and perhaps decided, the vidory , if he had not 
wafted thofe inefiimabie moments in the dif- 
charge of a vain, though ptous, duty to the 
dead. While his fyvnt was broken by this 
mournful office, he heard the trumpet of Belif 
farius, who, leaving Antomna and his infan* 
try in the camp, preflfed forwards with his 
guards and the remsdnder of the cavalry to 
rally his flying troc^s, and to refiore the for- 
tune of the day. Much rooni could not be 
found in this difbrderly battle for the talents 
of a general ; but the king fled before the he- 
ro; and the Vandals, accuflx)med only to a 
Moorifli enemy, were incapable of with{b.nd- 
ing the arms and diicipline of the Romans. 
Gelimer retired with hafty fteps towards the 
defert of Numidia ; but he had fodh the con- 
iblation of learning that his private orders for 
the execution of Hilderic and his captivie 
friends had been faithfully obcyeA The ty- 
rant's r^enge was ufefiil only to his enemies. 
The death of a bwful prince excited the com- 
paffion of his people ; his life might have per- 
plexed the vidorious Romans ; and the lieu- 
tenant 
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tenant of Juftinian, by a crime of which he 
was innocent, was relieved from the painful 
alternative of forfeiting his honour or rdin- 
quiihing his conquefis. 
ItediiAloa As foOn as the tumult had fubfided, the fe- 
^^Cajv veral parts of the army informed each other of 
A*^! 533. the accidents of the day ; and Belilarius 
6e|»t. jj. pitched his camp on the field of viftory, to 
^hich th€ tenth mile-ftone from Carthage had 
applied the Latin appellation of decimus. From 
a wife fufpidon of the ftratagems and refourc- 
es of the Vandals, he marched the next day in 
order of battle, halted in the evening before 
the gates of Carthage, and allowed a night of 
repofe, that he might not, in darknefe and 
diforder, expofe the city to the licence of the 
foldiers, or the foldiers themfelves to the fecret 
ambulh of the city. But as the fears qf Beli- 
farius were the refult of calm and intrepid rea- 
ion, he wasfoon fatisfied that he might con- 
fide, '\yithout danger, in the peaceful and 
friendly afpect of the capital. Carthage blaz- 
ed \dth innumerable torches, the fignals of 
the public joy ; the chain was removed tl^at 
guarded the entrance of the port; the gates 
were thrown open, and the people, with ac- 
clamations of gratitude, hailed and invited 
their Roman deliverers. The defeat of the 
Vandals, and the freedom of Africa, were an- 
nounced to the city on the eve of St* Cyprian, 
when the churches were already adorned and 
illuminated for the feftival of the martyr, 
whom thrie centuries of fuperftition had almoft 
raifed to a local deity. The Arians, confci- 
ousthat their reign had expired, refigned the 
temple to the Catholics, who refcued their feint 
fpom profane hands, performed the holy rites, 

and 
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and loudly proclaimed the creed of Athanafius 
and Juftinian. One awful hour reverfed the 
fortunes of the contending parties. - The fup- 
pliant Vandals, who had fo lately indulged the 
vices of conquerors, fought an numble refuge 
in the fan<^ary of the church ; while the mer- 
chants of the Eaft'were delivered from tfie 
deepeft dungeon of the palace by their afifright- 
ed keeper, who implored the proteftion of his 
captives, and fliewed them through an aper- 
ture in the wall, the fails of the Roman fleet. 
After their feparation from the army, the na- 
val commanders had proceeded with flow 
caution along the coaft, till they reached the 
Hermaean promontory, and obtained the firft 
intelligence of the viftory of Bdifarius. Faith- 
ful to his inftruftions, they would have cafl: 
anchor about twenty miles from Carthage, if 
the moft fkilful feamen had not reprefented 
the perils of the fliore, and the figns of an im- 
pending tempefl:. Still ignorant of the revolu- 
tion, they declined, however, the rafli at- 
tempt of forcing the chain of the port; and 
the adjacent harbour and fiiburb of Mandra- 
cium were infulted only by the rapine of a pri- 
vate officer who difobeyed and deferted his lea- 
ders. But the Imperial fleet, advancing with a 
fair wind, fleered through the narrow entrance 
of the Goletta, and occupied in the deep and ca- 
pacious lake of Tunis a fecure ftation about five 
miles from the capital (19). No fooner was 
Belifarius informed of their arrival, than he 

cHfpatched 

(19) The neighbourhood of Carthage, the Tea, the land, and the 
mers, are changed alxnoft as much aa the works o^ nian. The idh- 
fnus, or neck, of the city is now confounded with the continent : 
the harbour is a dry plain ; and the lake, or ftagnom, no more than 
a morafs, with &x. or feren feet water in. the mi<^hannel. Sec 
d'Anville (Geographic Ancicnne, tona. iii. p. 82.), Sliaw (Travels, 
p. 77—84.), Marmol (DifcriptioQ de l'Afrigpe» tom, it. p^ A^f'}* 
^ad Thuaniis (Iviii. ^ ». torn. iii. p. 3 34}t 
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difpatched orders, that the ^eatcft part of 
the mariners Oiould be immediately landed to 
join the triumph, and to fwell the apparent 
numbers of the Romans, Before he allowed 
them to enter the gates of Carthage, he ex- 
horted them in a dlfcourfe worthy of himfctf 
and the occafion, not to difgrace the glory of 
their arms ; and to remember that the Van- 
dals had been the tyrants, but that they were 
the deliverers of the Africans, who muft now 
be reipefted as the voluntary and affedionate 
/ubjefts of their commo^i fovereign. The 
Romans marched through the ftreets iix clofe 
ranks, prepared for batde if an enemy 'had 
appeared ; the ftrid order maintained by the 
general imprinted on their minds the duty 
of obedience ; and in an age in which cuftom 
and impunity almoft Edified the abufe of 
conqueft, the genius of one man reprefled 
the paffions of a viftorious army. The voice 
of menace and complaint was filent j the 
trade of Carthage was not interrupted: while 
Africa changed her matter and her govern^ 
ment, the £hop& continued open and bufy ; 
and the foldler^, after fufEcient guards had 
beenpofie^, modeftly departed to the houies 
which were allotted for their reception. Be- 
Jifarius fixed his refidence in the palace ; feat- 
.ed himfelf on the throne of Genferic; ac- 
cepted and diftributed the Barbaric fpoil ; 
granted the^r lives to the fuppliant Vandals ; 
and laboured ^to repair tlic damage which the 
fuburb oj Mandracium had fuftained in the 
preceding night. At fupper he entertained 
ni5 principal officers with the form andmag- 
• " nificence 
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nificence of a royal Iwiquet (20). The vic-r 
tor was rdfpeiStfully ferved by the captive of- 
ficers of the houfehold ; and in the moments 
of feftivity, when the impartial ipedators 
fipplauded the fortune and merit of Beliiarius^ 
his envious flatterers fecretly flied their ve» 
nom on every word and gefture which might 
alarm the jfufpicions of a jealous monarchy 
One day was given to thefe pompous fcenep^ 
which may not be defpifed as ufelefs if they 
attrafted the popular veneration ; but the ac* 
tive mind of Belifarius, which in the pride of 
vidpry could fuppofe a defeat, had already 
re&lved, that the Roman empire in Africa 
ihould not depend on the chance of arms, or 
the favour of the people. The fortifications 
of Carthage had alone been exempted from 
the general profcription ; but in the reign of 
jiinety.five years they were fuffered to decay 
by the thoughtlefs and indolent Vandals^ A 
wifer conqueror reftored with incredible dit 
patch the walls and ditches of the city. His 
liberality encouraged the workmen ; the fol- 
diers, the mariners, and the citizens, vied with 
each other in the ialutary labour ; and Geli- 
mer, who had feared to truft his perfon in an 
c^n town, beheld with afioniihment and de« 
i^air the riiing firength of an impregnable 
fortrels. 

That unfortunate monarch after the lois of 
his caiHtal, applied himfelf to coUed the re- 

-^ Final defeat 
mams ^^ Gellmcr 
and the 
Vandals, 

(lo) From Delphi, the ;»ine of dclphicum was given, both in November, 
Greek and Latin, to a tripod ; and, by an eafy analogy, the fame 
appellation was extended at Rome, Conftantinople, and Carthage, 
to the ruyal banqueting room (^rocopius, Vandal. 1. t. c. zi. Dtt* 
xange, OloiT. Gr«c. p. ^77. Aix^ov, ad Alcxiad,p.4Xa.)« 
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mains of an army fcattered, rather than die- 
flroyed, by the preceding battle j and the 
hopes of pillage attrafted fome Moorifh bands 
to the ftandard of Gelimer. He encamped in 
the fields of Bulla, four days journey from 
Carthage ; infulted the capital, which he de- 
prived of the u£b of an aqueduct ; propofed 
an high reward for the head of every Ro- 
man ; afFefted to fpare the perfons and pro- 
perty of his African fubjefts, and fecretly ne- 
gociated with the Arian feftaries and the con- 
federate Huns. Under thefe circumftances, 
the conqueft of Sardinia ferved only to ag- 
gravate his diftrels : he refleded with the 
deepeft anguifh, that he had wafted, in that 
ufelefs enterprife, five thoufand of his braveft 
troops ; and he read, with grief and fhame^ 
the viftorious letters of his brother Zano, 
who expreffed a fitnguine confidence that the 
king, after the example of their anceftors, 
had already chaftifed the raflmefs of the Ro- 
man invader. " Alas ! my brother ,'* replied 
Oelimer, " Heaven has declared againft our 
*' unhappy nation. While you have fubdued 
*' Sardinia, we have loft Africa. No fooner 
^* did Belifarius appear with a handful of fol- 
^* diers, than courage and profperity deferted 
*' the caufe of the Vandals. Your nephew 
" Gibamund, your brother Ammatas, have 
*' been betrayed to death by the cowardice of 
" their followers. Our horfes, our (hips^ 
^^ Carthage itfelf, and all Africa, are in the 
** power of the enemy. Yet the Vandals ftill 
" prefer an ignominious repofe, at the ex- 
** pence of their wives and children, their 
^' wealth and liberty. Notliing now remains, 
** except the field of BuU^, and the hope of 
^ yovLX valour. Abandon Sardinia j fly to 
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" OMT relief ; reftore our empire, or perifh 
** by our fide." On the receipt of this epif- 
tle, Zano imparted his grief to the principal 
Vandals ; but the intelligence was prudently 
•concealed froni the natives of the ifland. 
The troops embarked in one hundred and 
twenty gallies at the port of Cagliari, cafl 
anchor tlie third day on the confines of 
Mauritania, and haftily purfued their march 
to join the royal ftandard in the camp of 
Bulla. Mournful was the interview : the 
two brothers embraced ; they wept in filence; 
no queftions were alked of the Sardinian 
victory ; iio enquiries were made of the Afri- 
can misfortunes : they faw before their eyes 
the whole extent of their calamities ; and the •' 
abfence of their wives and children afforded 
a melancholy proof, that either death or cap- 
tivity had been their lot. The languid fpirit 
of the Vandals was at length awakened and 
united by the entreaties of their king, the 
example of Zano, and the inftant danger 
which threatened their monarchy and reli- 
gion. The military ftrength of the nation 
advanced to battle ; aitd fuch was the rapid 
increafe, that before their army reached Tri- 
cameron, about twenty miles from Carthage, 
they might boaft, perhaps with fome exagge- 
ration, that they furpaffed, in a tenfold pro- 
portion, the diminutive powers of the Ro- 
mans. But thefe powers were under the 
command of Belifarius ; and, as he was con- 
fcious of their fuperior merit, he permitted 
the Barbarians to furprife him at an unfea- 
fonable hour.. .The -Romans were infl:antjy 
under arms : a rivulet covered their front ; 
the cavalry formed the firft line, which Beli- 
farius fupported ia l^e cex^ter, at the head of 

five 
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five hundred guards ; the infantry, at fome 
diftance, was pofted in the fecond line ; and 
the vigilance of the general Watched the fepa^ 
rate ftation and ambiguous faith of the MaC- 
fagetae, who fecretly referved thdr aid for 
the conquerors. The hiftorian has inferted, 
and the reader may eafily fupply, the Ipeeches 
(ii) of the commanders, who, by arguments 
the moft appofite to their fituation, mculcat- 
ed the importance of viftory and the con- 
tempt of life. Zano, with the troops which 
had followed him to the conqueft of Sardinia, 
was placed in the center ; and the throne of 
Genferic might have flood, if the multitude 
of Vandals had imitated their intrepid refo- 
lution. Cafting away their lances and miffile 
. weapons^ they drew their fwords, and ex- 
pefted the charge : the Roman cavalry thrice 
paffed the rivulet j they were thrice repulfcd ; 
and the conffid was firmly maintained, till 
Zano fell, and the ftandard of Belifarius was 
difplayed. Gelimer retreated to his camp ; 
the Huns joined the purfuit 5 and the vigors 
defpoiled the bodies of the flain. Yet no 
more than fifty Romans, and eieht hundred 
Vandals, were found on the field of battle ; 
fo inconfiderable was the carnage of a day, 
which extinguifhed a nation, and transferred 
the empire of Africa. In the evening, Beli- 
farius led his infantry to the attack of the 
camp ; and the pufillaniftious flight of Geli- 
mer expofed the vanity of his recent decla- 
rations, that, to the vailquiflied,, death was 
a relief^ life a burthen, and infamy the only 
obje6t oif terror. His departure w^as fecret ; 

- (ti) *frhdtroratioot always tttpffefs- tlie^enfe 4if th« tim«s anci 
fometimcs of the adiorr. I have coodenfed that fenfc, and thrown 
away declamation. 
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but as foon as the Vandals difcovered that 
their king had deferted them, they haftily 
diiperfed, anxious only for their perfonal 
fefcty, and carelefs of every object that is 
dear or valuable to mankind. The Romans 
entered the camp without refiftance ; and the 
wildeft fcenes of diforder were veiled in the 
darknefs and confufion of the night. Every 
Barbarian who met their fwords was inhu- 
manly mafiacred ; their widows and daugh- 
ters, as rich heirs, or beautifdl concubines, 
were embraced by the licentious foldiers ; 
and avarice itfelf was almoft fatkted with the 
treafiires of gold and filver, the accumulated 
fruits of conqueft or oeconomy in a long pe- 
riod of profperity and peace. In this frantic 
fearch, the troops even of Belifarius forgot 
their caution and rcfpeft. Intoxicated with 
hift and rapine, they explored in fmall parties, 
or alone, the adjacent fields, the woods, the 
rocks, and the caverns, that might poffibly 
conceal any defirable prize : laden with booty, 
they deferted their *ranks, " and wandered^ 
without a guide, on the high-road to Car- 
thage ; and if the flying enemieis had dared 
to retiuTi, very few of the conquerors would 
have efcaped. Deeply fenfible or the difgracd 
and danger, Belifarius pafled an apprehenfive 
night on the field of viftory j at the dawn of 
day, he planted his ftandard on a hill, re- 
called his guards and veterans, and gradually 
reftored the nxxlefty and obedience of the 
camp. It was equally the concern of the Ro- 
man general to fubdue the hoftile, and to 
fave tne proftrate Barbarian : and the iuppli- 
ant Vandals, who could be found only in 
churches, were proteded by his authority, 
difarmed, and ieparatdy confined, that they 

- might 
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might neither difturb the public peace, noi* . 
become the viftims of popular revenge. Af- 
ter difpatching a light detachment to tread 
the footfteps of Gelimer, he advanced with 
his whole army, about ten days march, as 
far as Hippo Regius, which no longer pof- 
feffed the relics of St. Auguftin (22). The 
feafon, and the certain intelligence that the 
. Vandal had fled to the inaccefliole country of 
the Moors, determined Beliiarius to relin- 
quilh the vain purfuit, and fix his winter- 
quarters at Carthage. From thence hedif- 
patched his principal lieutenant, to inform 
the emperor, .that, in the fpace of three 
months,, he had atchieved the conqueft of 
Africa. 
Conqueft of Bclifarius fpoke the language of truth. 
Afficaby xhe furviving Vandals yielded, without re- 
a!d!534, fiftance, their arms and their freedom : the 
neighbourhood of Carthage fubmitted to his 
pretence ; and the more diftant provinces 
were fucceffively fubdued by the report of his 
viftory. Tripoli was confirmed in her vo- 
luntary allegiance ; Sardinia and Corfica fiir- 
rendered to an officer, who carried, inftead 
of a fword, the head of the .valiant Zano ; 
and the ifles of Majprca, Minorca, and Yvica, 
confented to remain an humble appendage of 
the African kingdom. Caefarea, a royal city, 

which 

(11) The relics of St, Augnftin were carried by the African bx- 
Ihop&to their Sardinian exile (A. D. 500.) ; and it was believed iii 
the viiith century that Liutprand, king of the Lombirds, tranfport- 
cd them (A. D. ;72i.) from Sardinia to Pavia. In the year 1695, 
the Auguftin friars of that city founJ a brick arch, marble coffin, 
filvor cafe, (ilk wrapper, bones, blood. Sec. and perhaps an infcrip- 
. tion of Agoftino in Gothic letters. But this ufeful difcovery has 
.Ibeen difputed by reafon and jealoufy (Daronias, Annai. A. D. 725. 
Ko. z — 9. Xillemont, Mem. £cclef. torn. ziiL p. 944. Mootfaucon, 
Diarium ItaK p. a6— 30. Muratori, Antiq. Ital. Medii /Bvi torn. 
v< dilTert. hdii. p. 9. who had compof^d a feparate treatifc before the 
4ccree of the bi(h«p of Pavia, and Pope BenediA XIII.). 
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^^ch in loofer geography may be confound- 
ed with the modern Algiers, was fituated 
thirty days march to the weftward of Car- 
thage : by land, the road was infefted by the 
Moors ; but the fea was open, and the Ro- 
mans were now mafters of the fea. An ac- 
tive and difcreet tribune failed as far as th^ 
Streights where he occupied Septem or Ceuta 
(23), which rifes oppofite to Gibraltar on the 
African coaft : that remote place was after- 
wards adorned and fortified by Juilinian ; 
tod he feems to have indulged the vain ambi- 
tion of extencHig his empire to the columns 
of Hercules. He received the meflengers of 
victory at the time when he was preparing to 
publifh the pandeds of the Roman law ; and 
the devout or jealous emperor celebrated the 
divine goodnefs, and confefled in filence, the 
merit of his fuccefsful general (24). Impa- 
tient to aboliili the temporal and fpiritual ty- 
ranny of the Vandals, he proceeded without 
delay, to the full efkblifliment. of the Ca- 
tholic church. Her jurifdiaion, wealth, and 
immunities, perhaps the moft effcntial part of 
epifcopal religion, were reftored and amplified 
with a liberal hand ; the Arian worlhip was 
fuppreffed ; the Donatift meetings were pro- 
fcribed (25) ; and the fynod of Carthage, by 
Vol. VII. N the 

(13) T<t rnf iroXtniac irfOM/uM, it the cxpreffion of Procopius (dc 
Edific. 1. vi. c. 7.)* Ceata, which hat been defaced by the Fortu- 
gtttife, flooriibad in noblca and palacet, in agriculture and mauufac* 
tiires, under the more profperous reign of the Arabs (PAfrique de 
Marmol, torn. ii. p 236.)- 

(»4) Seethe fecond and third preambles to the Digeft, or Pan- 
deiSls, promulgated A. D. 533, December i6i To the titles of Fan- 
dalicus and ^ricanuty Juftiniau, or rather Belilarius, had acquired 
ajuft claim : Gotbicut was premature, and Franekut falfe and offen- 
iive to a great nation. 

(25) See the original a^ in Baronius (A. D. 535. No. 2x^5 4.\ 
The emperor applauds his own clemency to the heretics^ cuti fuffi- 
ciat eit tivere. 
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the voice of two hundred and fevefltdeli bf- 
ihops (2<S\ applauded the jtift meafure of pi- 
ous retsdiats^on. On fuch an bceafion^ it may 
not be prefiimtjd, that many orthodoi pre- 
lates 'Were abfeht ; but the comparative finaS* 
Hefe of their number, which in ancient coud« 
xih had been twice or even thrill multiplied, 
tnoft dearly indicates the decay of both the 
church and ftatfe. While Juftinian approved 
himfelf the defender of the faith, he enter- 
tained an ambitious hope, that his vi<a»riou& 
lieutenant woidd fpeedily en^wrge the narrow 
limits of his dominion to tne fpace which 
they occupied before the invafion of the 
Moors and Vandals ; and Bdifiirius was in- 
ftnicSfced to eftablifli fivt dukes or commanders 
in the convenient ftations of Tripcdi, Leptis, 
Cirta, Caefarea, and Sardinia, and to com* 
pute the ihilitary force of palatines or borderers 
that might be fufficient for the defence of 
Africa. The kingdom of the Vandals was 
not unworthy of tne prefence of a Praetoriaii 
prsefeft ; and four confulars, three prefidents. 
Were appointed to adminifter the feven pro- 
vinces under his dvil jurifdi\3:ion. The num- 
ber of their fubordinate officers, clerks, mef- 
lengers, oraffiftants, was minutely expreffed 5 
three hundred and ninety-fix for the prsefeft 
himfelf, fifty for each of his vicegerents ; and 
the rigid definition of their fees and falaries 
was more effeftual to confirm th^ right, than 
to prevent the abufe. Thefe magiftrates 
might b<2 bppreflive, But they were not idle : 

and 

(a6]'Dt!pia (Getkgraph. Sacra Africana, p. lix« ad Optat. Milev.) 
obftfves, and bewails this epifcopal decay. In the more profperous a^ 
of tike churolk, ift had fioticed 69b'bi(hcE{)rics ; but hb^K^ever minute 
were tlie diocefet, it Is not probable that they adl exiAed at the fehite 
tifne» 
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and the fiibtle queftions of juftice and reve«* 
niie were infinitely propagated under tkc 
new government, which profeffed to revive 
the freedom and equity of the Roman repub* 
lie. The conqueror was folidtous to ezad a 
prompt and j^entiful fupply from his African 
fiib^e^^s ; and he allowed them to claim, even 
in the third degree, and from the coUateral 
fine, the houfes and lands of which their fa« 
milies had been unjufUy defpoiled by the Van- 
dak. After the departure of Beiiiarius, who 
aded by an hi^ and fpecial conuniffion, no 
ordinary provinon was made for a mafter-^ 
general c3f the forces : but the office of Prae- 
torian praEfed: was intrufted to a (bldier ; the 
dvii and mflitary powers were united, ac- 
oordifig to the practice of Juftinian, in the 
chief governor; and the reprefentative of 
the emperor in Africa as well as in Italy, was 
foon diflinguiihed by the appellation of Ex- 
ardh (27). 

Yet the conqueft of Africa was imper-Diftrersand 
feft, tiH her former fovereign was ddi-ffi^;^ 
vcrcd, either alive or dead, into the hands a. d. 534 
of the Romans. Doubtful of the event, Z^-^ 
Gdxmer had given fecret orders that a 
port of his treafure fhould be tran^orted 
to Spain, where he hoped to find a fecure re- 
fiigc at the court of the king of the Vifigoths. 
But thefe intentions were xlmppointed by ac- 
cident, treachery, and the indefatigable pur- 
fuit of his enemies, who intercepted his flight 
from the fea-lhore, and chaced the unfortu- 
nate monarch, with fome Edthful followers, 
N 2 to 

{%0) The African lawtof JuiHonn are iUuftrated hfhu Oenouk 
biografihcr (Cod. 1. i. tit. 27. . Novell. 3^» i7r X^^* Vit« Ju^mitD. 
p. 349— 377.)- 
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to the inacceffible mountain of Piapua (28% 
in the inland country of Numidia. He wa$ 
immediately befieffed by Pharas, an officer 
whofe truth and K>briety were the more ap- 
plauded, as fuch qualities could be feldom 
found among the Heruli, the moft corrupt of 
the Barbarian tribes. To his vi^lance Beliik- 
rius had entrufted this important charge ; and, 
after a bold attempt to fcale the mountain, in 
which he loft an hundred and ten foldiers, 
Pharas expefted, during a winter fiege, the 
operation of diftrefs and famine on the mind 
of the Vandal king. From the fofteft habits 
of pleafure, from the unbounded command o£ 
induftry and wealth, he was reduced to fliare 
the poverty of the Moors (29), fupportable 
only to themfelves by their ignorance of a hap- 
pier condition. In their rude hovels, of mud 
and hurdles, which confined the fmoke and 
excluded the light, they promifcuoufly flept 
on the ground, perhaps on a fheep-Ikin, with 
their wives, their children, and their cattle. 
Sordid and fcanty were their garments ; the 
ufe of bread and wine was unknown ; and 
their oaten or barley cakes, imperfedly baked 
in the aflies, were devoured almoft in a crude 
ftate by the hungry favages. The health of 
Gelimer muft have funk under thefe ftrange 
and unwonted hardfliips, from whatfoever 
caufe they had been endured j but his a6hial 

mifery 

(lo) Mount Papua is placed by d'Anrillc (torn. iii. p. 92. and 
Tabul. Imp. Rom. Occident.) near Hippo Regius and thefca; yet 
rhis fituation ill agrees with the long purrult beyond Hippo, and the 
words of Procopius (1. ii. C. 4.), «y rot; Na/t*;?';*? gf^arcif. 

(49) Shaw (Travels, p. aio.) morf accarately reprcfents the man- 
ners of the Bedoweens and Kabyles, the laft of whom, by tlieir lan- 
gtagt, are the remnant of the Moors : yet how changed---how civi- 
lized are thcfc^mod^rn fav^g^sl^roviuoos are plenty among them, 
and bread is common. 
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mifery was embittered by the recollection of 
pafi greatnefs, the daily infolence of his pro* 
tedlors, and the juft apprehenfion, that the 
fight and venal Moors might be tempted to 
betray thp rights of hofpitality. The know» 
ledge of his fituation dictated the humane and 
friendly epiftle of Pharas. " Like yourfelf,** 
ikid the cluef of the Heruli, " I am an illite* 
^^ rate Barbarian, but I fpeak* the language of . 
*' plain fenfe, and an honeft heart. Why will 
** you perfift in h<^leis obftinacy ? Why will 
** you ruin yourlelf, your family, and nation? 
" The love of freedom and abhorrence of fla- 
** very ? Alas ! my deareft Gelimer, are you 
^* not already the worft of flaves, the flave of 
** the vile nation of the Moors? Would it not 
" be preferable to fuftain at Confiantinople a 
" life of poverty and fervitude, rather than to 
*' reign the undoubted monarch of the moun- 
^^ tain of Papua ? Do you think it a diigrace 
*' to be the fubjed of Juftinian? Bdifarius is 
" his fubjeft ; and we ourfelves, whofe birth 
^* is not inferior to^your own, "^ire not aiham-^ 
^' ed of pur pbedience to the Roman emperor. 
^* That generous prince will grant you a rich 
^* inheritance of lands, a place in the fenate, 
^ *' and the dignity of Patrician : fuch are his 
^' gracious intentions, and you may depend 
" with foil aJSurance on the word of BeUfari- 
^* us. So long as heaven has condemned us 
*' to fuffer, patience is a virtue ; but if we re* 
" jed the proffered deliverance, it degenerates 
^* into blin^ and ftupid delpair." "I am not 
*' inifenfible," replied the long of the Vandals, 
*' how kind and rational is your advice. But 
^* I cannot perfuade myfelf to become the flave 
^* pf an unjuft enemy, who has deferved my 

" implacable 
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^ implacable hatred. ISm I had never injured 
^ cither by word ot deed; yet he has feat 
^* againft me, I know not from whence, a 
^ certipin Belifarius, who has caft me bead- 
^ long from the throne into this abyfe of mife- 
^* ry. Juftinian is a man; he is a prince; 
^* does he not dread for himfelf a fimilar re- 
^ verfe of fortune ? I can write" no more : my 
** grief opprcffes me. Send me, I befeech you, 
^* my dear Pharas, fend me, a lyre ^30% a 
" fpunge, and a loaf of bread/' From the 
Vandal meffenger, Pharas was informed of 
the motives of this fingular requeft. It- was 
long firice the king of Africa had tafted bread; 
a defluxion had fallen on his eyes, the efieft 
<if fatigue or inceflant weq)ing ; and he wifli- 
ed to folace the nielaneholy hours, by finging 
to the lyre the fad fiory of his own misfbr- 
tiiriesl ' The Hum.anity of Pharas was moved ; 
he fent the thr^. extrawdinary gifts; but 
even hb huijiaraty prcMnpted him to redouble 
the vigilance of his guard, that he might foon- 
cr compel his prifbner to embrace a refolutlon 
advantageous to the Romans, but^utary to 
himfelf The obftinacy of Gdimer at length 
yielded to reafon and neceffity; the fblemh 
affurances of fafety and honourable treatment 
were ratified in .the emperor's name, by the 
ambaffador of BdBfarhis ; and the king of the 
Vandals defcendcd from the mountain. The 
firft public interview was in one of the fuburbs 
of Carthage ; and when the royal captive ac- 
cofted his concjueror, he burft into a fit of 

laughter. 

(30) By Procopfus St h ftyled a lyre; perhaps tarp wonld have 
been more DationaJ. The inftruments of mufic are thus difUDgiiiflied 

by Vcnancius Fortunatus : 

^manuique /yra tibi plavdat, Barbaru5 harfa. 
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hughter. The crowd might naturally bdicve, 
that extreme grief had deprived Gelimer of 
his, fenfes ; but in this mournful ftate, unfea-> 
fonaUe mirth infmuated to more intelligent 
obfervers, that the vain and traniitoiy fccnea 
of human greatnei^ are unworthy of ^ fi3riou3 
thought (31). 

Their contempt was foon juftified by a new ^^'^ »n^ 
example of a vulgar truth ; that flattery ^- b^S.^ 
heres to fipwer, and e:nvy to fi^perior merit, a. d. 53^ 
The chiefs of the Roman army prefumed tq ^^^^^ 
think themfelv^ th« rivals of an hero. Their 
private difpatches malicioufly affirmed, that 
the conqueror of Africa, ftrong in his reputa- 
tion and the public love, confpired tofe^t him- 
felf on the throne of the Vandals. JuiUnian 
Uftened with too patient an ear ; and hi^ fi- 
fence w^ the refult of jealoufy rather than of 
cQQ&l^ce. An honourable alternative, of 
rem^dning in the province, or of murning to 
the cf^tal, was indeed fubmitted to the dif- 
cretio» of Bdtfarius J but he wifely conduded 
fpona intcsrcepted lettara, and the knowledge 
of his fovereign's twiper, that be muft cither 
r^eiign bis head, ereft his ftandard, or confound 
his enemies by his prefoace and fubmiflion. In- 
nocenoi and courage decided his choice : his 
guards, captives, and treafures, were diligent- 
ly embarked ; and fo profperous was the navi- 
gpiion, that his iirriv^ at Conftantinople pre- ^ 
ceded any certain account of his departure 
fyom the port of Carthage. Such unfu^ed- 
Sng loyalty removed the apprehenfions of Juf- 

tinian : 

(31) Hcrodottjs cUgantly <iefcnl>w the ftr?nge effefisof grief in 
apothc^r royal ca(itiY.c, Pfunmetichus of Egypt, who wept at the lef- 
ft?r, 4ii<l v^^s iilent ^t tbsgreateft o/ his calamities (1. iii. c. 1 4.)- It^ 
the interview of Paplus i^milius and Perfeas, Belifarius might ftudy 
hi^part : but it is probable that he never read either Livy or Plu- 
tar^ ; and it it certain that his generoHty did not need a tutor. 
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tinian: envy was lilenced and inflamed by 
the public gratitude; and the third Afti- 
canus obtained the honours of a triumph^ a 
ceremony which the dty of G^nfiantine had 
never feen, and which ancient Rome, fince. 
the reign of Tiberius, had referved for the 
aufpicious arms of the Caefars Qi). From the 
palace of Belifarius, the procemon was conduc- 
ted through the principal ftreets to the hippo- 
drome ; and this memorable day feemed to 
avenge the injuries of Genferic, and to expi- 
ate the fliame of the Romans. The wealth 
of nations was difplayed, the trophies of mar- 
tial or effeminate luxury : rich armour, gol- 
den thrones, and the chariots of ftate which 
had been ufed by the Vandal queen ; the maf- 
fy furniture of the royal banquet, the fplen- 
dour of precious ftones, the elegant forms of 
ftatues and yafes, the more fubftantial trea- 
ftire of gold, and the holy veffels of the Jew- 
ifti temple, which, after their long peregri- 
nation, were refpeftfully depofited in the 
Ghriftian church of J^rufalem. A long train 
of the nobleft Vandals reluftantly expofed 
their lofty ftature and manly countenance. 
Gelimer llowly advanced : he was clad in a 
purple robe, and ftill maintained the majefty 
of a king. Not a tear efcaped from his eyes, 
not a figh was heard; but his pride or piety 
derived fome fecret confolation from, the words 
\ of Solomon (33), which he repeatedly pro- 
nounced, 

(:?2) After the title of imperater had loft the old aiilitary fcnfc, and 
tlie Roman aufpkes were aboHfhed by Chriftianity (fee l«a Bleterie, 
Mem. de TAcademie, torn. xxi. p. ^oa^—sja.), a triumph might be 
)(iven' with lefs incoofifteccy to a private genera/. 
- (33) If the Ecclefiaftesbe truly a work of S«Jomon, and not, like 
PriDr's poem, a pious and moral compofitiou of more recent timety 
in his name, and on the fubjedl of his repc;>tance. The latter it the 
Opinion oltiie learned and free-fpirited Grotius (Opp, Theolog.tom. 
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nounced, vanity! vanity! all is vanity I 
Infiead of afcending a triumphal car drawn 
by four horfes or elephants, the modeft con- 
queror marched on foot at the head of his 
brave companions : his prudence might de- 
dine an honour too confpicuous for a fubjed ; 
and his magnanimity might juftly difdain 
what had been fo often fulhed by the vileft of 
tyrants. The glorious proceflion entered the 
gate of the hippodrome ; was faluted by the 
acclamations of the fenate and people; and 
halted before the throne where Juftinian and 
Theodora were feated to receive the homage 
of the captive monarch and the vidorious 
hero. They both performed the cuftomary 
adoration ; and falling proftrate; on the ground 
re^ftfully touched the footftool of a prince 
who had not unfheathed his fword, and of a 
proflitute, who had .danced on the theatre : 
(ome gentle violence was ufed to bend the 
ftubborn fpirit of the grandfon of Genferic ; 
and however trained to fervitude, the genius 
of Beliiarius muft have fecretly rebelled. He His foic ' 
was immediately declared conful for the enfu- 5?°?;^*'f; 

*• 111 r t • • .• A. U. 535, 

mg year, and the day or his inauguration re- January 1. 
fembled the pomp of a fecond triumph : his 
curule chair was borne aloft on the Ihoulders 
of the captive Vandals ; and the fpoils of war, 
gold cups, and rich girdles, were profufely . 
tcattored among the populace. 

But the pureft reward of Belifarius was in ^"^ *^^«- 
the faithful execution of a treaty for which th!2 v^. 
his honour had been pledged to the king of <^*^»- 
the Vandals. The religious fcruples of Geli- 

mer, 

i«p. .35^.) • and indeed the Ecclefiaftes and Proverbs difplay a larger 
compafs of thought and experience than feem to belong either to a 
J^woraking. 
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mcr, who adhered to the Arian hcrefy, 
were incompatible with the dignity of fenator 
or patrician : but he received from the empe- 
ror an ample eflate in the province of Galatia, 
where the abdicated monarch retired with his 
family and friends, to a life of peace, of afflu- 
ence, and perhaps of content (34). The 
daughters of Hilderic were entertained with 
the re^ftful tenderaefs due to their age and 
misfortune; and Juftinian and Theodora ac- 
cepted the honour of educating and enriching 
the female defcendants of the great Theodo- 
fius. The braveft of the Vandal youth were 
diftributed into five fquadrons of cavsdry, 
which adc^ted the name of their benefaftor, 
and fupported in the Perfian wars the gl&ry of 
their anceftors. But thefe rare exceptions, 
the reward of birth or valour, are inefficient 
to explain the fate of a nation, whofe num- 
bers, before a ftiort and Moodlefs war, amoun- 
ted to more than fix hundred thoufand pw- 
fons. After the exile of their Idng and no- 
bles,, the fervile crowd might purchafe their 
fafety, by abjuring their charadler, rdigion, 
atid language ; and their degenerate ppfterity 
would be infenfibly mingled with the common 
herd of African fubjc<9:s- Yet even in the 
prefent age, and in the heart of the Moorifli 
- tribes, a curious traveller has difcovered the 
white complexion and long flaxen hair of a nor- 
thern race (35); and it was formerly believed, 
that the boldeft of the Vandals fled beyond 

thp 

(34) In the Etlifaire of Marmonte!, the king and the conqueror 
of rvj'ricameet, fap, and convtrfc, without rccoUeding each other. 
It isfurcly a f.iiilt of that romance, that not only the hero, but all to 
Whom he hnd been fo conlpicuoufly known, appear to have loft their 
eyes or their memory. , 

(35) Shaw, p. 59. Yet fincc Procipius (1. ii. c. i.%) fpeaks of* 
people of mount Atla:;, as already diftinguilhed by white k>dies and 
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the power, or even the knowledge, of 
the Romans, to enjoy their folitary freedom 
on the Ihores of the Adantic ocean (36), 
Africa had been their empire, it became 
their prifon; nor could they entertain an 
hope, or even a wifli, of returning to the 
banks of the Elbe, where their brethren, of a 
fpirit lefs adventurous, ftill wandered in their 
aative forefts. It was impoffible for cowards 
tofurmount the barriers of unknown feas and 
hoftile Barbarians : it was impoflible for brave 
men to expofe their nakednels and defeat be- 
fore the ^es of their countrymen, to defcribe 
the kingdoms which they had loft, and to 
daim a ihare of the humble inheritance, 
which, in a happier hour, they had almoft 
unanimoufly renounced (37). In the country 
between the Elbe and the Oder, feveral popu- 
lous villages of Luiatia are inhabited by the 
Vandals: they ftiH pref«rve their language, 
their cufioms, and tne purity of their blood ; 
fupport, with fome impatience, the Saxon, or 
Fruffian yoke ; and ferve with fecret and vo- 
luntary allegiance, the defcendaiit of their an- 
cient kings, who in his garb and prefent for- 
tune is confounded with the meaneft of hi^ 

vaflals 



yellow hair, the phenomenon (which is like wife ▼iiible in the Andes 
of Peru, Baffbn. tern. iii. p. 504.) may naturally he afcribed Co the 
devaaon of the g^roupid and the temperature of the air. 

(36) The geographer of Ravenna (I. iii. c. xi, p. i*g, 130^ 131; 
Paris, x688. ) defcribes the Mauritania Gadltam (oppofite to Cadiz)* 
uhi^ens Vaiidalorum, a Belifario devidi in Africl, fugit, et nun- 
quam comparuit. 

(37) A fingle voice had protcftcd, and Genferic difmiffed, without 
a formal anfwer, the Vandals of Germany : butthofe of Africa de- 
rided his prudtQce, and a/fe^ed to deijpile the poverty of their forefU 
(Procopius, Vandal. 1. i. c. S2.;. 



i88 THE DECLINE AND FALt 

vaflals (38), The name and fituation of this 

unhappy people might indicate their defcent 

• from one common ftock with the conquerors 

of Africa, But the ufe of a Sclavonian diale<3: 

more clearly reprefents them as the laft rem-^ 

nant of the new colonies, who fucceeded to 

the genuine Vandals, already fcattered or dc^ 

ftroyed in the age of Procopius (39). 

ManncTi If BeUiarius had been tempted to hefitate in 

Sf**thf ^ his allegiance, he might have urged, even 

Moon, againft the emperor himfelf, the indifpenfable 

A. D, S2S- duty of {aving Africa from ai> .enemy more 

barbarous than the Vandals* The origin of 

the Moors is involved in darknefs : th|?y wera 

ignorant of the ufe of letters (40). Their 

limits cannot be precifely define^ : a boundleis 

continent was open to the J-ibyan fhepherds ; 

the change of feafons and paftures regulated 

their mptions ; and their rude huts and flen-f 

der furniture were tranfported with the fame 

eafe as their arms, their families, and their 

cattle, which confifted of flieep, oxen, and 

camek (41). Puring the vigour of the Ror 

man 

(38) From the month of the |frcit eleAor (In 16^7^, ToIHus d^ 
icrihes the fecret royalty and relielHoos (pirit ef the Vandals of Brau* 
denbnrgh, who could mufter five or fix thoufand foldlers who had 
procured forac cannon. &c. (Itinerar. Hnngar. p, 41, apud Dubos^ 
Hilh dc la Monarchic Franjoifc, torn. i. p. I i>2, 183.). Thcvcraci^ 
t7, not of the ele<5lor, but of Tollius himfelf, may juftly be fuf- 
pcdcd. 

( 39 ) Procopius (1. i, c. za.) was in total darknefs— v^c /mvis/c^h tc; vSi 
cvofAA e? ifjLg o-tuX^rai, Under the reigu of Dagobert (A, U, 630.)» 
the Sclavonian tribes of the Sorbl and Venedi already bordered on 
Thuringia (Mufcou, Hift. of tlie Germans, xv. 3, 4, 5.). 

' (40) Salhift re>>rcfents the Moors as a remnant of the army of He- 
racles (deBell Jugurth. c. ai.), and Procopius (Vandal, 1, ii. c. 10.) 
as the pofterity of the Canana^ans who fled from the robber Jofhua 
(Xnric)- He quotes two columns, with a Phoenician infcription, I 
believe in the columnj — 1 doubt the inlcriptlon— -and I rejcA thj 
pedigree. 

(41) Virgil (Ocorg'C. ii. 339-) and P»niponius Mela (i. 8.) de- 
fcribc the wandering life of the African fhepherds, fimilar to that of 
y the Arabs and Tartars ; and Shaw (p. 122.) is the beft commentator o» 
the poet and the geographer. 
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man power, they obferved a refpeftfiil dif- 
tance from Carthage and the fea-fiiore ; tinder 
the feeble reign of the Vandals, they invaded 
the cities of Numidia, occupied the fea-coaft 
from Tangier to Caefarea, and pitched their 
camps, with impunity, in the fertile province 
of Byzacium. The formidable ftrength and 
artful conduft of Belifarius fecured the neu- 
trality of the Moorifli princes, whofe vanity 
afpired to receive, in the emperor's name, the- 
enfigns of their regal dignity (42). They 
were aftoniflied by the rapid event, and trem- 
bled in the prefence of their conqueror. But 
his approaching departure foon relieved the 
apprehenfions of a favage and fuperftitious 
people ; the number of their wives allowed 
them to difregard the fafety of their infant 
hoftages ; and when the Roman general hoift- 
ed fail in the port of Carthage, he heard the 
cries, and almoft beheld the flames, of the de- 
folated province. Yet he perfifted in his refo- 
iution ; and leaving only a part of his guards to 
reinforce the feeble garrifons, he entrufted the 
command of Africa to the eunuch Solomon 
(43), who proved himfelf not unworthy to be 
the fucceflfor of Belifarius. In the firft invafi- 
on, fome detachments, with two officers of 
merit, were furprifed and intercepted; but 
Solomon fpeedily affembled his troops, march- 
ed 

(4a) The cuftomtry gifts were a fceptre, a crowp or cap, a white 
doak, a figured tunic and ihoeg, all adorned with gold and (ilver ; 
Dor were thefe precious metals lefs acceptable in the ihape of coin 
(Procop.VandalJ. i. c. 25.). 

(43) Sec the African government and warfare of Solomon, in 
Procopius (Vandal. 1. ii. c. 10, 11, 12, 13, 19, ao.). Hewasre* 
called, and again reftored ; and his laft vidory datc& in the xiiith 
year of JulUnian (A, D..539.). An accident in his childhood had 
rendered him an eunuch (1. iic. 11.): the other Roman generals 
were amply furniihed with beards, Trojywoi nn'n'Ka.fxtm (1; ii. 
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ed from Carthage into the heart of the coun^ 
try, and in two great battles deftroyed fixty 
thouland of the Barbarians. The Moors de- 
pended on their multitude, their fwiftnefe, 
and their inacceflible mountains ; and the af- 
ped and fmell of their camels are laid to have 
, produced fome confufion in the Roman caval-r 
ry (44). But as foon as they were command- 
ed to difmount, they derided this contempti- 
ble obftade : as foon as the columns afcended 
the hills, the naked anddiforderly crowd was 
dazzled by glittering arms and regular evolu- 
tions ; and the menace of their fenmle pro- 
phets was repeatedly fulfilled, that the Moors 
ihould be difcomfited by a heardkfs antagoniiL 
The viftorious eunuch advanced thirteen days 
journey from Carthage, to befiege mount 
Aurafius (45), the citadel^ and at the fame 
time the garden of Numidia, That range of 
hills, a branch of the great Atlas, contains 
within a circumfisrence of one hundred and 
twenty miles, a rare variety of foil and cli* 
mate; the intermediate vallies and elevated 
plains abound with ri<ji paAures, perpetual 
ftreams, and fruits of a delicious tafte and un-r 
common magnitude. This fair folitude is de* 
corated with the ruins of Lambefa, a Roman 
city once the feat of a Je^on, and the refidence 
of forty thoufand inhabitants. The Ionic 
temple of ^fculapius is encompaffed with 

Moorilh 

(41) Thi'g natural antij«ithy of the horfe for the camel, is affirmed 
by the aneients (Xenophon. Cyropsd. 1. vi. p. 438. 1 viL p. 4S3. 
492. edit. HutchinfoD. Pol^yxn. Stratagem, vii. 6. Plin. Hift. Nat. 
irjii. %6. ^liahde Natur. Animal. 1. iii. c. 7.); but it is difprovecl 
by daily experieftce, and derided by the bcft judges, the Oricnbdi 
(Voyage o'Olearius, p. 553.)- 

(45 y Procopius 18 the firft who defcri'bes mount Aurafius (VandaL 
1. ii. c. 13. De Edific. 1. vi. c. 7/). He may be compared with 
Leo Africanus (dell Africa, parte v. in Ramufio, torn. i. io\^ 77* 
redo.j, Marmol (torn. ii. p. 430.), and Shaw (p. 56—5^.). 
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Mcodih huts ; and the cattle now ^aze in the 
midft of an amphitheatre, tinder the ihade of 
Crorilithiaxi columns. A iharp perpendicular 
rock rifes above the level of the mountain^ 
where the African princes depofited their vnvcs 
and treafufe ; and a proverb is familiar to the 
Arabs, that the man may eat fire, who dares 
to attack the craggy difis and inhofpitable na- 
tives of mount Auraiius. This hardy entep- 
priae was twice attempted by the eunuch So- 
lomon : from the firft, he retreated with fome 
difgrace ; and in the fecond, his patience and 
provifions were alratoft exhaufied ; and he 
&&&, a^n have retired, if he had not yield- 
ed to Sie impetuous courage of his troops, 
who audadoufty fcaled, to the aftonilhment 
crfthe Moors, the mountain, the hoftile camp, 
and the fiimmit of the Geminian rock. Ad- 
tadd was ereded to fecure this important con- 
queft, and to remind the Barbarians of their 
defeat : and as Solomon purfued his march to 
the weft, the long-loft province of Mauritani- 
an Sitifi was again annexed to the Roman 
empire. The Moorifti war continued feveral 
years s^r the departure of Bdifarius ; but 
the laurds which he refigned to a faithful 
lieutenant, may be juftly afcribed to his own 
triumph. 

Tlie experience of paft faults, which i^^iy ^^^^jJ^^^t 
ibmetimes corred the mature age of an indi- goths! 
vidual, is leMom profitable to the fucceffive 
generations of mankind. The nations of an- 
tiquity, carelefs of each other's fafety, were 
feparately vanquiflied and enflavedby the Ro- 
mans. This awful leffon might have inftnift- 
ed the Barbarians of the W^ to oppofe, with 
timdy counfcls and confederate arms, the 

unbounded 
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unbounded ambition of Juftinian, Yet th^ 
fame error was repeated, the fame confe* 
quences were felt, and the Goths, both of 
Italy and Spain, infenfible of their approach- 
ing dancer, beheld with indifference, and 
even with joy, the rapid downfal of the Van- 
dals. After the feilure of the royal line, 
Theudes, a valiant and powerful chief, afcend- 
cd the throne of Spain, which he had for- 
merly adminiftered m the name of Thcodo^ 
ric and his infant graridfon. Under his com- 
mand, the Vifigoths befieged the fortrefs of 
Ceuta on the African coaft : but, while they 
fpent the fabbath-day in peace and devotion^ 
the pious fecurity of their camp was invaded 
by a fally from the town ; and the king llim- 
felf, with fome difficulty and danger, efcaped 
from the hands of a facrilegious enemy (46), 
It was not long before his pride and refent-^ 
ment were gratified by a fuppliant embaffy 
from the unfortunate Gelimer, who implor- 
ed, in his diftrefs, the aid of the Spanifh mo^ 
narch. But infiead of facrificing thefe un* 
worthy paffions to the diftates ot generofity 
and prudence, Theudes amufed the ambafla- 
dors, till he was fecretly informed of the loli 
of Carthage, and then difmiffed thenv with 
obfcure and contemptuous advice, to feek in 
their native country a true knowledge of the 
CoDquctts ftate of the Vandals (47). The long continu- 
maJ^ln^**" aucc of the Italian war delayed the punifh- 
spain, ment of the Vifigoths ; and the eyes of 
$so^2o. Theudes 

(46) Ifidor. Chron. p. yaa. edit. Grot. Mariana, Hift. Hifpan. 
1. T. c. 8 p. 173. Yet, according to Ifidore, the ficgc of Ceuta, 
and the death of Theudes, happened, A. /R. H. 586. A. D. 54S. 
and tlie place was defended, not by the Vandals, but by the Rcv- 
nian«. 

(47} Procopius, Vandal. 1. i. c. 24. 
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Theudes were clofed before they tailed the 
fruits of his mifbken policy. After his 
deaths the fceptre of Spain was diQ>uted by a 
<avil war. The weaker candidate folicited the 
protection of Juftinian, and ambitioufly fub- 
fcribed a treaty of sdliance which deeply 
wounded the independence and happinefs of 
his country. Several cities, both on the 
ocean and the Mediterranean, were ceded to 
the Roman troops, who afterwards refufed 
to evacuate thofe pledges, as it fhould feem, 
jQther of fidety or payment; and as thev 
were fortified by perpetual lupplies from Afri- 
ca, they maintained their impregnable fta« 
tions, for the mifchievous purpofe of inflam- 
ing the civil and religious fa£tions of the Bar- 
liarians. Seventy years elapfed before this 

n* iful thorn could be extirpated from the 
3m of the monarchy ; and as long as the 
emperors retained any fliare of thefe remote 
ana ufelefs pofleflions, their vanity might 
number Spsdn in the lift of their provinces, 
and the fucceflbrs of Alaric in the rank of 
their vaflals (48). 

The error of the Goths who reigned in ^^^ 
Italy, was lefs excu&ble than that of their Spa- thc^So- 
nifli brethren, and their punifliment was ftill gj*»of 
more immediate and terrible. From a mo- a. 0.5^4, 
tive of private revenge, they enabled their 
moft dangerous enemy to deftroy their moft 
valuable ally. A fitter of the great Theodoric 
had been given in marriage to Thrafimond the 

Vol. VIL O African 



j(48) See the original Chronicle of Ifidors, and the vth and vith 
^ooks of the Hidory of Spain by Mariana. The Romans were 
finally ezpcUed by Suintila kin^ of the Vifigoths (A. D. 6iJi--*6a6^), 
9Ufir cfteir je-umoB to the Catholic chwcb. 
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African king (49) : on this occafion, tne fiSf- 
tref^ of Lilybium (col in Sicily was relfeied 
to the Vandals ; and the princas AmaKoridfa 
was attended by a martial train of one tfeou- 
fandhoble, and five thoufand Oof hie feldiers, 
who fignalized their valour in tfip IVtoofifh 
wars. Their merit wa3 over-fated by them- 
ielves^ and perhaps neglefted by £he Vandals : 
they viewed the country with envy, ana tht 
conquerors with difdain j but their real or 
fiditious conlpiracy was pi^evehted by a inal!^ 
facre ; the Goths wef6 opprefled, and . ffie 
captivity of Amalafrida was foon followed by 
her iecret and fufpicious death* I'he elo- 
quent pen of Caflfodorius was employed to fe- 
proach the Vandal court with the cruel fio- 
lation of every fociaf and puhlic dufy | tUxt 
the vengeance which he threatened in thfc 
name ofTiis foverexgni might be derided with 
impunity,- as long as Africa was proteC^d by 
the fea, and the GotKs were deftitute. of a na- 
vy, in the blind impotence of grJelf a«d in- 
dignation, they joyfiniy ifaluted the approach 
of the Romans, entertained the. fleet of .feli- 
farius in the ports ot Sicily, and w^re Ipeedily 
delighted or alarmed by the furpfifing intelli- 
gence, .that their revenge was executed be- 
yond the meafuire of their hopes, or perhaps 
.©I" their wlfiies* To their .frieridfliip the em- 
peror was indebted for the kingdom of Africa, 
?ind the Goths nught reafohably think, that 

they 

(49) See the marriage aod fate of Amalafrida in Procopius )Van- 
^al. I. i. c. 8, Q.), and in Caffiodorius (Var. ix. I.) the cxpoAulation 
of hcf roy£l brother. Compare like#ifc tlic Chronicle of 'V^ftor 
Tuhntincnfis. 

(^c ) Lilybaeum wasbixik by the Carthaginian*, btyiHp. xcV. 4, ; 
and in the firft Punic wak*, aftroVti^ihuAtioA, and ekteltelit h&ibottir, 
rcBilercd that place an important objed to both nations. 
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thfj were entitled to rdfinpe the pofleffion of 
afaarrea reck, fo recently iepsM?ated z$ a nup- 
tial gift from, tlk; iikuid if£ Sicily. They were 
&om undeceived by th^ haughty maxulate of 
Bdiferios, wfaidi excited their tardy and una- 
vaSiog v^^eataaice. ^^ The city and promon* 
*^ l>ory of LUybsettiQ, £ud the Roxoan general. 
*^ belonged to the Vandals^ and I claim them 
^^ by the ri§ht of ooi^ueflu Your fubnuflion 
^ naay d^i^rvc the fi^youir of the en;iperor ; 
^ fGQX obftinacy vnjl provoke his difpleafure^ . 
<< and siuft kindle a war, that can terminate 
^^ only i<i your utt^ ruia. If youcovnpelusto 
^^ tafeeupa^ms^ we fliall covitend, not to re- 
^^ rata the pofleflaon^ a fin^e city, but to 
^ oqprive you of aU the provinces which 
^ yon uapfily with-hold from their law- 
^ &A &v^^iak*^' A nation of two hun» 
drcd thou&nd foldii^s ^^^^ ^^^ fmiled at 
^ vain 9ieii9iee X3if Tvfiiawpi and his lieute- 
Bant : but a fpint ^ot di&ord and difa£S?dion 
ffcv^Sicd in It^ly, srhI the doths fuj^ported, 
with rchi^WMi Aa iiuli|pity of a frma}e 

Thelwthaf Almh(f99thl^ the regent andoovtm- 
ijucfippf Italy (|a% waited the two ipoft U- S^^f 
^ftri^w f amiHas o£ ^ B vlH^ang. Her mo- AmaWon. 
a^r, xkt fiiW of qi9vi^, was defcended from '^\^^ 
^ }<»lg*h9lred Mags of t^ M^^W^ ^^^ 
Q ^ (SS)} ^^ 



{$ZJ Comptre f9ic<liffcreut|»afEiges of Procopius (Vandal. 1. li. c. 

'5. Gothic. Luc. 3.). , ^ . i. « 

(5a) For the reign and cbaraAerof Amalafontha, fee Procopms 
{G^thir. Lie. a, J, 4, and Aneedpt. p. 16. Tvith tfic Notes of Ale- 
Ai^pam), QaJE^odfxm (Var. riii. ix, x, and ai. ij and Jornandci 
^/k JiUbiitOctioia, c ^p, ^nji ^? Slw:c?ffu>nc R^goocum, VD Muta- 
4Kri» tflfla.i«jp^94l*)f 
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A. D. (53); and the regal fucceffion of the Anudi 
5a>-5 34. ^j^ aiuftrated in the eleventh generation, by 
her father, the great Theodoric, whofe merit 
might have ennobled a plebeian origin. The 
fex of his daughter excluded her from the 
Gothic throne ; but his vigilant tendernefe for 
his family and his people difcovered^ the liaft 
heir of the royal line, whofe anceftors had ta- 
ken refuge in Spain ; and the fortunate Eu- 
tharic was fuddenly exalted to the rank erf a 
conful and a prince. He enjoyed only a ihort 
time the charms of Amalafontha, and the 
hopes of the fucceffion } and his widow, after 
the death of her hulband and father, was left 
the guardian of her fon Athalaric, and the 
kingdom of Italy. At the age of about 
twenty-eight years, the endowments of her 
mind and perfon had attained their pcrfe6l ma- 
turity. Her beautyj which, in the apprdien- 
fion of Theodora herfelf,. might have <^^uted 
the conqueftof an emperor, was animafcdby 
manly lenfe, aftivity, and relrdution. Educa- 
tion and experience had cultivated her talents ; 
her philofophic fhidies were exempt from va- 
nity ; and, though fhe expreffed herfelf with 
equal elegance and eafe in the Greek, the La- 
tin, and the Gothic tongue, the daughter of 
Theodoric maintained in her counfds a dit 
preet and impenetrable filence. By a. faithful 
imitation of the virtues, flie revived the prot 
perity, of his reign : while fhe ftrove, with 
pious care, to expiate the faults, and to obli- 
terate 

(53) The marriage of Thcodorici»ith Audcflcda, the Cfter of 
Clovis, may be placed in the year 495, foon after the conqneft of 
Italy dc Buat, Hitt. des Peuples, torn. ix. p. 113.). The nuptials 
of Futharic and Amalafontha were celebrated in JI5 (Caflbdor. lA 
c:hron.p. 453')» * 
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terate the darker memory of his declining age. 
The children of Boethius and Symmachus 
were reftored to their paternal inheritance : 
her extreme lenity never confented to infllA 
any corporal or pecuniary penalties on the Ro- 
man fubjefts ; and flie generoufly defpifed the 
clamours of the Goths, who, at the end of 
forty years, ftill confidered the people of Italy 
as their flaves or their enemies. Her falutary 
meafures were directed by the wifdom, and 
celebrated by the eloquence of Caffiodorius ; 
flie folicited and deferred the friendihip of the 
emperor ; and the kingdoms of Europe ref- 
pe^ed, both in peace and war, the majefty of 
the Gothic throne. But the Aiture happine& 
of the queen and of Italy depended on the 
education of her fon ; who was deftined by 
his birth, to fupport tlxe different and almoft 
incompatible charaders of the chief of a Bar- 
barian camp, and the firft magiftrate of a ci- 
vilized nation. From the age of ten years 
(54), Athalaric was diligentfy inflxuded in 
the arts and fciences, either ufeful or orna- 
mental for a Roman prince ; and three vene- 
rable Goths were chofen to inftil the prindples 
of honour and virtue into the mind of their 
young king. But the pupil who is infenfible 
of the benefits, muft abhor the reftraints, of 
education ; and the folicitude of the queen, 
which aflfeftion rendered anxious and ievere, 
offended the untraftable nature of her fon and 
his fubjefts. On a folemn feftival^ when the 
Goths were affembled in the palace of Raven- 
na, . 

(54) At the death of Theodork, his grandfon Athalaric isdefcrlb- 
ed by Procopius as a boy about eight years old — oxt» yfyn»t btu. 
Cafflodorius, with authority and reafoii, advU two years to his age— ^ 
infa^ittthmi adbac vix deceanem. 
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nsLj the royal yoinh €fi:aq)ed from ^s motheir^$ 
i^rtment, said, with te»rs of prkb and an« 
^r, complaifned of a blow whidi his fiubborn 
difobe^Hce had provoked her to mffi^ The 
l^urbariafis refented the indigmty whkh had 
been oSered to their king, accufed the regent 
-of eonfpiring agsliiift his fife and crown ; and 
imperioafly demanded, that the grandfon of 
Theodoric fhould be refcued from the dafiard- 
ly dkcip^ine of women and pedants, and edu- 
cated, ly^e a valiant Groth, in the fociety of 
his equate, and the glorious igtiorance of his 
anceftcMTs. To this rude damour, importn- 
nately urged as -the Toice of the nsttion, Ama- 
hfontha was compelled to yield her reofon, and 
the deareft wilhes of her heart. The king of 
Italy was abandoned to wine, to women, and 
to ruftic fperts; mkI the incfifereet contempt 
of the TOigrateftiJ youth, betrayed the mifchie- 
vous ddignsi^his&vouritesandher enemies. 
Encompaflcdwith domeftfc foes, fiie entered 
into a ftfcret negociation with the emperor^ 
JuftiniJln ; obtained the aflurance cf a friendly 
reception, and had aftusd^depofitedatDyra- 
chiuni in Epirus, a treafure w forty thouiand 
pounds of gold. Ms^py wotild it liave been 
for her fame and iifety, ifftte had catedy re- 
tired from barbarous feftion, to the peace and 
!^lendour of Conftantihople. But t^ mind of 
Amalafontha was inflamed by anibition and 
revenge ; and whfle h» flteps ky at anchor in 
the port, fee waited for the fuccefs of a crime 
whieh herpstfions exeiifcd er s^plauded as an 
aft of juftice. Three of the moft dangerousf 
malecontents had been feparately removed, 
under the pretence of trufl: tod command, to 
-fhe'frenticrs of Italy : ^stjf were affitffinated 

by 
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by her private .emifliries ; and the l?lood jof 
thefe noble Goths rendered the qu^n-mo- 
ther abfqlute in the court of Ravenna, and 
ju^ odious to ^ free people. But ijF flie had 
lanxented the difprders of her fon, fhe foon 
wept his irreparable lofs ; and the death of 
Athalaric^ ,who, at the age of fixteen, )vas 
confumed by premature intemperance, left 
iter delUtute of any firm fvippbrt or legal authd- 
rity. Inftead of nibmittirigto the laws of her 
country, which Ijeld^s a fundamental maxim, 
that the fucceflion qould never pafs from 
the lance to the diftaff, thed^^ughter of Theo- 
doric conceived the impra<5licahie defign of 
fliaring, with one of her coufips, the regal 
title, and of referyiijg in her own hands the 
fubftance of fuprenie ppwer. He received 
the propolal with profound refpe^ an^ affeft- 
ed^gratitude ; ^n4 the eloquent Caffiodoriu5 
anpounced to the fenate and the emperor, that 
Amaiafontha and Theodatus had alcended the 
throne of Italy. His birth (for his mother was 
tlje ^fifter of ^^odoric) might be copfidere^ 
s^an imperifeft title ; and the choice i)f Ami- 
iafpntiiajfxras .moye ftrongly dire^d b^ her 
contempt of his avarice' and pufiliammity, 
wihich had deprived him of the love of tne 
Italians, and the efteem of the Barbarians. 
3ut ^eodatus was exafperated by the cop- 
tempt which he defen«d : ^ her juftice iad rc- 
preffed and reproached the oppreflion which 
ne cxerdfed againft his Tufcan neighbours ; 
^9d. jlxe prwcip^l Gpths, VPi^^f* ^^Y cpxnmon 
oiiit andxeientment, conspired to initigatebiis 
Sow and timid d^:^ofitipn. The letters of Her exile 
xongratukdoa wer^ fcarcely difpatclied^ tefore a.^d*735, 
the queen of Italyy^as imprifdned in.a Im 

' ^ ifland 
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ifland of the lake of BoUena (55), where, af- 
ter a fliort confinement, flie was firangled in 
the bath, by the order, or with the conni- 
vance of the new king, who inftrufted his 
turbulent fubjeds to {hed the blood of their 
fovereigns. 
BeUfarins Juftinian behdd with joy the diflenfions of 
invades and the Goths ; and the mediation of an ally con- 
si^yf* cealed and promoted the ambitious views of 
A.D.535, the conqueror. His ambafladors, in their 
^^' ^'* public audience, demanded the fortrefs of Li- 
lybaeum, ten Barbarian fu^tives, and a juft 
compenfation for the pillage of a fmall town 
on the niyrian borders ; but they fecretly ne- 
gociated withTheodatus to betray the province 
of Tufcany, and tempted Amalafontha to ex- 
tricate herfelf from danger and perplexity, by 
a free furrendei* of the kingdom of Italy. A 
falfe and fervile epiftle was fubfcribed by the 
reluctant hand of the captive queen ; but the 
confeilion of the Roman fenators, who were 
fent to Conftantinople, revealed the truth of 
her deplorable fituation ; and Juftinian, by the 
voice of a new ambaflador, moft powerfully 
interceded for her life and Hberty. Yet the fe- 
cret inftruftions of the lame minifter were 
adapted to ferve the cruel jealoufy of Theodo- 
ra, who dreaded the prefence and fuperior 
charms of a rival : he prompted, with artful 
and ambiguous hints, the execution of a crime 

fo 

(5 5) The lake, from the neighbouring towns ef Etrnria, wasftjr- 
led either Vulfinienfin (now of Bolfeaa or Tarquinienfis. It is fuv 
. . rounded with white rocks, and ftored with filh and wild fowl. The 

youager Pliny (Epift. il q6.) celebrates two woody ifiands that 
fioatea on its waters : if a fable, how credulons the ancients !— if a 
fad, how cdrelefs the modenis! Yet, fince Pliny, the ifland may 
, have been fixed by new and gradual acccfliobs. 
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fo ufcful to the Romans (^$6) ; received the 
intelligence of her. death with grief and in- 
dignation, and denounced in ■ his mafler^d 
name, immortal war againft the perfidious* 
afiaflin. In Italy, as well as in Africa, the 
guilt of an ufurper appeared to jultify the arms 
of Juftinian ; but the forces which he prepa- 
ed, were infufficient for the fubverfion of a 
mighty kingdom, if their feeble numbers had 
not been multiplied by the name, the fpirit, 
and tlie condud of an hero. A chofen troop 
of guards, who ferved on horfeback, and 
were armed with lances and bucklers, attend- 
ed the perfon of Belifarius : his cavalry was 
compofed of two hundred Huns, three hun- 
dred Moors, and four thoufand confederates j 
and the infantry confified only of three thou- 
£ind I&urians* Steering the fame courfe as in 
his former expedition, the Roman conful 
caft anchor before Catana in Sicily, to furvey 
the ftrength of the ifland, and to decide whe- 
ther he mould attempt the conqueft, or peace- 
ably purfue his voyage for the African coaft. 
He found a fruitful land and a friendly people. 
Notwithftanding the decay of. agriciilture, 
Sicily fHU fuppKed the granaries of Rome : 
the rarmers were gracioufly exempted from 
the oppreffion of military quarters ; and the 
Goths, who trufted the defence of the ifland 
to the inhabitants, had fome reafon to com- 
plain, that their confidence was ungrateftilly 
betrayed. Inftead of foliciting and expeft- 

ing 

(56"^ Yet Pj^coptus difcrcdits his own evidence { Anccdot. c. i6.% 
l)yconfeinnfi; chat in his public hiftory he had not fpoken the truth. 
See the epilllesfrom queen GundeHna to the emprefs Theodora " Var. 
X. 20, 21, 2]3. and obferve a fufpicious word, de ilia perfoni, &c.) 
wth the elaboiate Commentary of Bvat (torn. x.p. 177—185.). 
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ing tlie aid of the ku^ of It^Iy, t^ey* yi^dq^ 
to the £rft luuunons a chjeerfiil obedience : an4 
diis province, the firft &uits of the iPimic 
•wars, was again, after a long ieparation, uni- 
ted to the Homan empire (^7)* The Gk)thic 
.gairifon of ^ Palenno, which alone attenipted 
.to refill, was reduced after aihort fiege, by g 
ifingular ftratagein. 3elii£urius .introduced his 
^ps into the deepeft recefs of the harbour ; 
, .their boats were laborioufly hoifted . with ropes 

and puUies to the toppi;aft head, and he filled 
theni i^th archery, who, from that fuperior 
ilation, commanded the rs^mparts of the city. 
After this eafy, thoiigh fucc^ftd, camp^dgn, 
the conqueror entered Syr4cuire,in triumph, at 
the head of his vi^orious bands, diftributing 
gold medals to the people, on the day which 
to glorioufly terminated the year of the con- 
fulmip. He pafled the winter feafon in the 
palace of ^cient,]4ng$, amidft the ruins of ^ 
Grecian cokxiy, whjqh oi^ce extended to ^ 
circumference of two ^nd twenty miles (c8) : 
but in the 'fpring, ^bout the feftival of 
£after, the pro|ec^ticvi. of his defigns was in- 
terrupted by .a 4%ngerows revolt of the Afri- 
can forces. Garth^e^^as laved by the pre- 
fcnce of Bf^li^tf-ius, .who.fuddenly landed with 
a thoufand guards. Two thpufand foldiers of 
doubtfiil faith returned to the. lUndard of their 
.i>ld cominjP34er : and he marched, without 

hefitation, 

(57) For the conqueft of Sicily, compare the' narrative of "Proco- 
pius with the complaints of Totila (Gothic. L i c. 5. 1. iii. c. i6«). 
The Gothic queen had lately relieved that thankle^ iiland , Var. ix. 

(5^) Thpanci^i^ magnitjide and (plendovr of the five quarters «f 
.6fracu&, are dellocated by Cicero ,tn Verrem, a^io ii. 1. iv. c. 5a, 
5 J)). Strabo (1. vi. p«4ij.), and d'Orville Sicula (torn. ii. p. 174— 
ao».) The new «ity, Afi^jWed >7 ^.^Hi(^Si fluri^pk towiMrds the 
ifUmd). 
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liefitation, above fifty miles, to feek an ene« 
H17, whom he affedted to pity and dei^ife. 
£^t thiouiand rebels trembled at his ap- 
proach ; they were routed at the firfl; oniet, 
by the dexterity of their mafter: and this 
ignoble vi<Skory would have reftorcd the peace 
c± Africa, if the conquers had not been haf- 
dly recalled to Sicily, to appeafe a fedition 
which was kindled during lus abfence in his 
own camp (59). Diforder and difobedience 
were the comnKUi malady of the times ; the 
genius to command, and the virtue to obey, 
refided only in the mind of Belifarius. 

Although Theodatus defcended from a race Rei«i and 
of heroes, he was ignorant of the art, and^.^*[^*^ 
averfe to the dangers of war. Although he the Gothic' 
had ftudied the writings of Plato and Tully, j^jjf^ *^^ 
{^liloibi^y was incapable of purifying his mind a. d! 534. 
from the bafeft paffions, avarice and fiear. He ^f^J^^ 
had purchafed a fceptre by ingratitude and Augiift. 
muTtfaer : at the firft menace of an enemy, 
he degraded bis own majefty, and that of a 
nation, which already dudained their unwor- 
thy fovcreign. Aftoniflied by the recent ex- 
ample of Gelimer, he faw himielf dragged in 
chams throi^h the ftreets oE Confiantmopk : 
the terrors which Beliiarius infpired, were 
heightened by the eloquence of Peter, the By- 
zantine ambafiador ; and that bold aotul fubde 
advocate perfuaded him to fign a treaty, too 
ignominious to become the roundation of a 
lafiing peace. It was fiipulated, that in the 
acclamations of the Roman people, the name 

of 



(59) Procopiiis (Vandal, l.u. c 14, 15.) fb clearly relates the re- 
turn of Belifarius into Sicily, (p. > 46. edit. Hoefchtlii), that I au 
aftonifhed at the ftraog^e mifapprehenfion and reproaches of a learned 
critic (Octtvrcs de laModie Ic Vaytr, torn. viii. p. i6a» 163.}^ * 
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of the emperor fhould be always proclaimed 
before that of the Gothic king; and that as 
often astheftatueof Theodatus was ereftedin 
brafs or marble, the divine image of Juftinian 
fliould be placed on its right hand. Inftead 
of conferring, the king ot Italy was reduced 
to folicit, the honours of the fenate ; and the 
Confent of the emperor was made indilpenfa- 
ble before he could execute, againft a pneft or 
fenator, the fentence either of death or confif- 
cation. The feeble monarch refigned the pof- 
feffion of Sicily ; offered, as the annual mark 
of his dependence, a crown of gold, of the 
weight of three hundred pounds ; and pro- 
. mifed to fupply, at the requifition of his fovc- 
' reign, three thoufand Gothic auxiliaries for 
the fervice of the empire. Satisfied with thefe 
extraordinary concefEons, the fuccefsful agent 
of Juftinian haftened his journey to Conftanti- 
nople ; but no fooner had he reached the Al- 
ban viOia (60), than he was recalled by the 
anxiety or Theodatus ; and the dialogue which 
paffed between the king and the ambailkdor 
deferves to be reprefented in its original fimpH- 
• city. " Are you of opinion that the em- 
** peror will ratify this treaty? Perhaps. If 
** he refufes, what confequence will enfue ? 
** War. Will fuch a war be juft or reafon- 
** able ? Moji affuredly : every one^ Jhould ad 
** according to his character. What is your 
" meaning? Touare aphilofopher — yujiiruanis 
** eniperor of the Romans ; // would ill become the 

" difciple 

(60) The ancient Alba was ruined in the firfl age of Rome. On 
the fame fpot, or at leaft in the ncighboBrhood, lucceffivcly arofe, 
I. The villa of Pompey, &c. a. A camp of the Pr«torian cohort*. 
3. The modern cpifcopal city of Albanum or Albaao (Procop. Goth. 
1. 11, c. 4. Cluvcr. Ital. Ami<|, torn. U. p. $Z4.}. 
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** difctple of Plato tojhedthe blood ^ tboufands in 
" his private quarrel: the fuccejfor ofAugu/itis 
*^ Jhoidd vindicate his rights^ and recover by arms 
" the ancient provinces of his empire.^* This rea- 
foning might not convince, but it was fuffici- 
ent to alarm and fubdue the weaknefs of Thed- 
datus ; and he foon defcended to his lafl offer, 
that for the poor equivalent of a peniion of 
forty-eight thou£ind pounds ftcrling, he would 
reiign the kingdom of the Goths and Italians, 
and ^nd the remainder of his days in the in- 
nocent pleafures of philofophy and agriculture. 
Both treaties were entrufted to the hands of 
the ambaflador, on the frail fecurity of an oath 
tiot to produce the fecond till the firft had been 
pofitively rejefted. The event may be eafily 
forefeen : Juftinian required and accepted the 
abdication of the Gothic king. His indefati-i 
gable agent returned from Gonftantinople to 
Ravenna, with ample inftru6tions ; and a fair 
epifile, which praifed the wifdum and genero- 
fity of the royal philofopher, granted his pen- 
fibn, with the affurance of fuch honours as % 
fubje<%and a Catholic might enjoy ; and wife- 
ly referred the final execution of the treaty, 
to the prefence and authority of Belifarius* 
But in the interval of fufpenfe, two Roman 
generals, who had entered the province of 
Dalmatia, were defeated and flain by the Go- 
thic troops. From blind and abjedt defpair, 
Theodatus capricioufly rofe to groundlefs and 
fatal prefumption (6i), and dared to receive 

with 

(61) A Sibylline oracle was ready to pronounce— Afric^ capti 
mt/TTr/tft cam nato peribic ; a fenrcncc of portentous ambiguity (Gothic, 
I. i.e. 7.), which has bfen publilhed in unknown charadters by Opfo- 
p3!u», an editor of the oraclcn. The Pere Maitret has promiff,d a 
commentary ; >ut all his promifes have been vain and fruitlcfs. 
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with menace and ccmtempt, the amba&dor 
of Juftinian, who claimed his ^omiie, foliat- 
ed the allegiance of his fubjeds, and boldly af- 
ferted the mvidaUe privilege o£ his own cha- 
rader« The n^Arch of BdiStiius difpelled this 
vifionary pride ; and as the firft campaign (62} 
was em^oyed in the redudion of l^cuy, the 
inTafi(m of Italy is xpf^ed by Procopius to 
the fecond year of the Gothic war (63). 
Beiifarias AitcT Bdifarius had left fuffident garrilCbns 
Srat'dreli'^ ftdermo and Syracnfe, he embarked Im 
aJces troops at Mefiaa, aad husded them, witl^nt 
a*d!537. refifbncc, on the oppofite fiiores of Rhegiinn,. 
A Gothic prince, who had married the daugh* 
ter of Theodatos, was ftatimied with an army 
to guard the entrance of Italy ; but he imitated, 
withoHt icnipk, the example of a fevereign, 
faithlefe in his pufaiic and private duties* The 
perfidioiK Ebermor deferted with his £[dl6w^s 
to the Roman camp, and was dijQxiifled to en* 
joy the fervile honours of the Byzantine 
court (64). From Rhe^um to Narfes, the 
fleet and army of Belifanus, almoft arways ifi 
view of each other, advanced near three huur 
dred miles along the fea coaft. The people of 
Bruttium, Lucania, and Campania, who ab^ 

horrol 

(di ) In bis dirciaoiogy, itnlrated in fume dogree from Tfniejiid^ 
Procopittt begins each fpring the yesrs of Juftiaioti and of the Oothic 
war ; and his firft dera coincides with the ift of AprH jrjj. and wit 
S3^f according to the annals of Bawmoi (Kgi. Crk. torn, ti p. $S5. 
who is followed by Muratori and tiie «ditQrs of SigontusJ. Yet in 
f»me palfages wc are at a lofs to reconcile the dates of Proco|&its with 
himfeff, and with the Chronicle of Marcellinus. 

(6$) The feries of the firft Gothic war is reprefented by Procopius 
(1. i. c. 5—29. 1. ii, c, 1—30. 1. iii. c. I.) till the captivity Of Vitigesi. 
With the aid of Sigooius (Opp. torn, i. de Imp, Occident. L zvii, xviii.) 
and Muratori (Annali d'italia, torn. ▼.}, 1 have gleaned fome few 
additional fads. 

(64) Jornandcs, de Rebus Oeticis, c. 66. p. 70*. edit, GrroL 9b4 
torn. ipp. %%i. Muratori, de Succcff, Rcgn. f,%4U 
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fi6fte& the natne and reli^on of the Gotlis, 
€thhr^ttd the fpecionS excufe, that their ru- 
ined \€^alls were ificlpable of defence : th6 
foldiers paid a juft equivalent for a plentifal 
nfiarket ; and cmriofity alone interrupted the 
f)16scteful occupations of the hufbandman or 
i/tificef. Naples, which his fwelled to a 
gf 6at and pDpul6us cJCpital, long cheriflied the 
Kinguage and tnafiners of a Grecian colony 
(6 c) ; and the choice of Virril had ennobled 
this elegant retreat, which attfafted the 
lovers of repofe and Atidy, from the noife, 
the finoke, and the latborious opulence of 
Rome {66). As foon as the place was iriveft- 
td by fea and land, Belifarius gave audience 
to the deputies of the people, who exhorted 
Mm to difregaf d a conqueft tinworthy of hi« 
arms, to feek the Gothic king in a field of 
battle, stnd aftfer his vi^ftofy, to claim, as the 
fovd^eign of Rome, the aflegiance of the de- 
pendant cities. ** When I tfeat with my ene- 
** mies, replied the Roman chief, with an 
haiighty finUe, ** I am more accuftomed to 
** g;lve than to receive counfel : bilt I hold in 
** one hand inevitable ruin, and in the other, 
** peace and freedom, ftich as Sicihr now en- 
"joys.'* The impatience of dei^y ur^ed 
Utti tt) grant the moft liberal terms ; his ho- 
nbiit fecured their performance : biit Naples 

was 

' (iij l^cr* (lays Tacitus, Aiiiial. TV.. jLj.) Nt^apolim qnafi Gra- 
cam urbcm dclegit. One hundrecl an^ Sty years afterwarda, in tke 
tiine.of Scptimius Severus, the Helienifm of the Neapolkans is praifed 
by Philoftratus : ;^evo; EAXjjvs; tun a^vKot^ cdsv nai rat o^uSa^ ratv 
Xoyi^v E^^i*'**" E*^* (Icon. 1. i.p. 763. edit. Dlear.). 

1 66) The otium of Naplds is praifcdhy the Roman poets, hy Vir- 
gil, Horace, Silius Italicus, and Statius (Cluvcr. Ital. Ant. \, iv. p. 
1149, 1 150.). In an elegant epiRIe (Sylv.l. iii.5. p. 94—98. edit. 
Mai1c1and)/Btatiu5undert&kesthe difficult: talk of drawiog his wiTc 
from the pleaTures of Rome to that calni retreat. 
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was divided into two ladions ; and the Greek 
democracy was inflamed by their orators, 
who, with much ^irit and fome truth, re- 
prefented to the multitude, that the Goths 
would punifli their defeftion, and that Beli- 
iarius himfelf muft efteem their loyalty and 
valoun Their deliberations, however, were 
not perfedly free : the city was commanded 
by eight hundred Barbarians, whofe wives 
and children were detained at Ravenna as the 
pledge of their fidelity ; and even the Jews, 
who were rich and numerous, refilled, with 
<iefi)erate enthufiafm, the intolerant laws of 
Juftinian. In a much later period, the cir- 
cumference of Naples (67) meafured only twp 
thoufand three hundred and fixty-three paces 
(68): the fortifications were defen^led by 
precipices or the fea ; when the aquedujfb 
were intercepted, a fupply of water might be 
drawn from the wells and fountains ; and the 
fiock of provifions was fiiflSicient to confume 
the patience of the befiegers. At the end of 
twenty days that of Belilarius was almoft ex- 
haufted, and he had rcc.oncile;d himfelf to the 
difgrace of abandoning the fiege, that he 
might march, before the winter feafon, againft 
Rome and the Gothic king, But his anxiety 
was relieved by the bold curiofityof an Ifiiurir 
an, who explored the dry channel of anaqiie- 

dud^ 

(67) This meafur;C ^aa taken by Roger T. after the conqueft oi 
-Naples (A. D. 1139)^ which he made the capital of his new kioe- 
doni (Giannotic, Iftoria Civile, torn. ii. p. i^p.). That city, the 
third in Chriftian Europe, is now at Icaft twelve miles in circumfe- 
rence (Jul. Casfar. Capaccii Hift. Neapol.l,i. p. 47.), and contaiij^ 
more inhabitants (350,000) in a given ipace, than any other fpot in 
the known world. 

(68) Not geometrical, but common, paces or fteps, of la Frcnck 
inches (d'Anville, Mfifures Itincraircs, p. 7, 8.) : 1110*363 dp BQt 
make an Engliih mile« < f 



dtift, ^d fectetiy reported, that a paflage 
might b^ j^fbrated to introduce a file ot 
rotned foldkrs into the heart of the city. 
When thd ^ork had been filently eiecut- 
ed, the humaiie general rilked the difcove* 
fy of hi^ fecret, by a kft and fruitfeis ad^ 
iflonition <rf the impending danger. In the 
darknefs of the night, four hundred Ro* 
maHs entered the a^pnedud, raifed themfelves 
by a ropi, which they feftened to an olive 
trbe, into the houfe or garden of a fdlita- 
ty matron, founded their trumpets, (Urprifed 
the ^entineb^ And gave aditaittance to their 
C09hf)ahions, who on all fides fcaled the walls, 
^^id burft t^en the gates of the city. Every 
€rin|e which is punifhcd by focial juftice, was 
pf i^fed as the rights 6f war ; the Huns were 
dilllngui&ed by cruelty and facrilege, and 
Bfcli&rius dioM appeared in the ftreet^ and 
churches tff Naples, to moderate the calami- 
ties M^'hieh he predifted. « Hie gold and fil- 
** ver,*' he i*epeatedly exclaimed, " are the 
" juft rewirds of your valour. But fpare 
^ the inhAitants, they are Chriftians, they 
** a*C feppliants, they are now your fellow- 
*' fubjefts. Reftore the children to their pa- 
« rents, the wives t(f their hufbands ; and 
" ^€w them by your gcncrofity, of what 
*• friends they have obffinately deprived 
" themdfelves^." ITie dty was faved by the 
virtue and authority ox its conqueror (96) ; 
and when the Neapolitans returned to their 
houfes, they found fome confolation in the 
, Vol. Vli. P fecret 

(69) Bfilifari^s was reproved by P«pe SyWeriui for the maflacre. 
He repcopled Naples, asd wiporced colonies of Afrkan capbYf* 
into Sicily, Calabria, aod Apulia (Hift« MifcsU. L xti. aa Muratori, 
torn. i. p. 10^, 107.). 
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fccret enjoyment of their hidden treafures^ 
The Barbarian garrifon enlifted in the fervice 
of the emperor \ Apxilia and Calabria, deli- 
vered from the odious prefence of the Goths^ 
acknowledged his dominion ; and the tuiks of 
the Calydonian boar, which were flill fhewn 
at Beneventum, are curioufly defcribed by 
the hiftorian of Belifarius (70), 
vitirw. ^^^ faithful foldiers and citizens of Naples 
king of had expe6bed their deliverance from a prince, 
A*^D 536 ^^^ remained the inaftive and almoft indif- 
Augutt— ' ferent fpeclator of their ruin. Theodatus 
A.D. 54o.{^c^pgj ^js perfon within the walls of Rome, 
while his cavalry advanced forty miles on the 
Appian way, and encamped in the Pomptine. 
marflies ; which, by a canal of nineteea 
miles in length, had been recently dl-aSned 
and converted into excellent paftures(7i). 
But the principal forces of the Goths were 
difperfed in Dalmatia, Venetia, and Gaul ;- 
and the feeble mind, of their king wis con- 
founded by the unfuccefeful event of a divi- 
nation, which feemed to prefage the downfal of 
his empire (72). The moft abjed flaves have 

arraigned 

( 70) Bencvcntoin was buHt by Diomedc, the nephew of Mdeager 
(Cluvcr, torn, ii. p. 1195, 1196.). The Calydonian hujjt !s a pi<fture 
of iavage life (Ovid, Metamorph. J. viii. ). Thirty or forty heroet 
were leagued againft a hog : the brutes (not the hog) quarrelled with 
a hdy for the head. 

(71) The Beeennovium ifflrangely confounded Jby Cluverius(tottt. 
li. p, 1007.) with the river Ufcns. It was in truth a canal of nine* 
teen miles, from Forum Appii to Terracina, on which Horace em-^ 
barked in the night. The Decernioyium which is mentioned by l.u•^ 
can, Dion Caffius, and Cafliodorius, has been fucceffively ruined, 
reftored, and obliterated (d*Anvxife, Analyfe de Htalie, p. 185, 
ftc). . ^ 

(7*) A Jew gratified his contempt and hatred for all the Chrifti- 
ans, by inclofing three bands, each of tenhogs,anddircriminated by 
the names of Goths, Greeks, and Romans. Of the firft, almoft all 
were found dead— almoft all «f the fecond were alive— of the third, 
half died, and the reft loftthctrbdftles. No unfuitablo emblem ^i 
the event. . 
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^raigned the guilt or ^eaknd&of an unfoif- 
tunate mafter. The . chafafter of TheOid^tus 
was rigorouily icrutinized by a fr^e and idle 
camp of Barbarians, - confcious of thek pri- 
vilege and power : he was declared Uiiwor- 
thyof his race, his na(tion, and his throne; 
and their general iVitigesi M^hofe valour had 
been fignalized in the Illyrijin M^ar, waS raifed 
with unanimous applaufe on the bpcklers of 
his contipginions^ Oa the firft rumour, the 
abdicated monarch fled from the juftic0 of his 
country ; but he was purfued by private re- 
venge. A Goth whom Jie had injiired in his 
love, overtook Theodatus on the Plaminian 
way, and regardlefs of his UHijaanJy cries, 
ilaugbtered him, as he lay.proftme on the 
ground;, like a viAim (lays the hiftorian) at 
the fpot of the altar. Tlie choice of the peo- 
ple is the beft and pijreft title to reign over 
them : yet fuch is the prejiiidice qt every 
2^e, that Vitiges impatiently wifbed to re- 
turn to Ravenna, where he might feize, %\Hth 
the rcl\i<^ant haiid of the daughter of Ama- 
lafontha, fpm^ faint Ihadow of hereditary 
right. A national council was immediately 
held, and the new monarch reconciled the 
impatient i^irit of the Barbarians, to a mea- 
fure of difgrace, which the mifeonducl of his . 
predeceffor rendered wife and indifpenfable. 
The Goths confented to treat in the prefenc€ 
of a vidorious enemy ; to delay till the next 
fpring the operations of oflFenfive war; to 
fiimmon their fcattered forces 5 to relinquifli 
their diftant polieflions, and to trull even 
Rome itfelf to the faith of its inhabitants. 
Leuderis, an aged warrior, was left in the 
capital with four thoufand foldiers ; a feeble . 
P 2 garrifon. 
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garrifim, vrhkh ntight have feconded the 
zeal, though it was incapable of c^pofing the 
wifhes of the Romans. But a tnomentarjr 
enthufiafm of religion and patriotiim was 
kindled in their minds. They furioufly ex- 
claimed, that the apoftolic throne fliould no 
longer be profaned by the triumph or tolera- 
tion of Arianifm ; that the tombs of the 
CadTars fliould no longer be trampled by the 
favagefr of the north ; and without reflefting 
that Italy muft fink into a province of Con- 
ftantinoplc, they fondly hailed the reftqratioa 
of a Roman emperor as a new aera of free- 
doni and prbfperity. The deputies of the 
pope and clei^gy, of the fenate and people, in- 
vited the lieutenant of Juftinian to accept 
their voluntary allegiance, and to enter the 
city, whofe gates would be thrown open for 
his rec^i^ion. As fooA as Belifarius had for- 
tified hfe new conqudfts, Naples and Cumse, 
he advanced about twenty miles to the banks 
of tlfeVulturnusi contemplated the decayed 
grdlideuf of Capua, and halted at the fepara- 
ticmoi^ the Latin ^nd Appian ways. Tlie 
work of the cenfor, after the inceffafit ufe of 
nine centuries, ftiU preferved its primaeval 
beiuty, and not a flaw could be difeovered in 
the large poSflied ffones^ of which that folid, 
though nar-row road, was fo firmly compa<3:ed 
(73). Belifarius, however, preferred the La- 
tin way, which, at a diffiance from the Tea 
and the naarflies, flcirted in a fpace of one 
hundred and twenty miles along the 'foot of 

the 

0$) Bcrgier (Hift. des Ghindi Ch«fauns des Ronuina, tom^ i p. 
12X— ^28. 440—444.) examines the ftrudurc and material*, while 
d*AnviUc (Analyfe dc lltalic, p. 400— 413.) dcfixfes tHe g'ebgrapliical 
liae* 
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die mountains. His enemies had difappear- Beiifanut 
ed ; -when he made his entrance through the ^£^^ 
AGnarian gate, the garrifon departed without a. d. 536, 
mokftation along the Haminian way; and'^'*^* 
the dty, alter fixty years fervitude, was de- 
livered from the yoke of the Barbarians. 
Leuderis alone, from a motive of pride or 
difcxmtent, reAifed to accompany the fugi- 
tives ; and the Gothic chief, himfdf a tro- 
phy of the viftory, was fent with the keys of 
Rome, to the throne of the emperor JuiH- 
nian (74). 

The firfi days, which coincided with the old siege of 
Saturnalia,, were devoted to mutual congra-^^®*^^ 
tuktion and the public joy : and the Catho-A.*D. 537, 
lies prepared to celebrate, without a rival, the ^"^^• 
approaching feftival of the nativity of ChrifL 
In the familiar conver&tion of an hero, the . 
Romans acquired fbme notion of the virtues 
which hiftory a£:ribed to their ancefiors ; 
they were ecHfied by the apparent rei^d of 
Beliiarius for the fiicceffor of St. Peter, and 
his ridid difcipline fecured in the midft of 
war the bleflings of tranquillity and juftice. 
They applauded the rapid fuccefi of his arms, 
which over-rsm the adjacent country, as far 
as Narni, Perufia, ana Spoleto ; I)ut they 
trembkd, the fenate, the clergy, s^d the un- 
warlik^ peqple, as foon as they underfiood, 
that he had reiblved, and would i|)eedily be 
ireduced, to ^fiain a fiege a^unft the powers 

of 

(74) ox the Brik recovery q£ Rome, the year (s $6) n xertaky 
^om theferies of events, rather than ffom the corrupt, or interpo- 
lated, text of Procopius : the month (December) is afcertained by 
Bvagrius (1. ivc. I9). ; and the iiay (the tentb) may he admitted c^ 
the flight evidence of Nicephorus CaUiftus (1, xvii. c. 13.). For tliis 
accurate chronology, we are indebtedjto the diligence and judgment 
*f PagijCtom.ii^p.559, 560 ). 
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of the Gothic monarchy. The defighs of Vi- 
tiges were executed, during the winter fea- 
fon, with diligence and eflPea. ^Trom their 
ruftic habitations, from their diftant garri- 
fons, the Goths affembled at Ravenna for the 
defence of their country ; and fuch were 
their numbers, that after an krmy had been 
detached for the relief of Dalmatia, one hun- 
dred and fifty thouland fighting men march- 
ed under the royal ftandard. According to 
the degrees of rank or merit, the Gothic 
king diftributed arms and horfes, rich gifts, 
and liberal promifes : he moved along the 
naminianway, declined the ufelefs fiiege of 
Perufia and Spoleto, refpeded the impregna- 
ble rock of Narni, and arrived within two 
miles of Rome at the foot of the Milviaii 
• bridge. The narrow paflage was fortified 
with a tower, and Behfarius had computed 
the value of the twenty days, which muft be 
loft in the conftruftion of another bridge. 
But the confternation of the foldiers of the 
tower, who either fled or deferted, difap- 
pointed his hopes, and betrayed his perfon 
into the moft imminent danger. At the head 
of one thouland horfe, the Roman general 
fallied from the Flaminian gate to niiark the 
ground of an advantageous pofition, and to 
furvey the camp of the Barbarians ; but 
while he fl:ill believed them on the other fide 
of thq Tyber, he was fuddenly encompafifed 
ar.d affaulted by their innumerable fquadrons. 
ITic fate of Italy depended on his life ; and 
the deierters pointed to the confpicuous horfe, 

a bay 
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^l)ay(75), with^a white face, which he rode 
on that memorable day. ** Aim at the bay 
** horfe," was the univerfal cry. Every bow 
was bent, every javelin was direfted againft 
the fatal objeft, and the command was re- 
peated and obeyed by thoufands who were 
Ignorant of its real motive. The bolder Bar- 
teirians advanced to the more honourable 
combat of fwords and fpears ; and the praife 
of an enemy has graced the fell of Vifandus, 
the flandard-bearer (76), who maintained his 
fbremoft flation, till he was pierced with thir- 
teen wounds, perhaps by the hand of Beli£i- 
rius himfelf. The Roman general was fh-ong^ 
aAive, and dextrous : on every fide he dif- 
diarged his weighty and mortal fbrokes : his 
fkitlmil guards imitated his valour, and de- 
fended his perfon ; and the Goths, after the 
lois of a thoiiland men, fled before the arms 
of an hero. They were raflily purfued to 
their camp; and the Romans, oppreflcd by 
multitudes, made a gradual, and at length a 
precipitate retreat to the gates of the city : 
the gat^swcrclhut againft the fugitives ; and 
the public terror was encreafcd, by the report, 
that Beliiarius was flain. His countenance 
was indeed disfigured by ^eat, duft, and 
blood ; his voice was hoarfe, his ftrength was 
;^moft exhaufted ; but his unconquerable fpi- 

rit 

XjS) Ab Ikotfe «f a bar or red cobor was ftyled ^aXwc by the 
Oreekt, balao by the Barbariant, and fpadix by the Romans. Ho- 
ficiU fpadices, fay« Virgil (Georgic 1, iii. 7a. with the Obfervati«iis 
oT Martin and rleyne;. iva^i^ as Saiov, fignifies a branch of the- 
pahn-tree, whofe name, ^n^y h fynonymous to red (Aulas Gel- 
lius» ii. 7,6,). 

(76) I interpret ^av>aXaptoc> not as a proper name, but an office, 
ftandard-bearcr, from bsndkm (Yezillum;, a Barbaric word adopted 
by the Greeks and Romans (Paul Diacou. 1. i. c. ao. p. 760. Grot. 
Nomina Gotbica, p^ 575, Ducange, Gloff. Latin, torn. i. p. sZ9t 
540.). 
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fk iHU renamed ^ he imparl that ipirit tQ 
lus deiponcUng companions -^ ajul th^ur lail 
dej^rate charge was fielt by th/e ^ying Bv» 
banans, a3 if » new sgrmy^ vigorous axul ^ii^ 
vaioDrof tire, had be^n poyred from the 4ty. TIm^ 
Bciifarius, jT^flndnian gate wa$ thro\yA cfien to a w/ 
trimnph ; but it was iu>t before 3^Uarius hsiA 
vifite4 every poft, an<l provid^ed for the pwlK 
Uc Safety, that he could be perfuaded by his 
wife and friends, to ta^ the needftd r^nreihr 
ments of food ^nd Hcqp. In the mcce im^- 
proved fiat^ of the grt of war, a g^^^ral if 
feldom required, or even permijtted to difj^ay 
the peribnal proweis of a feldierj and the 
example of Belii^riys may be adckd to the 
rare e:i«umpl^s of fUnv^ IV. iof Pyrrhns, a»4 
of Alexander. 
His defence After this firfi and unfiicceisful txial of theif 
of Rome, ^jj^jjjigg^ ^ whole army of the Goth^ failed 
the Tyber, and formed the fiege of the city, 
which continued above a year, till their fiMl 
departure. Whatever fancy may <xw43Bfv«, 
the fevere compa^ of the g^so^apher disfif^es 
the circumference pf Rome within a liine i^ 
twelve miles and three hundred and forty-fi^ 
paces ; and that circumference e^ccept in th^ 
Vatican, has invariably been th^ (fame from 
the triumph of Aurelian, to the peaoefi4 b«t 
obfcure reign of the modern pop€<5{77)« Put 
in the day of her greatnefs, the fpace within 
her walls was crowded with habitations and 

inhabitants ; 

(77) M. d*ADville h^s gSvea, in the Memoirs of the Academy 
for the year 1756 (tx>m. zxx.p. 198 — 236.), a plan of Rome on a 
fmaller fcalc, but far more accurate than that which he had deline- 
ated in 1 73.g for RoI|in'$ hiflonr. Experience had inuarovcd his 
kiiowledge ; and. iaiUad of Ko0i*8 topography, he ufed the ncv 
and excellent m^p of NoUi. Pliny's old meaiUve of xiii. muft he 
reduced tQ viii miles. It is caller to alter a text, than to tctoQffi 
hiHs or buildings. i 
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iqliabitaiits ; and the populou3 fuburbs that 
flretched alojog the public roads, were darted 
like fb many rays from one common centre. 
Advcrfity fwept away thefe extraneous orna- 
ments, and left naked and defolate, a confix 
derablepart of the feven hills. Yet Rome, in 
its prefent flate, could fend into the field above 
thirty thou&nd males of a military a^e (78) j 
and, notwithftanding the want of difciplinc 
and exercifc, the for greater part, enured to the 
hardfbips of poverty, might be capable of 
• arms for the defence of their country 
and relWion. The prudence of Beliiarius did 
not n^led thb in4)ortant refource. His fol- 
dierg were relieved by the zeal and diligence 
of the people, who watched while they flcpt, 
and laboured while they rx^pofed : he accq>ted 
the voluntary fervice of the br^veft and moft 
indigent of we Roman youth ; and the com- 
paiiie^ jof towniioien fbpoctimes r^re&nted, 
m a vairant pofl:, the prefence of Uxe troopis 
which had been drawn away to more efflbntial 
dutksu But his juft confidence was placed in 
the veterans who had fonght under his banner 
in the Perfian and African warsj and al- 
though that gallant band was reduced to five 
thoumnd men, he undertook, with fuch con- 
temptible numbers, to defend a circle of 
twelve miles, againftanarmy of one hundred 
and fi&y thoufand Barbarians. In the walk 
of Rome, which Belifarius conftrufted or re- 
fiored^ the materials of ancient archite6hire 
may be difcerned (79) ; and the whole forti- 

fication 

( 7 S ) Id tte year 1 709 , Labat { Vo y ages en Italic, toiq. iii. p. .* ' 9 •) 
reckoned 1^8,568 ChrilHan fouls, befides 8 or 10,000 Jew#^<»-with* 
put fouls? — In the year 1 763, the numbers exceeded i&,ooo. 

(79) The accurate eye of Nardini (Roma Antica, 1. i. c. viii. p. 
31.) could diflinguiih the tiimultuarie opere di Belifario. 
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tation was completed, except in a chafin 
'dl extant between the Pincian and flaminian 
gates, which the prejudices of the Goths and 
Romans left under the eflPeftual guard of St. 
Peter the apoftle(8o). The battlements or 
baftions were fhaped in iharp angles ; a ditch, 
broad and deep, protefted the foot of the 
rampart; and the archers on the rampart 
were aflifted by military engines ; the bali/ia^ 
a powerftil crofe-bow, which darted fliort but 
maffy arrows ; the onagri^ or wild affes, which, 
on the principle of a fling, threw ftones and 
bullets of an enormous uze (81). A chain 
was drawn acrofs the Tyber ; the arches of 
the aquedufts were made impervious, and the 
mole or fepulchre of Hadrian (82) was con- 
verted, for the firft time, to the ufes of a 
citadel. That venerable flxufture which con- 
tained the alhes of the Antonincs, was a cir- 
cular turret riling from a quadrangular bafis : 
it was cover^ with the white marble of Pa- 
ros, and decorated by the ftatues of gods and 
heroes ; and the lover of the arts muft read 
with a figh, that the works of Praxiteles 
or Lyfippus were torn from their lofty pede- 
ftals, and hurled into the ditch on the heads 

of 



(8o)Thcfiirurc and Icaaing in the upper part of the wall, which 
Procopius obferved (Goth. 1. i. c. 13.), is vifiblc to the prcfent hour 
(Denat. Roma Vetus, 1. i. c^ 17. p. 53, 54.), 

(81) Lipfiu* (Opp. torn. iii. Poliorcet. 1. iii.) wus ignorant of this 
ciear and confpicuoiw paffagc of Procopius (Goth. 1. i. c. a i.). The 
engine was named ovaj^pof, the wild afs, a calcitrando (Hen. Steph. 
Thefaur. Linguae Grsec. toff-. ii. p. 1340, 1341. tow. iii. p. 877,), 
1 have fecn an ingenious model, contrived and executed by general 
Melville, which imitates or furpaffc* the art of antiquity. 

(82) The defcription of this maufoleiim, or mole, in Procopijis 
(1. i. c. »5.), is the firtt and heft. The height above the walls «rxiJ5> 
it x»d» ^flXuv. On Nolli's great plan, the fides nieafurc 260 Englifb 
feet. . , 
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bf the beliegers (83). To each of his lieu- 
tenants, Behfarius afligned the defence of a 
gate, with the wife and peremptory inftruc- 
tion, that, whatever might be the alarm, 
they fliould fteadily adhere to thdi* refpec- 
tive pofts, and tnift their general fot the 
lafety of Rome. The formidable hoft of the 
Goths was infufficient to embrace the ample 
meafure of the city : of the fourteen gates^ 
feyen only were invefted from the Praeneftine 
to the Raminian way J aild Vitiges divided his _ 
troops into fix camps, each of which was for- 
tified Math a ditch and rampart. On the Tuf- 
can fide of the river, a feventh encampment 
was formed in the field or circus of the Vati- 
can, for the important purpofc of command- 
ing the Milvian bridge and the courfe of the 
Tyber ; but they approached with devotion 
the adjacent church of St, Peter; atid the 
threfliold of the holy apoftles was fefpefted 
during the fiege by a Chriflian enemy. lA 
the ages of viAory, as often as the fehate de- 
creed fome diftant conqueft, the cohful de- 
nounced hoftilities, by unbarring, in folcmn 
pomp, the gates of the tertipfe of Janus (84). 
Domeftic war now rendered the admonition 
Superfluous, and the ceremony was fuperfeded 
by th^ eftablilbment of a new religion. But 
^ the 

(S3) t^nxkeles {excelled in Fauiis, and tHat of Athens wa«hi8 own 
fnaiUr-piecc. Rome now contaiiis above thiriy of the fame ctu^ 
fader. When the ditch of St. Angclo was clcanfed under Urban 
Vill. the workmen found thefleeping Faun of the fiarberini palace; 
biit.a leg, a thigh, and the right arm, had been broken from that 
beautifrtl flatuc (Winckclman, Hifl. de TArt, torn. ii. p. 5a, 53. 
torn. iii. p. 265.). 

(84) Hrucopius has given the beft defcription of the temple of 
Janus, a national deity of Latium (Heyue, Excurf. v. ad I, vii. 
^ueid). It was once a gate in the primitive city of Romulus and 
^uma (Nardini, pi 13. 256. 329.) Virgil has defcribed the ancient 
rice, like a poet and an anti<^uari^n. 
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the brazen temple of Janus was left fianding 
in the forum ; of a fize fufficient only to con^ 
tain the fiatue of the god, five cubits in 
height, of a human form, but with two faces, 
direded to the eaft and wefi. The double 
eates were likewife of brais ; and a fruitlefs ef- 
fort to turn them on their rufiy hinges, re- 
vealed the fcandalous iiecret, that fome Ri> 
mans were fiill attached to the fuperfiition of 
their anceftors. 
Repuifesa Eighteen days were employed by the be- 
SaToft^hcfiegers,. to provide all the inftruments of at- 
ouths. tack which antiquity had invented. Fafcines 
were prepared to fill the ditches, fcaling-lad- 
ders to afeend the walls. The largeft trees of 
the foreft fupplied the timbers ot four batter^ 
ing-rams ; their heads were armed with iron ; 
they were fufpended by ropes, and each of 
them was worked by the labour of fifty men. 
The lofty wooden turrets moved on wheels 
oir rollers, and formed a fpadous platform of 
the level of the rampart. On the morning of 
the nineteenth day, a general attack was made 
from the Praeneftinc gate to the Vatican : fev^i 
Gothic columns, with their military enginesij 
advanced to the afTault ; and the Romans who 
lined the ramparts, Mened with doubt <md 
anxiety to the cheerful affurances of their 
.commander. As foon as the enemy approach- 
ed the ditch, Beliiarius himfelf drew the firft 
arrow ; and fiich was his firength and dexte* 
rity, that he transfixed the foremoft of the 
Barbarian leaders. A Jhout of applaufe and 
viftory was re-echoed along jthe wall. He 
drew a fecond arrow, and the ftroke was fol- 
lowed with the fame fuccefs and the lame ac^ 
clamation. The Ropnan general then gave 

the 
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the word, that the archers fliould aim at the 
teams of oxen ; they were inftantly covered , 
with mortal wounds ; the towers which they 
drfew, remained ufelefs and immoveable, and 
a iingle moment difconcerted the laborious 
projefts of the king of the Goths, After this 
difappointment, Vitiges ftill continued, or 
feigned to continue, the aifault of the Salarian 
gate, that he might divert the attention of 
his adverfary, while his principal forces more 
ftrcnuoufly attacked the Praeneftine gate and 
the fepulchre <rf Hadrian, at the diftance of 
three miles from each other. Near the fon- 
mer, the double walls of the Vivarium (85) 
were tow or t^oken ; the fortifications of the 
latter were feebly guarded : the vigour of the 
Goths was excited by the hope of viftory and 
Ipoil ; and if a fingle poft had given way, the 
Romans, and Rome itfelf, were irrecoverably 
loft. This- perilous day was the moft glorious* 
in the life of Belifarius. Amidft tumult 
and difmay, the whole jdan of the attack 
and defence vras diftinftly prefent to his 
mind ; he obferved the changes of each in- 
ftant, weighed every poffible advantage, tranf* 
ported his peribn to the fcenes of danger, and 
communicated his ftint in calm and decifive 
orders. The conteft was fiercely maintained 
from the morning to the evening ; the €k)ths 
were repulfed on all fides, and each Ro- 
man might boaft, that he had vanquifhed thirty 
Barbariansj if the ftrange di^roportion • of- 
numbers were not counterbalanced by the 

merit 



(85) Prvarimm was an angle in the new wail laclofed for wild 
beaiU (Procopiiit, Goth. L i. c. 23.). The fpot is ftUl -vifible in • 
Nardini (1. W. c. 1. p. i$9^ 160.} and KoUi't great plan of Rome. 



U 
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merit of one man. Thirty thouland Goth^^ 
according to the confeffion of their own 
chiefs, periflied in this bloody a^on ; and 
the multitude of the wounded was equal to 
that of the flain. When they advanced to the 
affault, their clofe diforder fufFered not a ja-- 
velin to fall without effeft ; and as they retired, 
the populace of the city joined the purfuit, and 
flaughtered, with impunity, the backs of their 
HwfaHies, flying encmles, Belifarius inftantly f?illied from 
the gates ; and while the foldiers chaunted his 
ftame and viftory, the hoftile engines of war 
were reduced to ^ihes. Such was the lofs and 
coiffternation of the Goths, that, from this 
day, the fiege of Rome degenerated into a 
tedious and itidolenl blockade ; and they were 
inceffantly haraffed by the Roman general, 
whf), i» frequent ikirmifhes, deftroyed above 
five thoufitnd of (h^ir braveft troops. Their 
cavalry was unpraftifed in the ufe of the bow ^ 
their archers ferved pn foot ; and this divided 
force was incapal^le of contending with their 
adverfef ies, whpfe lanpes and arrows, at a dif- 
tance, or at hand, were alijke formidable. 
The consummate fl^ of Belifarius embraced 
the favourable opportunities^; and as he chofe 
the ground and thf moment, as he preffed 
the charge or founded the retreat f 86), the 
fquadrons which he detached, werp feldome 
unfuccefsful. Thefe partial advantages difiu- 
fed an impatient aridour ^tmpng the foldiers 
and people, who began to feel the hardfliips of 

, , a fiege,: 

(86) For the Roman trumpet' and ifs various notes, confult Lip- 
fius, dc Militia Romania (0pp. torn. iii. I. iv. Dialog, x. p. 115 — 
1^9.). A mode of diftiuguiibing the charge by the horfe-trvmpct of 
f^lid brafs, and the retreat by the foot-tt^mpet of leather and light 
wood, was recommended by Protopius, aad adopted by Belifariu* 
(Goth, 1. ii. c. »3.). 
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afiege, and to difregard the dangers of a ge^ 
neral engagement. Each plebeian conceived v 

himfelf to be an hero, and the infantry, who^ 
fince the decay of difciplinc, were rdedcd 
from the line of battle, afpired to the an- 
cient honours of the Roman legion. Beli- 
farius praifed the fpirit of his troops, con- 
demned their prefumption, yielded to their 
clamours, and prepared the remedies of a 
defeat, the poffibility of which he alone had 
courage to fufpeft. In the quarter of the Va- 
tican, the Ronians prevailed ; and if the irre- 
parable moments had not been wafted in the 
pillage of the camp, they might have occupied 
the Milvian bridge, and charged in the rear 
of the Gothic hoft. On the other fide of the 
Tyber, Belifarius advanced from the Pincian 
and Salarian gates. But hi^ army, four thou- 
£tnd foldiers perhaps, was Ipft in a fpacious 
plain ; they were encompaffed and oppreflfed 
by frelh multitudes, who continually relieved 
the broken ranks of the Barbarians. The va- 
liant leaders of the infantry were unfkilled to 
conquer -, th^y died : the retreat (an hafty 
retreat) was covered by the prudence of the 
general, and the viftors ftarted back with 
affright from the formidaWe. afped of an armed 
rampart. The reputation of Belifarius was» 
unfullied by a defeat ; and the vain confidence > 
of the G^ths was not lefe feryiceable to his 
defign$9 than the repentance and modefty of 
the Roman troops. 

From the moment that Belifarius had de- Diareft of 
termined to fuftain a fiege, hisafliduous care*^^"^* 
provided Rome againft the danger of famine, 
more dreadful than the Gothic arms. An ex- 
traordinary 
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traordinaryfupplyof corn was Imputed from 
^cily : theharvefts of Campania andTufcany 
were forcibly fwept for the ufe of the dty } 
and the rights erf private property were in- 
fringed by the ftrong plea ot the public fafety. 
k might eaiily be torefeen that the enemy 
would intercept the aquedu^^ ; and the cef- 
&tion of the water-mills was the firft inconve- 
nience, which was fpcecfily removed by moor- 
ing large vefiels, and fixing mill-ftones, in the 
current of the river. The ftream was foon 
embarrafled by the trunks of trees, and pol- 
luted with dead bodies ; yet fo effedual were 
die precautions of the Roman general, that 
the waters of the Tyber ftill continued to give 
motion to the mills and drink to the inhaH- 
tants : the morediftant quarters were fupplied 
from domeftic wells ; and a befieged city might 
fiipport, without impatience, the privation of 
her public baths. A large portion of Rome, 
from the Prseneiftine gate to the church of St. 
Paul', was never invefted by the Goths ; their 
eiccurfions were refttsiiilc^ by the aiftivity of 
the Moorifh troops: the navigation of the 
Tyber, and thc^ Latin^ Appian, and Oftian 
ways, were left free and unmoleft^d for the 
introdudion of corn and cattle, .or the retreat 
of the inhabitant's, who fought a refuge in 
Campania or Sicily. Anxious to relieve him- 
felffrdm an ufelefs and devouring multitude, 
Bdifarius iffued his peremptory orders for the 
inftant departure of the women, the children, 
and flaves; required his foldiers to difmifs 
their male and female attendants, and regu- 
lated their aUowance, that one moiety fliould 
be given in provifions, and the other in mo- 
ney. His^forefight was jufdfied by the encreafe 

of 
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of the public diftrefs^ asfoOn as the Goths had 
occupied two important pofts in theneighbour- 
hood of Rome. By the lofe of the port, or 
as it is now called, the city of Porto, he was 
deprived of the country on the right of the 
Tyber, and the beft communication with the 
fea ; and he reflefted with grief and anger, 
that three hundred men, could he have fpared 
fuch a feeble band, might have defended its 
impregnable works. Seven miles from the 
capital, between the Appian and the Latin 
ways, two principal aqueduds croffing, and 
again croiling each other, inclofed within their 
folid and lotty arches a fortified fpace (87), 
where Vitiges eftabliflied a camp of feven 
thoufand Goths to intercept the convoys of 
Sicily and Campania. The granaries of Rome 
were infenfibly cxhaufted, the adjacent country 
had been wjifted with fire and fword.; fuch 
fcanty fupplies as might yet be obtained by 
hafty excurfions, were the reward of valour, 
and the purchafe of wealth : the forage of 
the horfes, and the bread of the foldiers, ne- 
ver failed j but in the laft months of the fiege, 
the. people was expofed to the miferies of fear* 
city, unwholefomefood (88), and contagious 
diforders. Belifarius faw and pitied their fuf- 
fering3 ; buthehadforefeen^ and he watched 
Vol. VII. <^ the 

(87) Procopiuf (Goth, 1. ii.c. 3.) has forgot to namethefe aque- 
dufis ; nor can fuch a double interfe^ioo, at fuch a diflance from 
Rome, be clearly afcertained from the writings of Frontinus Fabrettl 
and Efchinard, de Aqtiis and de i^gro Romaua, or from the local 
maps of Lameti and Cingolani. Seven or tight miles from the city 
(50 ftadia), on the road to Albano, between the Latin and Appiau 
ways, I difcem the remains of an aquedud (probably the Septimian), 
a feries (630 paces) of arches twenty-Bvefeet high (v4nx« ta-ayav,), 

(88) They made fanfages, aXXarac, of mule's fielh : unwhole* 
fome, if the animals had died of the plague. Otherwife the famous 
Bologna fattfages are faid to be made of afs fleih (Voyages de Labat, 
torn, ii. p. »i8.). 
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the jdecay of their Idyaky, and the progrefs of 
their difcOTitent* AdV^erfity had awakened the 
R(Hnan8 from the dreams of grandeur and 
freedom, and taught them the humiliating 
leffon, that it was offmail moment to -their 
real happinefc, whether the name of their 
mafter was derived from the Gothic or the 
Latin language. The lieutenant of Jtcftinian 
liftened to their juft complaints, but he rejed- . 
ed with difdain the idea of flight or ?:apitula- 
tion ; repreffed their clamorous impatience for 
battle; amufed them with theprofoeci of fure 
and ^edy relief; and fecured himfelf and 
the city from the eflefts of their defpair or 
treachery. Twice in each month he changed 
the ftation of the officers to whom the cuftody 
of the gates was committed : the various pre- 
cautions of patrds, watch-words, lights, and 
mufic, were repeatedly employed to difcover 
whatever pafled on the ramparts j out-guards 
were pofted beyond the ditch, aiid the trufly 
vigilance 6f dc^s fupplied the more doubtful 
•fidelity of mankind. A letter was intercepted, 
which affured the king of the Gotha, that the 
•Afinarian gate, >idjoining to the Lateral 
thurch, Ikould be fecretly opened^ to his 
pf^lfivt' ^^^^ps* On the prbof or fufpicion of treafbn, 
riuC ^ ^ feyeral fenators were baniflied, and the po^e 
Ke^/^^* Sylverius was fummoned to attend the repre- 
^* fentativeof hisfovereign, at his head-quarters 
in the Kn'dan palace (8'9)* The ecclefiaftics 

who 

' {t^) Thenuac of the palace,. Che hil]^ and the acijoiiiln^ gate, 
Were ullfiffiyed from the fehator Fiociiis. . Some recent ▼eftiges of 
temples and cliurches are nowfmoothed in the gardeD of the Minima 
of the Trinita del Meate (Nardhii, I. iv. c. 7. p. 196. Efchinard, 
p^2o9. wo. the old plan of Buffalind» iind the great plan of NoUi.), 
j^lifarius had fixed his ftationiietveen the JP/nritf/z and StdaJTiaa gatc» 
fProcop. Gotk. L i. c. I5 J# 
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who followed their biflicfp, were detained in 
the firft or fecond apartment (90), and he 
alone was admitted to the prefence of Belifari- 
us. The conqueror of Rome and Carthage 
was modeftly feated at the feet of Antonina, 
who reclined on a ftately couch : the general 
wasiilent, but the voice of reproach and me- 
nace iffued from the mouth of his imperious 
wife. Accufed by credible witneffes, and the 
evidence of his own fubfcription, the fucceffor 
of St. Peter was defpoiled of his pontifical orna- 
ments, clad in the mean habit of a monk, and 
embarked, without delay, for a diftant exile 
in the Eaft. At the emperor's command, the 
clergy of Rome proceeded to the choice of a 
new bifliop ; and after a folemn invocation of 
the Holy Ghoft, elefted the deacon Vigillus, 
who had purchafed the papal throne by a brib^ 
of two hundred pounds of gold. The profit, 
and confequently the guilt of this fimony, was 
imputed to Belifarius : but the hero obeyed 
the orders of his wife j Antonina ferved the 
pafliions of the emprefs ; and Theodora lavilh; 
ed her treafures, in the vain hope of obtain- 
ing a pontiff hoftile or indifferent to the coun- 
cil of Chalcedon (91). o/^edty! 

Theepiftleof Beliwrius to the empefof an- 
nounced his viAory, his danger, and his re- 
folution. " According to your commands, we 
" have entered the dominions of the Goths, 

Qjz " and " 

(go^ From the memlon o( Hie primiim ct ftcundum velum, it 
(houlo fesm that Belifarius, even kt z fiege, rej>refented the empe- 
ror, and maintained the proud cefemoni^l of the Byzantine palace. 

(91) Of this aA of facrilege, Frocopitt8(Goth. 1 i. c. 25.) is a dry 
and reludlant witnefs.^ I'he narratives of !bih«ratuB ( Breviarium, 
c. 12.) and Anaihiiius (de Vit. Pont. p. 39 ) are charadleriflic, but 
patfionate. |]eartheex<cration«of Gardinat Baronius (A. D. 536. 
N^ 123. A. D. 538. N^ 4—20.) : portentum, facinasomni exe- 
cratione dignum. 



22S THE DECLINE AND FALL 

" and reduced to your obedience, Sicilyy 
*^ Campania, and the city of Rome : but the 
^* lofs of thefe conquefts will be more difgrace- 
** ful than their acquifition was glorious. Hi- 
" therto we have fuccefsfully fought againft 
" the multitudes of the Barbarians, but their 
" multitudes may finally prevail. Viftdry is 
" the gift of Providence, but the reputation 
*^ of kings and generals depends on the fuc- 
^' eels or the failure of their defigns. Permit • 
^* me to fpeak with freedom ; if you wilh that 
" we fliould live, fend us fubfiftence ; if you 
*' defire that we fhould conquer, fend us arms, 
*' horfes and men. The Romans have re- 
** ceived us as friends and deliverers ; but in our 
^' prefent diftrefs, they will be either betrayed 
" by their confidence, or we fliall be oppreffed 
" by their treachery and hatred. For myfelf, 
** my life is confecrated to your fervice : it is 
" yours to refleft, whether my death in this 
** fituation will contribute to the glory and 
^^ profperity of your reign." Perhaps that 
reign would have been equally profperous, if 
the peaceful mafler of the Eaft nad abftained 
from the conqueft of Africa and Italy : but as 
Juflinian was ambitious of fame, he made fome 
efforts, they were feeble and languid, to fup- 
port and refcue his vidorious general. A re- 
inforcement of fixteen hundred Sclavonians 
and Huns was led by Martin and Valerian ; 
,and as they had repofed during the winter fea- 
fon in the harbours of Greece, the flrength of 
the men and horfes was not impaired by the 
fatigues of a fea-voyage j and they diftinguifh- 
ed their valour in the firft fally againfl the be- 
fiegers. About the time of the fummer folftice, 
Euthalius landed at Terracina with large 

fum^ 
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fums of money for the payment of the 
troops : he cautioufly proceeded along the 
Appian way, and this convoy entered Rome 
through the gate Capena (92), while Beli- , 
farius, on tne other fide, diverted the at- 
tention of the Goths by a vigorous and fuc- 
cefsful fkirmifh. Thefe feafenable aids, the 
ufe and reputation of which were dextroufly 
managed by the Roman general, revived the 
courage, or at leaft the hopes of the foldiers 
and people. The hiftorian Procopius was dif- 
patched with an important commiffion, to col- 
left the troops and provifions which Campa- 
nia could furnifli, or Conftantinople had fent ; 
and the fecretary of Belifarius was foon foU 
lowed by Antonina herfclf (93), who boldly 
traverfed the polls of the enemy, and return- 
ed with the Oriental fuccours to the relief of 
her hulband and the befieged city. A fleet of 
three thoufand I£iunans caft anchor in the bay 
of Naples, and afterwards at Oftia, Above 
two thoufand horfe, of whom a part were 
Thracians, landed at Tarentum; and, after 
the junftion of five hundred foldiers of Cam- 
pania, and a train of waggons laden with 
wine and flour, fhey direfted their march on 
the Appian way, from Capua to the neigh- 
bourhood of Rome. The forces that arrived 
by land and fea, were united at the mouth of 
the Tyber. Antonina convened a council of 
^ar ; it was r^folved to furmount, with fails 

and 

(9a) The old Capena was remoTed by Aurelianto, or near, the 
modern gate pf St. Sebaftitn (fee NoUi's plan). That memorable 
fpot has been confccrated by the Egerian grove, the memory of 
Numa, trtomphal arches, the fepulchres otthe Sdpios, MetelU, 
&c. 

(03) The expreffion of Procopius has an invidioiu caft— toxw sk 
'TV Itf-v^aXc, rnv a-^^iari ovfxBn^ofAtnv »«pa)o»sty (Goth, l.ii. c. 4.). Yet 
be is fpeaking of a woman. 
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and oars, the adv^rfe ftream of the river: and 
thq Goths were apprehenfive of difturbing, by 
any rafb hoftilities, the negociation to which 
Belifarius had craftily liftened. They credu- 
loufly believed, that they faw no more than 
the vanguard of a fleet and army, which al- 
ready covered the Ionian fea and the plains of 
Campania ; and the illufibn was fupported by 
the haughty language of the Roman general, 
when he gave audience to the ambafladors of 
Vitiges. After a fpecious difcQurfe to vindi- 
cate , the, juftice of his caufe, they declared, 
that, for the fake of peace, they were difpof- 
?d to renounce the pofleflion of Sicily j " The 
*' emperor is not lefs generous," replied his 
Ji^utenant, wjth a difdainful fmile, " in re- 
*f turn for a gift which you no longer poflefs, 
^^ bQ pjefents you with an anei^pt province of 
" the empire j he refigns to the Goths the 
", Sovereignty of the aritilh ifland." Belifa* 
jrius rejected with equal firmnefs and. com 
tempt, the ojSer of a tribute ; but he allowed 
the Gothic ambafladors to feek their fate from 
the inouth of Jufl:inian himfelf ; and confent- 
ipd, with feeming reludance, to a truce of 
)three months, from the winder folftice to the 
equino?: of fpriug* Prudence might not fafely 
truft either the oaths or hoftagcs of the Bar- 
barians, but the confcious fuperiority of the 
I^opian chief was exprefled in the diftribution 
Belifarius of tis tToops. As foon as fear or hunger com- 
mar^citics Pf ^^^ ^^ Goths to evacyate Alba, Porto, and 
^^uaiy. Centumcellae, their place was infl:antly fup- 
plie4 ; the garrifons of Narni, Sipoleto, and 
Perufia, were reinforced, apd the feven camps 
of the befiegers were graduaKy encompafled 
with the calamities of a fiege. The prayers 

and 
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and p|^m^€ ojf DaiiuS) bi&DpoOf Mil^n>: 
w^re not without effe^ ; and;}*^ ol^tsifte^, one 
thpulandThradanB aA^Ii^naas, toaflift the 
revolt of'Iiguria againil.her Arian tj^rajit* At 
tte fame time, John thfcSar]^m^i(5f4), the 
nephew of Vitaiiaii^.vr;^>#t^clied with two 
thoufend ciiofen hgrfe .firft to Alba onthe Fu- 
ciae lake, and afterwards jto the feopitiefs of 
Picenum on the Hadri^tic^f^- " In ?hat .pro* 
*^ vince/* iaid Belifariusy ** the Gk)tbs have 
^* depofit^d: their families and treafiifcepy ^th* 
" out a guard or ; tiiiCi jfitfplcion gf danger. 
*^ Doubtleft, they, will violate th^ tfuc^'i let 
" them feci your prefence, before tj^^y hear 
*' of your motionfe. . Sp^nr^tht It^ani?; fuf» 
*' fer not any fortified pWesi to rennaifi hoftile 
*' in your rear; ai>d faithfully r^ferve .the 
*' fpoil for an ecpal and commoi^ partition. 
" ft would jaot be r^afpn^le,'* he added with 
a laugh," that wliUft we, are toiliiiig to the 
" deSmiftion of the drow^ our ^w>re fortu- 
" nate brethren ihould rt$^ and enjoy the 
*' honey/V t: . .^ 

The whole nation of the Oftrogoth^ ^^^lirt^c^' 
been affembl^d for the attack^ and w^ almoftccgt of*^ 
entirely confumed in th^.fiege, of .Rome. If ^«^^«» 
any credit be due tQ an, intelligent fpeftator, Marchf ^ ' 
one-third at leafl of their enormous hoft \Jr^s 
deftroyed, in frequent and bloody combats 
under thp walk of the city. The bad fame 
and pernicious qu?dities of the fumnjer j^iv^ ^ 
plight already be imputed to the decay of agri- 
culture and population ; and the evils of fa* \ 
min^ and peftilence were aggravated by their 

own 



1^94) Anaftafius (p. 40.) ha« preferved this epithet of San^utharius, 
mhi^ might do honour to a tfger, 
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ownliccntioufiiefs, and the uhfricnctfjrdifpofi- 
tion of the country. While Vitiges ftniggled 
with his fortune ; while he heiitated between 
fhame and ruin ; ' his retreat was haftened 
by domcftic alarms. The king of the Goths 
was informed by trembling meffengers, that 
John the Sanguinary fpread the devattations of 
war from the Appenine to the Hadriatic ; that 
the rich fpoils and innumerable captives of Pi- 
cenum were lodged in the fortifications of Ri- 
mini ; and that this formidable chief had de- 
feated his uncle, infulted his capital, and fe- 
duced, by fecret correfpondence, the fidelity 
of his wife, the imperious daughter of Amala- 
fontha. Yet, before he retired, Vitiges made 
a laft effort, either to ftorm or to furprife the 
city. A fecret paffage wi§ difcovefed in one 
of the aquedufts ; two citizens of the Vatican 
were tempted bybribes to intoxicate theguards 
of the Aurclian gate V'an attack was meditat- 
ed on the walls beyond the ^yber, in a place' 
which was not fortifiecL with towers j afad the 
Barbarians advanced, with torches andicaling- 
ladders, totheal&tilt of thePirician gsCte. But 
every attempt was defeated by the intrepid 
vigilance of Belifarius and his band of vete- 
rans, who, in the moft perilous moments, 
did hot regret the abfenc^ of theii* compani-* 
ons ; and tne Goths, alike deftitute of hope 
and fubfiftence, clamoroufly urged their de- 
parture, before the truce Ihould expire, and 
the Roman cavalry ihould again be united. 
One year and nine days after the commence- 
ment of the fiege, an army^ fo lately ftrong 
and triumphant, burnt their tents, and tu- 
multuoufly repaffed the Milvian bridge. They 
repaffed not with impunity : their thronging 

multitudes. 
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multitudes, opprefled in a narrow pailage, 
>verc driven headlong into the Tyber, by their 
own fears and the purfuit of the enemy ; and 
the Roman general, fallying from the Pincian 
gate, inflifted afevere and difgraceful wound 
on their retreat. The flow length of a fickly 
and defponding hoft was heavily dragged along 
theJlaminian way ; from whence the Barbarians 
were fometimes compelled to deviate, left they 
fhould encounter the hoftile garrifons that 
guarded the high road to Rimini and Raven- 
na. Yet fo powerful w:as this flying army, 
that Vitiges fpared ten thoufand men for the 
defence of the cities, which he was moft folid- 
tous to preferve, and detached his nephew 
Uraias, with an adequate force, for the chaf- 
tifement of rebellious Milan. At the head of 
his principal army, he befieged Rimini j only 
thirty-three miles diftant from the Gothic ca- 
pital. A feeble rampart, and a ftiallow ditch, 
were maintained by th0 fkiU and valour of 
John the Sanguinary, who ftiar^ed the danger 
and fatigue of the meaneft foldier, and emu- 
lated; on a theatre lefs illuftrious, the military 
virtues of his great commander. The towers Lofe Ri- 
and battering engines of the Barbarians were"^***^* 
rendered ufelefs ; their attacks were repulfed ; 
and the tedious blockade, which reduced the 
garrifon to the laft extremity of hunger, af- 
forded time for the union and march of the 
Roman forces. A fleet which had furprifed 
Ancona, iailed along the coaft of the Hadriatic, 
to the relief of the befieged city. The eunuch 
Narfes landed in Kcenum with two thoufand 
Heruli and fiye thoufand of the braveft troops 
of the Eaft. The rock of the Appenine was 
forced ; ten thoufand veterans moved round 

the 
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the foot of the mountains, under the com* 
mand of Belifarius himfdf ; and a new army, 
whofe encampment blazed with innumerable 
lights, appeared to advance along the Flamini- 
an way. ' Overwheln>ed with aftoniihment 
and defpair, the Goths abandoned the iiege 
of Rimini, their tents, their fiandards, and 
their leaders ; and Vitiges, who gave or foL 
lowed the example of mght, never halted till 

^1^ he found a fhelter within the walls and mora£. 
fes of Ravenna. 

jeaioofy of To thcfe walls, and to fome fortrefies defii-^ 



^^JlJI^tute of any mutual fupport, the Gothic mo- 
A.D. 538.narchy was now reduced. The provinces of 
Italy had embraced the party of the emperor ; 
and his army, gradually recruited to the num- 
ber of twenty thouiand men, muft have at- 
thieved an eafy aiui rapid conqueft,' if their 
invincible powers had hot been weakened by 
the difcord of th§ Romaic chiefs. Before the 
end of the liege, an aA of blood, ambiguous 
and indifcreet, fuUied the, fair fame of Belifa* 
rius. Prefidius, a loyal Italian, as he fled from 
Ravenna to Rome, was rudely flopped by 
Conlblntine, the military governor of Spole- 
to, and defpoiled, even in ^ church, of two 
daggers richly inlaid with gold and precious 
ftones. As foon as the public danger had fub- 
iided, Prefidius complained of the lofe and in- 
jury : his complaint was heard, but the order 
of reftitution was difobcyed by the pride and 
avarice of the oflFender, Exstfperated by the 
delay, Prefidius bc^dly arrefted the general's 
horfe as he pafled through the forum ; and 
with the fpirit of a citizen, demanded the 
coininon benefit of the Roman laws. Th^ 

.honouf 
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honour of Beliiarius was engaged; hc/fum- 
moned a council ; claimed the obedience of 
his fiibordinate officer; and was provoked, 
by an infolent reply, to call haftily for the 
prefence of his guards. Conftantine, viewing 
their entrance as the fignal of death, drew 
his fMTord, and ruflied on the general, who 
nimbly eluded the ftroke, and was protefted 
by his friends; while the defperate affaffin 
was difarmed, dragged into a neighbouring 
chamber, and executed, or rather murdered, 
by the guards, at the arbitrary command of 
Belifarius (95)* In this hafty aft of violence, ^^^^ 
the guilt of Conftantine was no longer remem- tine, 
bered ; the defpair and death of that valiant 
oiEcer was fecretly imputed to the revenge of 
Artonina; and each of his colleagues, con* 
fcious of the fame rapine, was apprehenfive of 
the fame fate. The fear of a common enemy 
fu^ended the effefts of their envy and diC- 
content; but in the confidence of approaching 
viftory, they inftigated a powerful nval to op- 
pofe the conqueror of Rome and Africa. From Thecunnch 
the domeftic fervice of the palace, and the ad- Narfca. 
miniftration of the private revenue, Narfes 
the eunuch was fuddenly exalted to the head 
of an army ; and the fpirit of an hero, who 
afterwards equalled the merit and glory of 
Belifariu3, ferved only to perplex the operati- 
ons of the Gothic war. To ms prudent coun- 
fels, the relief of Rimini was afcribed by the 

leaders 



(9$) ThistranfatSlion is related in the public hiftory (Goth. I. ii. c. 
8.) with caud«ur or caution; inthe Anecdotes (c. 7.) with malevo- 
lence or freedom; but MarccUinus, or rather his cootinuator (in 
Chr«n.), cafts a (hade of premeditated afiaffination over the death of 
Conftantine. He had performed good fervice at Rome and Spolet* 
(Procop. Goth. 1 i. c. 7, 14.) ; but Alcmaanus confoundft him widi 
a Conftantinus comes flabuli. 
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leaders of the difcontented facHon, who ex- 
horted Narfes toaffume an independent and 
feparate command. The epiftle of Juftinian 
had mdeed enjoined his obedience to the gene- 
ral ; but the dangerous exception, " as far as 
" may be advantageous to the public fervice,'* 
refervcd fome freedom of judgment to the 
difcreet favourite, who had u) lately departed 
' from the facred and familiar converfation of 
his fovereign. In the exercife of this doubt- 
ful right, the eunuch perpetually diffented 
from the opinions of Belifarius ; and, after 
yielding with reluftance to the fiege of Urbino, 
he deferted his colleague in the night, and 
marched away to the conqueft of the JEmilian 
province. The fierce and formidable bands of 
the Heruli were attached to the perfon of 
Narfes {96); ten thpufand Romans and con- 
federates were perfuaded to march under his 
banners ; every malecontent embraced the 
fair opportunity of- revenging his private or 
imaginary wrongs ; and the remaining troops 
of Belifarius were divided and difperfed from 
the garrifons of Sicily to the fliores of the Ha- 

ri!d"°'h '^^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ perfeverance overcame 
rity of Be- cvery obftacle : Urbino was taken, the fieges 
lifariu*. Qf Facfulae, Orvieto, and Auximum, were un- 
dertaken and vigoroufly profecuted ; and the 
eunuch Narfes was at length recalled to the do- 
TOeftic cares of the palace. All diffentions 
were healed, and all oppofition was fubdued 

by 



(96) They refiifed toferve after his departure ; fold their captives 
and cattle to the Goths; and fwore never to fight againft them. Pro- 
copius introduces a curious digreflion on the manners and adventures 
•£ this wandering nation, apart of whom finailf emigrated to Thule 
or Scandinavia (Goth. l«ii. c. 14, X'j.). 
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by the temperate authority of the Roman ge- 
neral, to whom his enemies could not refufe 
their efteem ; and Belifarius inculcated the 
ialutary leffon, that the forces of the ftate 
ihould compofe one body» and be animated 
by one fouL But in the interval of difcord, 
the Goths were permitted to breathe ; an im- 
portant feafon was loft, Milan was deftroyed, 
and the northern provinces of Italy were af- 
flided by an inundation of the Franks. 

When Juftinian firft meditated the c6nqueft jn^afio" |>f 
of Italy, he fent ambaffado^s to the kings of Franks^ * 
the Franks, and adjured them, by the com- ^- '^• 
mon ties of allegiance and religion, to join in ^^ ' ^^^' 
the holy enterprife againft the Arians. The 
Goths, as their wants were more urgent, em- 
ployed a more efFedual mode of perfuafion, 
and vainly ftrove, by the gift of lands and mo- 
ney, to purchafe the friendfhip, or at leaft the 
neutrality, of a light and perfidious nation 
(97). But the arms of Belifiirius, and the re- 
volt of the Italians, had no fooner ihaken the 
Gothic monarchy, than Theodebert of Auftra- 
fia, the moft powerful and warlike of the Me- 
rovingian kings, was perfuaded to fuccoui;' 
their diftrefs by an indirect and fealbnable aid. 
Without expefting the confent of their fove- 
reign, ten thoufand Burgundians, his recent 
fubjefts, defcended from the Alps, and joined 
the troops which Vitiges had fent to chaftife 
the revolt of Milan. After an obftinate fiege, 
the capital of Liguria was reduced by famine, 
but no capitulation could be obtained, except 
for the fafe retreat of the Roman garrifon, 
Datius, the orthodox bifhop, who had feduc- 

ed 

(97) This national reproach of perfidy ( Procop, Goth , 1. ii. c. 15 . ^ 
offends the ear of La Mothe le Vaycr (t«m. viii. p. 163-^1 65 J, wl,o 
criticifes, as if he had not read»- the Greek hiftorian. 
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edhis countrymen to rebellion (98) and ruin, 
efcaped to the luxury and honours of the By- 
zantine court (99) ; but the clergy, perhaps 
the Arian clergy, wereflaughtered at the foot 
of their own altars by the defenders of the Ca- 
tholic faith. Three hundred thoufand males 
wtrc reported to be flain(ioo); the fediale 
fex, and the more precious fpoil, was refigned 
to the Burgundians ; and the houfes, or at 
leaft the waBs, of Milan, were levelled with 

Dcftniaionthe CTound. The Goths, in their laft mo- 
or Milan. O 1 1 1 1 n rt» r 

ments, were revenged by the deftruthon or a 
city, fecond only to Rome in fize and opu- 
lence, in the fplendour of its buildings, or the 
number of its inhabitants ; and Belifarius 
iympathifed alone in the fate of his deferted 
and devoted friends. Encouraged by this fuc- 
ceisful inroad, Theodebert himfelf, in the en- 
fuing ipring, invaded the plains of Italy with 
an army of one hundred thouiand Barbarians 
(loi). The king, and fome chofen follow- 
ers, were mounted on horfeback, and armed 
with lances : the infantry, without bows or 

fpears, 

(98) BaroDius applauds hit treafon, and joftifies the Catholic bi* 
ihops— qui nefub haeretico principe degant otnnem lapidem movent 
—an ufeful caution. The more rational Muratori ( Annali d*Italia, 
torn. V. p. 54.) hints at the guilt of perjury, and blames at leaft the 
imprudence of Datius, 

(99) St. Datius was more fuccefsful againft devils than againft Bar* 
barians. He travelled with a numerous retinue, and occupied at 
Coriodi a large houfe (Baronius, A. D. 538. No. 89. A, D. 539. 
No. ao.). 

(100) MvpM^ic TfULxcvra (compare Procopius, Goth. I.ii. c. 7. 11. )• 
Yet fuch population is incredible ; and the fecond or third city of Italy 
need not repme if we only decimate the numbers of the prefent text. 
Both Milan and Genoa revived in leis than thirty years (Paul Diacoo. 
de GeilisLangobard. l.ii. c. 38.}* 

(101) Befides Procopius, perhaps too Roman, fee the Chronicles 
of Marius and Marcellinus, Jornandes (in SucceC Regn. in Muratori, 
torn. i. p. 241.)) suid Gregory of Tours (l.iii. c. 32. in tom. ii. of the 
Hiftorians of France). Gregorjr fuppofes a defeat of Belifarius, who, 
in Aimoin (de Geftis Franc. 1. ii. c. 23k til Com. iii. p. 59.}. is flaixi 
by the Franks, 
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fpears, were fatisfied with » fliield, a fword, 
and a double-edged battk-axe, which, in their 
Kands, became a deadly and unerring weapon. 
Italy trembled at the march of the Franks ; 
and both the Gothic prince and the Roman 
general, alike ignorant of their defigns, foli- 
cited, with hope and terror, the friendlhip of 
thefe dangerous allies. Till he had fecured the 
paflage ot the Po on the bridge of Pavia, the 
grandfon of Clovis diffembled his intentions, 
which he at length declared, by affaulting, al- 
moft at the fame inftant, the hoftile camps of 
the Romans and Goths. Inftead of uniting 
their arms, they fled with equal precipitation ; 
and the fertile, though defolate provinces of 
Liguria and Emilia, were abandoned to a 
licentious hoft o£ Barbarians, whofe rage was 
not mitigated by any thoughts of fettlement 
or conqueft. Among the cities which they 
ruined, Grenoa, not yet conftrufted of mar- 
We, is particulariy enumerated : and the deaths 
of thoulands, according to the regular prac- 
tice of war, appear to have excited lefs horror 
than fome idolatrous facrifices of women and 
children, which were performed with impu- ^ 
nity in the camp of the moft Chriftian king. 
If it were not a melancholy truth, that the 
firft and moft cruel fuflPerings muft be the lot 
of the iiyiocent and helplefs, hiftory might 
exult in the mifery of the conquerors, who, 
in the midft of riches, were left deftitute of 
bread or wine, reduced to drink the waters of 
the Po^ and to feed on the flefh of diftempered 
cattle. The dyfentery fwept away one-third 
of their army ; and the clamours of his fub- 
jefts, who were impatient to pafs the Alps, 
diipofed Theodebert to liften with refped to 

the 
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the mild exhortations of Beliiarius. The me- 
mory of this inglorious and deftruftive war- 
fare was perpetrated on the medals of Gaul ; 
and Juftinian, without unfheathing his fword, 
affumed the title of conqueror of the Franks* 
The Merovingian prince was offended by the 
vanity of the emperor ; he affefted to pity the 
fallen fortunes of the Goths ; and hi^ infidious 
offer of a foederal union was fortified by the 
promife or menace of defcending from the 
Alps at the head of five hundred thoufand 
men. His plans of conqueft were boundlefs 
and perhaps chimerical. The king of Auflra- 
fia threatened to chaftife Juflinian, and to 
march to the gates of Conflantinople (102) ; 
he was overthrown and flain (103) by a wild 
bull (104), as he hunted in the Belgic or Ger- 
man forefts. 
BcHferius As foon as Belifarius was delivered from his 
RavcDna- foreign and domeflic enemies, he ferioufly 
applied his forces to the final reduftion of Italy* 
In the fiege of Ofimo, the general was nearly 
tranfpierced with an arrow, if the mortsil 
flxoke had not been intercepted bjr one of his 
guards, who lofl, in that pious ofnce, the ufe 
of his hand. The Goths of Ofimo, four thou- 
fand warriors, with thofe of Faefulae and the 

Cottian 

(loa) Agathias, 1. i. p. 14, 15, Could he have fcduced or fub- 
dued the Gcpid.e or Lombards ofPannonia, the Greek' hiftorian is 
confident chat he muflhave been deftroycd in Thrace. 

(103) The king pointed his fpcar-^the bull overturne4.a jtrec oa 
his head — he expired the fame day. Soch h the ftory of Agathias ; 
but the original hiilorians of France (torn. ii. p. aoa. 403. J5.8, 6^7.) 
impute his de^th to a hvtr. 

( 104) Without lofing myfelf in a labyrinih of fpecies and names' 
•^the aurochs, urus, bifocs, bubaluji, boqafus; buffalo, ^c. (Buf« 
fen, Hift. Nat. torn, xi, and Supplement, torn. iii. vi.), it is certain, 
that in the fixth century a large wild fpecies of horned cattle was 
hunted in the great forefts of the Vofgcs in Lorraine, and the As». 
dcnnes (Greg. Turon, torn, ii. 1. x, c, lo. p. 369,}. 
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OHtUn Alps, w^^ aoioi^ the laft^ who maiii«- 
tained their ind^^ndience ; and their gallant 
reiiftance, which almoil tired the patience, 
^jie&rY^d t|ie eftepRFi, of the jCoifiqueron His 
j^depce reftifed to fubfcribe the fafe condud: 
"^rhich thef alked, to join their brethren c^ 
Ravenna ; but tl}^y faved^ by an honourable 
capitidaiion, on$ moiety at kaft of their 
wealth, with tbie free akerj:iative pf retiring 
peace^ly to their eftati^p, or enliiHfiff to ferve 
.the emperor in hi^ Ftr&^ wara* The multi* 
jtudes which yet adheri^d to th« ftand^d of 
Vitiges, far fur^iTed the oumbar of the Ro- 
man troops: 1^ neitheir pF^y)er^» nor d^ 
si^ce, nor the extr^fn^ 49f^r of his i^o^ 
faityu} fu^e<^, cQ^ld teifnpt th^ Oot^ king 
lieyoiid the foitifipatiiOm ^ Ri^verma* The^ 
JFoirdfications M^^re, idde^^ iniprbgDable t9 
fthcafl^tiilt^ of 9it or Viple^Oe; »|i4 whm Bfr 
}i&riusinyefted^h^.cii]^t{d^* h/& W¥^ focm coa- 
vii¥^ tjia* famiia« o^y cdnUt^v^ the ftub- 
l^orn fpM.t of the fturbif ites. The fea, th/e 
imif aad the cfa^fii^s fa£ tbfs Po, were guardr 
cd by tl^ vi^;^9nc^ of thf Ro^^an general j 
m4 Mfi Qipr^ity e^jtenc^ tt» rights of war 
to the pr^^tice of poijioit^i^ the waters ((05% 
liod feer^jt^ feii»g jthe grw»«ffies {jo6) of » 
lif^kged pty (io7> While fcp pr^ffed thf 
VojL. VJL R blocjcadf 

( 105) In the Jiege of^a^unvn^, he ^A laboured to demdiilh af 
oldk^aedud, aad ihen' ca(t into the ftfeim, i. dead bodies; a. 
ndficliieirott* herbs ; and, 3. quick lime, which is named (fays Pro- 
copiusy 1. ii. c. 29 J Ttravof by the ancients ; by the moderns aa-0tcof. 
Yet both words sire vfed as fynonymous in Galen, Diofcorides, an^ 
LnciaB (Hett. Sce^. l^hd&vr. Lmg*' Oric. torn. iii. p. 74.8.). 

(106) The Goths fdlp^ed Mathifointha as an accomplice in t^ 
n/i^ltff whicb'ferha^s was oecafioned by accidental lightning 

(167) III ftriA pkilnfophy, a limitation of the rights of war fecraa 

. t6 imply nonfedfe aAd cooiradiaion. Orocius himfelf is loft in ah 

idO^ dkUndliOD^wtfcB theij[tts nat^ an^ the yn eebtiioQ; "betiisrceh 
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blockade of Ravenna, h6 was fiirprifed by the 
arrival of two ambaffadors from Conftantino^ 
ple^ with a treaty of peace, which Juftinian 
had imprudently figned, without deigning to 
confuk the zHth&c ^ his viftory. By this dit 
grlceful and precarious agreement, Italy and 
the Gothic treafure were divided, and the pro- 
vinces beyond the Po were left with the regal 
title to the fucceffor of Theodoric. The am'- 
baflfadors were eager to accomplifli their fali*- 
tary eommiffion ; the captive Vitiges accepted, 
with tranlport, the unexpefted oflFer of a 
crown ; hofiour was lefs prevalent among the 
<5oths, than the want and appetite of food ; 
and the Rohian chiefs, who murmured at the 
cbntiiiuance of the war, profeffed implicit fub* 
miffion to the commands of the emperor. If 
BeBfarius had pofTefled only the courage of a 
foldier, the laurel would have been fnatched 
from his hand by timid and envious counfels : 
but in this decifive moment, he refolved, 
with the magnanimity of a ftatefman, to fiif- 
tain alone the danger and merit of generous 
difobedience. Eacn of his officers gave a writ- 
ten opinion, that the liege of Ravenna was 
imprafticable and hopelefs : the general then 
rejefted the treaty of partition, and declared 
his own refolution of leading Vitiges in chains 
to the feet of JufBnian. The Goths retired 
with doubt and difmay : this peremptory re- 
fufal deprived them of the only fignature 

which 

poifoo and infedlon. He balancet in one fcale the piflages of Homer 
• (Odyfl*. A. 2«;9, &c.) and Flonis (J.ii. q. ao. N^ 7. alt.;; and in the 
other, theexamplen of Solon (Paufanias,..!. z. c. 37.) and Behfariusw 
Sec his great work De Jure Belli et Pacia (1. iii. c. 4. f. 15, 16, 17. 
and in fiarbeyrac'sverfion, tom^ii. p. 257, &c.). Yet I can'undec- 
iland the benefit and validity of an agreement, tacit or exprefs, mu^ 
tually to abftain from certain modes of lioftih'ty. See the Ampbic- 
tyonic oath io EfchiAcs, dc FaU^ Legatione. 
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which they could truft, and filled their minds 
with a juft apprehenfion, that a iagacious ene- 
my had difcovered the full extent of their de- 
plorable ftate. They compared the fame and 
fortune of Belifarius with the weakneis of 
their ill-fated king ; and the comparifon fug- 
gifted an extraordinary projed to which Vi- 
tiges, with apparent reiignation, was compel- 
led to acquiefce. Partition would ruin the 
ftrength, exile would difgrace the honour, of 
the nation ; but they offered their arms, their 
treafures, and the fortifications of Ravenna, 
if Belifarius would difclaim the authority of a 
mafter, accept the choice of the Goths, and 
aifume, as he had deferved, the kingdom 
of Italy. If the falfe luftre of a diadem could 
have tempted the loyalty of a faithful fubjeft, 
his prudence muft have forefeen the incon- 
ftancy of the Barbarians, and his rational am- 
bition would prefer the fafe and honourable 
flation of a Roman general. Even the pati- 
ence and feeming fatisfaftion with which he 
entertained a propofal of treafon, might be 
fufceptible of a malignant interpretation. But 
the lieutenant of Juftinian was confcious of 
his own rei5titude ; he entered into a dark and 
crooked path, as it might lead to the volun- 
tary fubmiffion of the Goths ; and his dexte- 
rous policy perfuaded them that he was dif- 
pofed to comply with their wifhes, without 
engaging an oath or a promife for the perfor- 
mance of a treaty which he fecretly abhorred. 
The day of the furrender of Ravenna was 
ftipulated by the Gothic ambafTadors : a fleet 
laden with provifions, failed as a welcome 
gueft into the deepcft recefs of the harbour : ["J^jJ^** 
the gates were opened to the fancied king of kingdOTof 

December, 
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!t^; ^d Befiiarms, without ixieetifig aft 
enen^y, triumphantly' marched through rhe 
ftrects of an impFegnaUe city (io8). The 
Romany were aAoni&ed by thdr fticce^ ; the 
multitudes of tall and robuft Barbarians \rere 
confounded by the image of theUr own pa- 
tience ; and the mafcufoe fems^^ fitting ia 
the £ices of thdr Hq^hs and huibands, moft 
bitterly reproached them for betraying their 
dominion and freedom to thefe pygmies of the 
ftnith, contemptible in their nnmbeFs, dimi- 
ftutive in their ftature* Before the Goths 
could recover from the firft furprife, aiid cbdm 
the ^ccompfifliment of their doubtful hopes, 
the viftor eftaUiflied his power in Ravenna, 
beyond the danger of repentance and reveal* 
Captivityof Vitiges, who perhaps, had attempted to efcape, 
^^^^^ was nonouraMh^ guarded in his palace (log); 
the flower of the Gothic yout^ was fclefted 
for the fervice of the emperor ; the ren^inder 
of the people was ^finifled to their peaceful 
habitations in the fouthem provinces; and a 
colonyof Italians was invited tore^eni&the 
depopulated dty. The fubmiflion of the ca- 
pital was imitated in the towns and villages of 
Italy, which had not been fubdued, or even 

vifited 



( io3^ Itavenna was taken, not in the year 540, But in fhc latter 
^i 0^539: and F«$i (torn. ii. p^ 5i&9*}. '^ se^ied b/MaraCori 
.(AiwaUd' Italia, tom^v, p. 6«.), whoprovesj from an original ad 
on papyms (Antiquit. Ttaliae Medit i£yi, torn. xi. d^ert. xxxii. p. 
^9-— 1007. Malfci, Iftbria Oiplomat. p. 1 55— J6p.)> tfeat befote 
the jd of Ji^nary 5461 peace :^ free correfpondence were rcftond 
between Ravenna and Faenza. 

( ! o^) He was* fciz«d b^ John the Saogitioary, bnt an otth or fa- 
traf)|iefitWM plcKlgedfoflusfa&tyxn theBaiUica Ju^i (Hlft. MtfccU. 
I xvii, in Muratori, torn. x. p. I*7.)» Anaftafiiis^in Vit. Pon*. i>, 
40.) givei» a dark bufeprdlNkbIeii£cattttt. Klb>iftfancon ii. quotsd if. 
KaCcev (Hid. of tbe OefmaaB, xii. iL) for a votive Ihieldyprc- 
fcnting the captivity of Vitiges, And now in the colleftion of ngner 
l^andi art Rome, 
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vifited by the Romans ;^ aad the iQdependent 
Goths who remained in arms at Pavia and 
Verona, were ambitipus ©illy to become the 
fubjeds of Belifarius. But his inflexible Idy- 
alty rejefted, excq)t as the fubftitnte of Jufti- 
nian^ their oaths of allegiance ; and he was 
not offended by the reproach of their depu^- 
ties, that he rather chofe to be a flave than a 
king- 
After th^ fecond viAory of Belifarius, cn-^*"™ ^4 
vy ^in whiipered, Juftinian liftetied, andBcUfiiriu^ 
the hero was reeafled. " The remnant of^-^-^^°» 
** the Gothic war was no longer wortiiy of *^ 
'' his prefence : a gracious fovwreign was im- 
" patient to reward his fervices, and to con- 
^^ fult his wifdom ; and he alone wascapaU^ 
** of defendingthe Eaft againft the innumera- 
** ble armies ofrerfi^/* Selirarius undcrftood 
the fui^^cion, accepted the cxcufe^ embarked 
at Ravenna his fpoils and trophies ; and 
proved, by his ready .ol)edience, that fuch an 
abrupt removal from the government of Italy 
was not leis unjuft than tt mi^ht have been 
indifcrect^ The emperor received with ho- 
nourable courtefy, boch Vitiges and his more 
noble confort : and as the kin^ of the Goths 
conformed to the Athanaiian mth, he obtain- 
ed, with a rich inlaterltance of lands in Aiia, 
the mnk of ienatco: and patrician ^iio)* 
Every fpedator admired, without penl, tli 
ftrength and fiatiure of the yoxmg Barbarians : 
they adored the miLJ^fty of the throne, and 

pf omifed 

(fz«) Vitiges lived two ycut At Conilintkiople, and iin|>eratori8 
iu afield iowviHui (or conjuDclw) rebus exceiEt humanis. His wi- 
dew, Mati^fuaua, the wife and mocbcr of the patricians, tlxe elder 
and..yotioger Germanas, uniteti the {beams of Anician and Ama!U 
l>lood {Joroandfa, c, 6o.p. 231. In Muratorii tf>xn. i.}* 



246 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

promifed to flicd their blood in the fervice of 
their benefeftor. Juftinian depofited in the 
Byzantine palace the treafures of the Gothic 
monarchy. A flattering fenate was fometimes 
admitted to gaze on the magnificent fpedade ; 
but it was envioufly feduded from the public 
view ; and the conqueror of Italy renounced, 
without a murmur, perhaps without a figh, 
the well-earned honours of a fecond triumph. 
His glory was indeed exalted above all exter- . 
nal pomp ; and the faint and hollow praiies 
of tne court were fupplied, even in a fervile 
age, by the refpeft and admiration of his 
country. Whenever he appeared in the 
ftreets and public places or Conftantinople, 
Beliiarius attrafted and fatisfied the eyes of the 
people. His lofty ftature and majeftic coun- 
tenance fulfilled their e^peftations of an hero ; 
the meaneft of his fellow-citizens were em- 
boldened by his. gentle and gracious de- 
meanour ; and the martial train which attend- 
ed his footftcps, left his perfon more acceflible 
than in a day of battle. Seven thoufand 
horfemen, matchlel^ for beauty and valour, 
were maintained in the fervice, and at the 
private expence of the general (i 1 1). Their 
prowefs was always compicupus in fingle com- 
bats, or in the fofemoft ranks ; and both 
parties confefled that in the fiege of Rome, 
the guards o^ Belifarlus had alone vanquiflied 
the Barbarian hoft. Their numbers were con- 
ti|iually augmented by the braveft and moft 

feithfiil 



(tii) Procopius, Goth. 1. in. c. t. Aitnotn, a French monk of 
the xith century, who had obtained, and has diaiigured, feme au- ' 

thentic informatiod of Belifariuf, mentions, in his name, la.oco | 

/»*ri or flavcs—quos propriis aliinus ftipendiis—befidcs 18,000 fol- 
diers(Hiftorians of France, tom.iii. De Gefiis Franc, l ii. c. ^, 
P' 480- 
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iaif hful of the enemy ; and his fortunate 
captives, the Vandals, the Moors, and' the • 
Goths, emulated the attachment of his do- 
meftic followers. By the union of lifeerality 
and juftite, he acquired- the lov^^of the fol- 
diers, without alienating the afFetftion^of the 
peofde. The fick and wounded were relieved 
with medicines and money ; and ftill more 
cfficacioufly, by the heaHng vifits ^nd fmiles 
of their commander. The lofs of a weapon 
or an horfe was inftantly repaired, and each 
deed of valour was i«warded by the rich and 
honourable gifts of a bracelet or a coHar, which 
were rendered more precious by the judg- 
ment of Belilarius. • He was endeared: ta the 
hu£bandmcn, by the peace and plenty which 
they enjoyed under the ftiadow of his ftand* 
ard. Inftead of bcingl iaijured, the country . ^ 

was enriched by : the march of the Roman 
armies; and fiich was the rigid difiipline of 
their ..camp^ that not an apple was gathered 
jfrom the tree, not a path could be traced in 
the fields of corn- Behfarius waidiafteand 
foher* In the licence of. a military life, none 
could boaft that tfaey: had feen him ititoxicat- 
ed \^th wine : the ttioft feautiful captives of 
Gothic or Vaiidal race were oflfered to his 
embraces; but he: turned afide from their 
charms, and the hufhand'of Antonina was 
never fufpefted of' violating the laws of con^ 
jugal fidelity. The fpedator and hiftorian of 
hi& ei^ploits has obfccved^ that amidfithepe'- 
ifls of war, he was daring without raflinefs, 
prudent without fear, flow or rapid accord- 
ing to the e2dgenc<» of "th^ riioment ; that in 
the deepeft ' diflrefe, he was animated by real 
or apparent hope, but that he was modeft 

and 
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and humble ; wi the moft profpiroiis fdrtiiM. 
Bythefc yirtues^ hcjequidled or djcceltedthe 
andent mafters of the .inililai*y arti Viftbrj^^ 
by fea and land,' attaaded his .arms. He Aih*- 
du^ Africa^ Italy^ abd the adjdcent iflaiKib^* 
led away captives the fucceflbrs of Genferic 
and Theodoric ; filled Ckmfiailtinople With 
^ j^dils of their palaces^. and in the fpace of 
fix ycarfe recovcredf half thd jprovinces cf the 
Wdltern empire^ In his fime and merit, in 
\Rpeakh and power, he reitiained without a tu 
val, the firil of the Roman fiabjefts : the 
vcke of 6byjf Qodbd tmdy.xnagniiy his dang&*> 
rous imfiortiLnce ; and the emperor mi^t 
ap|daud. his own dlfcerning j|)ii4t, wfakh 
had difcoi^ejfod and raifipd the genius of Beli^ 
iarius. 

seereehif- ^ ^^^^^ ^^ cufioflpLJof .the iRbmadii ttiiimphs^. 

toryof hi» that a flaveihouhi ite pladdd bbhind the dia>. 

sina. "^^liot tb irdmiBd tiie toni|\fterdr of the iB&AU 
lity )Cxf fortune, and the iin£niiitie8 Df h«u 
mail natnrei Brooc^iizs,: ia:his .anscdoteis,' 
fiasaOhiidfd that ferVile^^ ungratelul ^. 
fioe; Tfat graielroiis rtoder ^mly cail away the 
libd^ but tte evideiice bf jfit£h tHU adhekre to 
Ilis meinpry ; and lie iwiJl rdhidantly donfefe, 
tMt like famig and eren the' iiriitue Jof Befi&^ 
tm% wcra polii^ted by: the hift and qroslty of 
hiswifcLi; and that the hfito iteftrved an ap* 
pdiation which may not tl#op from the pea 
of the deceht Inftoriafai The mother of An*. 
tooipa(iU) w^ a theatackfcj prdiiitute^ 4and 
^ ' ' bcfth 

fifU Mjd nipft curious cjiaptcr^.of di^ AuccAjtc^. Of jHcfc ^raingib, 
Anetdotfe^, a jJaH tna'y he tStife, b«iAifd^pfWbaljfc-i-a1id a pHt' tf^e, 

htca^UimprfibpiA^^ . ?ro«>J|>»tiimiti live 1M|«^* the fwmtsr.ttia i*« 

Ifttc? he could fcarcely im/eff/. 
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both /hi^r father and ^nd£ithef idkdta&d at 
TheflUonidL aiid Confiantinopl^^ the vile, 
thotigh lucrative, ^rofoftidn of dxactoteors. 
la the various fituations cf their fortUBe, iht 
became the companiorx, the eiietny, lihefer- 
rzsxty and the farourite of the eanxrois Thea» 
dota: thefe loofe and ambitiQiiis ^females had 
bebn connedied by fimilar |]deafbn^ ; they 
were fe^rated by the jeateiify of vice^ and 
^ fengta recondled by the partnerflrip t>f 
guHt. Before her marriage with Belifiuins, 
Antonina had one^uflband and nuny lovers ; 
Fh<Hiua, the foil of Iker ibtnu^r mipttak, waa 
of an i^e to diifin^uifli hicnfeif at the iiege 
of Nap]^; and it ji^s flikot tifl f he autunrn of 
hor age and beauty (1.13) that ihe indulged 
a &andak)Us attaidfaknent to a Hu^aciin youth. 
Theodofiud had been isducatted in the Euno- Her lover 
auan hercfy; dii Afrkkn voySigc was confc*'^'^^^^"'- 
crated by the bkptiibi iand auQi&ODS name <if 
the &f& fi>l<&r who icoboLrksd^: imd the pro- 
tidy te #as adopted into the femiiy df hisipi- 
ritual parents {i 14), fidiiarius aAd Antonina. 
Before they tonchfed the Ifaates* of ii^ica, 
this holy kindred degenerated into fenfiid 
love ; ami as Aattmkia iotm ovetieapod the 
boutals of modefty and caution, tihe Rofenxn 
general was abne igaorat^titf his own diiho* 
nour. During thfibr itsfideooe st Qaithage, 
he furpn&d tln^ twa loVers In a Albtei^aneGnis 
chaiaber^ iblitory^ ^irm^ aAd ahnoft aiaked* 

Aiiger 



](ti3) Proeopiiw Man^M^ {MkcdHt. t, 4.)t|Mit. ^^9^ Mi£mm 

returned' to Italy /A, t>. J43), Antonina was fixty ^ears of age, 

wUli't 

{€» I.) and Alemannus (p. 2, 3.)* Thlt niodc o£ byfCifinalMiopUoil 
iwms rctivcd by Leo the phitefopher. 



»rccey D^t vnte ^pUKt icoMtniciMM, wihcii w f a rs t — c^wic cofiv 
90^ whftB Jlc WM fmtia|{A«D..5{9), %vohM>e ^oao^Ute 
b'tbe manhood ot P^otiys (Oothic. ].i. c. 10.) in 536. 
r^4).ObUips«e aeHaan^aJic War <]. 4. •. 1 si #itli &e AaecdtMt 
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Anger flaihed from his eyes, " With the 
" help of this young man/' laid the unblush- 
ing Antonina, ** I was fecreting our moft 
^ predous eflfecls from the knowledge of Juf- 
*' tinian." The youth refumed his garments, 
and the pious hulband confented to difbelieve 
the evidence of his own fenfes. From this 

S leafing and perhaps voluntary delufion, Be- 
£uius was awakened at Syracufe, by the of- 
ficious information of Macedonia : and that 
female attendant, after requiring an oath for 
her fecurity, produced two chamberlains, 
who, like herfelf, had often beheld the adul- 
teries of Antonina. An hafty flight into Afia 
faved Theodofius from the juftice of an in- 
jured huiband, who had fignified to one of 
his guards the order of his death ; but the 
tears of Antonina, and her artful feduftions, 
allured the credulous hero of her innocence ; 
and he ftooped, againft his faith and judg- 
ment, to abandon thofe imprudent fnends 
who had, prefiimed to accufe or doubt the 
chaflityof -his wife. The revenge of a guilty 
^ ^ woman is implacable and bloody : the unfor- 
tunate Macedbnia, vnth the two witnefles, 
were fccretly ^arrefted by the minifler of her 
cruelty ;^ their tongues were cut out, their 
bodies were: hacked ^ itito i finall pieces, and 
their' remains were cafl into the fea of Syra- 
cufe... Aiaiifii,, though jaidicioiis faying of 
Conflaaitiiie ;! .'* I would foomt have punifh- 
^'.ed the adultrefs than the boy," was deeply 
remembered by Antonina ; and two years af- 
terwards, v/hen defpait had arihed that offi- 
cer againft his general,. her jTanguihary advice 
decided aiid haftened his execution. Even 
the indignation of Photius was not forgiven- 
..... ..: .. .. ,. , , by^ 
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by his mother ; the exile of her fon prepared 
the recal of her lover ; and Theodofius con- 
defcended to accept the prefling and humble 
invitation of the conqueror of Italy. In the 
abfolute direftion of his houfehold, and in 
the important commiflions of peace and war 
(115), the favourite youth moft rapidly ac- 
quired a fortune of four hundred thoufand 
pounds fterling : and after their return to 
Conftantinople, the paflion of Antonina, at 
leaft, continued ardent and unabated. But 
fear, devotion, and laflitude perhaps, infpir- 
ed Theodofius with more ferious thoughts; 
He dreaded the bufy fcandal of the capital, 
and the indifcreet fendnefs of the wife of Be* 
lifarius ; efcaped from her embraces, and re- 
tiring to Ephefus, fhaved his head, and took 
refuge in the fanftuary of a monaftic life. 
The defpair of the new Ariadne could fcarce- 
ly have been excufed by the death of her hut 
band. She wept, flie tore her hair, fibe filled 
the palace with her cries ; *^ fhe had loft the 
" deareft of friends, a tender, a faithfal, a 
** laborious friend !'* But her warm entrea- 
ties, fortified by the prayers of Belifarius;, 
were infufficient to draw the holy monk; from 
the folitude of Ephefus. It was not till the 
general moved forward for the Perfian war, 
that Theodofius cptdd be tempted to return 
to Conftantinople 5 and the fhort interval be- 
fore the departure of AntoAina herfelf was 
boldly devoted to love and pleafure. 

A philofopher may pity and forgive the in- Refent- 
iirmities of female nature, from which he re- Jfariuf i^ 

CeiveS her Ion 
Photiua. 
(II $) In November 537, Phocias arrefbed the pope (Liberat Brev. 
(T. 22. Pagi, torn. ii. p. 56x.}. About the end of 539, Belifarius 
fent Theodofius— rov rn out<t rn avra t^^ttra^-on an importanc and 
lucrative commiflioo to Ravenna (Goth. I. ii, c. z8.). 
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ceives no real injury ; but xxmtemptible ib the 
huiband wiio feels^ and yet eaduPes his own 
infamy in that of his wife. Antonina purfu^ 
ed her fon with implacable hata-ed ; and the 
gallant Phothis (i t6) was expofed to her fe« 
cret perfecuti(His in the camp beyond the TU 
gris. Enraged by his own wrongs, and by 
the diihonour of his Uood^ he caft: away in 
his turn the fentiments of nature, and reveal- 
ed to Bdiiarius the turpitude of a woman 
who had violated all the duties of a mother 
smd a wife* From the finrprife and indigna- 
tion of the Roman general, his fomier ere* 
dulity a^^ears to have beeti iincere : he em* 
braced the knbes of the fon of Antonina^ ad- 
jured him to remember his ob^gations rather 
than lus birth, and ccnifirmed at the altar 
thdr holy vows of revenge and mutual de- 
fence. The doFminion of Antonina was im- 
piafed byabfenc;&; and "v^faen i}|e met her 
hiiibaskAy otat his return £com the Perfian con- 
6ttcs^ Beti&rius^ in his firfl and tranfient 
emotions, confin^ her perfen and threaten*. 
id her life. Photius w^ more refolved to 
putiifli, and leis prompt to pardon : he flew 
Ibo Ephefus , ^xtorted from a trufiv eunXKh of 
iris snother tha fall confefi^ti ot her ^ilt ; 
Aprefted Theodofiu^ and his treafures m the 
church t)f St. John the Apofiie, and oonceal- 
^ hisc9|>tlycis^/w^K)fe eKecution.Was onlyde^ 
kiyed, in & feouri^ and feq^ii^red fortrds of 
Cilicia. St»ch a darii^ outr^gls againft public 
.julUce co^d li(N: f^& with impukuty ^ and the 
caufe of Antonina was ^fpig^u^ by the em- 

prefS| 

• ' {ii'6) Thcopbants (C^on()»f siph. |j. ^104-) Hyles him nothing thp 
Ton-in-laTv of BMifathis ; and he is copied by <hc- HHlot^ Mffcdh 
?n'd AnaftaGus. " • 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 5^53 

pre&9 wbo€t Javoar &a had de&rved by th« 
recent fcrvices of the difgrace of a prifeft, 
and the exile and murdsr of a pope. At th^ 
end of the campaign, Bdiiarius was recalled : 
he com^ied, as^i^al, with the Imperial man- 
date. His mind was not prepared for rebel* 
lion : his obedience, however adverfe to the 
cUi^kates of honour, was confonant to the 
wiibes of his heart ; and when he embraced 
his wife, at the command, and perhaps in 
the prefence, of ^be empreft, the tender huf*- 
band was diipofisd to forgive or to be for- 
givoi. The bounty of Theodora referved 
for her companion a more precioxis favour. 
** I have found/* (he did, ^ my deareft pa- 
^ tridan, a pead of inefiimabk value : tt has 
** not yet been viewed by any mortal eye ; 
** but the fight and the poflCeffion of thi$ jewd 
" are deftined for my friend-" As foon as 
the curiofity and impatience of Antonina 
were kindled, the door of a bedchamber was 
thrown opcQ, and ihe beheld hor lover, 
whom the diligence oi the eunuchs had dif- 
<overed in his lecret prifon. Her filoxt 
wonder burft into paffionate exdamations 
oj^ gratitude and joy, and flie named Theo- 
dora, her queen, her benefadrefs, and her 
&viour. The monk of Epheiks was nou- 
riflied in the pakce with luxury and ambi- 
tion ; but inftead of afiuming, as he was 
promifed, the command of the Roman armies, 
Theodofius expired in the firft fatigues of an — ^ / 
amiorous interview. The grief of Antonina p„fc<^tion 
could only be afluaged by the fu&rings ofofherfou. 
her ion. A youth of confular rank, and a 
fickly confikution, was puniihed without a 
t44^1, like a snate£ador suid a Have : yet fuch 
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was the confiancyjof his mind, that Photins 
fuftained the tortures of the fcourge and the 
rack, without violating the faith which he 
had fworn to Belifarius. After this fhiitleis 
cruehy, the fon of Antonina, while his mother 
feafted with the emprefe, was buried in her 
fubterraneous prifons, which admitted not the 
diftinction of night and day. He twice efcap- 
ed to the moft venerable fanduaries of Con- 
ftantinople, the churches of St. Sophia and of 
the Virgin ; but his tyrants, w^e infenfible of 
religion as of pity ; and the helplefs youth, 
amidft the clamours of the clergy and people, 
was twice dragged from the altar to the dun- 
geon. His third attempt was more fucceisftil. 
At the end of three years, the prc^het Zacha- 
riah, or fome mortal friend, indicated the 
means of an efcape : he eluded^Jj^e fpies and 
guards of the emprefs, reached tJ^Ttoly iepul- 
chrc of Jerufalcm, embraced the profeffion of 
^ - ^^a monk ; and the abbot Photius was employ- 
ed, after the death of Juftinian, to reconcile 
and regulate the churches of Egypt. The fon 
of Antonina fufFered all that an enemy can in- 
AiA : her patient hu{band imjpofed on him- 
felf the more exquifite mifery o£ violating hk 
promife and deferting his friend. 
Dffgrace In the fucceeding campaign, Belifiirius was 
T^^of^B^l^S^^ fent againft the Perfiaiis : he feved the 
farms. Eaft, but he of&nded Theodora, and perhaps 
the emperor himfelf. The malady of Juftini- 
an had countenanced the rumour of his death ; 
and the Roman general, on the fuppofition of 
that probable event, fpoke the free language erf" 
a citizen and a foldier. His colleague Bruzes, 
who concurred in the feme fentiments, loft his 
rank, his liberty, and his health, by the per- 
iecution of the emprefs : but the difgrace of 

Beliferius 
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Bdifarius was alleviated by the dignity of his 
own charafter, and the influence of his wife, 
who might wrQi to humble, but could not de- 
fire to ruin the partner of her fortunes. Even 
his removal was coloured by the afTurance, 
that the finking ftate-of Italy would be retriev- 
ed by the fingle prefence of its conqueror. But 
no fooner had he returned, alone and de- 
fencelefs, than an hoftile commlffion was fent 
to the Eaft:, to feize his treafures and crimi- 
nate his aftions ; the guards and veterans who 
followed his private banner, were diftributed 
among the chiefs of the army, and even the 
eunuchs prefumed to caft lots for the partition 
of his martial domeftics. When he paffed with 
a fmaU and fordid retinue through the ftreets 
of Conftantinople, his forlorn appearance ex- 
cited the amazement and compaflion of the 
people. Juftinian and Theodora received hini 
with cold ingratitude ; the fervile crowd, 
with infolence and contempt ; and in the even- 
ing he retired with trembling fteps to his de- 
fcrted palace. An indifpofition, feigned or 
real, had confined Antonina to her apartment: 
and fhe walked difdainfully filent in the adja- 
cent portico, while Belifarius threw himfelf on 
his bed, and expefted, in an agony of grief 
and terror, the death tvhich he had fo often 
braved under the walls of Rome. Long after 
fun-fet, a meflenger was announced from the 
emprefe ; he opened with anxious curiofity 
the letter which contained the fentence of his 
fate. " You cannot be ignorant how much 
" you have defer ved my difpleafure. I am 
" not infenfible of the fervices of Antonina. 
" To her merits and interceflion I have grant- 
" ed your life, and permit you to retain a part 
** of your treafures, which might be iuftly 

« forfeited 
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^ forfeited to ti^e ftate. Let your ^ratitude^ 
•• where it is due, be difplayed, not in words, 
" but in your future behaviour/' I know not 
how to believe or to relate the tranfports 
with which the hero is iaid to h^ve received 
this ignominious pardon. He fell proftrate 
before his wife, he Idiled the feet of his £1- 
viour, and he devoutly promifed to live tbp 
grated and fubmiflive Have of Antoninat A 
fine of one hundred ind twenty thoui^nd 
pounds fterling was levied on the fortunes of 
Beli£uius ; and with the office of count, or 
mafter of the royal fiables, he accepted the 
condud of the Italian wzx. At his departure 
from Confiantinople, his friends, and eve^ 
the public, were perfuaded, that asfoon as he 
renined his freedom, he would renounce his 
diflimuladon, and that his wife, Theodora^ 
and perhaps the emperor himfdf, wcmld b^ 
£t^ficed to the juft revenge of a virtuous re- 
bel. Thdr hopes were deceived } and the i;n^ 
conquerable patience and loyalty of BeUikrius 
appfsar either behw or alcove the charader of 
a MAf^(n7). 

{z 1 7) The contionator of the Ohronide of Marcelliavs p^^9> ui a 
few decent words, the fubftance of die Anecdotes: B^arhis dt 
Orieote erocupp^ in o§aifym ferknlimifiie uinufqui ^^ ^ iUt- 
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CHAP. XLtl. 



State of the Barbaric World.-^EJlabli/bfnent of 
the Lombards oh the Danube.-^Tribes and 
Inroads of the Sclavonidns.^-^rigin^ En^ire^ 
and Embajftes of the Turks. — The Flight of 
the Avars.^^hofroes L of Nujhirvan King of 
Perjia. — His proj^rous Reign and Wars with 
the Romans.— ^The Colchian or Lazic War.^^ 
* The Ethiopians. 



OUR eftimate of perfonal merit is relative wc^^eft^ 
to the comnion faculties of mankind, pireo/juf- 
The afpiring eflforts of genius, of virtue, ei- tinian, . 
ther in aftive or fpecuhtivc life, aire mesLfur-^ jay-l^^j. 
cd, not fo much by their real elevation, as by 
the height to which they aicend above the le- 
vel of their age or country : and the feme fta- 
, ture, which in a people of giants would pafs 
unnoticed, muft appear conlpicuous in a race 
of pygmies, Leonidas, and his three hundred 
companions, devoted their lives at Thermopy- 
lae ; but the education of the infant ^ the boy, 
and the man, had prepared, and almoft en- 
fured this memorable facrifice ; and each 
Spartan would approve, rather than admire, 
an aft of duty, of which himfelf and eight 
thoufand of his fellow^itizens were equaJly^ 
capable (i). The great Pompey might in- 
VoL. VIL S fcribe 

(X) It will be a pleafure, not a taik, to read Herodotus (L vii. c« 
■04, 134, p. 550, 615.) The converfatioD of Xerxes and Uemara* 
tus at Thermopjlx, is one of the moft intcrefting and moral fcenet 
in hiftory. It was the torture of the royal Spartan to Ikholdj with 
aoguiih andremorfe, the virtue of hit country. 
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icribe oh his trophies, that he had defeated in 
battle two millions of enemies, and reduced 
fifteen hundred cities frora the lake Maeotis to 
the Red Sea (2): but the fortune of Rome 
flew before his eagles ; the nations were op- 
prefled by their own fears, and the invincible 
kgions \(^ich he commanded, had been form^* 
ed by the iiabits of coaqueft and the difcipline 
of ages. In this view, the charaftefr of Beli- 
larius mky be defervedly placed above the he- 
roes of the ancient republics. His imperfec- 
tions Jiowed from the contagion of the times ; 
his virtues were his own, the free gift of na- 
ture or reflexion ; he raifed himfelf without 
a mafter or a rival ; and fo inadequate were 
the am^s committed to his hand^ that his fok 
advantage was derived from the pride an<l 
prefumptioii of his adverlaries. Under his 
commaad^ the fubje<^g of Juilinian often de^ 
ferved to be called Rmnans ; but the unwar- 
like appellation of Greeks was impofed as a 
term of reproach by the haughty Goths ; who 
affe^d toblufii, that they m[uft difpute the 
kingdom df Italy with a nation of tragedians, 
j^tomimea, and pirates (3). The climate 
of Afia has indeed been found lefs congenial 
than that ofEurc^, to military fpirit: thofe 
populous countries were enervated by luxury, 
de^otifm^ and fuperfiition ^ and the monki^ 

were 



(»)S*e«tlHs proud infcription in Pliny (Hift. Natur. vii. a;.}- 
tctv men have more nqtrifitely taded of g^brf and diferace ; nor 
<fnild Juvenal (Satir. z. } prodq.ce a more flriking example of the vi- 
ciflitudes of fortune, and the vanky of human wiflies. 

(3) r^aiKitt • • « . f^.«v ra Vfortpa tthvet £< IraXtaf ftxoyra tiiov^ on 
ftin rfuyv^iti, Hai ravra^ K^iro^vraf, This laft epithet of Procopius is 
tb9 nMj tnnflated by pirates ; tiairal thieves h the proper word : 
fetippere of garmeats, efther for injury or tfifutt (Demoflheues con- 
(rtiCoBOD. in Rciike Orator. Crcec. torn, ii.-p. 1164.)* 
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were more expenfive and more numerous than 
the foktiers ot the Eaft. The regular force of 
the empire had once amounted to fix hundred 
and forty-five thoufimd men : it was reduced, 
in the time of Jufl:inian, to one hundred and 
fifty thoufand ; and this number, large as it 
may feem, was thinly fcattered over the fea 
and land ; in Spain and Italy, in Africa and 
Egypt, on the banks of the Danube, the 
coaftof the Euxine, and the frontiers of Per- 
fia. The citizen was exhaufted, yet the foldier 
was unpaid ; his poverty was mifchievoufly 
foothed by the privilege of rapine and indo- 
lence ; and the tardy payments were detained 
and intercepted by the fraud of thofe agents 
^Kho ufiirp, without courage or danger, the 
emoluments of war. Public and private dif- 
trefs recruited the armies of the ftate ; but in 
the field, and ftill more in the prefence of the 
enemy, their numbers were always defeftive. . 
The want of national fpirit was fupplied by the 
precarious faith and diforderly fervice of Bar- 
barian mercenaries. Even military honour, 
which has often furvived the lofs of virtue 
and freedom, was almofl totally extind. The 
generals, who were multiplied beyond the 
example of former times, laboured only to 
prevent the fuccefs, or to fully the reputation, 
of their colleagues ; and they had been taught 
by experience, that if merit fometimes pro- 
voked the jealoufy, error, or even guilt, 
would obtam the indulgence, of a gracious 
emperor (4). In fuch an age, the triumphs of 
BeUfariw, and srfterwards of Narfes, fldne 
with incoihparable luftre ; but they are en- 
S 1 compafied 

(4) See the third and fourth book* '•FtlK GfKliic Wv : tf^ wriut 
•f the Anecdotes cannot aggravate thefe abufei. 
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compafled with the darkeft Ihades of di%rac« 
and calamity. While the lieutenant of Jufti- 
nian fubdued the kingdoms of the Goths and 
Vandals, the emperor (5), timid, though am- 
bitious, balanced the forces of the Barbarians, 
fomented their divifions by flattery and falfe- 
hood, and invited by his patience and liberali- 
ty the repetition of injuries (6). The keys of 
Carthage, Rome, and Ravenna, were pre- 
fented to their conqueror, while Antioch was 
deftroyed by the Perfians, and Juftinian trem- 
bkd for the lafety of Conftantinople. 
I "batfLn/ Even the Gothic viftories of Bdifarius were 
' prejudicial to the ftate, fince they aboliihed 
the important barrier of the Upper Danube, 
which had been fo fciithfuUy guarded by The- 
odoric and his daughter. For the defence c£ 
Italy, the Goths evacuated Pannonia and No* 
ricum, which they left in a peaceful and flou- 
rifhing condition : the fovereignty was claim*- 
ed by the emperor of the Romans ; the achial 
. pofiefiion was abandoned to the boldneis of the 
firft invader. On the oppofite banks of the 
Danube^ the plains of Upper Hungary and the 
Tranfylvanian hills were poflefled, fince the 
The Gepi. death of Attila, by the tribes of the Gepidae, 
^*' who refpcAed the Gothic arms, and defpifed, 

not indeed the gold of the Romans, but the 
fecret motive of .their annual fubfidies. The 
vacant fortifications of the river were inflantly 
occupied by thefe Barbarians : their fiandards 

were 



(5) Agathhs, L ▼• p. 157, 158^ He confines this wcsknefs of 
the emperor and the empire to the old a^e of JuiUnian ; but, alas I 
ic was never yotiog. 

(6) This mifchievous policy, which Procoptus f Anecdot. c. 19.). 
imputes to the emperor, is rerealed in his epiiUe to a Scythian 
prince, who was capable of uaderiUnding it. Aynv frpo/btndq km 
•yx*'*^*^^**'* fi»78 Agathiaf(l, v. p* 170, 171.). 
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were planted on the walls of Sirmium and 
Belgrade ; and the ironical tone of their apo- 
logy aggravated this infult on the majefty of 
the empire. " So extenfivc, O CaeSur, are 
** your dominions ; fo niimerous are your 
^* cities ; that you are continually feeking for 
** nations to whom, either in peace or war, 
^^ you may reUnquilh thefe u&lefs poffeffions^ 
^* The Gepidae are your brave and faithful al- 
**/ lies ; and if they have anticipated your ^fts, 
*^ they have fliewn a juft confidence in your 
** bounty." Their prefumption was excufed 
by the mode of revenge vraich Juftinian em- 
braced. Infiead of aflerting the rights of a for 
vereign for the proteftion of his fubjefts, the 
emperor invited a flxange people to invade and 
pofleis the Roman provinces between the Da- 
nube and the Alps ; and the ambition of the 
Gepidae was checked by the rifing power and 
fame of the Lombards (7). This corrupt ^P^Th^t 
pellation has been difiufed in the thirteenth bards. 
century by the merchants and bankers, the 
Italian pofterity of thefe favage warriors : but 
the original name of Langobards is expreffive 
only of the peculiar length and fafluon of 
their beards. I am not di^^ofed either to qUe& 
tipn or tp juftify their Scandinavian origin (8); 

nof 

(7) GensGerniao^ feritate ferucior, lays Vclleitu Paterculun qf 
the Lombards (il. .106.). LaDgpbardot paucifas nobilitat, Plurimiy 
«c valentiffimis nationibns ciudi non per obfequium fed prxliis et 
periclitando tuti font (Tacit, de Moribut German, c. 40.) See likcr 
wife Strabo (1. vii. p. 446.}. The beft geographers place them be- 
yond the Elbe, in the bi&opric of Magdeburg and thd middle march 
pf Brandenburgh ; and their fitiiatioii will agree with the patriotip 
remark of the Count de Hertzberg, tbat molt of the Barbarian cob^ 
^nerorsiflued from the lame countries which ftiU produce the armicfi 
of Pruffia. 

(8 ) The Scandinavian origin of the Goths and Lombards, as ftated 
by Paul Warnefrid, furnamed the deacon, is attacked by Cluveriiis 
(Germ9niaiV<*tiq.l. iii. c«ft6.p. ioa, &c.)a native of Proifia, ai4 
^defended by Grotius (Pri»legom. ad Hift, Goth, f^ 28, ipc.), t}ie 
SwedKh ambafiador. 



26a THE DECLINE AND FALL 

flor to purfue the migrations of the Lombards 
through unknown regions and marvellous ad- 
ventures. About the time of Auguftus and 
Trajan, a ray of hiftoric light breaks on the 
darknefs of their antiquities, and they arc dif- 
covered, for the firfl. time, between the Elbe 
and the Oder. Fierce, beyond the example 
of the Germans, they defighted. to propagate 
the tremendous belief, that their heads were 
formed like the heads of dogs, and that 
they drank the blood of their enemies whom 
they vanquilhed in battle. The fmallnefs of 
their numbers was recruited by the adoption 
of their braveft Haves : and alone, amidft their 
powerful neighbours, they defended by arms 
their high-fpirited independence. In the tem^ 
pefts of the north, which ovcrv^helmed fo 
many names and nations, this little bark of 
the Lombards fiill Joated on the furface : they 
gradually defcended towards the fouth and the 
Danube ; and at the end of four hundred years 
they again appear with their ancient valour 
and renown. Their manners were not lefs 
ferocious. The afiaifination of a royal gueft 
was executed in the prefence^ and by the 
command, of the king's daughter, who had 
been provoked by fome words of infuit, and 
difappointed by his diminutive ftatyre ; and a 
tribute, the price of blood,, was impofed on 
the Lombards, by his brother, the king of 
the HeruH. Adverflty revived a fenfe of mo- 
deration andjuftice, anci theinfolence of con- 
queft was chaftifed by the fignal defeat and ir- 
reparable difperfion of the Heruli, who were 
feated in the fouthern provinces of Poland (9). 

The 

(9) Two fa<Sl8 in the nan-ative of Paul Diaconns (1. i. c. ao.) arc 
>eif<relfivc of catiooal oianoer* : i. Dum 4id tabuiam luderet— while 

he 



OF THS RDMA^ EMPIRE. ^63 

The viftories of tke Lombarcfc r^oppm»4e4 
tbem t9 the frien<Uhip pf th^ emperor^ : ftn4 
at the folicitaticm of Ji^ijiian, th^y p^dTecj 
the t)ai)ube, to reduce^ according to their 
tjneaty, the cities of Noricum and the fortref* 
&s of Pannoni^, fint the fpirit; of rapine foon 
tempted them beyond thefe ample limits j 
they wandered along the ^paft of the Hadria* 
tic as far 2^ Dyrrachmm, and pr^fumed, with 
familiar rudenefs, %q enter the town§ and 
houfes of their Roman allies, and to ieize the 
captives who had efcaped from their audacious 
J^an^s. Thefe afts of hoftility, the faljlies, as 
it might be pretended, of fome loofe adven- 
jturi^rs, were difqwiead by th^ nation, and e^- 
cufed by the emperor j but thg arms of the 
Lombards v^re more ferjoufly es^gaged by a 
conteft of thirty y^^3, which was ternpinated 
only by the extirpation of the Gepid^e. The 
Jio^le nations often pleaded their caufe before 
the throne of Confiantinc^le ; and the crafty 
Juftiniant to whom the Barbs^ri^n^ were 4- 
moA eqii^ly odious, pronounced a partial and 
anibiguou3 fentence, and dextroiifly pro- 
traft^ the war by flow and ineiSeftual fu^* 
cours. Their ftr^ngth was fornjid^ble, fince 
the Lombards, whg fent into the field fey^r^ 
vtyriads of foldiers, ftill claimed, as the' weak*- 
er fide, the proteftion of the, Romans* Their 
fpirit was intrepid ; yet fuchis the uncertain- 
ty of (;ourage, that the two armies wer^ Sud- 
denly ftruck with a panic ; they fled from 
each other, and the rival Ipngs remained with 
their guards in the midft pf an empty plain* 

.Aflioft 

he played at draughts, 2. Camponim viridantia Una. The cultiva- ^ 
tion of flax fuppoks property, commerce, agrlcukute, and manu*^ 
f azures. ^ - 



voQiapi. 



264 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

A fliort truce was obtained ; but their mutual 
re^tment again kindled ; and the remem- 
brance of their fliame rendered the next en- 
counter more defperate and bloody. Forty 
thoufand of the Barbarians periftied in the de- 
cifive battle, which broke the power of the 
Gepidac, transferred the fears and wiflies of 
Juftinian, and firft difplayed the charafter of 
Alboin, the youthful prince of the Lombards, 
and the future conqueror of Italy (lo), 
Th« Sell. The wild people who dwelt or wandered 
in the plains of Ruffia, Lithuania, and Fo^ 
land, might be reduced^ in the age of Jufti- 
nian, under the two great families of th« 
Bulgarians (ii) and the Sclavonians, 
According to the Greek writers, the former, 
who touched the Euxine and the lake Maeotis^ 
derived from the Huns their name or defcent j 
and it is needlefs to renew the iimple and weU^ 
known picture of Tartar manners. They were 
bold and dextrous archers, who drank the 
milk, and feafted on the flefh of their fleet and 
indefatigable horfes ; whofe flocks and herds 
followed, or rather guided the motions of 
their roving camps ; to whofe inroads no 
country was remote or impervious, and who 
were pra^fed in flight, though incapable of 

fear. 

(lb) I hare nTcd, without undertaking. Co reconcile, the fads in 
Fropopius (Goth. l,.ii, c. 14, 1. iii, c, 33. 34. K »v. c. 18. 25.), Paul 
piaconus {dc Gcftis Langobard 1. i. c. T-^2^. in Muratori, Script, 
kerutn italicaronk, torn. i. p. 405-^4 f^.)* and Jomaades (de Sivc- 
cefT. R^gnortimj p. 242.). The patient reader may drawfome li^^ht 
from Mafccu (Hift. of the Germans^ and Annotat. xxiii.) sfOd de 
Buat (Hid* dcs Peuplcs, .&« iota, ix, Xj^xi.), 

(il) I adopt the appellation of Bulgarians, from Ennodius (in 
Panegyr. Theodorici, Opp. Sirmond, torn. i. p. 1 1;98, X599.). Jor* 
|)ande&(d« Rebus Geticis, c. 5. p. 194. et de Regn. Succeiiione, p. 
»4«.)» Tiix^ophanes (p. 185.), and the Qhconiclei of Cafliodorius asd 
JVf Afcellinus, The name of Huns is too vague ; the tribes of the CUt- 
fijrguriaps and Uuurgurians are coo mjoiite »ad too har(b. 
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fear. The nation was divided into two pown 
erftil and hoftile tribes, who purfued each 
other with fraternal hatred. They eagerly 
dilputed the fnendfhip or rather the gifts of 
the emperor; and the diftinftion which na- 
ture had fixed between the faithful dog and the 
rapacious wolf, was applied by an ambaffador 
who received only ver^jal inftruftionis from the 
mouth of his illiterate prince ( 1 2). The Bul» 
garians, of whatfoever fpecies, were equally 
attrafted by Roman wesdth : they affumed z 
vague dominion over the Sclavonian name, 
and their rapid marches could only be fiopped 
by the Baltic fea, or the extreme cold and po- 
verty of the north. But the fame race of ' 
Sclavonians appears to have maintained,, in 
every age, the poffeffion of the fame coun- 
tries. Their numerous tribes, however dif. 
tant or adverfe, ufed one common language 
(it was harfh and irregular), and were known 
by the refemblance of their form, which devi- 
ated from the fwarthy Tartar, and approached 
without attaining the lofty fhture and fair 
complexion of the German. Four thoufand 
fix hundred villages (13) were fcattered over 
the provinces of Ruilia and Poland, and their 
fiuts were hafHly built of rough timber, in a 
country deficient both in uone and iron. 
Ereded, or rather concealed in the depth of 
forefts, on the banks of rivers, or the edge of 

moraues, 

(12) Prbcqpius (Goth. 1. iv^ c. 29.)- Hi« verbal meflage (he 
pwns himfelf an illiterate Barbarian^ is delivered as an epiftle. The 
iiy\tt is favagc, figurative, and original. 

(13) This fum is the rcfult of a particular lift, in a curious MS, 
fragment df the year 550, found in the library of Milan, The ob- 
fcnre geography of the times provokes and exercifes the patience (»£ 
the Count de Buat (torn. xi. p. 69—189.). The French minifter 
often lofes himfelf in a wildemeis wbich rehires a S^xon an4 PoV^ 

*jmde. 
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moraflfes, we may not pcrh?^, withc^t flat- 
tery, compare them to the architecbure of the 
beaver ; which they refembled in a double iC- 
foe, te the land and water, for the efcape of 
the fevagc mhabitant, an animaHefs cleanly, 
lefs diligent, and lefs fodal than that marvel- 
lous quadrupede. The fertility of the foil, 
rather than the labour of the natives, fupplied 
the ruftic plenty of the Sclavonian^.. . Theijr 
fteep and horned cattle were large and nume- 
rous, and the fields which they fowed with 
millet and panic (i4)» afforded, in the place of 
bread, a coarfe and lefs nutritive food. The 
inceffant rapine of their neighbours compelle^i 
them to bury this treafure in the earth ; but 
on the appearance of a ftranger, it was freely 
imparted by a people,' whofe unfavourable 
chara<5ter is qualified by the epithets pf cjbaft^, 
patient, and hofpitable. As theijr fuprepie god, 
they adored an invifible maiber of the thunder. 
The rivers aud the nymphs obtained their fyb- 
ordinatc honours, and the popuJai* worlhip 
was cxpreffed in vowa and facrifice. The Scla-» 
vonians, difdained to obey, a deipot, a pyince, 
or evien a magiftratc j but their experience was 
too liarrow, their pafllons too headteong, to 
compofi? a fyftcm of equal law or general de- 
fence* Some voluntary reipe<9: was yieWed to 
age and valour ; but each tribe or vilkge ck^ 
iftcdas a feparate rqjuhUc,. and all muft be 
perfuaded where none could be compelled. 
They fought on foot, almoft naked, and, ex- 
cept an unwieldy fcit^^, '«yithoUrt any defenr 

'".!.*" five 

C14) JPenicum^ nilflfm. Sec Colmiielh, !. ii, c. 9. p.' 430. edit, 
rjefner. Plin, HiA. N>tur. xviii, 44, 25. The SaFma<iaii» made 
A pap of nvillet, niipgled with irsare's i>ijlk or blood. In the wealth 
of niodern hufbandry, our millet feeds poultry, aod not heroes^ 
$ee tlie diAiouaries of Bomare and Miller, * • 
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five armour : their weapons of offence were a 
bow, a quiver of fmall poifoned arrows, and 
a long rope, which they dextroufly threw 
from a diltance, and entangled their enemy 
in a running noofe. In the field, the Sclavo* 
nian infantry was dangerous by their fpeed, 
agility, and hardinefs : they fwam, they dived, 
they remained under water, drawing their 
breath through a hollow cane ; and a river or 
lake was often the fcene of their unfulpeftedl 
ambufcade. But thefe were the atchievementg 
of fpies or ftragglers ; the military art was 
unknown to the Sclavonians ; their name was 
obfcure, and their conquefts were inglori- 
ous (15), 

I have marked the faint and general outlinq J^^^ *"• 
of the Sclavonians and Bulgarians, without 
attempting to define their immediate bound- 
aries, which were not accurately known or 
refpected by the Barbarians themfelves. Their 
importance was meafured by their vicinity to 
the empire ; and the level country of Molda* 
via and Walachia was occupied by the Antes 
(16), aSclavonian tribe, which fwelled the ti*. 
ties of Juttinian with an epithet gf conqueft 
(ij)* Againft the Antes he erefted the forti^ 

fications . 

(15) For tbe' name and nation, the Ctuation and manners, of the 
Sclavonians, fee the original evideoce of the vith century, in Prq- 
ccpiu* (Coth.l. ii. c. 26. 1. iii. c. 14. 1, and the emperor Mauritius 
or Maurice (Stratagemat. I. ii. c. 5. apud Mafcou, Annotat. zxxi.) 
The Scratagemsof Maurice have been printed only, as I underfiand. 
at the end of Scheffer's edition of Arrlan's Tadlacs, at Upfal, 1664 
(Fabric. Bibliot. Graec. I. iv. c. 8. torn. iii. p. 278,), a fcarce, and 
hitherto, tD me» an iuacceffible book. 

(16) Antes eorum fortiflimi— Tayfis qui rapidus et vorticofus in 
jTiftri fiuenta fur ens devolvitur (Jomandes, c, 5. p, 194. edit. Mu- 
rator. Procopius, Goth. 1 iii. c. 14. etdeEdific. 1. iw. c. 7.), Yet 
the fame Procopius mentions the Goths and H^a$ as neighbours, 
ytn-9wrr€if to the Danube (de £dific, 1. iw. c. i.). 

(17) The national title oi Anttcus^ in the laws and inicriptionsof 
Juftinjau, was adopted by his fucceflbrs, and is juftified by the pious 
Ludewig (in Vit. Juftinian. p, 515.). It had ftraogcly puszled the 
civilians of the middle age. 
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fications of the lower Danube ; and laboured 
to fecure the alliance of a people feated in the 
direft channel of northern inundation, an in- 
terval of two hundred miles between the moun* 
tains of Tranfylvania and the Euxine fea. 
But the Antes wanted power and inclination 
to ftem the fury of the torrent : and the light- 
armed Sclavonians, from an hundred tribes, 
purfued with almoft equal fpee'd the footfteps 
of the Bulgarian horfe. The payment of one 
piece of gold for each foldier, procured a fafe 
and eafy retreat through the country of the 
Gepidse, who commanded the paffage of the 
upper Danube (i8). The hopes or fears of 
the Barbarians ; their inteftine union or dit 
cord; the accident of a frozen or fhallow 
ftream ; the profpeft of harveft or vintage ; 
the profperity or diftrefs of the Romans ; 
were the caufes which produced the uniform 
repetition of annual vifits (19), tedious in the 
narrative, and deftruciive in the event. The 
fame year, and poffibly the fame month, in 
which Kavenna Surrendered^ was marked by 
an invafion of the Huns or .Bulgarians, fo 
dreadful, that it almofl effaced the memory of 
their pafl inroads. They l^read from the 
fuburbs of Conflantinople to the Ionian gulf, 
deflroyed thirty-two cities or c^fUes, erazed 
Potidaea, which Athens had built and Philip 
had befieged, and repaffed the Danube, drag- 
ging at their horfes heels one hundred and 
twenty thouCmd of tjie fubjecls of Jufliniani 
|n a fubfequent inroad they pierced the wall 

of 

(iR) Procopitis, Goth. 1. fv. c. 25. 

(19) An inroad of the Huns is conneded, by Procopius, with a 
comet ; perhaps thtt of 531 (Pcrfic. I. ii. c. 4.). Agathias (I. v, p. 
i.f4} ^55-} borrows from his predecelTbr feme early fads. 
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of the Thracian Cherfonefus, extirpated the 
liabitations and the inhabitants, boldly traver- 
fed the Hellefpont, and returned to their 
companions, laden with the fpoils of Afia. 
Another party, which feemed a multitude in 
the eyes of the Romans, penetrated, without 
oppofition, from the ftreights of Thermopylae 
to the ifthmus of Corinth ; and the laft ruin, 
of Greece has appeared an obje<5b too minute 
for the attention of hiftory. The works 
which the emperor raifed for the proteftion, 
but at the expence of his fubjefts, ferved only 
to difclofe tne weaknefs of fome neglefted 
part ; and the walls, which by flattery had 
been deemed impregnable, were either defert- 
ed by the garrifon, or fcsJed by the Barbari- 
ans. Three thouiand Sclavonians, who info- 
lently divided themfelves into two bands, dif- 
covered the weaknefs and mifery of a trium- 
phant reign. They pafled the Danube and the 
Hebrus, vanquiihed the Roman general who 
dared to oppofc their progrefs, and plunder- 
cd, with impunity, the cities of Dlyricum and 
Thrace, each of which had arms and numbers 
to overwhelm their contemptible jiflailants. 
Whatever praife the boldnefs of the Sclavoni- 
ans may deferve, it is fuUied by the wanton 
and deliberate cruelty which th^y are accufed 
of exercifing on their prifoners. Without dif- 
tindionof rank, orage, orfex, the captives were 
impaled or flayed alive, or fufpended between 
four pofis, and beaten with clubs till they ex- 
pired, or indofed in fome fpacious building, 
and left to perifli in the flames with the fpoil 
and cattle which might impede the march of 
thcfe fiivag^viftors (20). Perhaps a more im- 
partial 

(tt) The cmeitiesof titt ScUirmiiaos arc related or magnified by 

Procopiui 
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partial narrative would reduce tHe numbef , 
and qualify the nature of thefe horrid afts ; 
and they might fometimes be excufed by the 
cruel law3 of retaliation. In the fiege of Ta- 
pirus(2i), whofe obftinate defence had en- 
raged the Sclavonians, they maflacred fifteen 
thoufand males ; but they fpared the women 
and children ; the moft valuable captives 
were always referved for labour or ranfom i 
the fervitude was not rigorous, and the terms 
of their deliverance were fpeedy wd mode- 
rate. But the fubjeft, or the hiftorian of 
Juftinian, exhaled his juft indignation in the 
language of complaint and reproach; and 
Procopius has confidently affirmed, that in a 
reign of thirty-two years, each annual inroad 
of the Barbarians confumed two hundred 
thoijfand of the inhabitants of the Roman 
empire. The entire population of Turkifb 
Europe, which nearly corrcfponds with the 
provinces of Juftinian, would perhaps be in- 
capable of fiipplying fix millions of perfons, 
the refiilt of this incredible eftimate (22). 
Origioand ^^ *^^ midft of thefe obfcure calamities, 
monarchy Eurt^ felt the fhock of a revolution, which 
Tn Afilr^'^^ft revealed to the world the name and na- 
A.D. 545,tion of the Turks. Like Romulus, the 
**^' founder of that martial people was fucklcd by 

a flie-wolf, who afterwards made him the fa- 
ther of a numerous progeny ; and the repre- 

fentation 

Procofyias (Goc1i« 1. lU. c 29, 3S . ^ Fbr their mild and libeia] Veha- 
viour -to their jprifouers^ we may appeal to the authority, fomewhat 
more recent, of the emperor Maurice (Stratag£m. 1. ii. c. 5. •. 

(ftf^Topinie was ikuate near Philippi in llirace, cm* Ma^eiftratty 
c^podte to tbe ifle of Thaibs, twelve days jouraej^ Irom CofilUnti- 
HQple {Cellar iu9, torn, i, p. 676. 840A 

(ia> According to the malevolent teftimony of the Anecdote* 
(c. 18.}} thefe inroads had reduced the provinces fouth of the Da^ 
/uihe to the ^Ufi pi a Scydbtao wiUkrseis. 
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lentationof that anima! in the banners of the 
Turks, preferved the memory, or rather fug- 
gefied the idea, of a fable, which was invent- 
ed, without any hiutual intercourfe, by the 
fliepherds of Latium and thofe of Scythia- 
At the equal diftance of two thoufand miles 
from the Cafpian, the Icy, the Chinefe, and 
the Bengal feas, a ridge of mountains is con* 
ipicuous, the centre, and perhaps the fum- 
mit, of Alia ; which, in the language of dif-* 
ferent nations, has been ftyted Imaus, and 
Caf (23), and Altai, and the Golden Moun- 
tains, and the Girdle of the Earth, The fides 
of the hills were produftive of minerals; 
and the iron forges (14), for the purpofe of 
waf , were exercifed by the Turks, the moft 
defpifed portion of the flaves of the great khan 
of the Gcougen. But their fervitude could 
only laft till a leader, bold and eloquent, 
fliould arife, to perfiiade his countrymen that 
the fame arms which they forged for their 
mafters, might become in their own hands, 
the inftruments of freedom and viftory. 
ITiey fallied from the mountain (25) ; a fceptre 

was 

(^3) From Cftf to Caf; mhich a move ratiMal geograf^y would 
interpret^ ft«fn Imaus, perkapft, to mount Atla«. According to the 
rcligiotis phtlofophy of the Mahometans, th« bafi» of mount Caf is 
an-emertdd, «iAiofi; rcfleiSUoa produces the asdre of the llcy. The 
mountain 4s endowed with a feniuive a<5lion in its roots or nerves; 
and their vibration, at the command of God, is the caufe of earth- 
quakes (D'Herbelot, p. 256, a3X.). 

(34) The Siberian iron is the bed and moft plentiful in the world ; 
and in thefouthern parts, about fixty minen are now worked by the 
induftry of the Ruffians (Strahlenberg, Hift. of Siberia, p. 342. 
3S7 . Voyage eA Sibirie, pat- VAbbeChappe d'Auteroche, p. 603 
>i«-^o8. edit, in i2mo, AmOerdam, 1770.). The Turks offered 
iron for £de; yet the Romaa ambafladon, with ftrange obflinacy, 
perfifted in believmg that it was all a trick, and that their country 
-produced Qone (Moianderin Excerpt. iLeg. p. 151.). 

(25) Of Irgana-kon (Abulghazi Khan> Hift. Genealogique dea 
Tatan* P. ii. c 5.p. 71-^77* c. 15. p. lis*). The tradition of 

the 
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was the reward of his advice ; and the annual 
ceremony, iu which a piece of iron was heat^ 
ed in the fire^ and a fmith's hammer was fuc* 
ceffively handled by the prince and his no^ 
bles, recorded for ages the humble profeffioiK 
and rational pride of the Turkifli nation* 
Bertezena, their firft leader,, fignalized their 
valour and his own in fuccefsful combats 
againft the neighbouring tribes ; but when 
he prefumed to afk in marriage the daugh- 
ter of the great khan, the infolent demand 
of a flave and a mechanic was contemp- 
tuoufiy reje<^ed. The difgrace was expiated 
by a more noble alliance with a princefe of 
China ; and the deciiive battle which al** 
moft extirpated the nation of the Geougen, 
eftabliihed in Tartary the new and more 
powerful empire of the Turks. They reign- 
ed over the north ; but they confeffed the 
vanity of conqueft, by their faithful attach* 
ment to the mountain of their fathers. The 
royal encampment fddom loft fight of mount 
Altai, from whence the river Irtifh defcends 
to water the rich pafture of the Calmuck^ 
(26), which nourilh the largeft flieep and ox- 
en in the world. The foil is fruitful, and the 
climate mild and temperate : The happy re- 
gion was ignorant of^ earthquake and pefti- 
lence ; the emperor's throne was turned to- 
wards the eaft, and a golden wolf on the top 
of a fpear, feemed to guard the entrance of 

his 

the Moguls, of the 450 yean which they palTed in the moaatainsi 
agrees with the Chinefc periods of the hillory of the Hues znA 
Turks (De Guigties, torn. i. part ii. p. 376,) and the twenty gener»- 
tioDs, from their relioration to Zingis. 

(a6) The country of tke Turks, now of the Calmucks, is well.de- 
fcribed in the Genealogical Hiftory, p, 521—562. The curious 
^otes of the French tranflator are enlarged and digefted in the kcond 
tolume of the Engliih Yeriioo* 
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liis tmX. One of tlie fuccefibrs of Bertezena 
was tempted by the luxury and fuperftition 
of China j but his deiign of building cities 
and temples was defeated by^the iimple wif- 
dcfm q£ a Barbarian counfellor. " The Turks," 
he faid, ^^ are not equal in number to one 
.^' hundredth part of the inhabitants of China. 
*^ If we balance their power, and elude their 
** armies, it is becaufe we wander without 
" any fixed haUtations, in the exercife of war 
** smd hunting. Are we ftrong ? we advance 
** and conquer } are we feeble ? we retire and 
** arc concealed. Should the Turks confine 
•* tliemfelves within the walls of cities, the 
** loft of a battle would be the deftruftion of 
" their empire. Jhc Bonzes preach only pa^ 
f* tience, humility, and the renunciation of 
^^ the world. Such, O king! is not the reli* 
** gion of heroes." They entertained, with 
Ie& relu^tance^ the dodxines of Zoroafter, 
but the greateft part of the nation ac-^ \ 
qtdefced) without enquiry, in the opinions^ 
or . rather in the pradice, of their anceftors^ 
The honours of fiucrifice were referved for 
the fupreme deity ; they acknowledged, in 
rude hymns, their obligations to the air, the 
fire, the water, and the earth \ and their 
{»iefts derived fome profit from the art of 
divination. Their unwritten laws were ri* 
gorous and impartial : theft was puniflied by 
a tenfold refliitution ; adultery, treafon, and 
murder, with death; and no chaftifement ^ 
could be infliftedtop fevere for the rare and * 
inexpiable guilt of! cowardice. As the fub* 
jeft nations marched under the ftandard of 
the Turks, their cavalry, both men and 
horfes, were proudly computed by millions ; 
VoL.yU. ' T one 
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one of their effc6Kve armies confifted of four 
hundred thoufand fbldiers, and in lefs than 
fifty years they were connefted in peace and 
war with the Romans ^thePerfians,and theChi- 
nefe. In their northern limits, fome yeftige 
may be difcovered of the form and fituatioA of 
Kamtchatka, of a people of hunters and fi£h- 
ermen, whofe fledges were dhiwn by dogs, 
and whofe habitations weire buried in the 
earth. The Turks were ignorant of aflrono- 
my ; but the obfervation taken'by fome learn* 
ed Chinefe, with a gnomon of eight feet, fixes 
the royal camp in the latitude of forty-nine 
degrees, and marks their extreme progrefs 
within three, or at leaft ten degrees, of the 
polar citcle (27). Among their fouthefti cori- 
quefts, the moft fplendid was that of the Nep^ 
thalites' or white Huns, a polite and warlike 
people, who poffefled the commercial cities 
of Bochara and Saniarcarid, who had van- 
quiflied the Perfian monarch, and cari4fed 
their viftorious arms along the banks, and 
perhaps to the mouth of the Indus. On the 
fide of the weft, the-Turkifh cavalry advanc- 
ed tathe lakeMaeotis. They paffedthat l^e 
on the ice. The khan who dwelt at the foot 
of mount Altai, iffiied his commands for.the 
fiegeof Bofphorus(28), a city, the 'Volunta- 
ry fubjeft'bf Rome,' anid \vhofe princes had 
formerly been the friends of Atfiais (29), 
■ ^ ■ ' .- • - I- • To 

(*?) Vifdclou, p. 141. i.fi, , Thcfa<a, though it .ftridly bejopgs 
to a fubordmate and fuccctHve tribe,' way be introdafctd hdr^; - 
• (28) Procopiu8, Perfic.lLc. la. l;iL*c.i3;Pcyflbnel(Qbfdrvation8fiir 
le* Peuples Barbares, p^ 99, ico. defines the diftaiice.hctwcen Cafia 
^nd the old Bofphorus at xvi, long Tartar leagues. 

(49) Sec, in a Memoireof,'M;dc Boze Mem. dq. TAcadtoxc dc» 
InfcriifionS) torn, vi, p. £.49—565.),. the .ancjeDi,-king« and mcdaU 
of the Cin^merlun Eofphorui; and the gratitude of Athens, in the 
Oration of Dcmoflhencs againU Lcpiiiics (in Rcilke, Qraapr. Qraec^ 
torn, i. p. 466, ^67,). 
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To the caft, the Turks invaded China, as of- 
ten as the vigour of the government was re- 
laxed : and I am taught^to read in the hiftory 
of the times, that mey mowed down their 
patient enemies like hemp or grafs ; and that 
the mandarins applauded the wifdom of an 
emperor who repulfed thefe Barbarians with 
golden lances. This extent of favage empire 
compelled the Turkifh monarch to eftablilh 
three fubordinate princes of his own blood, 
who foon forgot their gratitude and allegiance. 
The conquerors wei'e enervated by luxury, 
which is always fatal except to an indullrious 
people ; the policy of China folicited the van- 
quimed nations to refume their independ- 
ence ; and the power of the Turks was limit- 
ed to a period of two hundred years. The 
revival of their name and dominion in the 
ibuthern countries of AjQa, are the events of a 
later age ; and the dynafties, which fucceeded 
to their native realms, may fleep in oblivion ; 
fince their hiftory bears no relation to the de- 
cline and fall of the Roman empire (30). 
; 1m the rapid career of conqueft, the Turks J1i«awi 
attacked and fubdued the nation of the Ogors the tSs, 
or Varchonites o» the banks of the River Til, »nd^ 
which derived the epithet of black from its eapiw! * 
dark water or gtoomy forefts (31). The khan 
T 2 of 

(3®) For the origin and revolutions of the firft Turkifli empire, 
the Chinefe (Retails are borrowed from De Guignes (Hift. des Huqs, 
torn. i. P. ii. p. 367-T--46».) and Vifdelou (Supplement ^ la Btblio<' 
thcqufe bricnt, d'Hcrhclot, p. 8z — 1 14.)/ ^^^ Greek or Roman 
liints are gathered in Meoan^ef (p. 108 — 164.) and Theophyl^ 
Simocatta (L vii. c. 7, 8.). 

(31) The river Til, orTyla, Recording to the geography of De 
Ouignc8(tom. i. p^rt ii.p. IviiJ. and 352.)7 i«a fmall, though grate- 
ful, dream of the dcfert, that falls into the 6fhon, Seiinga, &c. 
Sec Bcii, JoonK^y from Peterfijurg}^ to Pekin (vol. ii. g. 114.) ; vet 
hii own defcription of theKeat, down whidi %c iailed into the Oby, 
reprefeuts the name and attribiites of the black river (^ . 139). 
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of the Ogors was ihin Vridi three hundred 
thouiand of his fubjeds, ^ and their bodies 
were fcattered over the ^ace xrf four days 
journey : their furviving countrymen ac- 
knowledged the ibrength and mercy of the 
Turks ; and a fmall portion, about twenty 
thoufand warriors, preferred exile to fcrvi- 
tude» They followed the well-known road 
of the Volga, cheriihed the error of the na- 
tions Avho confounded them with the Avars, 
and fpread the terror of that falfe though fa- 
mous appellation, which had not, however, 
iaved its lawful proprietors from the yoke of 
the Turks (32). After, a long and vidorious 
riiarch, the new. Avars arrived at the foot of 
mount Caucafus, in the country of the Alaiii' 
(3 3) and Cifcaffians, where t-hey firft beard of 
the ^endour: and. weakness of the Roman, 
empires They humbly requefted their confer- 
darate, the prince of the, Alani,!c6i lead them' 
to this fourceof riches.; and the^r ambafla^ 
dor, with the permiffion of the ^^vernor of 
Lazica, was tranfported by the JEukine fea 
to Confbntinople; The whde city was 
poured forth to behold with curiofity and 
terror the afpe<5k of a ftrange peojde: their 
long hair, which hung in trefles down their 
backs,, was. gracefully bound with ribbons, 
but the reft of their halrit apppeared to imi- 
tate 
- • ' ' . • 

' (3i) Theophylad, L, vli. c. 7, 3* And yet hli true Avan are in- 
, vjlible even to the eyes of M. de Guig^nes ; and what can lie more 
iliuflrious than the /^^ef The ri^ht of the fugitive Ogors to that 
national appellation is confefled by the Turks themfelves (Menander, 
p. 108.). 

(3i) '^^ Alani are ilill found in the Genealogical Hiftory of the 
Tartars (p. 617.}, and in d*AnviIle*d maps. They oppoied the 
inarch of the generals of Zingis round the Cafpian lea, and were 
overthrown in a great battle (Hift. de Gengilcaii) 1, iv. c. 9, p. 
447r). ^ 
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tatc the fdSuon of the Huns* When they Their cm. 
were admitted to the audience of Juftinian, ^^anti- 
Candifli, the firft of the ambafladors, addrcff»nopi«» 
ed the Roman emperor in thefe terms : " You ^' ^* ^^^* 
" fee before you, O mighty prince, the rcpre* 
*^ fentatives of the ftrongeft and moft popu* 
^* lous of nations, the invincible, the irrefiftibte 
*^ Avars. We are willing to devote ourfdvcs 
** to your fcrvice : we are able to vanquifli aijd 
** deftroy all the enemies who now diftnrb 
•^ your repofe. But we expeft, as the price erf 
** oui: alliance, as the reward of our valour, 
** precious gifts, annual fubfidies, and fruitful 
^ poffeiE^ns/* At the time of this embaffy, 
Juftiman had reigned above thirty, he had 
lived above feventy-five years : his mind^ 
as well as his body, was feeble and languid i 
and the conqueror of Africa and Italy, carc^ 
lefs bf the permanent intereft of his people, 
a&ired only to end his days in the bofom even 
ot inglorious peace. In a ftudied oration, he 
imparted to the fenate his refolution to diffem* 
ble the infult, and to purchafe the fricndfliip 
of the Avars ; and the whole fenate, like the 
mandarins of China, applauded the incompa^^ 
rable wifdom and forefight of their fovereign. 
The inftruments of luxury were immediately 
prepared to captivate the Barbarians ; lilkcn 
garments, foft and fplendid beds, and chains 
and collars incrufted with gold. The ambaf- 
fadors, content with fuch liberal reception, 
departed from Conftantinople, and Valentin^ 
one of the emperor's guards, was fent with a 
fimilar charafter to their camp at the foot of 
mount Caucafus. As their deftrudion or 
their fuccefs muft be alike advantageous to the 
empire, heperfuadedthemto invade the ene* 

mies 
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mies of Rome ( and they were eafily tempted^ 
by gifts and promifes, to gratify their ruling 
indinations. Thefe fugitives who fled before 
the Turkifli arms, pafled the Tanaisand Boryft* 
henes, and boldly advanced into the heart of 
Poland and Germany, violating the law of na- 
tions, and abufing the rights of vidory. Be- 
fore ten years had elapfed, their camps were 
feated on the Danube and the Elbe, many 
Bulgarian and Sclavonian names were oblite- 
rated from the earth, and the remainder of 
their tribes are found, as tributaries and vaf- 
fals, under the flandard of the Avars. ^ The 
chagan, the peculiar title of their kin^, flill 
affefted to cultivate the friendihip of the em- 
peror ; and Juftinian entertained fome thoughts 
of fixing them in Pannonia to balance the pre- 
vailing power of the Lombards. But the vir- 
tue or treachery of an Avar betrayed the fc- 
cret enmity and ambitious defigns of their 
countrymen ; and they loudly complained of 
the timid, though jealous policy, of detaining 
their amb^adors, and denying the arms 
which they had been allowed to purchafe in 
the capital of the empire (34). 
Embaffies Perhaps the apparent change in the <£^ofi- 
^^^^J^'J'^^'tions of the emperors, may be afcribed to the 
tnans, embafly which was received from the conque- 
rors of the Avars (35). The immenfe diftancc 

which 

(34) The cmbaflies and firft conqocfts of the Avars may be read 
in Menander (Excerpt. JLegat. p. 99, lOO, loi, 154, 155.), Theo- 
phanes (p. 296), thehifluria Mifcella (1. xvi. p. 109.), and Gregory 
of Tours (1. !▼. c. 23, 39. ill the Hifiorians of France, torn. ii. p. 
ai4, ai?.)' 

(35) Thcophanes (Chron.p. 204.) and the Hift. Mifcella ^1. xvi. 
p. 110.), as underilood by Dc Guignes (torn. i. part, ii. p. 354.) */- 
/ ear to, fpeak of a Turkiih embaffy to Juftinian himfelf ; but that of 
Maniach, in the fourth year of his fuccefier Juftin, is peiitively the 
firft that reached Coaftantinople (Menander, p. 108. )• 
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which ehided thdr arms, could not extinguiih * 
their refentment ; the Turkifh ambaifadors 
purfiied the footfieps of the vanquiihed to thd* 
Jaik, the Volga, mount Caucafus, the Eux- 
ine, and Conirantinople, and at len^h appear-^ 
ed before the fucccflbr of Conftantme, to re- 
quefi that he would not efpoufe the caufe of 
rebels and fugitiyes« Even conmierce had 
fome ihare in this reitiarkable negociation : 
auid the Sogdoites, who were now the tribu-' 
taries of the Turks, embraced the fair occafi-^ 
on of opening, by the north of the Cafpian^ a 
new road for theimportation of Chinefe filk 
into the Roman empire. The Perfian, who 
preferred the navigation of Ceylon, had flop- 
ped the caravans of Bochara and Samarcand : 
their filk was contertiptuoufly burnt ; fome 
Turkifh ambafladors died in Perfia, with a fuf^ 
picion of poifon ; and the ^eat khan permit- 
ted his faithful vaflal Maniach, the prince of 
the Sogdoites, to propofe, at the Byzantine 
court, a treaty of alliance againft their cbm- 
mon enemies. Their fpendid 2^parel and 
rich prefents, the fruit of Orientsd luxury, 
diftinguifhed Maniach and his colleagues, from 
the rude lavages of the north : their letters, 
in the Scythian charafter and language, an- 
noxmced a people who had attained the ru- 
diments of fdence (36) ; they enumerated the 
conquefts, they offered the friendfhip and mi- 
litary aid of the Turks ; and their fincerity 

was 

(36) The Ruf&ans have found chancers, rude hierogljrphica, on 
the Irtifli and Yenifci, on medals tombs, idols, rocks, obc* lifts, ^&c, 
(Strahlenbergr, Hift. of Siberia, p. 5^4. 346. 406. 4«9»^« ^r, 
Hyde (deRctigione Veterum Per/arum, p. 5»1, &c.) has given two 
alphabets of Thibet and of the Eygours. I have long harboured a 
Aifpicion that «// the Scythian, and fome, perhaps rnncb, of the Indian 
fciicnce* was derived from the Greeks of Bsidlriana, 
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was attcftcd by direiM imprecations (if they 
were guilty of falfehood) againft their own 
head, and the head of Difabul their maften 
The Greek prince entertained with hofpitable 
regard the ambafiadors of a remote and pow- 
ernil monarch : the fight of filk-worms and 
looms diia{^ointed the hopes of the Sogdcits; 
the emperor renounced^ or feemed to re-- 
ftounce, the fugitive Avars, but he accqited 
the alliance of the Turks ; and the ratificaticm 
of the treaty was carried by a Roman minifter 
to the foot of mount Ahai. Under the fuc- 
ceffors of Juftinian, the friendfliip of the two 
nations was cultivated by frequent and cordial 
intercourfe ; the moft fsivouredvaflals were 

Ermltted to imitate the example of the great 
lan ; and one hundred and fix Turks, who, 
on various occafions, had vifited Conftantino- 
ple, departed at the fame time for their na-» 
tive country. The duration and length of the 
journey from the Byzantine court to mount 
^ Altai, are not fpecified : it might have been 
difficult to mark a road through the namelefs 
deferts, the mountains, rivers, and morafies 
of Tartary ; but a curious account has been 
preferved of the reception of the Roman am- 
bafiadors at the royal camp. After they had 
been purified with fire and incenfe, according 
to a rite fiill praclifed under the fons of Zingis, 
they were introduced to the pretence of Difa- 
bul. In a valley of the Golden MountaiUy 
they found the great khan in his tent, feated 
in a chair with wheels, to which an horfe 
might be occafionally harnefled. As foon as 
they had delivered their prefents, which were 
received by the proper (officers, they expofed^ 
in a florid oration, the wiflies of the Roman 

emperor. 
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asiperor, that viftory might attend the arms of 
the Turks, that their reign might be long and 
pro4>erous, and that a ftrid alhance, without 
envy or deceit, might for ever be maintained 
between the two moft powerful nations of the 
earth. The anfwer of Difabul correfpcmded 
with thefe friendly profeffions, and the am- 
bafladors were feated by his fide, at a banquet 
which lafted the grcateft part (rf the day : the 
tent was furrounded with filk hangings, and a 
Tartar liquor was fcrved on the table, which 
poffeffed at leaft the intoxicating qualities of 
wine. The entertainment of the fucceeding 
days was more fumptuous; the filk hangings 
of the fecond tent were embroidered in vari- 
ous figures ; and the royal feat, the cups, and 
the vafes were of gold. A third pavilion was 
fupported by columns of gilt wood ; a bed of 
pure and mafiy gold was raiied on four p^« 
cocks of the fame metal ; and before the en- 
trance of the tent, difiies, bafons, and ftatua 
of folid filver, ahd admirable art, were often- 
tatioufly piled in waggons, the monuments of 
valour rather than of induftry. When Diia- 
bul led his armies againft the frontiers of Per- 
fia, his Roman allies followed many days the 
march of the Turkifh camp, nor were they 
difiixified till they had enjoyed their preceden- 
cy over the envoy of the great king, whofe 
loud and intemperate clamours interrupted the 
filence of the royal banquet. The power and 
ambition of Chofiroes cemented the union of 
the Turks and Romans, who touched his jio* 
minions on either fide : but thofe diftant na- 
tions, regardlefs of each other, conliilted the 
diftates of intereft, without recollefting the 
obligations of oaths and treaties. While th<[ 

fucceflbr 
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filcceffor of Difabul celebf ated his father's ob-> 
feqtiies, he was fainted by the ambafladors of 
the emperor Tiberius, who propofed an ihva-» 
fion of Perfia, and fuftaihed with firmnefsy 
the angry, and perhaps the juft, reproachesf 
of that haughty Barbarian. " You fee my 
** ten fingers/* faid the great khan, and he ap^ 
plied them to his mouth. ** You Romans 
** fpeak with as many tongues, but they are 
" tongues of deceit and perjury. To me you 
** hold one language^ to my fubjefts another j 
" and the nations are fucceffivdy deluded by 
** your perfidious eloquence. You precipitate 
" your allies into war and danger, you enjoy 
" their labours, and you negleft your bene- 
*' faftors. Haften your return, inform your 
** mafter that a Turk is incapable of uttering 
*' or forgiving falfehood, and that he fliall 
" fpeedily meet the punifliment which he de- 
*• ferves. -While he foiicits my friendihip 
^ with, flattering and hollow words, he is 
*' funk to ,a confederate of my fagitive Var- 
" ebonites. If I condefcend to march againft 
" thofe contemptible flav.es, they wiU trem- 
** ble at the found of our whips : they wiU be 
" trampled like a nefl: of ants, under the feet 
*' of my innumerable cavalry. I am not ig- 
** norant of the road which they have foUow- 
" edto invade your empire ; nor can I bede- 
** ceived by the vain pretence, that mount 
** Caucafus is the impregnable barrier of the 
•* Romans. I know the courfe of the Niefter, 
♦* the Danube, and the Hebrus ; the moft 
** warlike nations have yielded to the arms of 
** the Turks ; and from the rifing to the fet- 
** ting fun, the earth is my inheritance.'* 
llTotwithflanding this menace, a fenfe of mu- 
tual 
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tual advantage foon renewed the alliance of the 
TXirks and Romans ; but the pride of the great 
khan furvived his refentment ; and, when he 
announced an important conqueft to his friend 
the emperor Maurice, he ftylcd himfelf the 
mailer of the feven races, and the lord of the 
fcven climates of the world (37). 

Difputes have often arifen between the fo- state of 
vereigns of Alia, for the title of king of the ^^s). 
world ; while the conteft has proved that it 500— 530- 
could not belong to either of the competitors. 
The kingdom of the Turks was bounded by 
the Oxus or Gihon ; and Touran was feparat- 
ed by that great river from the rival monarchy 
of Iratiy or Perfia, which, in a fmaller com- 
pafe, contained perhaps a larger meafure of 
power and population. The Perfians, who 
alternately invaded and repulfed the Turks 
and the Romans, were ftill ruled by the houfe 
of Saflan, which afcended the throne three 
hundred years before the acceffion of Juftinian. 
His contemporary, Cabades, or Kobad, had 
been fuccefeftJ in war againft the emperor 
Anaftaiius : but the reign of that prince was 
diftraded by dvil and religious troubles. A 
prifoner in the hands of his fubjeds ; an exile 
among the enemies of Perfia ; he recovered 
his literty by proftituting the honour of his 
wife, and regained his kingdom with the 
dangerous and mercenary aid of the Barbari* 
ans, who had flain his father. His nobles 
were fufpicious that Kobad never forgave the 
authors of his expulfion, or even thofeofhis 
reftoration. The people was deluded and 

inflamed 

(37) All the details of thefe Turkifli and Roman embaflies, fo curi* 
Otis in the hiflory ef human manners, are drawn from the Extrads 
of Menander (p. 106—110. 151 — 154. 161— 164.}, in which we 
A&qi regret the wane of order and connexion. 



384 THE DECLINE AND FALt 

inflamed by the fanatidfin of Mazdak (58)^ 
who afferted the community of women (59) 
and the equality of mankind, whilfthe appro* 
priated the richeft lands and moft beautiAil fe- 
males to the ufe of his fedaries. The view of 
thefe diforders, which had been fomentedTby 
his laws and example (40), embittered the de- 
dining age of the Perfian monarch 5 and his 
fears were increafed by the confciou&efe of hi3 
deiign to reverfe the natural and cuftomaxy 
order of fucceifion, in favour of his third and 
moft favoured fon, fo famous under the names 
of Chofroes and Nuflurvan. To render the 
youth more illuftrious in the eyes of the ijati* 
ons, Kobad was deiirous that he ihould be 
adopted by the emperor Juftin : the hope of 
peace inclined the Byzantine court to accept 
this fingular propofal; and Chofroes might 
have acquired a Ipecious daim to the inheri- 
tance of his Roman parent. But the future 
mifchief was diverted by the advice of the 
quaeftor Produs : a difficulty was flarted, whe- 
ther the adoption (hoiJd be performed as a ci- 
vil or military right (41)5 the treaty wa^ 

abruptly 

(38) Sec d*Hcrl>eIpt (Bibliot. Oricrit. p« s68» 929.); Hyde (dc 
Religione Vet. Perfarum, c. ai. p. 490, a9i.) ; Pocock (Specimen 
Hift. Arab, p. 70. 71-) ; Eutychius (Anna!, torn, ii. p. 176.) ; Tcr- 
cira in Stcrens, Hift. of Perfia, 1. i. c. 34.), 

(39) The fame of the new law for the community of women, was 
foon propagated in Syria ( Afieman* Bibliot. Orienc. tom. iti. p. 40a.). 
and Greece (Procop.Perfic.l i. c. 5.). 

(40) He offered hi^ own wife and fifter to the prophet ; btft the 
prayersofNuihirvaQ fared U'w mother, aod the indignant mosarch 
never forgave the humiliation to which his ulial piety had fiooped : pe- 
des tuos deofculatus (faid he to Mazdak), cujus fa:tor adhuc nares 
occupat (Pocock, Specimen liiA, Arab. p. 71.) • 

(41) Procopius, Ferfic. 1. i. c. 11. Was not Proclus over- wife ? 
Was not the danger imaginary ? — Theexcufe, at leaft, was iniuriout 
to a nation not ignorant of letters : ^ ypA/j.fJuwi o« Bof^ofoi rttt iratia^ 
vroiwreu axx* onKw rxtwt* Whether any mode of adoption was prac« 
tifcd in Pcriia« I much doubt. 
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abruptly cfiflblved ; and the fenfe of his indig« 
nity funk deep into the mind of Chofroes, who 
had already advanced to the Tigris on his 
road to Conftantinople. His father did not 
long furvive the diiappointment of his wilhes : 
the teftament of their deceafed fovereign wa$ 
read in the ai&mbly of the nobles ; and a pow- 
erful £idion) prepared for the event, and re- 
gardlefe of die priority of age, exalted Chofro- 
es to the throne of Perfia. He filled that 
throne during a proiperous period of forty- 
eight years (42) ; and the justice of Nulhir- 
van is celebrated as the theme of immortal 
jpraifeby the nations of the Eaft. 

But the juftice of idngs is underftood by Rcign of 
themfeiv^, and even by their fubjeas, with ^^^ch^.**^ 
an ample indulgence for the gratification of roes, 
pailion and intereft. The virtue of Chofroes ^' ^' 
was that of a conqueror, who, in the mea- 
fures of peace and war, is excited by ambiti^ 
on and reftrained by prudence ; who con- 
founds the greatnefs with the happinefs of a 
nation, and calmly devotes the lives of thou- 
fands to the fame, or even the amufement of 
a fingle man. In his domeftic adminiftration, 
the juft Nufhirvan would merit, in our feel- 
ings, the appellation of a tyrant. His two el- 
der brothers had been deprived of their fair 
expedations <rf the diadem : their future life^ 
between the fupreme rank and the condition 

(4t)FroinProcophiJ and Agathias^ Pagi (toffi* ii. p. $43, 626,) 
has proved that Chofroes Nu(hirvaQ afceoded the throne in the vth 
year of Juftinian (A» D. 53I, April I.-^A. D. 532, April i.). Bat 
the true chronology, which harmonizes with the Greeks and Orien- 
tals, is afcertained by John Malala (torn, ii. 211.). Cabades, or 
Kobad, after a reign of forty-three years and two months, fickf ned 
the 8th, and died the i^th, of September, A. D. $31, aged eighty- 
two years. According to the annals of Eutychius^ Nuihirvan reign- 
ed forty-feven years and fix months ; and his death muft confe^nt* 
ly be pUctd in March, A, D. 579, 
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of fubje&s, was anxious to tbemfelves and 
formidable to their mafter : fear as well as re^ 
venge might tampt them to rebel ; the flight* 
eft evidence of a confpiracy fiitisfied the au- 
thor of their wrongs ; and therepofeof Chof- 
toes was fecured by the death of thefe unhap- 
py princes, with their families and adherents. 
One guiltlefs youth was faved and difinifled by 
the compaflion of a veteran general ; and this 
act of humanity, . which was revealed by his 
ion, overbalanced the merit of reducing 
twdve nations to the obedience of Perfia. The 
zeal and prudence of Mebodes had fixed the 
diadem on the head of Chofroes himfelf ; but 
he delayed to attend the royal fummons, till 
he had performed the duties of a military re- 
view : he was inftantly commanded to repair 
to the iron tripod, which flood before the 
gate of the palace (43), where it was death to 
relieve or approach the vidim ; and Mebodes 
languiflied feveral days before his fentence 
was pronounced, by the inflexible pride and 
calm ingratitude of the fon of Kobad, ' But 
the people, more efpecially in the Eaft, is dif- 
pofed to forgive, and even to applaud the cm* 
elty which ftrikes at the loftieft heads ; at the 
flaves of ambition, whofe voluntary choice 
has expofed them to live in the finiles, and to 
perifli by the frown of a capricious monarch* 
In the execution of the laws which he had no 
temptation to violate ; in the punifliment of 
crimes which attacked his own dignity, as 
well as the happinefs of individyals j Nufliir-. 
^ van 

(43) I'ro^opips, Pcrfic, 1. i. c. »3. BrUTon dc Regn. Perf. p. 494, 
The gate of tlie palace of Ifpahan is, or was, the fatal fcece o£ 
difgraqc 01 4eath (Chardiu, Voyage en Perfc, torn. iv. p. 3;!, 
31 30* 
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Van,' or ChofroeSj 'dcferved the appellation of 
juji. His government was firm, rigorous, 
and impartial. It was the firft labour of his 
reign to abolifli the dangerous theory of com- 
mon or equal pofleffions ; the lands and wo- 
men which the feftaries of Mazdak hadufurp- 
ed, were reftored to their lawful owners ; and 
the temperate chaftifement of the fanatics 
dr impoftors confirmed the domeftic rights of 
fociety. Inftead of liftening with blind confi- 
dence to a favourite minifter, he eftabliihed 
four viziers over the four great provinces of 
his empire, Aflyria, Media, Perfia, and Bac- 
triana. In the choice of judges, praefefts, and 
counfellors, he fhrove to remove the malk 
which is always worn in the prefence of kings : 
he wifhed to fubflitute the natural order of 
talents for the accidental diftinftions of birth 
and fortune ; he profeffed, in fpecious lan- 
guage, his intention to prefer thofe men who 
earned the poor in their bofoms, and to ba- 
nifti corruption from the feat of Juftice, as 
dogs were excluded frcmi the temples of the 
Magi. The code of laws of the firft Artaxer- 
xes was revived and publifhed as the rule of 
the magiflrates ; but the affurance of fpeedy 
punifhment was the beft fecurity of their vir- 
tue. Their behaviour was infpefted by a 
thoufand eyes, . their words were overheard by ^ 
a thoufand ears, the fecret or public agents of 
the throne ; and the provinces, from the In- 
dian to the Arabian confines, were enlighten- 
ed by the frequent vifits of a fovereign, who 
afie^^ed to emulate his celeftial brother in his 
rapid and falutary career. Education and 
agriculture he viewed as the two objefts moft 
deferving of his care. In every city of Perfia, 

orphans. 
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orphans, ami the children of the pocx', were 
maintained and inftructed at the puUic ex- 
pence : the daughters were giv^ in marriage 
to the richeft citizens of their own rank ; an4 
the fons^ according to their different talents^ 
were employed in mechanic trades^ or pro- 
moted to more honourdiJe fervice. The de- 
ferted villages were relived by his bounty ; 
to the peafa^ts and farmers who were found 
incapable of cultivating thdr lands, he diihi- 
buted cattle, feed, and the inftruments of 
huibandry ; and the rare and ineftimable trea- 
fure of frefli water was parfimonioufly ma- 
naged, and IkilftJly difperfed over the arid 
territory of Perfia (44). The profperity of that 
kingdom wa3 theeffed ^nd the evidence of his 
virtues ; his vicps ate thofe of Oriental de^t*- 
ifin; but in the long coinp^tidbn between 
Chofrpes and Juftinian, the advantage both <rf 
merit and fortune is almoft llways on the fide 
of the Barbarian (45). . . ;. 
His lore of To the praife of jufHce Nufhirvan united 
learning, the rq)utation of knowledge ; and the feveft 
Greek philofophers who viftce^ his court; 
were invited ^nd deceived by the ftrange.affu* 
ranee, that a difciple of Plato . was featcd on 

the 

(44) In Perfia, the prince of tlie waters Ift an office of fbte. Tkc . 
' number of wells and fubterraheous channels iftOioch^Simiollbed,. and 
withitthe fertiliey pf the foil: 40D welk hkvc hettk recttniyjoft 
near Tauris, and 42,060 were once reckoned in the prArince of 
Khorafan (Chardin, torn. iii. p. 99, too, T^vdrfiier/ Com. i. p« 
416.), 

(45} The charaderind s^overnmcnt of Nufhirvan is reprefcnte4 
fonvctimfcs in the words of d'Herbelot (Bibliof. Orient, p, 680, ftC. 
ft%nxi Khoiklemir), fiutychias (AoMaL ti>m« ii. p. I79» XSo-^Ter|r 
rich), Abulpharagiut (Dynaft, vii, p. 94, 95— Terypeor), Tarikh 
Schikard(p. 144—1^®.), Teieira (in Stevens, Li. c. 35,), Aflemait 
(Bihliot. Orient. ti>m. iii. p., 404 — 410.)* and the Abbe Fdomom 
(Hift. dc TAcad. des loicriptions, torn. vii. p. 3^5 — 334.)> wlio haj 
tranflated a fpurioot or genuine teftanient of NuflUrvan. 
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the Perfian throne. Did they expeft that a 
jprijQce^ ftrenuoiifly exerdfed in the toils of 
war and government, fliould agitate, with 
dexterity uke their own, the abftrufe and 
profound queftions which amufed the leifure 
dfthefchools of Athene? Could- they hope 
that the precepts of philofopby fliould direct 
the life, .tod controul thft paffions of a defpot, 
^hofe infancy had been taught to confider bis 
abfolute and fluftuating will as the only rule 
of moif?d obligation (46)? TheftudiesofChof- 
roes w^^r^.oft^ntatious and fuperficial : but his 
e:£ample awakened the curiofity of an ingeni- 
ous people, and the light of fcience was diffuf- 
ed over the dpminions of Perfia (47). At 
Gondi S^por, in the neighbourhood of the 
royal city of Sufa, an academy of jAyfic was 
founded, which infenfibly became a liberal 
ichool of poetry, philofophy, and rhetoric 
(48). , The annals of the monarchy (49) were 
compofed; and while recent and* authentic 
hiftory might afford fome ufeful leffons both 
to the prince and people^, the darknefs of the 
firft ages was embelliftied by the giants, the 
dragons, and the fabulous heroes of Oriental 
Vol. VIL U romance 

(46) A thouf^iici fears before his birth, thd judges of Perfia had 
given a folejna opinion—r . ^tta-iMvc^rt Ttgfnwv s^s'vai irotiiiv ro ay 
0ov\rirAi (Hcrodor, 1 iii, c 31. p. 2io^ edit. WefTeling). Nor had 
this conllicutional maxim been negleded as sin ufcleis and bat-reft 
theory. • 

(47) On the literary ftate of Perfia, the Greek verfions, philofo- 
phcrs, fo];hiiLs, the learntog or ignorance of Chofroesy Agathias 
(L ii. c. 66 — 71.) difplays much information and firong preju* 
dices. 

(48) Afltman. Bibliot Orient, torn. iv. p. nccxlv.vi. irii. 

(49) The Shah Nam«h, 01 boolc of Itings, is perhaps the ongioal 
record, of hiftory which was tranflatcd into Creek by the interpreter 
Sergius (AgatKia», 1. ▼ p. 141.), preferred after the Mahometan 
fonqueftft and verfified in the year 994* by the national poet Ferdonf- 
fi«» Seed*Anquetil (iMem. de TAcademie, torn. xxzi. p. tyg,)^ and 
Sir William J«nes CHtft. of Nader Shah, p« i6z«)- 
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romance (50). Every learned or ccMifideiit 
firanger was enriched by the bounty, and 
flattered by the convtriation of the monarch : 
he nobly rewarded a Greek phyfictan (51), by 
the dekverance of three thou&nd ca(itilred } 
and the fophifts who contended for his favour^ 
were exafperated by the wealth and mfolence 
of Uranius, their more fuccdsfiil rival, Nufli* 
irvan believed, or at Icaft refpcfted, the reB* 
gion of the Magi ; and fome traces of perfe^ 
cution may be difcovered in his reign (52)* 
Yet he allowed himfelf freely to. compare the 
tenets of the various fSs&s ; and the ueologi^ 
cal difoutes in which he A-equently prefided, 
dimimlhed the authority of the pnc&y and en- 
lightened the minds of the peopk. At 1^ 
command, the moft celebrated writers of 
Greece and India were tranflated iiito the Pfer- 
fian language ; a fmooth and elegant idiom^ 
recommeijded by Mahomet to the ufe of pa*- 
radife : though it is branded with the e^ 
thets of favage and unmufical, by the igno- 
rance and prefumption of Agathias (53). Ycl 

the 

^ (50) In ihc fifth century, the name of Refiom^ or R<»ftain, aa 

hero who equalled the ftrength of twelve elephants, was familiar t» 
the Armenians (Mofes Cboreneniis, Hift. Armen. 1. ii. c. 7, p. g€, 
edit. Whifton). In the "beginning of the fevemh, the Perfian Ro- 
mance of Roftam and Isfendier was applauded at Mecca (S^e*8 Ko- 
ran, c. xxxi. p. 335.)' Yet this cxpofition of ludicmm noTclixftart»y 
is not given hy Maracci (Rcfutat. Alcoran, p. 544-^548.). 

(5ilPj:ocop. (Goth.l iv. c. 10.). Kobad had a finrourite Grcdk 
phyfician, Stephen of Edeffa (Pcrfic. 1. ii. c. 16.). The pradice wat 
. ancient ; and Herodotus relates the adventures of Democedet of Cro» 
tona(l.iii.c. 125—137.). 

(52) See Pagi (torn. ii. p. 6%6.), In one of the treaties, an ho** 
nour^ble article was inferted for the toleration and burial of the Ca- 
tholics (Menandcr, in Excerpt. Lcgat. p. 14*.). Nufhizad, a fon of 
l»lu(b irvan, wasaChriftian, a rebel, and— a martyr .> (Dllerbdot^ 
p. 681.). 

(j3) On jhe Perfian language, and its three dialcds, confnk d'Aa- 
quetil (p. 339— -343. )i and Jones (p. 153-^18-.): «yp** tw yy^rhi 
nai AfAva-oraroty is the. chandler which Agathias (1. u*p* 660 ^ 
cribes to an idiom renowned in the £aft for poetical foftucu. 
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the Greek hiftoriati might rcafonably wonder, 
that it fhould be found pofSble to execute an 
entire verfion of Plato and Ariftotle in a fo- 
reign dialed, which had not been framed to 
expre& the fpirit of freedom tod the fubtleties 
of philofophic diiquifition. And, if the rea« 
fon of the Stagyrite might be equally dark, or 
equally intelligible in every tongue, the dra- 
matic art and verbal argumentation of th^ di& 
ciple of Socrates (54), appear to be indiflbhi*^ 
bly mingled with the erace and perfeftion of 
his Attic ftyle. In the fearch of univerfal 
knowledge, Nufliirvan was informed, that the 
moral andpolitical fables of Pllpay, an ancient 
Brachman, were preferved with jealous reve* 
rence among the treafures of the kings of In- 
dia. The phyfician Perozes was fecretly dif* 
patched to the banks of the Ganges, with in- 
flruftions to procure, at any price, the com- 
munication of this valuable work. His dexteri- 
ty obtained a tranfcript, his learned diligence 
accompliflied the tranflation ; and the fables of 
Pilpay (55) were read and admired in the af- 
fembly of Nufliirvan and his nobles. The In- 
dian original, and the Pferfian copy, have 
long fince difappeared : but this venerable 
monument has been faved by the curiofity 
of ^^the Arabian caliphs, revived in the mo- 
\ U 2 dern 

(54) Agathiu rpecifiet the Qorgias, Phxdofi, Pamxenidei, and 
TiRueof. Rcnaudot (Fabricius. Bibliot. Gra:c. torn. xaii. p. a46-* 
261.) docs not mention this Barbaric verfion «>f Aridotle. 

(5 ? Of thefc fables, ! have feen three copies, in three different 
languages: r. In Creek tranflated by Simeon Scth (A. D. iioo.). 
from the Arabic, and pubK(hedby Starckat Berlin in 1697, >" laxno. 
a. In Lathy a verfion from the Greek, Sapientia Indoram, inferred 
by Pere FouiTm at the end of his edition ot Pacbymcr (p. 547-^ao, 
edit. Roman). 3. In Fremh, from the Turkiih, dedicated, in 1540, 
to Sultan Soiiman. Contea et Fables Indiennei de Bidpai ecde Xok- 
man, par M. M. Oalland el Cardonnc, Karis, 1778, 3 vols, in lamo. 
Mr. Warton(Hiilory of Englifli Poetry, vol. i. p. 129— 131. ) takes 
a larger fcnpe. 
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dern Perfic, the Turkiih, the Syriac, ^e He- 
brew, and the Greek idioms, and tranf- 
fufed through fucceffiye verfions into the 
modern lan^ages of Europe. In their pre- 
fent form, the peculiar charaftcr, the manners 
and reKgion of the Hindoos, are completely 
obliterated ; and the intrinfic merit of the fa- 
bles of Pilpay is far inferior to the concife 
elegance of Phaedrus and the native graces of 
La Fontaine. Fifteen moral and political fen- 
tences are illuftrated in a feries of apologues : 
but the compofition is intricate, the narra-' 
tive prolix, and the precept obvious and bar- 
ren. Yet the Brachman may affume the merit 
of inventing a plealing fidion, which adorns 
the nakednefs of truth, and alleviates, per- 
haps, to a royal ear, the harihnefs of inftruc- 
tion. With a fimilar defign, to admonifh 
kings that they are ftrong only in the ftrength 
of their fubjeAs, the fame Indians invented 
the game of chefs, which was likewife in- 
troduced intpPerfia under the reign of Nu- 
{hirvan (56). 

Peace and The fon of Kobad found his kingdom in- 

warwith yolvcd in a war with the fucceffoB of Con^. 

mans,*'" ftantiuc ; and the anxiety of his domeftic fi- 
A. D. tuation inclined him to grant the fufpenfion 

533—539. ^£ arms, which Juftinian was impatient to 
purchafe. Chofroes faw the Roman ambaf- 
fadors at his feet. He accepted eleven thou- 
fand pounds of gold, as the price of an endle/s 
or indefinite peace (^y) ; fpme mutual ex- 
' changes 

(56) Sec the Hiftoria Shahiludii of Dr. Hyde (Syntagm Diffcrtat. 
torn. ir. p. •61-^69.). 

(57) The eiidlefs peace (Procopius, Perfic. I. i. c. 21.) -was con- 
cluded or ratified in the vith year, and liid confuWhip of Juftinian 
( A. D. s3Sy between January 1, and April r. Pagi, torn. ii. p. 5 <;o.). 
MarccUinus, ia his Chronicle, ules the ftyle of Mcdes and Per- 
fiaUS 
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changes were regulated; the Perfian alTumed 
the guard of the gates of Caucafus, and the 
demolition of Dara was fu^ended on condi- 
tion that it fhould never be made the refi- 
dence of the general of the Eaft. This inter- 
val of repofe nad been folicited, and was di- 
ligently improved by the ambition of the em- 
peror : his African conquefts were the firft 
fruits of the Perfian treaty ; and the avarice 
of Chofroes was foothed by a large portion 
of the fpoils of Carthage, which his ambaf- 
&dors required in a tone of pleafantry, and 
under the colour of friendfliip (58). But the 
trophies of Belifarius difturbed the flumbers 
of the great king ; and he heard with afto- 
Rifliment, envy, and fear, that Sicily, Italy, 
and Rome ^tfelf, had been reduced in three 
rapid campaigns, to the obedience of Jufti- 
nian. Unpraftifed in the art of violating 
treaties, he fecretly excited his bold and fub- 
tle vaflal Almondar. That prince of the Sara- 
cens, who refided at Hira (59), had not been 
included in the general peace, and iHll waged 
anobfcurewaragainft his rival Arethas, the 
chief of the tribe of Gaffan, and confederate 
of the empire. The fubjcft of thdr difpute 
was an extenfive flieep-walk in the defert to 
the ibuth of Palmyra. An immemorial tri- 
bute for the licence of pafture appeared to at- 
teft the rights of Almondar, while the Gaf- 
ianite appe^ed to the Latin name of ftrata, a 
paved road, as an unqueftionable evidence of 

th? 

(58) Procopins, Pcriic. 1. 1. c »6, 

(59) Almondar, kinjr of Hira, was depoTed by Xpbad, and se- 
fiored by Nuftiirvan. His mother, from her beauty, was rumamed 
CaUfiial JVater^ au appellation which became hereditary, and was 
extended for a more noble caufe (liberality in famine) to the Aca^ 
pnuces of Syria (PococV, Specimen Hift. Arab. p« 69, 70.)^ 
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the fovereignty and labourft df the Romans 
(60). The two xnonarchs fuf^rted the caufe 
of their refpeAive vaffals ; and the Perfian 
Arab, without expeding the event of a flow 
and doubtfiil arbitration, enriched his flying 
camp with the fpoil and captives of Syria. 
Inftead of repelling the arms, Juitinian at* 
tempted to feduce the fidelity, of Almondar, 
while he called from the extremities of the 
earth, the nations of Mtlnaph and 3cythia 
to invade the dominions of his rival* But 
the aid of fuch allies was diftant and precari- 
ous, and the difcovery of this hofiile corre* 
Ijpondence juflified the complaints of the 
Goths and Armeniiins, who implored, ahnoft 
at the iame time, the protection of Chofroes. 
The defccndants of Arfaces who were ftill nu- 
merous in Armenia, had been provoked to 
^flert the laft relics of national freedom and 
hereditary rank ; and the ambafladors of Vi- 
tiges had fecretly traverfed the empire to cx^ 
pofe the inftant, and almoft inevitable danger 
of the kingdom of Italy, Their reprefenta«- 
tions were uniform, weighty, and effectual. 
" We ftand before your throne, the advocates 
♦* of your intereft as well as of our own, 
'^ The ambitious and faithlefs Juitinian afpires 
*f to be the fole matter of the world, Since 
*' the endlefs peace, which betrayed the com- 
"mon freedom of mankind, that prince, 
** your ally in wwds, your enemy in adions, 
** has alike infulted his friends and foes, and 
^* has filled the earth with blood and confu^ 

" fion 

(60) Procopitts, Pcrfic. I.ii. c, i. Wc are ignorant of the orJ^in 
and o^jcA of this /fratay a paved pad of ten days jouniey from 
Auranitis to Babylonia. (See a Latin note in Deliile's ^lap Imp, 
Orient.). Weflclinp and d'Anville are filent, 
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** Son. Has h« not violated the privileges of 
*^ Armema, the independence of Golchosy 
^ and the wild liberty of the Tsanian moun- 
^ tains ? Has he not ufurped, with equal avi- 
** dity, the city of Boi^orus on the frozen 
^* Masotis, and the vale of palm-trees on the 
•^ fhores of the Red fea ? The Moors, the 
** Vandals, the Goths, have been fucceffively 
^ opprefled, and each nation has calmly re- 
^^ mained the fpedator of their neighbour's 
*• ruin. Embrace, O king ! the favourable 
^ moment ; the Eaft is left without defence, 
^ while the armies of Juftinian and his re- 
^ nowned general are detained in the diftant 
** regions of the Weft. If you hefitate and 
^ dehiy, Beli&rius and his viAorious troops 
** will foon return from the Tyber to the Ti- 
^* gris, and Perfia may enjoy the wretched 
^* confolation of being the laft devoured (61).'* 
By fuch arguments, Chdfroes was eaftly per- 
iiiaded to imitate the example wiiich he con* 
drained : but the Perfism, ambitious of mili- 
tary fame, dl£lained the ina^ve warfare of a 
rival, who ilTued his fanguinary commands 
from the fecure ftation of the Byasaatine 
palace. 

Whatever might be the provocations ofHeinvadM 
Chofroes, heabufed the confidence of ^rea-jjj^' 
tits ; and the juft reproaches of diifimulation 
and falfehood could only be concealed by the 
lufbra of his vidories (62). The Perfian aiv 

my, 

{61) I have Mended, in a fhort fpeech, the two oratkms of the 
Arfacxdpt of Annenla and the Gothic am^afladora. Proc(^4iif» in 
his public hiflory, feels, and makes us feel, that Juftinian was tl^ 
true autlior of the war (Pcrfic. 1. ii. ^, a, 3,), 

(62) The iDvafion of Syria, the ruin of Ailtioch, ftc. are related 
In a full and regular fcrics by Procopius (Fcriic. 1. ji. c. 5—14.). 

Small 



fl9« THE DECLINE AND FALL 

my, which had been aflembled in the plains 
of Babylon, prudently declined the ftrong 
cities of Mefopotamia, and followed the wef- 
tern bank of the Euphrates, till the finaH 
though populous town of Dura prefumcd to 
arreil the progrefs of the great king. The 
gates of Dura, by treachery and furprife, 
were burft open ; and as foon as Chofroes 
had ftained his fcymiter with the blood of 
the inhabitants, he difmiffed the ambaiBidor 
6£ Juftinian to inform his mailer in what 
place he had left the enemy of the Romans. 
The conqueror ftill aflPefted the praife of hu- 
manity and juftice ; and as he beheld a noble 
matron with her infant rudely dragged along 
the gjround, he fighed, he wept, and implor- 
ed the divine juuice to puniih the author of 
thefe calamities. Yet the herd of twelve 
thoufand captives was ranfomed.for two hun* 
dred pounds of gold ; the nei^bouring bi- 
fliop of SergiopoUs pledged his faith for the 
payment ; and in the fubfequent year the un- 
teding avarice of Chofroes exafted, the penal- 
ty of an obligation which it wa3 generous to 
cctntraft ?Lnd impoffible to difcharge. He ad- 
vanced into the heart of Syria ; but a feeble 
<enemy, who vaniflied at his approadi, difap- 
pointed him of the honour of victory ; and 
as he could not hope to eftabiiih his domi- 
/ nion, the Perfian king difplayed in this in- 
road the meap apd rapacious vi(:es of a rob- 
ber. Hierapolis, Berrh^a or Aleppo, Apa- 

mea 

Small collateral aid can be drawn from the Orientals : yet not th^y, 
but D*f7er1»elet himfelf (p. 680.) fhould blufh, when he blames them 
for makinjr Juftinian aad Nuihimin contemporaries. On the geo- 
graphy of the feat of war, D'Anvillc (PEuphrate ct le Tigre) is 
Vuffidenc and fatisfadtocy^ 
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tnea and Chalcis, were fucceffively beficged: 
they redeemed their fafety by a ranfom of 
gold or filver, proportioned to their refpec- 
tive ftrength and opulence ; and their new 
mailer enforced, without obferving, the terms 
of capitulation. Educated in the religion of 
the Magi, he exercifed, without remorfe, the 
lucrative trade of lacrilege ; and, after ftrip- 
ping of its gold and gems, a piece of the true 
crofe, he gcneroufly reftored the naked relic 
to the devotion of the Chriftiahs of Apamea. 
No more than fourteen years had elapfed and ruins 
fince Antioch was ruined by an earthqusike ; ^^"^^^^ 
but the queen of the Eaft, the new Theo- 
polis, had been raifed from the ground by 
the liber^ty of Juftinian ; and the increafing 
greatnefs of the buildings and the people aU 
ready erafed the memory of this recent dit 
after. On one fide, the city was defended by 
the mountain, on the other by the river 
Orcmtes ; but the moft acceffible part was 
commanded by a fuperior eminence : the ^pro- 
per remedies were rdefted, from the defpica- 
ble fear of difcovering its weaknefs to the 
enemy ; and Germanus, the emperor's, ne- 
phew, refufed to truft his perfon and dignity 
within the walls of a befieged city. The peo- 
ple of Antioch- had inherited the vainand ia- 
tirical genius of their anceftors ; they were 
elated by a fudden reinforcement: of fix thou- 
£and foldiers ; tiiey dif^ained the offers of aifi 
eafy capitulation ; and thcit intemperate cla>- 
toours infulted from the ramparts the majefty 
of the great king. Under his eye thePerfian my- 
riads mounted with fcalingJadders to the af- 
fault } the Roman mercenaries fled through 
$he oppofite gate of Daphne ; :ind the gene- 
rous 
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rous refiftance of the youth of Antioch fcnr- 
ed only to aggravate the miferies <tf thdr 
country. As Chofroes, attended by the am- 
bafladors of Jufiinian, was defcending from 
the mountain, he affected, in a plaintive 
voice, to deplore the obftiriacy and ruin ot 
that unhappy people ; but the flaughter fiill 
raged with unrelenting fiiry ; and the dty, 
at the command of a Barbarian, was delivered 
to the flames. The cathedral of Antioch was 
indeed preferved by the avarice, not the pie- 
ty, of the conqueror : a more honourable ex- 
emption was granted to the church of St. 
Julian, and the quarter of the town where 
the ambafl'adors refided ; fome diftant ftreets 
were fiived by the fliifting of the wind, 
and the walls ftill fubfifted to proted, and 
foon to betray, their new inhabitants. Fana- 
tidfm had defaced the ornaments of Daphne, 
but Chofroes breathed a purer air amidft her 
groves and fountains ; and fome idolaters in 
his train might facrifice with' impunity to the 
nymphs of that elegant retreat. Eighteen 
miles below Antioch, the river Orontes fells 
into the Mediterranean. The haughty Per- 
fian vifited the term of his conquefts : and 
after bathing alone in the fea, he offered a fo- 
lemn lacrifice of thankfgiving to the fun, or 
rather to the creator ot the fun, whom the 
Magi adored. If this aft of fuperftition of- 
fended the prejudices of the Syrians, they 
were pleafed by the courteous and even eager 
attention with which he aflifted at the games 
of the circus ; and as Chofroes had heard that 
the b/ue faftion was efpoufed By the emperor, 
his peremptory command fecured the victory 
of the green charioteer. From, the difcipline 

of 
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^f his camp the peojde derived more folid 
confolation ; and they interceded in vain 
for the life of a foldier who had too faith* 
fiilly copied the rapine of the juft Nuihir. 
van/ At length, fatigued, though unfatiat- 
ed, with the fpoU of Syria, he flowly moved 
to the Euphrates, formed a temporary bridge 
in the neighbourhood of Barbaliflus, and de- 
fined the ^ace of three days for the entire 
paflage of his numerous hoil. After his re- 
turn, he founded, at the diftance of one day's 
journey from the palace of Ctefiphon, a new 
city, which perpetuated the joint names of 
Chofroes and of Antioch. The Syrian captives 
recognifed the form and fituation of their na- 
tive abodes : baths and a ftately circus were 
confirufted for their ufe ; and a colony of mu- 
fidans and charioteers revived in Aflyria the 
pleafures of a Greek capital* By the munifi- 
cence of the royal founder, a liberal allowance 
was afligned to thefe fortunate exiles ; and 
they enjoyed the fingular privilege 0/ beftow- 
ing freedom on the feves whom they acknow- 
ledged as their kinfmen. Paleftine, and the 
holy wealth of Jerufalem, were the next 
obje6ts that attrafted the ambition or rather 
the avarice, of Chofroes. Conftsintinople, 
and the palace of the Caefars, no longer ap- 
peared impregnable or remote ; and his af- 
piring fancy already covered Afia Minor with 
the troops, and the Black Sea with the na* 
vies, of rerfia. 

Thefe hopes might have been realized, ^(^^^^^^^"^^ 
the conqueror of Italy had not been feafonably Bdifarius/ 
recalled to the defence pf the Eaft (63). While ^- ^- S4i. 

Chofroes 

(63) in the public hillory of Procopius (Pcrfic.I. ii. c. i6. i8, 

»9j 
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Chofiroes purfued his ambitious defigns on the 
coaft of the Euxine, Belifarius, at the head of 
an army without pay or difcipline, encamped 
beyond the Euphrates, within fix miles of Ni- 
fibis. He meditated by a fkilful operation, to 
draw the Perfians from their impregnable ci- 
tadel, and improving his advantage in 'the 
field, either to intercept their retreat, or per- 
haps to enter the gates with the flying Barba- 
rians. He advanced one day's journey on the 
territories of Perfia, reduced the fortrels of 
Sifaurane, and fcnt the governor, with eight 
hundred chofen horfemeti, to ferve the empe- 
ror in his Italian wars. He detached Arethas 
and his Arabs, fupported by twelve hundred 
Romans, to pafs the Tigris, and to ravage the 
harvefts of Aflyria, a fruitful province, long 
exempt from the calamities of war. But the 
plans of Belifarius were difconcerted by the 
. untraftable fpirit of Arethas, who neither re- 
turned to the camp, nor fent any intelligence 
of his motions. The Roman general was fixed 
in anxious expedation to the fame fpot ; the 
time of aftion elapfed, the ardent fun of Me- 
fopotamia inflamed with fevers the blood of 
his European foldiers; and the ftationary 
troops and officers of Syria afieded to tremble 
for the fafety of their defencelefs cities. Yet 
this diverfion had already fucceeded in forcing 
Chofroes to return with lofs and precipitation ; 
and if the fldll of Belifarius had been feconded 
by difcipline and valour, his fuccefs might have 
fatisfied the fiinguine wifhes of the pubHc, 

who 

19, 20, II. a4» *5» »6, 27, a8.); and, with fome flight excepti- 
ons, we may rcafonably fliuc our cars agatnft the malevolent whif- 
per of the Anecdotes (c. a, $, with the Notes, as ulual, of Ale- 
man nus). 
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who required at his hands the conqueft of a. d. 54*. 
Ctefiphon and the deliverance of the captives 
of Antioch. At the end of the campaign, 
he was recalled to Conflantinople by an un- 
grateful court, but the dangers of the enfuing 
fpringreftored his confidence and command ; 
and the hero, almoft alone, was difpatched 
with the fpeed of poft-horfes, to repel by his 
name smd prefence the invafion of Syria, He 
found the Roman generals, among whom 
was a nephew of Juftinian, impriioned by 
their fears in the fortifications of Hierapolis* 
But inftead of liftening to their timid coun- 
fds, Belifarius commanded them to follow 
him to Europus, where he had refolved to 
collect his forces, and to execute whatever 
God fhould in^ire him to atchieve againft 
the enemy. His firm attitude on the banks 
of the Euphrates, rcftrained Chofroes from 
advancing towards Paleftine ; and he received 
with art and dignity, the ambaffadors, or ra- 
ther fpies of the Perfian monarch* The plain 
between Hierapolis and the river was covered 
with the fquadrons of cavalry, fix thoufand 
hunters tall and robuft, who purlued their 
game without the apprehenfion of an enemy.' 
On the oppofite bank the ambafladors defcried 
a thouiand Armenian horfe, who appeared to 
guard the paffiige of the Euphrates. The tent 
of Belifarius was of the coarieft linen, the fim« 
pie equipage of a warrior who difdained the 
luxury of the Eafl. Around his tent, the na- 
tiofis who marched under his flandard, were 
arranged with fkilful confiifion. The Thra- 
cians and Illyrians were pofted in the front, 
the Heruli ai;id Goths in the centre ; the prof- 
peft was dofed by the l^oors and Vandals, 

and 
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and their loofe array fcemed to multiply their 
numbers. Their drefi was light and aftive ; 
one foldiet carried a whip, another a fword, 
a third a bow, a fourth perhaps a batde-axe, 
and the whole pichire exhibited the intrepidi- 
ty of the troops and the vigilance of the ge- 
nerals Chofrocs was deluded by the addreis, 
and awed by the genius, of the lieutenant of 
3iuftinian. Confaous of the merit, and igno- 
rant of the force of his antagonift, he dreaded 
a dedfive battle in a diftant country, from 
whence not a Perfian might return to relate 
the melancholy talc. The great kihg haftened 
to repafs the Euphrates ; and Bdiifiuius prefled 
his retreat, by afieding to oppofe a meafiire 
fo ialutary to the empire, and which could 
, fcarcely have been prevented by an army of 
an hundred thouland men. Envy might fug- 
geft to ignorance and pride, that the pubhc 
enemy had been fuffered to efcape : but the 
African and Gothic triumphs are lefs glorious 
than this fafe and bloodlefs vidory, in which 
neither fortune, nor the valour of the foldiers, 
can iubftrafl; any part of the general's renown. 
The fecond removal of Belifarius from the 
A^ D. 543* Perfian to the Italian war, revealed the extent 
of his perfonal merit, which had corrected or 
fupplied the want of difcipline and courage. 
Fifteen generals, without concert or ftdD, led 
V through the mountains of Armenia an army of 

thirty thoufand Romans, inattentive to their 
fignals, their ranks, and their enfigns. Four 
thoufand Perfians, entrenched in the camp of 
Dubis, vanquiflicd, almoft without a combat, 
this diforderly multitude ; their ufelefs arms 
were fcattcred along the road, and their horfes 
funk under the fatigue of their rapid flight. 

But 
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But the Arabs of the Ronun party prevailed 
over their brethren ; the Athenians returned 
to their allegiance ; the cities of Dara and 
Edefia refified a fudden aiTault and a regular 
fiege, and the calamities of war were fufpend- 
ed by thofe of peftilence. A tacit or formal 
;^reement between the two fovereigns, pro- 
tc&ed the tranquillity of the eaftern frontier ; 
and the arms of Chofroes were confined to 
the Ccdchian or Lazic war, which has been 
too minutely defcribed by the hiftorians of the 
times (64). 

The extreme length of the Euxine fea (65), ff^^f^ 
f rotn Confkntinople to the mouth of thePha-Lazi^a, 01?* 
fis, may be computed as a voyage of nine days, Miugrdia. 
ami a meafure 6£ feven hundred miles. From 
the Iberian Caucafiis, the mod lofty and crag- 
gy mouataifis of Afia, that river defcends 
with fuch oUique vehemence, that in a £hort 
i^ace it is traverfed by one hundred and twen* 
ty bridges. Nor does the ftream become 
{uacid and navigaUe, till it reaches the town 
of Sarapana» five days journey from the Cy- 
rus, 

(64) The hzzic war« theeontefl of Rome and Perfia tm the Phafi?, 
^s tedioully f|^ thfoogh many a |>age of Procopras (Perfic. 1. ii. c. 
)$. 17'. iS^ap, 30. Oothic. 1. iv. c. 7—16) and Agathias (I. ii. 
ill. and iv. p. 55— »3»' I4i.)- 

(6s) The Periflus^ or circumnavigation of the Euxine fea, wai 
defci^d in LaunbySaHuft, and in Greek by Arrian: i. The for- 
ttier worft, which no loirger exifU, has been reftored by thcjmgular 
^nigefrcet>f M.'de Bi^flbs, Mt prefi^ent of the jporiiament of DHoft 
(Hiil. de laRepubliqne Rmnaine, torn. ii. 1. iii. P. 199*— 29o.), 
^ho ventures to tffatne the diaradet' of tiie Roman hiftorian. His 
dcfcHption of the Etixtne is ingenioofiy formed of all the fragments 
«>f the o^iemal, and of iriEr the Greeks and JLotins whom Salhift might 
copy, or by whom he might be cojned ; and the merit of the execu- 
tion atoties for the whimiical defign. 2. The Periphis of Arrian is 
addrefied to tha emperor Adrian (in Geograph. Minor. Hudikm, 
torn. iA and contains whatever the governor of Pontus had feen, 
^ttn Trebivond to Piofcurias ; whatever he had heard from Diofcu- 
Tias to the Danube ; sttid whatever he knew from the Danube to Tre» 
bizolid. 
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fus, which flows from the fame hills, but in a 
contrary direftion, to the Cafpian lake. The? 
proximity of thefe rivers has ftiggefted the; 
pracKce, or at leaft thcf idea, t)f wafting the 
precious merchandife of India down fhe Oxus, 
over the Cafpian, up the Cyrus, and with the 
current of the Phafis into the Euxine and Me- 
diterranean feas. As it fucceffively coile6ls the 
ftreams of the plain of Colchos, the Phafisr 
moves with diminiflied fpeed, though accu- 
mulated weight. At the mouth it is lixty fa- 
thom deep, and half a league broad, but a 
fmall woody ifland is interpofed in the midft 
of the channel : the water, fo foon as it has 
depolited an earthy or metallic fediment, floats 
on the furface of the waves j and is no longer 
fufceptible of corruption. In a courfe of one 
hundred miles, forty of which are navigable 
for large veflels, the Phafis divides the cele* 
brated re^on of Colchos {66)y or Mingre- 
lia (^6j\ which, on three fides, is fortified by 
the Iberian and Armenian mountains, and 
whofe maritime coaft extends about two hun- 
dred miles, from the neighbourhood of Trebi- 
zond to* Diolcurias, and the confines of Cir- 
caffia. Both the foil ^nd climate are relaxed 

by 

(66) Belides the many occafional hints from the poets, hiftorians, 
Urc. of antiquity, we may confult the geographical defcriptions of 
Colchos, by Strabo {\. xi. p« 760— 76$-) ^<^ ^^"7 (^^. Natur. vi« 
5.19, &c.). 

(67) I ihall quote, and have ufed, three modern defcriptions of 
Mingreiia and the adjacent countries, i. Of the Pere Archangelt 
Lamberti (Relations de Thevenot, part i. p. 31— )2 with a Map , 
who has ail the knowledge and prejudices of a milfionary. a. Of 
€hardin (Voyages en Perfe, torn, i. p, 54.68—168,': his obfervati- 
pns are judicious ; and his own adventures in the country are ftill 
more inftrudfcive than his obfervations. 3. OfPeyffonel Obfervati- 

; ons fur les Pcuples i3arbare», p. 49, 50, 51. 58. 61. 64, 65. 71, &c- 

and a more recent treatife, Surle Commerce de la Mer Noire, torn, 
ii. p. 1—53 ) : he had long refided at Cafia, as conful of France } 
and his erudition is leis valuable than his experience. 
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by exceffive tnoifture: twenty-eight river?, 
beiides the Phafis and his dependent fireams, ' 
convey their waters to the fea; ^nd the hol- 
lownefs erf" the ground appears to indicate the 
fubterraneous channels between the Euxine 
and the Cafpian^ In th« fields where wheat or 
barley is fown, the earth is too foft to fuftain 
the a6iion of the plough; but the p-(?m, afmalT 
grsdn, not unlike the millet or coriander feed, 
lupplies the ordinary food of the people ; and 
the ufe of bread is confined to the prince and 
his noMes. Yet the vintage is more plentiful 
than the harveft ; and the bulk of the ftems, 
as well as the quality of the wine, difplay the 
unaflifted powers of nature. The fame powers 
continually tend to oyerfliadow the face of 
the country with thick forefi:s ; the timber of 
the hills, and the flax of the plains, contribute 
to- the abundance of naval ftores; the wild 
and tame animals, the horfe, the ox, aiid the 
hog, are remarkably prolific, and the name 
of the pheafant is exprefliveof his native ha- 
y tation on the banks of the Phafis. The gold 
mines to the fouth of Trebizond, which are 
ftill worked with fufficient profit, were a fub- 
jeft of natiolfial difpute between Juftinian and 
Choifroes .; and it is not unreafonable to be.- 
lieve, that a vein of precious metal may be 
equaUy diffufed through the cirde of the hills, 
although thefe fecret treafures are neglefted 
by thelazinels, or concealed by the prudence, 
of the Mingreliaus. The waters, impregna- 
ted with particles pf gold, are carefully ftrain- 
ed through (heep-&ins or fleeces ; but this ex- 
pedieiit, the grouj(i(l-work perhaps of a mar- 
vellous fable, affords a faint image of the 
wealth e:^triaded fr<>m a virgin earUi by the 
Vol. VII. X power 
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tower and induftiy of ancient kings. TbsSr 
ulver palaces and golden chaml^ers uirpafs our 
beli^) but the fame of thdr riches is iaid to 
have ezdted the enterprifing avarice of the 
Argonauts (68)« Tradition has affirmed, with 
fome colour of reaibn^ that Egypt planted on 
the Phafisy a learned and polite colony (69)^ 
which manufadured linen, built navies, and 
invented geographical maps. The ingenuity 
of the modems nas peopled, with flourifhing 
cities and nations, the ifthmus between the 
Euxine and the Cafpian (70) ; and a lively 
writer, ob&rving the relemblance of dimate,: 
and, in his apprehenfionf of trade, has not 
tieiitatedto pronounce Colchosthe Holland of 
antiquity (71). 
*^JJg|^^ But the rkhes of Cblchos flune only through 
' the darknefs of conjedure or tradidon j and 
ks genuine hiftory prefents an uniform fcene 
of rudenefs and poverty. If one hundred and 
thirtv languages were :^ken in the market 
of Diofcurias (72), they were the imperfed 
idioms of fo many favage tribes or families,, 
iequeftef ed from each omer in the vallies of 

mount 

(68) ^liny, Hi{(. N'atur. Lxxziil. i$. tie gold and (ilvoi» iftikies 
df Colchos atcra6^ed the Arffonaiits (Strab. 1. p. 77,) The fagations 
Chardiu could find no gold in mines, rvrtn, or dfewhere. Yec» 
jCfingrelian loft his hand and foot for (hewing Tome fpectment at 
Conftsntinople of native gold. 

(69} Herodot. 1.. ii. c 104, 105. p. 150, 1$!. Diodor. Sicvl. L 
1. i>. 33. edit. Wefleling. Dionyf. Perieget. 689. and Euftath. ad loc^ 
Schdiaft. ad Apolloninm Aigonaot. 1,- tv. %92^-^9t. 

(70) Mantefquiev, EfiMric des Loix* 1. ixi. e. 6^ X'lfthme »' 
totwcft its tiUcs et de nations qui At font plus, 

(ji) Bongiiftville, Mteoires de 1* Acadtoie des Infcriptiont, toin«^ 
XXVI. f|. 33. on the African voyage of Huind and the commerce •£ 
antiquity. 

(7«) A Greek hiilorian, TimoKlienet, Had affirmed, in earn cccr 
natiiioes diffimilibosJinguisdefcenddre ; and the modeft Pliny iscon* 
tent to add, et poftea a noftris cxzz interpretibus neg6tia- ihi gefia 
(^*S.) I hut the word nuic dcfcru coTcrt a nnltitade of ptit lat> 
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mount Caucafus ; and their feparatioft, which 
diminifhed the importance, muft have multi-i 
plied the number, of their ruiUc capitals. In 
the prefent fiate of Min^dia^ a village is an 
^mblage of huts within a wooden fence } 
the fertrefles are feated in the depth of forefts { 
the pnncely townof <>ta, or Cbtatis^ cbnfifts 
of tw0 hundred houfes, and a ftone edifice 
appert^^ns only to the magnificehce of kings* 
Twelve fhips 6*01x1 Conftantinopte, and about 
fixty barks, laden with the fruits of induftry, 
annually caft anchor on the coafi ; and the 
lift of Colchian exports is much encreafed^ 
iince the natives had only flaves and hides to 
offer in exchange for the com and (kit Which 
they purchafed from the fubje^s of Juftinian. 
Not a vdHge can be found of the art, the 
knowledge, or the navigation, of the ancient 
Golchians: few Greeks delired or dared to 
purfue the footfteps of the Argonauts ; and 
even the marks of an Egyptian colony are loft 
on a nearer approach* The rite of cifcumcifi- 
ouis pradifed only by the Mahometans of the 
Euxine} and the curled hair and fwarthy 
complexion of Africa no longer disfigure the 
moft perfed of the human race. It is in the 
adjacent climates of Georgia, Mingrelia, and 
Gircafilia, that nature has placed, at leaft to 
our eyes, the model of beauty, intheihape of 
the limbs, the colour of thefldn, the fymme- 
try of the features, and the expreifion of th« 
countenance (73). According to the defHxuu 
tion of the two fexes, the men feem formed 
X a for 

(73} BafibD (Hift« Nat4 torn. iii« p« 433*^370 colledkt the unii- 
nlmous fuflnge of uatoraltftt aod tnvelkrt^ If. in the time of He- 
rodotnt, they were in truth /wfX«>xP^f *^^ arXcTpi;^fc (and he had oh- 
ferved them with care), this precious fad it an ciamplt of the influ- 
ence of climaae oo 9 foreign celonj* 
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£of a^on, the wona^ii for love ; smd the per* 
pQtusl fiif^ly of females from mount Cauca^ 
&s h^ {yurified the blood, smd improved the 
breed, of the fouthern nations of Afia. The 
proper diftrid of Mingrelia, a portion only of 
the aodent Cc^dbos, has long fuftained an ex- 
portation of twelve thoufand flaves. The 
number of prifoners or criminals would be in- 
adequate to the annual demand ; but the com- 
inon peofde are in a ftate of fervitude to their 
lords; the exercife of fraud or rapine is un^ 
puhiihed iti a lawleis community ; and the' 
market is continually repleniflied by the abufe 
of civil and paternal authority. Such a trade 
(74), w:hich reduces the human fpecies to the 
level of jcattle, ijiay tend to encourage mar- 
nage and popidation ; &ace the multitude of 
children enriches their fordid and inhumait 
parent. B^t this £>urce of impure wealth 
ihu{): i^e^taUy poifon the national manners, 
obliterate the ienfe of honotir and virtue, and 
almoft ^tinguiih the inftinds of nature : the 
Chryiiam of Geor^ and Mingrelia are the 
mpft diflblute c^ mankind ; and tneir chiidreuy 
whp, in a tender age, are fold into foreign 
flavery, hive already lekrnt to imitate the ra« 
p^ of the father and the prbiHtution of the 
motha:*. Yet, amidft the rudeft ignorance, 
the utttau^t natives difcover a fingular dex- 
terity both of mind and hand ; and although 
t^ waiat of union and difdpline expoies them 

to 

.(74) The Mingrelian ambai&dor arrlyed at ConftintiQopIe with 
tv^o nuadred perfoiu ; but he eat ijoli) them day by day, till hit 
retinue was diminiihed to a fecretary and two valets (Tayernio', 
ton. i.'p. z€$,). To piirchafeliis mUlrels^ a Minmlian freutlcmatr 
fold twelve prtefts and his wife Co ^ Turks (Ckardin, torn. 1, 
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to their more powerful neighbours^ a bold and 
intrefod fpirit has animated the Colchians of 
every age. hithehoft of Xerxes, thcyferved 
on foot ; and their arms were a dagger or a 
javeUn, a wooden cafqiae, and a buckler of 
raw hides. But in their own country the ufe 
of cavalry has more generally prcvaUed : the 
meaneft of the pjeafants difdain to walk ;. the 
martial nobks are poflefied, perhaps, cxf two 
hundred horfes i and above nve thoufknd are 
numbered in the train of the prince of Mi»r 
grelia. The Colchian government has been 
always a pure and hereditary kingdom ; and 
the authority of the fovcreign is only reftrain- 
jed by the turbulence of his fubjefits. When- 
ever they were obedient, he could lead a nu^ 
xnerous army into the field ; but fome faith i$ 
requifite to believe, that the fingle tribe of the 
jSuanians was compofed of two hundred thou- 
fand foldiers, or that the population of Min- 
grelia now amounts to four milliolis of inhar 
bitants {y^)'^ 

It was the boaft of the Cofchiaiis, that their Rcvoiuth. 
anceftors had checked the viaoriesof ScfoC^^^f^*^" 
tris; aDd the defeat of the Egyptian is Ids 
incredible than his fuccefsful progrefs as far 
^ the foot of mount Caucafus. They funk, 
without any memorable eflFort, under the arms 
of Gyrus ; followed in diftant wars the ftaur 
d^ird of the great king^ and prefented him 
^very fifth year with one hundred boys and as ««<!«• t^« 

Chrift,500; 

(75) Strabo, l.xi. p. 765. I^ambcrti, Relation de la Mingrelie. 
Yet we muft- avoid the contrary extreme of Chardin, who allows do 
more than 20,000 iohabitantft to fupply an annual exportation of 
i»,ooo flares : an abfurdity linvjrorthy of that Judicious traveller. 
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many vir^s, the feircft produce of the land 
(76). Yet he accepted this giji like the gold 
and ebony of India, the frai^ncenfe of the 
Arabs, or the negroes and ivory of ^Ethiopia : 
the Colchians were not fubjed to the dominir 
on of a fiitrap, and they continued to enjoy 
the name as well as fubftance of national in*- 
dependence (77). After the fell of the Perfian 
empire, Mithridates, king of Pontus, added 
Colchos to the wide circle of his dominions on 
the Euxine ; and when the natives prefiimed 
to requeft that his fon might rei^ over them, 
he bound the ambitious youth in chains of 
under the gold, and delegated a fervant in his place. la 
JfoJT'' the purfuit of Mithridates, the Romans adr 
Chrift, ^Orvanced to the banks of the Phaiis, and their 
gallies afcendcd the river till they reached the 
camp of Pompey and his legions (78). But 
the fenate, and afterwards the emperors, difr 
dained to reduce that diftant and ufelels con- 
queft into the form of a province, ITie fami- 
ly of a Greek rhetorician was permitted to 
reign in Colchos and the adjacent kingdoms, 
from the time of Mark Antony to tnat of 
Nero } ^d ^er the race of Poleino (79) was 

^tindijj 

(76) Hen>4ot. J. iii. c. 97. Sec, in 1, irii. c. 79, their arms a]^4 
fervice in the expedition of Xerxes againft Greece. 

(77) Xenophon, who had encountered the Colchians in his retreat 
( Anabafis, 1. iv. p. jao, 343, 3 4 J. edit. Hutchinfon ; and Forftcr'f 
Piflertation, p. liii.-^lviii. in Spelmau*s Englilfa verfion, vol. ii.), 
ilyles them eurrmofAu, Before the cooquell of Mithridates, they ace 
named by Appian fdvoc «pf»|i«avtc (de Bell. Mithridatico', c. 15. torn. 
1. p. 66 1 . of the laft and beft edition, by John Schweighxufer, i'ipiuri 
1785. 3 vols. larg<p odavD,) 

(7S) The conqueft of Colchos by Mithridates and Pompey, it 
marked by Appiap (de 3ell. Mithridat.) and Plutarch (in Vit. 
fomp.). - . 

(79) ^c ^^1 Xxzict the rife and fall of the family of Polemo, ia 
Strabo (1. xi, p. 755. 1. xii. p- 867.), Dion Caffius or Xiphilin (p. 
588, 593, 6oi, 719; 754, 915, 945. edit, tleimar), Suetonius (m 
Ncron. c. 18. in Vefpafian, c. 8.), Eutropius (vii. 14), Jofephut 
(Antiq. Judaic.!, xz. c. 7. p. 970. edit. Havsrcamp], an^ EufebiijM 
(Chron. with Scaliger, AoimadTcrf. p« 1 96.}. 
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cxdnft, the caftcm Pontus, which prcfervcd 
his name, extended no farther than the 
nei^^hbourhood ofTrcbizonA Beyond thefe 
Mmits the fortifications of Hyfius, of Apfiurus^ 
of the Phafi^ of Diofpurias or Sebaftopolis^ 
and of PItyus, were guarded by fu£G[cieiit de- 
tachments of horfe and foot ; and fix princes 
of Colchos received their diadems from the 
fieutenants of Gxfar. One of thefe lieutc-vifitofAiw 
Hants, the eloquent and philofophic Arrian, ^^ ^^^^ 
fiirvieyed, and has defcribed, the Euxine 
eoaft, under the reign of Hadrian. The i^ajr- 
rifon which he reviewed at th^ mouth of the' 
Phafisy confifted of four hundred chofen legi- 
onaries; the brick vrzjis andt.owers, the dou- 
ble ditch, and the military engines on the 
rampart, rendered thjs jdace inaicceffible to the 
Barbarians ; but the new fubnrbs v^ch had 
been built by the merchants ^nd veterans, re- 
quired, in the opinion of Arrian, fome extej:- ' 
nal defence (80). As the ilrenKth of the em* 
pire was gradusdly impaired, the Ro^nai^s ft^- 
tioned on the Phafis were either withdrawn or 
expelled; and the tribe of the Lazi(8i), 
whofe pofterity fy^^ a foreign dialed, and in- 
habit thefea-coaftofTrebizohd, impoied their 
name and dominion on the ancient kingdom 
of Colchos . Their independence vr2LS foon in- 
vaded by a formidable neighbour, who had 

acquired^ 

(80) la the time of Procophis, thitc were no Roman forts on the 
Piudis. Pityus and Scballopolit were evacuated on the rumour of 
the Periiaus (Goth. 1. iv. c. 4. ) ; but the Utter was afterwarda rei^ 
tared by Julian (de £dif. I, iv. c. 7,).- 

(81) la the time af Pliny, Arrian, and Ptokmr* ^ La«t were a 
particular tribe op the northern ikiru of Colchos (Pellariii8,Qepgraph. 
Aotig.' tQm. iif p. all.)* l^ ^ H!^ of JniUnian, they fpread, or at 
le^ f eisfied, over the whole country. At prefent, they hsve ml* 
grated along the coafl awards Trebizond, and compoTe a nide fea* 

. faring people, with a peculiar language (Chardin, p. X49* PeyiTo*- 
nel, p, 64 }, 
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acquired,, by arms and treaties, the fovere^? 
ty of Iberia*. The dependent king of Lazica, 
received his fceptre at the hands of the Perfian 
monarch,'. and the .fucce^ors of Ck>nftantine 
acquiefcedin this injurious daim^ which was 
proudly urged as a. right of immemorial pre- 
c^jerfion £c^pxi(au /m the bejrinriinff of the fixth cenr 
A.D45»». tury^ their mfluepce was. reftored by the m- 
trodutBibii of ChriiHanity, which. the Mingre- 
Uans i^l^grofei^ with ^coming zeal, without 
underfianding thc; dq^ups,. or obfeiiviiig the 
preqeptis of their religiqn. After the . deccafe 
of Ws f^th^^ Zatt^s wa$, exalted to the regal 
dignity by. the fevour of the great king: but 
tie pipr^ youth abhpr?ied the ceremonies of 
the IVI^giy 9Jid fought,' in the palace ^ofQon- 
flantlaQple, an orthodox baptifisx .^ noble 
wife, and;the fJlis^ce of die^ e9)pei:or Juftin. 
The kii\g of Lazica w^^ fo)emnly invdfted with 
the diadem, and his cloak. ;^d tui^cpf .w>hite 
filk, with ^ gold bo:rder, difplayed, in rich 
embroideryv jfhe fi^re of his new patron; 
wh9 fopthcd the jteia^^ufy pf the Perfiaii court, 
and excufed the reydt of Colchos, by the ve- 
nerable names of hofpitality and religbn. The 
common intereft of ^Wheippires iinpofed on 
the Cplcbians the duty pf, guarding , uh^ paffes 
of mount Cauca&LS, where a w<dl of lixty 
miles is now defended by the monthly fervice of 
(he mufqueteers of Mingrelia (82). 

But 



(82) John Malala, ChroD. tdm. n. p. 134 — 137. Theoplianes 
p. 144. H«ft. MiictW. I. XV. p. 103. The fa<ft isanthcntic, but the 
date ftems too recent. In fpeakiog of their Perfian aUiance, the 
Lazi corttcmporarics of Juftinian employ the moft obfolete wordb^ 
8v y^fXfMo-i fAWfAtiAy vtMyitvoty Set, could they belong; to <t conne&IoQ 
which hod not been diaolvodaboTe twenty yean f 
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But this honomrable cppne£)aon wjis foon ^^"^^^ *"** 
corrupted by the avarice and ambition of the of^h/coi- 
Romans. Degraded from the rank of allies, «*^"^°'»j^ 
the Lazi were jinceflantly reminded, by words 541I549, 
ie^nd aftions, of their dependent ftate. At the 
diftance of a day's journey beyond the Apfiirus^ 
they beheld the rifing fortrefs of Petra (83)^ 
which commanded the maritime country to 
the fouth of the Phaiis. InHead of being pro* 
tefted by the valour^ Colchos washifulted by 
the Ucentioufneis, of foreign mercenaries ;r 
the benefits of commerce were converted intoT 
bafe and ve:!^tious monopoly ;; and Gubazes^ 
the native prince, was reduced to, a pageant 
of royalty by the fuperior influencef of the of- 
ficeifS of Juftiniap. !Difappointed in their cx^ 
pedations of Chriflian virtue, the indignant 
Lazirepofed fome confidence in the juftice of 
an unbeliever. After a private affursBice that 
their ambafladors fhould not be delivered to 
the Romans, they publicly folicitpd the.friend? 
fliip and the aid of Chofroes* The fag^ous 
monarch inftantly difcerned the ufe and imr 
portance of Colchos ; and meditated a plan of 
conqueft, which was renewed at the end of a 
thpuiiand years by Shah Abbas^ the wxfeft and 
moft powerful 0/ his fucceflbrs (84). His am- 
bition was fired by the hope of bunching a 
Perfian navy from the Phaiis, pfooiBmandmg 

the 



($3) The fole vcftigv of Peti^ fuBfiftv m the inrrttipgs df Pfocopmr 
and Agathias. Moft of the towii8«Bd caftlet oC LuSca mar be fuiind 
by comparmg their names aod pofition with thn map of M;Dgi^a, 
in LambeHi. 

(84) See the amiifirig letteft of- Pietro deUa Valle, the Roman ' 
traveller (Viaggi, torn. ii. 207, »o^, 213, 215, 266, a86^ 300. tom^ 
iii'p*54t X27*)- In the^yeurs z^8, 16^^, aad-i6»o, heconteried- 
with Shah Abbat, and ftrongly encom^iged a dcfign which might 
have united Perfia and Europe anipil their comm^Mi enemy the 
Turk. 
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the trade and navigation t>f tfajs Epxine &a^ 
of defolating the coaft of Pontus and Bithy- 
nia, of diftrefling, perhaps of attacking, Con- 
ftantinople, and of perfuading the B^b^rians 
of Europe to fecond his arms and cpu^lel^ 
againft the common enemy of mankind. Un- 
der the pretence of a Scythian war, he filently 
led his troops to the frontiers of Iberia j the 
Colchian guides were prepared to conduft 
them through the woods and along the preci- 
' pices of mount Caucafiis : and a narrow pati) 
was laborioufly formed into a (afe and Q)acious 
highway, for the mardi of cavalry, and even 
ot elephants. Gubazes laid his perfon and 
diadem ^t the feet of the king of P^rlia ; his 
Colchians imitated the fubnii|Con of their 
prince ; and aft^r the walls of Petra had beer; 
fhaken, the Roman garrifon prevented, by a 
cwitulation, the impending fury of the laft 
afliault. But the Lazi foon difcovered, that 
their impatience had urged them to chufe an 
evil more intolerable than the calamities which 
they fbrove to efcape. Thie monopoly of fait 
and corn was effeftually removed by the lofs 
of thofe valuable commodities. The authori, 
ty of a Roman legiflator was fucceeded by the 
pride of an Oriental dei^P^^j ^^^ beheld with 
equal difdain, the flaves whom he had ex, 
alted, and the kings whom he had humbled^ 
before the footftool of his throne. The 5idp? 
ration of fire was introduced into Colchpsi 
by the ^al of the Magi : their intolerant fpi- 
rit provoked the fervour of a Chrifl:ian people ; 
and the prejudice of nature or education was 
wounded by the impious practice of expofing 
tjhe dead bodies of their parents, on the fum- 

mit 
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mit of a lofty tower, to the crows and vul- 
tures of the air (85^. Confdous of the en^ 
creafinff hatred, which retarded the executi* 
on of his ffreat defigns, thejuft Nufliirvan had 
fecretly given orders to ailai&nate the king of 
the Lazi, to tranfplant the people into fome 
diftant land, and to fix a faithful and warUke 
colony on the banks of the Phafis. The watch* 
fill jealouly of the Ck)lchians forefiiw and avert- 
ed the approaching ruin. Their repentance 
was accepted at Ck)nihuitinople by the pru- 
dence, rather than the clemency, ot Juftinian ; 
and he commanded Dagifteus, with feven 
thoufand Romans, and one thou&nd of the 
Zani, to expel the Perfiaps frpm the coaft of 
the Eu^ne. 

The fiege of Petra, which the Roman gene- siege of 
ral, with the aid of the Lazi, immediately p«^'p 
undertook, is one of the moft remarkable ac<; 549^55'f , 
tions of the age. The city was feated on a 
craggy rock, v^ich hung over the fea, and 
communicated by a fteep and narrow path 
with the land. Since the approach was ' dif- 
ficult, the attack might be deemed impoflible : 
the Per&ui conqueror had ifa*engthened the 
fortifications of Juflinian ; and the places leaft 
inacceifible were covert by additional bul- 
warks. In this important fortrefs, the vigi- 
lance of Choiroes had depofited a magazine of 
ofienfive and defenfive arms, fufficient for five 
(imes the nupiber, not only of the garrifon, 

but 

(85) See Herodo^s (I. i. c. 140. p. 69.), vHio fpeakt with diffi- 
dence, Larcber (tom.i. p. 399^01. Notes for Herodote), Proco* 
piu8(Per(ic. 1. i. c. 11.) and Agatfaias (1. ii. p. 6x, 6%.), 1ms prac- 
tice, agreeable to the ZcndaveiU (Hyde, de &e|ig. Perf. c; 34. p. 
414 — 4^ I Of demonftratea that the biirial of the Perllan kings (Xen^- 
phon, Cyruped, 1. vili, p. 658), rt^^f tm fAtuMfttntfcv tm rn jrf 
f*iX^ycUf is a Greek fidiion, and chat tbcir tombs could be no moro 
fhao cenotaphs. 
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but of the befiegers them&lves. The jftock of 
flour and fait provifions was adequate to the 
confumption of five years ; the want of wine 
was fupplied by vinegar, and by grain from 
whence a ftrong liquor was extracted ; and a. 
triple aqueduA eluded the diligence, and evei^ 
the fufpicions, of the enemy. But the firm- 
isft defence of ^Petra was placed in the valour 
of fifteen hundred Perfians, who refitted the 
aflaults of the Romans, whilft, in a fofter 
vein of earth, a mine was ftcretly perforated. 
The wall, fupported by flender and tempora- 
ry props, hung tottering in the air ; but Da- 
geftius delayed the attack till he had fecured a 
fpecific recompence ; apd the town was re^ 
lieved before the return of his meffcnger from 
Confiiantinoplet The Perfiarf garrifon was rcr 
duced to four. hundred meUj. of whom no 
more |:hap fifty were exempt from ficknefs or 
wounds $ yet fueh had been their inflexible 
perfeveranee, that they concealed their lofies 
from the enemy, by enduring, without a mur^ 
jnur, the fight . and putrefying flench of the 
dead bodies of their elcvett hundred compani- 
ons. After their deliverance, the breaches 
were hafl;ily flopped with faiid-bs^s ; the mine 
.was repl^ilhed with earth ;. a new wall was 
^re<9:edQn a frame of fubftantial timber ; and 
a frefli g^rifon.of three thoufand men was 
ftationed a? JPety^ to fuftain the labours of a 
iecond fiegje. The operajipns both of the attack 
and defence, were conduced with fldlful obfti- 
nacy ; and each party derived ufefiil leflbnsfrpm 
the experience oftheirpafl: faults. A battering 
ram was ititented, of fight coriftrudion and 
powerful effeft : it was tran^^rted and work- 
ledby the hands of forty foldiers, J and as the 
- -^^ ftones 
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ilones were loofened by its repeated ftrol£es, 
they werd torn with long iron hooks from the 
1»rali. From thofe walls^ a fhower of darts 
tiras incefiatitly poured on the heads of the af- 
faHants, but they were moft dangeroufly an- . 
noyed by a fiery compofition of fulphur and 
bitumen^ which in Colchos might with fome 
propriety be named the oil of Medea. Of fix 
thouiand Romans who mounted the fcaling- 
ladders, their general BefTas was the firft, a 
gallant veteran of feventy years of age :, the 
courage of their kader, his fall^ and extreme 
danger, animated the irrefiftible effort of his 
troops ; and thdr prevailing numbers oppref- 
fed the ftrength, without fubduing the fpirit 
of the Perfian garrifon. The fate of thefe va-a 
liant toeii deferycs to be more diftin<My noti- 
ced. Seven hundred had periflxed in the fiege, 
two thouiand three hundred fiirvived to de- 
fend the breach. One thoufand and feventy % 
were deftf oyed with fire and fword in the laft 
2^uk i atid if feven hundred and thirty were 
made prifoners, only eighteen among them 
were found witho«it the marks of honourable 
"Urounds. The remaining five hundred efcaped' 
into the dtadd, which tney maintained with- 
out any hopes of relief, receding the faireft 
terms of capitulation and fervice, till they 
tvere loft in the flames. They died in obedi- 
ence to the commands of thdr princ€ ) and 
fuch examples of loyalty and valour might ex- 
dte their countrymen to deeds of equal def- 
pair and more prof{>erous event. The inftant 
demolition of the woriss of Petra confefled the 
a^oniflunent and apprdienfion of the conque- 
ror^ 

A l^ar* 
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The Col- A Spartan would have praiied and jntied thef 
chianorLa-virtijeof thde heroic (laves : but the tedious 
^ a!^^. warfare and alternate fuccefi of the Roman 
J49-556. and Perfian arms cannot detain the attention 
of poft^ty at the foot of mount Caucaiusw 
The advantages obtained by the troops of Juf- 
tinian were mote frequent and ^lendid ; but 
the forces of the great ksn^ were continually 
fum>lied^ till they amounted to dght elephants 
and feventy thoufiuid men, including twelve 
thoufand Scythian allies, and above three 
thouiknd Dilexhites, whoT defcended by their 
free choice from the hills of Hyrcania, and 
were equally formidable in dofe or in ctiftant 
combat. The iiege of AtchacopoUs, a name 
impofedor corrupted by the Gred^, was rai* 
fed Mrith fome I0& and precipitation $ but the 
Ferfians occupied the pafles ot Iberia : Colchos 
was enilaved by their ibrts and garrifons ; they 
devoured thefcanty fiiftenance of the people ; 
and the prince of the Lazi fled into the moun-^ 
tains* In the Romatn camp, £uth and difd^ 
idine were unknown i and the independent 
leaders, who were invefied with equal power^ 
diluted with each other the pre-eminence of 
vice and corruption. The Ferfians followed^ 
without a murmur, the commands of a fingle 
diief, who implicitly obeyed the inftru6Bons 
of their fupreme lord. Their general was dif- 
tinjpiihed among the heroes of the Eaft by his 
wiSom in council and his valour in the field. 
The advanced age of Mermeroe^, and the 
lamenefs of both nis feet, could not diminifh 
the activity of his mind, or even of his body j 
and, whilft he was carried in a litter in the 
front of battle, he inipired terror to the enemy 
and a juft confidence to the troops who, un- 

der 
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dcr his bsinners, were always fucceisful* Aftef 
his death, the command devolved to Nacora- 
gan, a proud iatrap, who, in a conference 
with the Imperial chiefs, had prefumed to de-> 
clare that he difpofed of victory as ^bfolutely 
as of the ring on his finger. Such prefump- 
tion was the natural atufe and forerunner of a 
Ihameful defeats The Romans had been gra^ 
dually repulied to the edge of the fea-ihore> 
and their laft qimp, on the ruins of the Gre^ . 
cian colony of Phafis, was defended on all 
fides by ftrong intrenchments, the river, the 
Euxine, and a fleet of gallies. Defpair uni- 
ted their counfeb and invigorated their arms s 
they withftood the afiault of the Periians ; and 
the flight of Nacoragan preceded or followed 
the flaughter of ten thoufand of his braveit 
Ibldiers. He efcaped from the Romans, to 
fall into the hands of an unforgiving mafter, 
who feverely chaftifed the error of his own 
choice : the unfortunate general was flayed 
alive, and his ikin, fluffed into the human 
form, was expofed on a mountain ; a dread- 
ful warning to thofe who might hereafter be 
entrufted with the fame and tortune of Perfia 
(86). Tet the prudence of Chofroes infenfibly 
relinquiflied the profecution of the Cblchian 
war, in the juft perfuafion, that it is impoffi-^ 
ble to reduce, or, at leaft, to hold a diftant 
country againft the wifhes and efforts of its 
inhabitants. The fidelity of Gubazes iufiain- 
ed the moft rigorous trials. He patiendy en- 
dured the hardihips of a £ivage life, and re- 

j^fted, / 

(S6) The pnnifiimeBt of UnytBg aUre could not be ifitrodticed ifit« 
Ferfiabjr Sapor f BrilloD, de Rego. ^er£. 1. ii. p. $78.), nor could it 
be copied from che footim tale of Marffas the Phrygian piper, modb 
fooUftly ^;tioted «• a precedent by Agathias (U W« p« 131, 133.). 
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jefted, with difdain, the ^cioiis temptations 
of the Perfian court. The king of the Lazi 
had been educated in the Chriman religion ; 
his mother was the daughter of a fenator i 
during his youth, he had fedrved ten years a 
fil^ntiafy of the Byzantine palace (87),* and 
the arrears of an unpaid falary were a motive 
of attachment as well as of complaint. But 
the long continuance of his fufFerings eitortecf 
from him a naked reprefentation of the truth $ 
and truth was an unpardonaUe libd on the 
lieutenants of Juftinian, who, amidft the de- 
'' lays of a ruinous war, had fpared his enemies 
and trampled on his allies^ Their malicious 
informati(Hi perfuaded the emperor,- that his 
faithlefe vaflal already meditated a fecond de- 
feftion : an order was furprifed to fend him 
jMifoner to Conftantinople ; a treachdfous 
claufe was iriferted, that he might be lawfully 
killed in cafe of refiftimce i and Gubazes, with-- 
out arms j or fufpicion of danger, was ftabbed 
in the fecurity of a friendly interview. In the 
firft moments of rage and defpair, the Col- 
chians would have £icrificed their country and 
religion to the gratification of revehge. But 
the authority and eloquence of the wifer few, 
obtained a iklutary paufe : the vidory of the 
Phafis reftored the terror of the Roman arms, 
and the efmjlaror was folicitous to abfolve his 
own name from the imputation of fo foul a 
murder. A jud^e of fenatorial rank was cpni- 
miffioned to enquire intpthe condufl: and death 
of the king of the Lazi. He afcended a ftately 

tribunal, 

<S7) In the palace of Conftantinople tiiere were thirty fileittiariesj 
who are ftyled haftati ante fores cupicuU, rrtc e'iy»it uriTurm^ an ho- 
nourable tirle, which conferred the rank, Without impofing the du- 
tie», of a fenator (Cod. Theodof. h vi» tit. z^* Gotbofred. Cona- 
ment. torn* ii* p. 129O 
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tribunal, cncompaffed by the minifters of jiif- 
tice and punifliment : in the prefence of both 
nations, this extraordinary caufe was pleaded, 
according to- the forms of civil jurifprudence, 
and fome fatisfaftion was granted to an inju- 
red people, by the fentence and execution of 
the meaner criminals (88). 

In peace, the king of Perfia continually N<^8^*^|f*»- 

-•**,' o^ - ' ons and 

fought the pretences of a rupture ; but no trcatki be- 
fooner had he taken up arms, than he expref- [|^f^° ^^^ 
fed his defire of a fafe and honourable treaty, chofrocs, 
During the fierceft hoftilities, the two mo- ^^^gj 
narchs entertained a deceitful negociation j ^^** ^ 
and fuch was the fuperiority of Chofroes, that 
whilfthe treated the Roman minifters with in- 
folence and contempt, he obtained the moft 
unprecedented honours for his own ambaffa- 
doris at the Imperial court. The fucceffor of 
Cyrus affumed the majefty of the Eaftern 
fun, and gracioufly permitted his younger 
brother JuSinian to reign over the Weft, with 
the pale and reflefted fplendour of the moon. 
This gigantic ftyle was fupported by the pomp 
and eloquence of Ifdigune, one of the royal 
chamberlains. His wife and daughters, with 
a train of eunuchs and camels, attended the 
march of the ambaffador : two fatraps with 
golden diadems were numbered among his 
followers : he was guarded by five hundred 
horfe, the moft valiant of the Perfians ; and 
the Roman governor of Dara wifely refufed 
to admit more than twenty of this martial 
Vol. VII. Y and 

(88) On thefe judicial orations, Agathias (1. iii. p. Si— 89. 1. iv. 
p. 108 — 119.) laviihes eighteen or twenty pages of . faUe and florid 
rhetoric. His ignorance or careleflnefs overlooks the ftrongeft ar* 
{ument againil the king of Lazica— his former revolt. 
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and hoftile caravan. When Ifdignne had fe- 
luted the emperor, and delivered his prefents^ 
hepaffedten months at Conftantinople with- 
out difcuffing any ferious affairs. Inftead of 
being confined to his palace, and receiving 
food and water from tiie hands of his keep- 
ers, the Perfian ambaffador, without fpies or 
guards, was allowed to viiit the capital ; and 
the freedom of converfation and trade enjoy- 
ed by his ddmeftics, offended the prejudices of 
an age, which rigoroufly praftifed the law of 
nations, without confidence or courtefy (89). 
By an unexampled indulgence, his interpre- 
ter, a fcrvant below the notice of a Roman 
magiftrate, was feated, at the table of Juftini- 
an, by the fide of his mafter ; ^nd one 
thouiand pounds of gold might be affign- 
cd for the cxpence of his journey and 
entertainment. Yet the repeated labours 
of lidigune could procure only a partial 
and imperfeft truce, which was always 
purcha&d with the treafures, and renewed at 
the folicitation, of the Byzantine court. Ma- 
ny years of fruitlefs defolation elapfed before 
Juftinian and Chofiroes were compelled, by 
mutual laffitude, to confult the repofe of their 
declining age. At a conference held on the 
frontier, each party, without expecting ta 
gain credit, dilplayed the power, the juftice, 
and the pacific intentions of their refpe<5tive 
fovereigns; but neceflity and intereft diftated 
the treaty of peace, which was concluded for 

a term 

($9) I'rocopws reptefent& the pra(5lice of the Gothic court of Ra- 
venna (Goth> 1. i. c. 7.) ; and foreign ambaffadors have been treated 
with the fame jealoufy and rigour in Turkey (Buibequius, epift. iii, 
p. 1419. 242, &c.), Ruflia (Voyage d'OIearius), and China (Narra- 
iiye of M. dcLange, in Bell's Travels, vol. ii. p. 189— 311.) •^ 
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a term of fifty years, diligently compofed in 
the Greek and Perfian language, and attefted 
by the feals of twelve interpreters. The li- 
berty of commerce and religion was fixed and 
defined ; the allies of the emperor and the great 
king were included in the fame benefits and 
obligations ; and the moft fcrupulous precau- 
tions were provided to prevent or determine 
the accidental difputes that might arife on the 
confines of two hoftile nations; After twenty 
years of deftruftive though feeble war, the 
limits ftill remained without alteration ; and 
Chofroes was perfuaded to renounce his dan- 
gerous claim to the poflfeflion or fovereignty 
of Colchos and its dependent ftates. Rich in 
the accumulated treafures of the Eaft, he ex- 
torted from the Romans an annual payment of 
thirty thoufand pieces of gold ; and the 
finallnefs of the fum revealed the difgrace of 
a tribute in its naked deformity. In a previ- 
ous debate, the chariot of Sefoftris, and the 
wheel of fortime, were applied by one of the 
minifters of Juftinian, who obferved that the 
reduction of Antioch, and fome Syrian cities, 
had elevated beyond meafure the vain and 
ambitious fpirit of the Barbarian. '* You are 
*' miftaken," replied the modeft Perfian : 
" the king of kings, the lord of mankind, 
** looks down with contempt on fuch petty 
*' acquifitions ; and of the ten nations, van- 
** quiflied by his invincible arms, he efteems 
" the Romans as tiie leaft formidable (90).** 
Y 2 According 

(90) The negociations and trcatici between jHflinian and ChoC- 
roc« are copioufly explained by Procopius (Perfic. I. ii. c. lo. 13. a6, 
37, »8. Gothic. 1. ii. c. II. IjOi Agathias (1. iv. p. 14 1, i4»-)» 
andMeoaoder (in Excerpt. Legal, p. 132 — 147.)- Confult Earbey- , 
rac, Hift, dcs Ancicns Trait^s, torn. ii. p. 154. 181— 184. 193— 
200. 



iH THE DECLINE AND FAll 

According to the Orientals, the empire or 
Nufliirvan extended from Ferganah in Tran- 
foxiana, to Yemen or Arabia Fadix. He fub- 
dued the rebels of Hyrcania, reduced the pro- 
vinces of Carbul and Zableftan on the banks of 
the Indus, broke the power of the Euthalites, 
terminatedby an honourable treaty the Turkifh 
war, and admitted the daughter of the great 
khan into the number of his lawful wives. 
Victorious and-refpefted among the princes of 
Afia, he gave audience, in his palace of Ma- 
dain, or Ctefiphon, to the ambaffadors of the 
world. Their gifts or tributes, arms, rich 

Garments, gems, flaves, or aromatics, were 
umbly prefented at the foot of his throne ; 
and he eondefcended to accept from the king 
of India, ten quintalsof the wood of aloes, a 
maid feven cubits in height, and a carpet foft- 
^ er than filk, the Ikin, as it was reported, of 
an extraordinary fcrpent (91)* 
Cdnqncfts Juftiniah had beeift reproached for his alli- 

6fthcAbyf- •' .iiT^i-.* ./.I « 

finians, aucc With the Ethiopians, as ir he attempted 
A;D. jaa. ^q introduce a people of lavage negroes into 
the fyftem of civilized fociety. But the 
friends of the Roman empire, the Axumites, 
or Abyffinians, may be always . difiinguiflied 
from the original natives of Africa ("92;. The 
hand of nature has flattened the iiofes of the 
negroes, covered their heads with fhaggy 
wool, and tinged their fkin with inherent and 
indelible blacknefs. But the olive com- 
plexion of the Abyfllnians, their hair, Ihape, 
and features, diftindJy. mark them as a colo- 
ny 

(91) D'Herbcldt, Bibliot. Orient, p. 680, 68u 194, 195* 
(97) Sec Buffon, Hift. Naturclle, torn. iii. p. 449. This Arab 
Citft of features and complexion, which hat continued 3400 year* 

(Ludolpb, 
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fiy of Arabs ; and this defcent is confirmed 
-bty the refemblance of language and man- 
ners, the report of an ancient emigration, 
and the narrow interval bejween the fliores of 
the Red Sea. Chriftianity had raifed that na- 
tion above the level of African barbarifm (93) : 
their intcrcourfe with Egypt, and the fuccet 
fors of Conftantijie (94), had communicated 
the rudiments of the arts and fciences j their 
veffels traded to the ille of Ceylon (95), and 
feven kingdoms obeyed the Negus or fupreme 
prince ot Abyflinia. The independence of 
the Homerites, who reigned in the rich and 
happy Arabia, was firft violated by an -Ethio- 
pian conqueror : he drew his hereditary 
claim from the queen of Sheba (96), and hi^ 
ambition was iandified by religious zeal. 
The Jews, powerful and active in exile, had 
feduced the mind of Dunaan, prince of the 
JJomerites. They urged him to retaliate the 

perfe, 

(X^udolph, Hid. et Comment, i^thioptc. i. i. c. 4.) 10 the colony 
of AbylTinia, will juftify the fafpicion, that race, as well as climate, 
muft have contr.buted to form the negroes of the adjacent and fimi- 
iar regions. 

(93) 'I'he Portugucfemiffionaries, Alvarez (Ramufio, torn, i, fol. 
ao4, fcA, »74. verf.). Bermudez (Purchas's Pilgrims, yol.ii. 1. v. cl 
7. p. 1149^1188.), Lpbe (Relation, &c. par M. le Qrand, with 
XV Diffcrtations, Paris, 17*8), and Tellez (Relations de Theve- 
not, part ivl), could only relate of raodcni AbyfTiiiia what they had 
feen or invented. The erudition of Ludolphus (Hift. ^thiopica, 
Fraiicofurt, 1681. Commeutarius, 169 1. Appendix, 1694), in 
twenty-five languages, could only add little concerning its ancient 
hiftory. Yet the fame of Caled, or £Uifthxus, the conqueror of 
Yemen, is celebrated in national fongs and legends. 

(94) The EegociatioDS of Juftinian with the Axumites, or i£thio- 
pians, ar(e recorded }iy Procopius (Ferfic.Ui. c, 19, 20.) and John 
Malala (torn. ii. p. 16;— 165. 193— 196.). The hiftorian of An** 
tioch quotes the original narrative of the AmbafTador Nonnofus, of 
which Photius (Bibliot. cod. iii. i has prelenred a curious extratft* 

(95) The trade of the Azumites to thecoaft of India and Africa^ 
and the ifle of Ceylon, is curiouily reprefeuted by Cofmas Indico* 
/pleufies (Topograph, Chriftiao. 1.' ii. 13a, 138, 139, 140. 1. xi. p, 

33^f 339 )• 

(96) Ludolph, Hifl. et Comment, ^thiop. 1. ii. c. 3, 
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pcrfecution infilled by the Imperial laws on 
their unfortunate brethren : fome Roman 
merchants were injurioufly treated ; and fe- 
vcral Chriftians of Ncgra (97) were honour- 
ed with the crown of martyrdom (98). The 
churches of Arabia implored the protection 
of the Abyffinian monarch. The Negus pat 
fed the Red Sea with a fleet and army, de- 
prived the Jewilh profelyte of his kingdom 
and life, and extinguiflicd a race of princes, 
who had ruled above two thoufand years the 
fequcftered region of myrrh and frankincenfe. 
The conqueror immediately announced the 
vi<9:ory of the gofpcl, requefted an orthodox 
patriarch, and fo warmly profefled his friend- 
fliip to the Roman empire, that Juftinian was 
flattered by the hope -of diverting the filk- 
trade through the channel of Abyflinia, and 
of exciting the forces of Arabia againft the 
Their aUi- perfian king. Nonnofus, defcended from a 
Juftinian! ^^^^Y ^f ambafladors, was named by the em- 
A. D.^33. peror to execute this important commiflion. 
He wifely decHned the fliorter, but more dan- 
gerous, road through the fandy deferts of 
Nubia ; afcended the Nile, embarked on the 
Red Sea, and fafely landed at the African 
port of Adulis. From Adulis to the royal 
city of Axume is no more than fifty leagues^ 

in 

(97) The city of Ncgra, or Keg'ran, in Yemen, is furroundcd 
ivith palm trees, and ftands in the high-ioad between Saana the ca- 
pital, and ^iecca; from the former ten, from the latter twenty 
days journey of a caravan ef camels (Abulfeda, Defcript. Aiabiur, 

p. 5a.)- 

(98) The martyrdom of St. Arethas, prince of Negra, and his 
three hundred and forty companions, is embelliihed in the legends of 
Metaf hraftes and Nicephorvs Cailiftns, copied by BaroniusiA. D. 
522. No. 22 — 66, A. D. 543. No. i6— 29.), and refuted with ob- 
f».ure di]ig:ence, by Bafnage (Hif>. des Juifs, torn. xii. 1. viii. c. ii. p. 
333—:A^')> who inveftigates the ftate of the Jews in Arabia ajid 
Ethiopia, ' 
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5n a direft line ; but the winding paffes of th« 
mountains detained the ambauador fifteen 
days ; and as he traverfed the forefts, he faw^ 
and vaguely computed, about five thoufand 
wild elephants. The capital, according to his 
report, was large and populous ; and the viU 
lag^ of Axume is ftill confpieuous by the regal 
coronations, by the i^uins of a ChriftiAil tem- 
ple, and by fixteen or feventeen obeliiks in* 
fcribed with Grecian charafters (99). But th^ 
Negus gave audience in the open field, feated 
on a lofty chariot, which was drawn by four 
elephants fuperbly caparifoned, and furrourid- 
ed by his nobles and muficians. He was clad 
in a linen garment and cap, holdittg in his 
hand two javelins ancl a light fhield ; arid, al-^ 
though his nakedncfs was imperfe<My covef^ 
ed, he difplayed the Barbaric pomp of gbid 
chains, collars, and bracelets, richly aldorned 
with pearls and predous ftones. The ambaf- 
fador of Juftinian knelt ; the Negus railed 
him from the ground, embraced Nonnofus, 
kiffed the feal, perufed the letter; accepted 
the Roman alliance, and, brandkhing his 
weapons, denounced implacable war againft 
the worfliippers of fire. But the propofal of 
the filk-trade was eluded ; and notwithftand^ 
ing the affurances, ajid perhaps the wilhes, of 
the Abyflinians, thefe hoftile menaces evapo- 
rated without effect. The Homerites Were 
unwilling to abandon their aromatic groves, 
to explore a fandy defert, and to encounter, 

after 

(99) Alvarc (in Ramufio, torn. i. fol. 419 vcrf. aai ▼erf.) fawthc 
flourifliiDg (late of Axume id the year 1520 — luog« molto buono c 
grande. It was ruined in the fame centuiy by the Turklfli invafion, 
No more than one hundred houfes remain ; but the memory of its 
paift greatflefs is preferved by the regal coronation (Ludolph, Hift, et 
Conuhent.l. 11. c. Ii.). 
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after all their fatigues, a formidable nation 
from whom they had never received any per- 
fonal injuries. Inftead of enlarging his con- 
queftS) the king of j£thiopia was incapable of 
defending his poffeflions. Abrahah, the flave 
of a Roman merchant of Adulis, aflumed 
the fceptre of the Homerites ; the troops of 
Africa were feduced by the luxury of the cli- 
mate; and Juftinian folicited the friendfhip 
of the ufurper, who honoured, with a flight 
tribute, the fupremacy of his prince. After 
a long feries of profperity, the power of 
Abrahah was overthrown before the gates of 
Mecca ; his children were defpoiled by the 
Perfian conqueror ; and the Ethiopians were 
finaUy expelled from the continent of Afia. 
This narrative of obfcure and remote events 
is not foreign to the decline and fall of the 
Roman empire. If a Chriftian power had 
been maintained in Arabia, Mahomet muft 
have been cruflied in his cradle, and Abyflinia 
would have prevented a revolution which has 
changed the civil and religious ftate of the 
world(ioo). 

(loo) The revolutions of Yemen in the Cxth century muft be col- 
leded from Procop!Ui(Pcrfic. Li. c. 19, ao.), Theophanes Byzant. 
(apnd Fhot. cod. Ixiii. p. 80.), St. Theophanes (in Chronograph, p, 
Z44, 145. 188, 189. ao6, 307. who is full of ftrange blunders), Po^ 
cock (Specimen Hift. Arab. p« 6a. 6$.), D'Herbelot (Bibliot. Orien- 
tale, p. 12. 477,)t ^^mI Sale's Preliminary Difcourfe and Koran (c, 
X05.)* The revolt of Abrahah is mentioned by Procopius ; and hi^ 
fall, though clouded with miracles, is an hiflorical fad. 
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CHAP, XLIIL 



Rebellions of Africa. — Rejioration of the Gothic 
Kingdom by Totila. — Lofs and Recovery of 
Rome. — Final Conqueji of Italy by Narfes.''^ 
Extin^ion of the OJirogoths. — Defeat of the 
Franks and Alemanni. — Lq/i Vi^ory^ Dif 
gracCj and Death of Belifarius. — Death and 
CharaSler of Ju/iinian. — Cornet^ Earthquakes'^ 
and Plague. 



rinHE review of the nations from the Dsu 
X nube to the Nile has expofed on every 
fide the weakneis of the Romans ; and our 
wonder is realbn'ably excited that they ihould 
prefume to enlarge an empire, whofe ancient 
limits they were incapable of defending. But 
the wars, the conquefts, and the triumphs of 
Juftinian, are the feeble and pernicious ef- 
forts of old age, which exhauft the remdns 
of flxength, and accelerate the decay of the 
powers of life. He exulted in the glorious 
a<a of reftoring Africa and Italy to the repub- 
lie ; but the calamities which followed the 
departure of Belifarius betrayed the impo- 
tence of the conqueror, and accomplifhed the 
ruin of thofe unfortunate countries. 

From his new acquifitions, Juftinian ex-Thctnm- 
pefted that his avarice, as well as pride, ^^^^'^ 
ihould be richly gratified. A rapacious mi- a^. 

niflcr «5-i45- 
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nifter of the finances dofely purfued the foot^ 
fieps of Belifarius ; and as the old regifiers of 
tribute had been burnt by the Vandals, he in- 
dulged his fancy in a liberal calculation and 
arbitrary affeflinent of the wealth of Africa 
(i). The encreafe of taxes, which were 
drawn away by a diftant fovereign, and a ge- 
neral refumption of the patrimony or crown 
lands, foon difpelled the intoxication of the 
public joy : but the emperor was infenfible to 
the modeft complaints of the people, till he 
was awakenfed and alarmed by the damoura 
of military difcontents. Many of the Roman 
foldiers had married the widows and daugh-. 
tcrs of the Vandals. As their own, by the 
double right of conqueft and inheritance, 
they claimed the eftates which Genferic had 
afligned to his viftorious troops. They heard 
with difdain the cold and felfifh reprefenta- 
tions of their officers, tliat the liberality of 
Jaftinian had raifed them from a fevage or 
fervile condition ; that they Vers already 
enriched by the fpoils of Africa, the treafure, 
the Haves, and the moveables of the van-* 
quifhed Barb^ians ; and that th^ ancient and 
lawful patrimony of the emperors would be 
applied only to the ftrpport of that govern- 
ment oii which thdr own fafety and reward 
muft ultimatdy depend. The mutiny was 
fecretly inflamed by a thoufapd foldiers, for 

thq 

f i) For the trotrMn of Africa, I nekhcr have nor deCrc snothec 
l^ide than Pt'ocopius, whofe eye contemplated the image, and 
whofe ear colle^ed the reports, of the memorable events of hU 
owir times. In the fecoml book of fhe VandaUc war he relates the 
rcYoIt of Stozas (c. 14 — 24 ) the return of BclHariua (c. 15. )• ^^^ 
Ti^dry of Oermantfs (c. 16, 17, 18.', the fecood adminiftration of 
Solomon (c. 19, 20, ai/). the govenmvem of Sergius(c. i*, aj.), 
of AreobinJus (c. 24.), the tyranny and death of Gontharis (c. 25, 
2^, «7, 18.) ; uor can I difcero any fymptonu of flattery or maleyu* 
' knee in hU various portrait^. 
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the moft part Henili, who had imbibed the 
do<5lrines, and were inftigated by the cler- 
gy, of the Arian feft; and the caufc of 
perjury and rebellion was fanftified by the 
difpenfing powers of fanaticifm. The Arians 
deplored the ruin of their church, triumphant 
above a century in Africa ; and they were 
juftly provoked by the laws of the conquer- 
or, which interdicted the baptifm of their 
children and the exercife of all religious 
worfliip. Of the Vandals chofen by Belifari- 
us, the far greater part, in the honours of the 
Eaftern fervice, forgot their country and reli- 
gion. But a generous band of four hundred 
obliged the mariners, when they were in fight 
of tne ifle of Lefbos, to alter their courfe : 
they touched on Peloponnefus, ran afliore on 
a defert coaft of Africa, and boldly erefted, 
on mount Aurafius, the ftandard of indepen- 
dence and revolt. While the troops of the 
province difclaimed the commands of their 
fuperiors, a confpiracy was formed at Car- 
thage againft the life of Solomon, who filled 
with honour the place of Belifarius ; and the 
Arians had pioufly refcdved to facrifice the 
tyrant at the foot of the altar, during the ^ 

awful myfteries of the feftival of Eaften 
Fear or remorfe reftrained the daggers of the 
aflaflins, but the patience of Solomon emboU 
dened their difcontent ; and at the end of 
ten days, a furious fedition was kindled in the 
Circus, which defolated Africa above ten 
years. The pillage of the city, and the in- 
difcriminate flaughter of its inhabitants, were 
fufpended only by darknefs^, fleep, and in- 
toxication : the governor, with feven com- 
panions, among whom was the hrftorian Pro^ 

copius. 
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copius, efcaped to Sicily : two thirds of the 
army were involved in the guilt of treafon j 
and eight thou&nd i^furgents, aflbmbling in 
the field of Bulla, elefted Stoza for their 
chief, a private foldier, who poffeffed in a 
fuperior degree the virtues of a rebeh Under 
the maik of freedom, his eloquence could 
lead, or at leaft impel, the paffions of his 
equals. He raifed himfelf to a level with Be- 
lifarius, and the nephew of the emperor, by 
daring to encounter them in the field ; and 
the viftorious generals were compelled to acr 
knowledge, that Stoza deferved a purer caufe 
and a more legitimate command. Vanquilh- 
ed in battle, he dextroufly employed the arts 
of negociatiop ; a Rpman army was feducecj 
from their allegiance, and the chiefs who 
had trufted to his faithlefs promife were mur- 
dered by his order in a church of Numidia. 
When every refource, either of force or per- 
fidy, was exhaufte^? Stoza, with fome de- 
fperate Vandals, retired to the wilds of Mau^ 
ritania, obtained the daughter of a Barbarian 
prince, and eluded the purfuit pf his enemies, 
by the report of his death. Tiae perfonal 
weight of Belifarius, the rank^ the fi^rit, and 
the temper of Germanus, the emperor's ne- 
phew, and the vigour and fuccefs of the fe- 
cond adminiftration of the eunuch Solomon, 
reftored the modefty of the camp, and main- 
tained for a while the tranquillity of Africa. 
But the vices of the Byzantine court were felt 
in that diftant province : the troops complain- 
ed that they were neither paid nor relievedjj 
and as foon as the public difof ders were fuf- 
ficiently mature, Stoza was again alive, in 
arms, and at the gates of Carthage. He fell 
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in a fingle combat, but he fmiled in the ago- 
nies of death, when he was informed that his 
own javelin had reached the heart of his an- 
tagonift. The example of Stoza, and the af- 
furance that a fortunate foldier had been the 
firft king, encouraged the ambition of Gon- 
tharis, and he promifed, by a private treaty, 
to divide Africa with the Moors, if, with 
their dangerous aid, he Ihould afcend the 
throne of Carthage. The feeble Areobindus, 
unfkilled in the affairs of peace and war, 
was raifed, by his marriage with the niece of 
Juftinian, to the office of Exarch. He was 
fuddenly oppreffed by a fedition of the guards, 
and his abjeft fupplications, which provoked 
the contempt, could not move the pity of 
the inexorable tyrant. After a reign of thir- 
ty days, Gontharis himfelf was ftabbed at a 
banquet by the hand of Artaban ; and it is 
Angular enough, that an Armenian prince, of 
the royal femily of Arfaces, fhould re-efta- 
blifh at Carthage the authority of the Roman 
empire. In the confpiracy which unftieathed 
the dagger of Brutus againft the life of Caefar, 
every circumftance is curious and important 
to the eyes of pofterity : but the guilt or me- 
rit of thefe loyal or rebellious ailaffins could 
intereft only the contemporaries of Procopius, 
who, by their hopes and fears, their friend- 
fliip or refentment, were pcrfonally engaged 
in the revolutions of Africa (2). 

The country was rapidly finking into the RcbeUion 
ftate of barbarifm, from whence it had been «f the 

raifed ^n. 

' • • 543—55^- 

{%) Yetlmuft Dot refufe him the merit of painting, in lively- co- 
lours, the murder of Gontharis. One of the aiTaflins uttered a fen- 
timent not unworthy of a Roman patriot : •* If I fail," faid Artafires, 
" in the firft ftroke, kill me on the fpot, left the rack ihould ex* 
" t©rt a difcovcry of my accomplices." 
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raifed by the Phoenician colonies and Roman 
laws : and every ftep of inteftine difcord was 
marked by fome deplorable viftory of favage 
man over civilized fociety. ITie Moors (3), 
though ignorant of juftice, were impatient 
of oppremon : their vagrant life and bonnd- 
lefs wildernefs difappomted the arms, and 
eluded the chains, of a conqueror ; and ex- 
perience had fliewn, that neither oaths nor 
obligations could fecure the fidelity of their 
attachment. The viftory of mount Auras 
had awed them into momentary fubmifiion ; 
but if they refpecled the charafter of Solo- 
mon, they hated and deQ>ifed the pride and 
luxury of his two nephews, Cyrus and Ser- 
gius, on whom their uncle had imprudently 
beftowed the provincial governments of Tri- 
poll and Pentapolis. A Mooriih tribe en- 
camped under the walls of Leptis, to renew 
their alliance, and receive from the governor 
the cuftomary gifts. Fourfcore of their de- 
puties were introduced as friends into the 
city ; but on the dark fufpicion of a con^n- 
racy, they were maffacred at the table of Ser- 
gius ; and the clamour of arms and revenge 
was re-echoed through the vallies of mount 
Atlas, from both the Syrtes to the Atlantic 
ocean. A perfonal injury, the unjufl execu- 
tion or murder of his brother, rendered An- 
talas the enemy of the Romans* The defeat 
of the Vandals had formerly fignalized his va- 
lour ; the rudiments of juftice and prudence 
were ftill more confpicuous in a Moor ; and 

while 



(3) The Mooriih wars are occafionally introduced into the narrative 
of Proc«piu« (Vandal. I, ii. c. 19 — 23. »5. a/, 28. Gothic. 1. iv, c, 
17.) ; and Theophane* adds fome profperous and adverfe events in 
the laft years of J uftinian. 
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tvhile he laid Adrumetum in aflies, he calmly 
admoniflied the emperor that the peace of 
Africa might be fecured by the recall of Solo- 
mon and his unworthy nephews. The exarch 
led forth his troops from Carthage : but, at 
the diftance of fix days journey, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Tebefte (4), he was aftonilhed 
by the fuperior numbers and fierce afpeft of 
the Barbarians. He propofed a treaty ; foli- 
cited a reconciliation ; and offered to bind 
himfelf by the moft folemn oaths. " By what 
*^ oaths can he bind himfelf ?*' interrupted 
the indignant Moors, " Will he fwear by the 
*' gofpels, the divine books of the Chriftians ? 
** It was on thofe books that the faith of his 
*^ nq)hew Sergius was pledged to eighty of 
" our innoceijt and unfortunate brethren. 
*' Before we truft them a fecond time, let us 
*^ try their efficacy in the chaftifement of per- 
** jury and the vindication of their own ho- 
*' nour." Their honour was vindicated in the 
field of Tebefte, by the death of Solomon, 
and the total lofe of his army. The arrival of 
freifa troops ^nd more Ikilful commanders, 
foon checked the infolence of the Moors ; 
feventeen of their princes were flain in the 
fame battle ; and the doubtful and tranfient 
fubmiifijon of their tribes was celebrated with 
lavifh applaufe by the people of Conftantino- 

ple. 

(4) Now *ril)elli, in th£ kingdom of Algiers. It is watered by a 
river, theSujerafs, which falls into the Mejcrda (Bagradui).' Tibefli 
is ftili remarkshle for its walls of laree ftones (like the Coiifeum of 
Rome), a fountain, and a grove of walnuf-trecs ; the country is 
fruitful, and the neighbouring Bcrcberes are warlike. It appears 
from an iiifcription, thatj under the reign of Adrian, the road from 
Carthage to Tebefte was conftrudedby the third legion (Marmoi, 
Defcription dc I'Afriquc, torn. ii. p. 44a» 443. Shaw's Travels, p. 
64, 65, 66.). 
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pie. Succeffivc inroaxls had reduced the pro- 
vince of Africa to one third of the meafure 
of Italy ; yet the Roman emperors continued 
to reign above a century over Carthage, and 
the fruitful coaft of the Mediterranean. But 
the viftories and the loffes of Juftinian were 
alike pernicious to mankind ; and fuch was 
the defolation of Africa, that in nfiany parts 
a ftranger might wander whole days without 
meeting with the face either of a friend or an 
enemy. The nation of the Vandals had dif- 
appeared : they once amounted ti||^ an hun- 
dred and fixty thoufand warriors7 without 
including the children, thQ women, or the 
flaves. Their numbers were infinitely fur- 
paffed by the number of the Moorifh families 
extirpated in a relentlefs war ; and the fame 
deftruftion was retaliated on the Romans and 
their allies, who perilhed by the dimate, 
their mutual quarrels, and the rage of the 
Barbarians. When Procopius firfl landed, he 
admired the populoufnefs of the cities and 
country, ftrenuoufly exercifed in the labours 
of commerce and agriculture. In lefs than 
twenty years, that bufy fcene was converted 
into a filent folitude ; the wealthy citizens 
efcaped to Sicily and Conflantinople ; and 
the fecret hiftorian has confidently affirmed, 
that five millions of Africans were confumed 
by the wars and government of the emperor 
Juftinian (5). 
^rooths 'T^^ jealoufy of the Byzantine court had 
A. D. 540. not permitted Belifarius to atchieve the con- 
queft of Italy : and his abrupt departure re- 
vived 

(5) Procophts, Anecdote c. i?. The feriesof the African hift*ry 
atuils this melancholy truth* 
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yived the coura|^e of the Goths (6), who te- 
nded his genius, his virtue, and even the 
laudable motive which had urged the iervant 
of Juftinian to deceive and rejeft them. 
They had loft their king (an inconfiderable 
lofs), their capital, their treafures, the pro- 
vinces frftm Sicily to the Alps, and the mili* 
tary force of two hundred thouiand Barba- 
rians, magnificently equipjped with horfes and 
armsr* Yet aft was not loft, as long as Pavia 
was defeilded by ooe thoufand Goths, in- 
laired by a fenfe of honour, the love, pf free- 
^lom^ and the memory of their paft greatnels* 
The ftipreme command was unanimoufly of- 
fered to the brave Uraias i and it was in hb 
eyes alone that the di%race of his uncle Vi- . 
tiges cQuld appear as ^ reafon of excluiion. 
•His voice inclined the ele^on in. favour dc^ 
Hildibald, whofe parfpual merit was recom* 
mended by the vain hope that his kinfman 
Theud^, the Spanifh monarch, would fup- 
port. th^ Common intjereft of the Gothic na- 
tian. Tlie fuccels of his arms in Liguria and 
Vcnetia feemed to juftify their choice ; but he 
fooh declared to th^ world, that he was inca- 
pable, of iforgiving or commanding his bene- 
iaApr^ Th^ confort of Hildibald was deeply 
wounded by the beauty, the riches, and the 
pride o£ the wife of Uraias ; and the death 
of that virtuous patriot excited the indigna- 
tion of a free people. A bold aflaflin execut- 
VoL. Vn, Z ed 

(6) iQthefccond (c. 30.) and third books (c. l— 40.)> Procopiui 
continues the hiftory of the Gothic war from the fifth to the fifteenth 
year of TnftintaD, As the events arelefs intereftiug than in the for- 
mer period, he allots only half the fpace to double the time. Jor** - 
nandes, and the Chronicle of Marcellinus, afford fome collatMtd 
hints. Sigouius, Pagi^ Mtiratoriy.Mafcoo, and Dc Buat, arc ufefuly 
and have been ufed. 



338 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

id thdr i^ntence, by ftiildng dflf the head of 
Hildib^ in the midft of a l>an(|uet r the Ru- 
gianS) a foreign tribes aflumed the pFtvik|;e 
Of elc6tion ; and Totila, the nephew of the' 
htt king, was tttQifited, by rei^nge, to deli* 
ver himfdf and the garrifon of Tyevigo iilto 
the hands of die Romans. But the gaUant 
and accompliihed youth wad eafily perfuad- 
ed to preter the Gothic throne before the 
fervice of Juftinian j and as foon a9 the palace 
of Pivia had been purified from the Rugian 
ilifurper, he reviewed the national force of 
five thouiand foldiers, and eeneroufiy u^der* 
took the reftoration of the Idngdom ot Italy. 
Viaorietof The Ibcceflbrs of Beliiariuis, deven general 
lff^{^''^o(eqvi^ ranlc, negleaed to cruih the feeble 
''a.d! and di&nited Goths, tiU they were roufed 
j^4i-j44i to aaion by the progreiS of Totila and the 
reproaches of Jui^ian. The gates of V«rona 
^ere fecretly opened t^ Artab^zUs, at the head 
of one hundred Berfians In the fervke ci the 
empire. The Goths fled from the city. At the 
diftance of fixty furlongs the Roman generals 
halted to regulate the divifion of thefpoil. 
While they dlfputed, the enemy difcovered the 
real number of the viftors : the Perfians were 
inftantly oveipowercd, and it was by leaping 
from the wall that Artab^zus preferred a life 
•which he loft in a few days by' the lance of 
a Barbarian, wha bad defied him to &igte 
combat. Twenty thousand Romans ehtonn* 
tered the forces of Totila, near Faenza, and 
on the hills of Mugello, of the Florentine ter- 
ritory. The ardour of freemen, who fought 
to regain their country, was oppofed to the 
languid temper of mercenary t;roop3, who 
were even deftitute of the merits of ftronr 

and 
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and trell-difciplined femtude. On the firft 
attack they abandoned their enfigns, threw 
down their arms, and dilperfed on all fides 
with an adive Q)eed, which abated the lofi, 
wlulft it aggravated the fhame, of their de- 
feat. The Mng of the Goths, who bluflied 
JFdr the bafenels of his enemies, purfued with 
rapid fteps the path of honour and vidory. 
Totila pafied the Po, traverfed the Apennine, 
fiiQ)ended the important conqueft of Ravenna, 
Florence, and Rome, and marched through 
the heart of Italy, to fortn the fiege, or rather 
the Uockade, of Naples. The Roman chiefs, 
iinprifoned in their refpeftive cities, and accu- 
fing each other of the common di%race, did 
not prefbme to difturb his enterprife. But 
the empftror, alarmed by the diftrefs and dan- 
ger of his Italian conquefts, di^atched to the 
rdief of Naples a ftjet of gallies and a body of 
Thracito and Armenian foldiers. They land- 
cd in g&cily, which yielded its copious ftores of 
provifions ; but the delays of the new com- 
mander, an unwarfike magiftrate, protraft- 
c^ the fufferings of the befieged j and the fuc- 
cours, which he dropt with a timid and tardy 
hand, were fticceffively intercepted by the 
ai^med veflfels ftationed by Totila in the bay of 
Na|d(BS. The principal officer of the Romans 
WAS dragged, with a rope round his neck, to 
the foot of the wall, nrom whence, with a 
tremblingvoice, he exhorted the citizens toixtu 
plore, like himfelf, the mercy of the conque- 
ror,. Tliey requefled a truce, with a promife 
offurrenderingthe city, if noeffeftual relief 
Ihould appear at the end of thirty days. In- 
flesd cf (me month, the audacious Barbarian 
Z 2 granted 
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granted them three^ in the juft confidence thaS 
Kimine would anticipate the term of their ca- 
pitulation. After the reduction of Naples and 
Cumae, the provinces of Lucania, Apiilia, and 
Calabria^ fubmitted tp tfie king of the Goths. 
Totila led his army to the gates of Rome, 
pitched his camp at Tibur, or Tivoli, within 
twenty miles of the capital, and calmly ex- 
horted the fenate and people to qompare^ the 
tyranny of the Greeks with the bleifiijg^ of the 
Gothic reign. . f : » 

Contraft of The rapid fuccefs of Totila may be partly 
Ticc and afcribed to the revolution which three years 
experience had prod\iced in - the fendments of 
the Italians. At the. command, or ^t leaft 
in the name, of, a Catholic , empearpr,^ the. 
pope (7), their fpiritual father, had been torn 
from the Roman church, and cither ftarved or 
murdered on a defoiate ifland(8)* The vir- 
tues of Bdifarius were replaced by the van^ous 
or uniform vices of eleven chiefs, .at Rqirc, 
Ravenna^. Florence, Pefiigia, Spoleto, . .&c. 
who abufcd their authority for the ihdu^i]ii:e 
of luli or avarice. Thpimproveni^tt pf-'the 
revenue was committed to Alexander,-^ fubtle 
fcribe, long praflifed in the fraud and. oppref- 
fion of the Byzantine ichools ; and whofe 
name of Pfallidign^^ . th^/fiffhrs (9),^ was diuwn 

, -from 

(7) Syjvcrius^ bifliopof Rsotne, was firft tranfportcd to Patara, in 
Lycia, and at length {larvcd--(fttb cornm cuftodii media confeiftus) 
iijthc iflebfPaljnaria, A, D; 538. jqne xo (Libt^t. in JSreviar. c. 
2zl Anaftafius, in Sylvefio. J5^5pniu», A. D. 540, Np. *i'3. Pagi, 
in Vit-. Hoflt. torn. i. p. Z85, 286;). Procopius (Atiecdot. c. i.)* ac- 
cufes only the emprefs and Antoiijua; 

(8) Palmaria, a fmall ifland, ojpf ofitc to Terracina and the ^paft of 
the Volfci (Cluvur. Ital. Antixj. 1. iii, c. 7. p. 1014.]!. 

(9) As the Logothete Ale^ndcr^ : and nioft of his ctvil.and[^pii)i)tary 
colleagues, were either difgraced or defpifed, the ink of the Anec- 
dete«-(-c. 4»S' ^^' ** fcarcely blacker than that of the 'Gothic Hiflory 
{I, iii. c. I. 3, 4. 9. ao, ai, &c.). 
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from the dextrous artifice with which he rcr 
duced the fize, without defacing the figure, 
■of the gojd coin. Inftead of expeftingthie 
creftoration of peace and induftry, he impofed 
^n heavy afleflment on the fortunes' of the Ita- 
4ians. Yet his prejfent or future demands were 
-lefs odious than a profecution of arbitrary ri- 
gour againft the perfons and property of aH 
thofe, who, under the Gothic kin^s, had 
been concerned in the receipt and expenditure 
of the public money. The fubjefts of Juftinf- 
an, who efcaped thefe partial vexations, were 
opprefled by the yregular maintenance of the 
foldiers, whom Alexander defrauded and de- 
fpifed ; and their hafty faiMes in <|ueft of 
^wealth, or fubfiftence, provoked the inhabi- 
tants of the country to await or implore their 
^ieliyer^nce from the virtues of ^ Barbarian. 
.TotiU{io) was chafie and temperate ; and 
none were deceived, eitherfriends or enemies, 
who dqieihded on his faith or his clemency;. 
To the nu£b$ihdmen of Italy the Ootliic king 
iflued a wdcbmeprodamation^ enjoining them 
topurfue their important labours, arid to refl 
^iSured, that, on the payment of the ordinary 
taxes, they fliould be defended by his valour 
and difcipUne from the injuries of wax*. The 
ftrong towns he fiiodelfively attacked; -arid as 
foon as they had yidded tb his arms, he de- 
moliflied the fortifications ; to fave the pieo- 
ple from the calamities of a future fiege, to 
deprive the Romans of the arts of defence, 
and to dedde the tedious quarrel of the two 
^ ' • nations. 



^|o)|Procopiu8 (I. ill. c« a. 8^ &c.) does ample and -willing juillce to 
the merit of Totila, The' Roman hiftorians, from Sallufl and Tacitus^ 
were happy to forget the vices of their countrymen in the contem^ 
j)lation of Barbaric virtue, - : 
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nations, by an equal and honourable confii^S: 
in the field of battle. The Roman captives 
and deferter$ were tempted to enlift in the 
fervice of a lib^al and courteous adver£ury ; 
the (laves were attrjiftcd by the firm and faith- 
ful promife, that they fliould never be deli- 
ver^ to their mafters ; and from the thou* 
land warriors of Pavia, a new people, under 
the fame appellation of Qoths, was infenfiUy 
formed in the camp of Totila, He finoerely 
accompliihed the articles of capitulation, with- 
out feeking or accepting any &[ufter advantage 
froip ambiguous expreflions or unfOTeieen 
events : the garrifon of Naples had ftipulated, 
that tliey jbould be tranfported by fe^ ; the 
obftinacy of the winds prevented their voyage, 
but they were generoufly fupplied with hor» 
fes, provifions, andaijife'Condudtothegates 
pf^ Rome« The wives qf th^ jfenators, who 
had been fiirprifed in the villas of Campania, 
were refiored, without a ranfom, ip their 
huftands; theviolationof female c^fiity was 
inexorably chaftifed wit3» death ; and, in the 
falutar^ regulation of the diet of the famiiObed 
Neapditans, the conqueror afiiimcd the office 
of an humane and attentive ph3rficiaiii. The 
virtues of Totila are equally laud^le, whether 
they proceeded firoifi true policy, rdigious 
principle, or the infiind of humanity : he of- 
ten harangued his troops ; and it was faiscpn- 
ftant theme, that national vice and ruin are 
infeparably cpnpefted ; that viftory is the 
fruit of moral as weU as military virtue ; and 
that the prince, and even the people, are ret 
ponfible for the crimes which they negleA to 
punifli. 

• The 
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The return of Bdi&rius to fave the country second 
which he had fubducd, was preffed with equal ^rM^fwi. 
vehemence by his friends ;^nd enemies j andusiniuiy. 
the Gothic war was impofed as a truft or an ^^L.^Jz. 
exile on the veteran commander* An hero on 
the banl^ of the Euphrates, a flave in the pa- 
lace of Coaftantinopk, he accepted, with rer 
luifiance, the painnil talk of fupporting his 
cwn reputation, and retrieving tne faults pf 
hisfucdeffors. Thefeawasopto ltd the Ro- 
mans : the fhips and foldiers were afiemUed at 
Salona, luear the palace of Diocletian ; he re- 
£neflied and reviewed his troqp at Pola in If* 
tria, coafied round the head of the Hadriatic^ 
entered ^e port of Ravenna, and di^atched 
prders, rather than fupplies, to the fubordir 
nate cities. His firft puUic oration was ad- 
dre£kd to the Gqths and Romans, in the 
name of t^e csnperor, who had fufpended for 
a while the conqueft of Perfia, and liftened to 
tlie prayers of his Italian iEubje&s, He gently 
touched on the csmfes and the authors of the 
recent diiafiers ; firiving (q remove the fear 
of puniihment for the pafi, and tbjBt hcqpe of 
impunity ior the future, and labouring, vnih 
more zeal than fucci^s, to unit$ all thp inem^ 
bers of his government in a firm league of kfr 
fedion and obedyience. Jufiinisin, his ^adous 
mafcer, was inclined to pardon and reward ; 
and it was theif intereft, as well as duty, to 
rcdaim their deluded brethren, who had been 
Reduced by the arts q£ the ufurpen Not a man 
yn& tempted to defert the ftandard of the Go- 
thic king, Belifariu^foondifcovered, that he 
was fent to remain the idle and impotent fpec- 
tator of the glory of a young Barbarian j and 
£is own epiftie qsfhibits a genuine and lively 

' pifturc 
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pifture of the diftreis of a noble mind. ** Moft 
** excellent prince, we are arrived in Italy, 
^^ defiitute of all the neceflary implements of 
^^ war, men, horfes, arms, and money. In 
" our late circuit through the. villages of 
*' Thrace and Illyricum, we have coUe^led, 
" with extreme difficulty, about four thou-^ 
'^ fand recruits, naked, and unfldUed in the 
^' ufe of weapons and the exercifes of the 
*' camp. The foldiers already ftationed in the 
** province are difcoritented, fearful,. and dif« 
*' mayed ; at the found of an enemy, they 
*' difmife their horfes, and caft their arms on 
" the ground. No taxes can be raifed, -fince 
^' Italy is in the hands of the Barbarians : the 
*.' failure of payment has deprived us of the 
** right of command, or even of admonition. 
*^ Beaffured, dread Ar^ that the greater part 
" of your troops have already deferted to the 
^^ Goths. If the war could be atchieved by 
'' the prefence of Belifarius alone, your wifh- 
^f ^ are £itisfied ; Beli&rius b in the midft of 
"Italy. But if you defire to conquer, far 
** other prq)arations are requifite; without a 
*f military force, the title of general is an 
** empty name. It would be expedient 
♦5 to rcftore tO: my fervice my ovra veterans 
" and domeftic guards. Before I can take the 
" fedd, I muft receive an adequate fiipply of 
** light and heavy armed troops ; and it is on- 
** ly with ready money that you can procure 
*^ the indifpen£kble aid of a power&l body of 
♦' the cavalry of the Huns ( 1 1).'* An officer 

in 

(I i) ProQopiuSy 1. iii, c, ift. The foul of an hero is dcGplj im- 
pr^ed on the letter ; nor can we confoan4 'fuch gecuine and 
original a^ vrlth the elaborate and' often empty speeches of the By<« 
JVAutine hUloriaos. 
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in whom BeUforius confided was fent from 
Ravenna to haften and conduct the fuccours ; 
but the mefiage was negleded, and the mef- 
fcnger was detained at Conftantinbple by an 
advantageous marriage. After his patience 
had been exhaufied by delay and diiappoint- 
ment, the Roman general repalTed the Hadri- 
atic, and expected at Dyrrachium the arrival 
of the troops, which were flowly- affembled 
among the fubjefks and allies of the empire. 
His powers were ftill inadequate to the delive* 
ranee of Rome, which was dofely befieged by 
the Gothic king. The Appian way, a march 
of forty days, was covered by the Barbarians ; 
and as the prudence of Beliiarius declined a 
battle, he preferred the fafe and fpeedy navi* 
gation of five days from the coaft of Epirus to 
the mouth of the Tyber. 

After reducing by force, or treaty, the Rome be- 
towns of inferior note ip the midland provin-^^sj^^ 
ces of Italy, Totila proceeded, not to affault,A!D. 54^, 
but to encompafe and ftarve the ancient capi-^^^r- 
tal. Rome was afflifted by the avarice, and 
guarded by the valour, of Befias, a veteran 
chief of Gothic extraAion, who fiilled, with 
agarrifon of threethoufand foldiers, the fpa- 
cious circle of her venerable walls. From the 
diftrefe of the people he extrafted a profitable 
trade, and fecretly rejoiced in the continuance 
of the fiege. It was for his ufe that the gra- 
naries had been replenifhed : the charity of 
pope Vigilius had purchafed and embarked an 
ample fupply of Sicilian corn; but the veffds 
which ejfcaped the Barbarians were feized 
by a rapacious governor, wh6 imparted a 
fcanty fuftenance to the fddiers, and fold the 
iremainder to the wealthy Romans. The me- 
i ^ dimnus 
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dimnuf or fifth part of tlie quarter of wbeat, 
was exchanged for fevtn pieon of gold; fifty 
pieces were given for an ox, a rare and acciden- 
tal prize ; theprogreis of fiunine enhanced this 
exorbitant value, and .the mercenaries were 
tempted to deprive themfidves of the allowance 
which was fcarcdy fufficient for the fuppprt of 
life. A tafidefi and unwholefome fnixture, in 
which the bran thrice exceeded the quantity of 
flour, appeafed the hunger of the poor ; they 
were gradually reduced to fioed on dead horfes, 
dogs, cats, and mice, and eagerly to imXcii 
the graft, and eveifi the nettles which grew 
among the ruins of the city. A crowd of 
ipedres, pale and emaciated^ their bodies op-r 
prefled with difeafe, and their minds with 
defpair, fiirrqunded the palace of the ffover-r 
nor, urged, with unavailing truth* that it 
was the duty q£ a mafier to maintain his ilaves, 
and huinbly requeued, that he would provide 
for their flibfiftence, permit their' flight, or 
command their immediate execution. B^^ 
replied, with unfeeling tranquillity^ that it: 
was impoffibk to feed, unfafe to diflniis, and 
unlawful to kill, the fvbjc&s of the emperor. 
Yet the examjple of a private citizen might 
have fliewn his countrymen that a tyrant can- 
not withhold the privilege of death. Pierced 
by the cries of five children, who vainly called 
on their father for bread, he orciered them to 
follow his ftc^s, advanced with calm and & 
lent ddpdr±o one of the bridges of tlie Tyber, 
and, covering his face^ threw himfelf head* 
long into the fiream, intheprefence of his&- 
mily and the Roman people. To the rich and 
pulillanimous, Befias (112) fold the permiffion 

of 

. (la) The avarice of Beflas Is not difTembled l>7 Procopins (I. iif . 
c. 1 7, ae.). He eipiated the lefs of Rome by the glorious conqucft of 

Patraea 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 347 

of dqp^uture; butthegreateft part, of the fu« 
gitive$ expired on the public hifhiKrws, or 
were i|itericeptedby>t|ie flying parties or Bar- 
barians* In the mean while, the ardEul go- 
vernor Ibothed the dtfiiontent, and revived 
the hopes, of the Ron>ans, by the vague re* 
ports of the fleets and armies which were haft* 
ening to their reHef from the extremities of 
the £aft« They derived more rational com- 
fort from the sUfiirance that Beiifluius had 
landed at the port; and, without numbering 
his forces, they firmly relied oh the humam- 
ty, the courage, and the fkifl ctf their gr^t 
delivero!'* ^- "'*->' ' 

Thefprefight of Totila had rajfed oWh|des Atg^g^ 
worthy of fuch an antagoniiiL IS^inety fur- 
longs below the dty, in the nanK>weft part of 
the river, he jfnned the two banks bv flrong 
and foUd timbers in the form of a bridge ; on 
which he ereded two lofty towels, manned 
by the brayeft of h^s 0cws, and profufeljr 
flored witli |n|ffile weapons and engines <^ ou 
fence. The approach of the bridge and tow- 
ers was covered bv a ffarong and mafly chain of 
iron : and the diain, at either end, on the 
pppoute fides of the Tyber, was defended by a 
jiuiperQUS and chofen detaduacAt of archers. 
But the enterprife of forcing theft barriers^ 
and relieving the capital, dSpbijn a fliining 
example of ttieboldneis and copdhid of Beh« 
iarius. His cavalry acbanced £-om the port 
along the public road, to awe the motions, 
and difiraft the atteiuion, of the enemy. His 

in£mtry 

Patr9a(Goth. 1. iv.c. ii.): but tli^ fiiyie 'Vifiyi ^^wirf UmlQpp 
the Tyber to the Phafis (c. 13.) ; and the hiftorian is c^niJlY Uufi tp 
(he merits and defed« of hi* chandler. Tht ehtftifcBtefit Wlikh ditt 
author of the romauce otS^iftin hat iofliAcd 00 iIm «ffrtS«f •£ 
Rome, It more Agreeable to jnftict thai^ to hiftory, 
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infantry and provifions were diftributed in two 
hundred large boats ; and each boat was 
fhielded by an high rampart of thick planks^ 
pierced with many fmaU holes for the difcharge 
of mifiile weapons. In the front, two large 
veflels were linked togetner to fuftain ^ float- 
ing cafile, which commanded the towers of 
the bridge, and contained a magazine of fire, 
fulphur, and bitumen. The whole fleet, which 
the general led in perlbn, was laborioufly 
moved againft the current of the river. The 
chain yielded to their weight, and the enemies 
who guarded the banks were either flsun or 
fcattered. As foon as they touched the prin?. 
cipal barrier, the fire-fliip was inftantly grap- 
pled to the bridge ; one of the towers, with 
two hundred Goths, was. confumed by the 
flames ; the afiailants fliouted viftory ; and 
Rome *ras faved, if the wifdom of Belifarius 
had not been defeated by the mifconduA of 
his officer Sp ,,He had preVioufly fent ord^s to 
JBeilas t^.fecond hi^ operations by a timely fally 
irom the. town;, and he had flxed his Ueute- 
■^^ant, Ifaac, by a peremptory command, to 
the ftation of the port. But avarice rendered 
Befls^immoy^l^ ; while the youthful ardour 
of liaac delivered him into the hands of a fu- 
peripr tnemy. The exaggerated rumour of 
4iis defeat washaiUly earned to the ears of Be- 
lifarius ;:.]iet ^paufed ; betrayed in that fingte 
mpm^t of. .his .life fbme emotions of furprife 
and perpleocity ; and reluftantly founded a re- 
treat torfay^ his wife Antonina, his treafures, 
■and thiP only harbour which he poffefled on 
the Tufcan coaft. The vexation of his mind 
producedan ardent and almoft mortal fever "^j 
^d Roftie, wa§ left ijritliaut protedion to the 
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mercy or indignation of Totila. The conti- 
nuance of hoftifities had embittered the nati-* 
onal hatred : the Arian clergy was ignomi* 
nioufly driven from Rome ; Pelagius, the 
ardideacon, returned without fucce& from an 
embafly to the Gothic camp ; and a Sicilian 
biihop, the envoy or nuncio of the pope, was 
deprived of both his hands, for daring to utter 
falfehoods in the fervice of the church and 

Famine had relaxed the ftrength and difci-Romctakea 
pline of the garrifon of Rome. They could cloths, 
derive no eflFeftual, fervice from a dying peo-A.D. 546, 
pie ; and the inhuman avarice of the merchant ^^* '^' 
at length abforbed the vigilance of the gover- 
nor. ' Four Ifaurian centinds, while their 
companions flep^, ax^d their officers were ab- 
jfetM:, ddTcended by a rope from the wall, and 
ftcre^y propofed to the Gothic king to intro- 
duce his troops into the city. The oflFer was 
entertained with colcjnefs and fufpidon ; they 
returned in Mety ; they twice repeated their 
vifit ; the place was twice examined ; the con- 
ij^rapy was known and difregarded ; and no 
fooner had Totila confented to the attempt, 
than they unbarred the Afinariari gate, and 
gave admittance to the Goths. Till the dawn^ 
of day, they halted in order of battle, appre- 
henfive of treachery or ambufli^^but the 
troops of Beffas, with their leader, had al- 
ready efcaped ; and when the king was preffed^ 
to difturb their retreat, he prudently replied, 
that no fight could be more grateful than that 
of a flying enemy. The patricians, who 
were ftUl poffeffed of horfes, JDecius^ Bafilius, 
&c, accompanied the governor j their bre- 
thren, among whom Olybrius, Orcftes, and 

Max- 
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^ MatimuS) are named by the hiftorim, todk 
refuge in the church of St, Peter : but the af- 
fertion^ that only five htindred perfofis re- 
mained in the capital, ini^res ibme doubt of 
the fidelity dther of his narratire or of his 
text. Ai foon a$ day-light had diffdayed the 
entire viftory of the Goths, their monarch 
devoutly vifited the tomb of the prince of the 
2poMcsi but lidiile he prayed at the altar, 
twenty-five foldiers, and fixty citizens, '^cre 
put to the fword in the vdHbule of the temple. 
The archdeacoii Pelagius (13) ftood before 
him with the goQ>els in his hand. '^ O Lo^, 
** be merciful to your fervant.'* " Pela^us,'* 
feid Totila; with an ihfulting finile, " your 
** pride now eondefceiidi to become a fuj^li- 
^ ant/' *< I tfm a fuppHant," replied the 
prudent archdeacon ; " God ha^ now made 
** us yotir fubjefts ; and, asyourfixbjcft*^ 'We 
•* are entitled to your clemency/' At hii 
humble prayer, the Uves of the Romand "W^erfe 
ipared ; and the chafHty of the maids and ma^ 
trons was preferved inviolate from the paffi- 
ons of the hungry foldiers. But they were 
rewarded by the freedom of pillage^ aftdrthe 
mofl precious ^oils had been referved for the 
royal treafury. The houfes of the fenatorft 
were plentifully ftored ^th gold and filver ; 
and the avarice of Befias had laboured with fo 
much guilt and fhame for the benefit of the 
a>nqueron In this revolution, the fons and 

daughters 

{13) 0ariii|the Isfig etrlc, and zhti (hft death of Vi|pliii«« the 
RoBuoi charch was cporemcd, at firft by the archdeacon, and at 
lA^th, (A, D. 5^0 D5rthl pope l^felagfui, wh6 Mraa AOt thbiighc 
fBUd^ofthtlhfl'erlbgtofhiapredeteifor. See the 6t^$i livei 
of the popes under the name of Anailafiuf(Muratori, Script. Rer* 
ItaUearum, torn. iii. P. i. p 150, 131.), who relacet IWcral enrio&t 
iBcSdema of the iieges of Rome and the wars of Italy. 
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daughters of Rotnan confuls tailed the mifety 
which they had i^urned or reeved, wander- 
ed in tattered garments through the ftreets of 
the dty, and begged their bread, perhaps 
without fucceisi, before the gates of their here« 
ditslry manlions. The riches of RufUdana^ 
the daughter of Symmachus and widow of 
Bbethius, had been generoufly devoted to 
aKeriate the calaniities of famine. But the 
Barbarians were exa^rated by the rqport, 
that file had prompted the people to overthrow 
the fiatues of the great ThecKloric ; and the 
life of that venerable matron would have been 
£tcrificed to his memory, if Totila had not 
TeQ>eded her birth, her virtues, and even the 
pious motive of her revenge. The next day 
he pronounced two oraticms, to congratulate 
and admoniih his vidorious Goths, and to re- 
proach the fenate, asthevileft of flaves, with 
ihdr perjury, folly, and ingratitude; fternly 
declaring, that their efiates and honours were 
jufily fcnrfeited to the companions of his arms. 
Yet heconfented to for^ve thdr revolt, and 
the fenators repaid his demency by difpatching 
drcukr letters to their tenants and vaflals in 
the provinces of Italy, ftriftly to enjoin them 
to defert the fiandard of the Greeks, to culti- 
vate their Iknds in pea<x, and to learn from 
their mailers the duty of obedience to a Go- 
thic foverdgn. Againft the dty which had 
fo long ddayed the courfc of his viftories he 
appeared inexorable ; one-third of the walls^ 
In diferent .parts, were demofilhed by his com- 
mand ; fire and engines prepared to confume 
or fubvert the moft ftatdy works of antiqui- 
ty ; and the world was aftoniihed by the fsttal 
decree, that Rome ihould be dianged into a 

pafiure 
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pafbire for cattle. Th^ firm and temperate 
remonf^rance of 3elifarius fufppiided the exe- 
cution; he. warned the Barbarian not to fully 
his fame by the deftruftion of thofe monu*^ 
ments which were the glory of the dead, and 
the delight of the living ; , and Tptila was per- 
(uaded, by the advice of an ei^my, to pre^ 
ferve Roixie as the ornament of his langdom, 
or the faireft pledge of peace and reconciliati- 
on. When he had fignified to the ambaiiadors 
of Beliiarius, his^intentiott offparfngthe city^ 
he ftatipned a0 army at the .4i%nce of one 
hundred and.;twenty furlongs, .to obferve the 
motions of the; Roman gieneraL . With the re- 
mainder of his forces, he niarched into Luca^ 
nia and Apulia, and occui»ied on the fummit 
of mount Gar^nus (i4ionpof the canaps of 
Hannibal (15)* The fenatqr^ lyefe dragged 19 
his train, and afterwards confined in th^; for- 
treffes of Campania : the citizens, with their 
wives and children, were -difperfed in exile ; 
and during forty days Rome was ab^doned 
. to defolate and dreary fplitude (16). _ y.[\i.\' 
Recovered The lofs of • Romc was fpe^dily .retrieved by 
by Bciifkri. an aftion, . to which, according to the event, 
A. D. 547, '-/ .-. •!<; -the 

February. , ':. ^ 

( 14) MoQnt CafgdoQd, flow Mome St< Aflgelo,' int At^J^n^gm 
of Naples, runs tbree hundred ftadia ' into the Adriatic r<;a.(Strah. 
1. vi. p. 436,), and Ip the darker ages was illilftratcd by the app;^nt?- 
«n, miracles, and (^hurch^ of St Michaettbe archangei. Horace, * 
native of Apulia or JLucania, had feen theelm^ and oaks of Garganu» 
labouring and bellowing with the nofth wind that blew On tbat lofty 
coafk (Carm. ii. 9 .• £pift.ii.i. 20ii). 

(is) I 'canno^ afcertain thisparticular campi of Hannibal ;> but (he 
Punic quartewwcrc long and often in fh<i neiglihourhood of Arpi (T. 
JLiv. xziK9.ia^ziiy.\3, Ac). * ' r; "^ 

(j6) Totila-;-R«m^m ipgreditur— ac evertit murps domoa .ali- 
quantas igni (fofnburens, ac oibnes Romanorufti res in prsedart* >acce^ 
pit, hos ipfi^ Romao9$ in Campaniam captives abduxit. Po^ f uam 
dcvaftationem, xl aut ampHus dies^ Roma fuit ita defolau, ut nemo 
ibihomihum, nift [nulla ?) bcfti:r miorarentur (Marcellin, in Chroa, 
P- 54.). . 
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the public opinion would apply the names of 
rafhnefs or heroifm. After the departure of 
Totila, the Rom^n general fallied from the 
port at the head of athou£md horfe, cut in 
pieces the enemy who oppofed his progrels^ 
and vifited with pity and reverence the vacant 
i^ace of the eternal city. Refolved to maintain 
a fiation io confpicuous in the eyes of mankind, 
he fummoned the greateft part of his troops 
to the ftandard wmch he erefted on the Capi- 
tol : the old inhabitants were recalled by the 
love of their country and the hopes of food ; 
and the keys of Rome were fent, a fecond 
time, to the emperor Juftinian, The 
walls, as hx as they had been dembliihed 
by the Goths, were repaired with rude 
and diifimilar materials ; the ditch was 
reftored; iron fpikes (17) were profufely 
fcattered in the highways to annoy the 
feet of the horfes ; and as new gates could 
not fuddenly be procured, the entrance was 
guarded by a Spartan rampart of his braveft 
foldiers. At the expiration of twenty-five 
days, Totila returned by hafty marches from 
Apulia, to avenge the injury and difgrace. 
Belifarius expe<^ed his approach. The Goths 
were thrice r^pulfed in three general aflaults ; 
they loft the flower of their troops ; the royal 
ftandard had almoft fallen into the hands of 
the enemy, and the fame of Totila funk, as it 
had rifen, with the fortune of bis arms. 
Whatever fkill and courage could atchieve, 
V0L.VIL A a had 

(17) The trihuR are fmall engines with four fpilet, one fixed in 
thegronnd» the three others ere A or advcrfe (Procopins, Gothic. 1. 
lit. c. »4. Juft. Lipfius, Poliorcetw, 1. v. c. 3.). The metaphor 
was borrowed from the tribuli {hnd-cMltr^s), an herb with a prickly 
fruit, common in Italy (Martin^ ad Virgih Georgic. i. 153. vol. ii* 
p. 33.). 
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iiad been performed by the Roman general : 
it remained only, that Juftinian ihould termi- 
nate, by a flrong and feafonable effort, the 
War which he had ambitioufly undertaken. 
The indolence, perhaps the impotence, of a 
prince who dcfpiied his enemies, and envied 
nis fervants, proti^ed the calamities of Ita« 
iy. After a long filence, BeHfarius was com- 
manded to leave a fufficient garrifon at Rome,, 
and to traniport himfelf into the province of 
Lucania, whofe inhabitants, inflamed by Ca- 
tholic zeal, had caft away the yoke of their 
Arian conquerors. In this ignoble warfare, 
the hero, invincible againft the power of the 
Barbarians^ was bafely vanquifhed by the de- 
lay, the difobedience, and the cowardice of 
his own officers. He repofed in his winter 
quartets of Crotona, in full affurance, that 
the two paffes of. the Lucanian hills were 
guardM by his cavalry. , They were betrayed 
by treachery or weaknefs ; and the rapid 
iparch of the Goths fcarcely allowed time for 
the efcape of Beli&rius to the coaft of Sicily. 
At length a fleet and army were affembledfor 
the relief of Rufcianum, or Roffiuio 08), a 
fortr^fs fixty furlongs from the rulfts of Syba- 
ris, where the nobles of Lucania had taken 
refiige. In the firft attempt, the Roman for- 
ees ^ere diflipated by a florm. tn the feccnid 
they approached the fhore ; but they faw the 
hills covered with archers, the lam&ng place 
defended by a line of fpeats, and the king of 
the Goths impatient for battle. The conque- 
ror 



( 1 8) Rufcia, the r ovale ThuriTum, was transferred to tlie diftance 
of fixty fladia. to RvfchianHin, RoiTano, an archbBhopric without 
fuifragans. The republic of Sybarls is now the eftate of the duke of 
Corigliano (Rieddrcf, Travels iii to Magna Orxciaand Sicily, p. i66 

— 171.). 
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ror of Italy retired with a figh, and continu- 
ed to languifh, inglorious and inaAive, tiU 
Antonina, who had been fent to Conftantino- 
pie to. foUcit fuccours, obtained, after the 
death of theemprefs, the permiffion of his re- 
turn. 

The five laft campaigns of Belifarius might Final recai 
abate the envy of his competitors, whofe eyes ^^ ^i»fa". 
had been dazzled and wounded by the blaze a! d. c4S, 
of his former glory, Inftead of delivering septcmicr. 
Italy from the Goths ; he had wandered like a 
fugitive along the coaft, without daring to 
march into the country, or to accept the bold 
and rq)i9ated challenge of Totila. Yet in the 
judgme^tofthe few who could difcriminate 
eounfels from events, and compare <he inftru- 
ments with the execution, he appeared a more 
conlununate matter of the art of war, than 
in the feafon of his profperity, when he pre- 
fented two captive kings before the throne of 
Juitinian. The valour of Belifarius was not 
chilled by age ; his prudence was matured by 
esperience, but the moral virtues of humani- 
ty and juftice feem to have yielded to the hard 
neceffity of the times. The parfimony or po- 
verty of the emperor compelled him to devi- 
ate from the rule of conduft which had de- 
ferved the love and confidence of the Italians. 
The war was maintained by the oppreflion of 
Ravenna, Sicily, and all the faithful fubjefts 
of the empire ; and the rigorous profecution 
of Herodian provoked that injured or guilt;^ 
officer to deliver Spoleto into the hands of the 
enemy. .The avarice of Antonina, which 
had been fometimes diverted by love, now 
reigned without a rival in her breaft. . Belifa- 
rius himfelf had always underilood, that rich- 
A a 2 cs. 
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es^ in a corrupt age, are the fiippott and or^ 
nament of perfonal merit. And it cannot be 
prefiimed tnat he Ihould fiain his honour for 
the public fervice, without applying apart of 
the fpoii to his private emolument* The hero 
bad efcaped the (word of the Barbarians, but 
the dagger of confpiracy (19) awaited his re- 
turn, m the midft of wealth and honours, 
Artaban, who had chaftifed the African ty« 
rant, complained of the ingratitude of courts. 
He afpired to Frageda, the emperor's niece, 
who wilhed to reward her deliverer ; but the 
impediment of his previous marriage was a£- 
ferted by the piety of Theodora. The«pride of 
royal defcent was irritated by flattery ; and 
the fervice in which he gloried, had prov* 
ed him capable of bold and fanguina- 
ry deeds. The death of Juftinian was re« 
iblved, but theconfpirators delayed the exe« 
cution tiU they could furprife Belifarius dif« 
armed, and naked, in the palace of Confian* 
tinople. Not a hope could be entertained of 
ihaking his long-tried fidelity ; and they jufUy 
dreaded the revenge, or rather juftice, of the 
veteran general^ who might feeedily aflemble 
an army in Thrace to punifli tne aflaflins, and 
l^erhaps to enjoy the fruits of their crime. 
Delay afforded time for raih communications 
and honeft confeflions : Artaban and his ac- 
complices were condemned by the fenate, but 
the extreme clemency of Juftinian detained 
them in the gentle confinement of the palace, 
till he pardoned their flagitious attempt againft 

his 



(19) Thb confpiracy If related by Procopint (Gothic. 1. iii. c. 31, 
\32.) with foch freedom and candour, that the liberty of the Anec- 
dotes gives him nothing to add. 
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his throne and fife. If the emperor for^ve 
his enemies^ he m\ift cordially embrace a friend 
whofe viftories were alone remembered, and 
who was endeared to his prince by the recent 
drcumftance of their common danger. Beli- 
larius repofed from his toils, in the high fta-> 
tion of general of the Eafl and count of tne do- 
meitics ; and the older confuls and patricians 
reQ)e6tfully yielded the precedency of rank to 
the peerle& merit of the firfl of the Romans 
(20). The firfl of the Romans fHll fubmitted 
to be the flave of his wife j but the fervitude 
of habit and afiedion became lefs difgraceful 
when the death of Theodora had removed the 
baler influence of fear. Joannina their daugh* 
ter, and the fole heirefs of their fortunes, was 
betrothed to Anaftaiius the grandfbn, or rather 
the nephew, Qftheempre(s(2i), whofe kind 
hiterpofition forwarded the confummation of 
their youthful loves. But the power of Theo- 
dora ejq)ired, the parents of Joannina return- 
ed, and her honour, perhaps her happinefsy 
were iacrificed to the revenge of an unfeeling 
mother^ who diflolved the imperfeft nuptials 

before 



(to) The honourt of Bdifarmi are riadly commemorated hy his 
fiecretary (Procop, Goth. 1. Hi. c. 35. I. iv. c. 11.). The title of 
ST^rii7«cM iUtranflated, atleaft in this inftance, by ^raefedtus prc^ 
torio ; and to a military charader» magifter militum is more proper 
and applicable (Ducange, GlolC, Grxc. p. 145^* I459-)* 

(11) Alemanous (ad Hift. Arcanam, p. 68.), Ducange (Familias 
B|3panc. p. q8.), and Heineccius (Hi(i« Juris Civilis P. 434 )» idl 
three reprefent Anadaiius as the fon of the daughter of Theodora ; 
and their opinion firmly repofes on the unambiguous teftimony of 
Procopius (Anecdot. c. 4, ^.—^arfi^^ twice repeated). And yet 
I will remark, i. That, in the year 547, Theodora could fcarcely 
have a grandfon of the age of puberty ; %. That we are toully igno- 
rant of this daughter and her hufband ; and, 3. That Theodora con- 
cealed her baflards, and that her grandlbn hj JnSaimn would have 
been heir-apparent of the empire. 
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before they had been ratified by the ceremonies 
of the church (22). 
Romeagaia Before the departure of BeUlarius, Perufia 
o^j^,^^^®was befieged, and few cities were impregnable 
A.D. 549. to the Gothic arms. Ravenna, Ancona, and 
Grotona, ftiU refifted the Barbarians; and 
when Totila aiked in marriage one of the 
daughters of France, he was ftung by the juft 
reproach that the king of Italy was unwoilhy 
of his title till it was acknowledged by the Ro- 
man people. Three thoufand of the bravdft 
foldiers had been left to defend the capital. On 
the fufpicion of a monopoly, they maf^cred 
the governor, and announced to Juftinian, by 
a deputation of the clergy, that unle& their 
offence was pardoned, and their arrears were 
fatisfied, they ihould inftantly accept the 
tempting offers of Totila. But the officer who 
fucceededto the command (his name was Dio- 
genes) deferved their efleem and confidence ; 
and the Goths, inftead of finding an eafy con- 
quefl, encountered a vigorous refiflance from 
the foldiers and peojAe, who patiently endur- 
ed the lofs of the port, and of all maritime 
fupplies. The fiege of Rome would perhaps 
have been raifed, if the liberality of Totila to 
the Ifaurians had not encouraged fome of their 
venal countrymen to copy the example of trea- 
fon. In a dark night, while the Gothic trum- 
pets founded on another fide, they filently 

opened 

(la) The nuAfrmfxarn, or fins, of the hero in Italy and after hit re- 
turn, are manifcllcd a7rapttxaXyirT«?, and moft probably (welled, by 
the author of the Anecdotes (c. 4, 5.). The defigns of Antonina 
were favoured by the fliiftuatingjurifpnidence of Juftinian. On the 
law <jf marriage and divorce, that emperor was trocho verfatilior 
(Heiiieccius, Element. Juria Civil, ad Ordincm Pandeft. P. iv. 
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qpened the gate of St. Paul : the Barbarians 
ruihed into the city ; and the flying- garrifon 
was intercepted before they could reach the 
harbour of Centumcelke. A foldier trained 
in the fchool of Belilarius, Paul of Cilicia, re^ 
tired with four hundred men to the mole oi 
Hadrian. They repelled the Goths ; but they 
felt the approach of famine ; and their aver- 
fion to the tafte of horfe-flefh confirmed their 
refolution to rilk the event of a defperate and 
decifive ially. But their fpirit infeiifibly (loop- 
ed to the offers of capitulation : they retrieved 
their arrears of pay, and preferved their arms 
andhorfes, by enhfting in the fervice of Toti^ 
la J their chiefs, who pleaded a laudably at^ 
tachment to their wives and children in the 
Eaft, were diimifled with honour ; and above 
four hundred enemies, who had taken refuge 
in the fiinftuaries, were fiived by the clemeney 
of the vifton He no longer entertained a 
wifli of deftroying t^e edifices of Rome (23) 
which he now refpefted as the feat of the Go*- 
thic kingdom : the fenatc and people were ref- 
tored to their country ; the means of fubfit 
tence were liberally provided ; and Tptila, in 
the robe of peace, exhibited the equeftrian 
games of the circus. Whiift he amufed the 
eyes of the multitude, four hundred veffels 
were prepared for the embarkation of his 
troops. The cities of Rhegium and Taren- 
tum were reduced : he paffed into Sicily, the 

objed 



(43) The Romans were ftill attached to the monuments of their 
aoceftors; and according to Procupius (Goth 1. iv. c.zi,), the gal- 
Jcy of i£neas, of a Unglt-rank of oars, 25 feet in bread'h,. ^c in 
length, was prelcrved entire in the navaliaf near Monte reflacco, 
at the foot of the Aventine (Nardini, Roma Aatica, 1. vii. c. 9. p. 
466. Donatus, RomaAntiqua, Uiv.c, ii.p. 334.)« ^^^ all anti- 
quity is ignorant of this relic. 
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objeft of his implacable refentment ; and the 
ifland was ftripped of it^ gold and fflver, of the 
fruits of the earth, and of an infinite number 
of horfes, fheep, and oxen. Sardinia and 
Corfica obeyed the fortune of Italy ; and the 
fea-coaft of Greece was vifited by a fleet of 
three hundred gallies (24). The Goths were 
landed in Corcyra and the ancient continent of 
Epirus; they advanced as far as Nicopolis, the 
trophy of Auguftus, and Dodona(25), once 
famous by the oracle of Jove. In every ftep 
of his viftories, the wife Barbarian repeated to 
Juftinian his defire of peace, applauded the 
concord of their predeceflbrs, and offered to 
employ the Gothic arms in the fervice of the 
empre. 
Pfq»rati- Juflinian was deaf to the voice of peace ; but 
nuInfOTAc'^^ neglcfted the profecution-of war ; and the 
Pothicwar, indolence of his temper difappointed in fome 
C4^5}i. degree the obftinacy of his paflions. From 
this falutary flumber the emperor was awaken- 
ed by the Pope Vigilius and the patrician Ce- 
thegus, who appeared before his throne, and 
adjured him, in the name of God and the peo- 
ple, to refume the conqueft and deliverance of 
Italy. In the choice of the generals, ca- 
price, as well as judgment, was fliewn. A 
fleet and army failed for the relief of Si- 
cily, under the cpnduft pf Libeyius; but 

his 

(34) In thefe Teas, Procopius fearchei- without fuccefs for the ifle 
of Calypfo. He was fliewn, at Phseacia or Corcyra, the petrified 
ihip of Ulyffes (Odyff. xiii. 163.) ; but he found it a recent fabric 
of many ftones, dedicated by a merchant to Jupiter Caflius (1. ir. c. 
22.). Buftathius had fuppofed it to be the fanciful likenefs of a 
jrock. 

(a5)M. d*Anville(Mcmoiresde TAcad. ton^.xxxii. P'5I3— <^8,) 
illnflratei the gulph of Ambracia ; but he cannot afccrtain the fitua- 
tion of Dodona. A country ip fight of Italy is lefs known tjian tk$ 
Wfldspf America. 
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his want of youth and experience were 
afterwards difcovered, and before he touched 
the fhores of the ifland he was overtaken by 
his fucceflbr. In the place of Liberius the con- 
fpirator Artaban was raifed from a priibn 
to military honours ; in the pious prefumption, 
that CTatitude would animate his valour and 
fortiry his allegiance. Belifarius repofed in 
the {hade of his laurels, but the command of 
the principal army was referved for Germa- 
nus (26), the emperor's nephew, whofe rank 
and merit had been long deprefied by the jea- 
loiify of the court. Theodora had injured 
him in the rights of a private citizen, the 
marriage of his children, and the teftament 
of his brother; and although his conduct 
was pure and blamelefs, Juuinian was dif- 
pleafed that he fhould be thought worthy of 
the confidence of the ni^contents. The life 
of Germaiius was a leflon of implicit obedi- 
ence : he nobly refufed to proftitute his name 
and charafter in the faftions of the circus : 
^ the gravity of his manners was tempered by 
innocent cheerfulnefs ; and his riches were 
lent without intefeft to indigent or deferv- 
ing friends. His valour had formerly tri- 
umphed over the Sdavonians of the Danube 
and the rebels of Africa : the firft report of 
his promotion revived the hopes of the Itali- 
ans ; and he was privately affured, that a 
crowd of Roman deferters would abandon, 
on his approach, the ftandard of Totila. His 
iecond marriage with Malafontha, the grand- 
daughter 

(26) Sec the ads of Gcrmanus in the public (Vandal. 1. ii. c, i6, 
17, 18. Goth. I. iif. c. 3?, 32.) and private hiflory(Anecdot. c. s*)t 
and thofe of his fon Juftin, in Agaihias (I, iv. p. 130, 131.). Not- 
withftanding au ambiguous cxprcflion of Jorn'andfs, fratri fuo, Ale- 
maDjiu$ has proved that he was the Con of the emperor's brother. 
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daughter of Theodoric, endeared Germanns 
to the Goths themfelves ; and they marched 
with rdu Aance againft the father of a royal 
infant, the laft oflFspring of the line of Amali 
(27). A fplendid allowance was afligiied by 
the emperor : the general contributecfhis pri- 
vate fortune ; his two fons were popular and 
aftive ; and he furpaffed, in the promptitude 
and fuccefs of his levies, the expectation of 
mankind. He was permitted to feleft fome 
jfi^uadrons of Thracian cavalry : the veterans, 
as well as the youth of Conftantinople and 
Europe, engaged their voluntary fervice ; and 
as far as the heart of Germany, his fame and 
liberality attracted the aid of the Barbarians* 
The Romans advanced to Sardica ; an army 
of Sdavonians fled before their march ; but 
within two days of their final departure, the 
defigns of Germanus were terminated by his 
malady and death. Yet the impulfe which he 
had given^o the Italian war ftill continued to 
aft with energy and effeft. The maritime 
towns, Ancona, Crotona, Centumcellae, re- 
fitted the aflaults of Totila. Sicily was reduc- 
ed by the zeal of Artaban, and the Gothic 
navy was defeated near the coaft of the Ha- 
driatic. The two fleets were almofl: equal, 
forty-feven to fifty gallies : the viftory was 
decided by the knowledge and dexterity of 
the Greeks ; but the ftiips were fo clofely 
grappled, that only twelve of the Goths efcap- 
ed from this unfortunate conflift. They af- 
fefted to depreciate an element in which they 
were unlkiUed, but their own experience 

confirmed 

(27)Conjun(fta Aoiciorum gens cum Amala ftirpc fpem adhuc 
utriufque generis promittit (Jorrandes, c. 60, p. 703.). He wrote 
at Ravenna before the death of lotila. 
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ccmfirmed the truth of a maxim, that the 
xnafter of the fea will always acquire the do- 
minion of the land (28). 

After the lofs of Germanus, the nations chandler 
were provoked to fmile, by the ftrange intd-*"^^'^??^- 
ligence, that the command of the Roman ar- eunuch 
mies was given to an eunuch. But the ^'^^^ 
eunuch Narfes (29) is ranked among the few ' *^^*' 
who have refcued that unhappy name from 
the contempt and hatred of mankind. A 
feeble diminutive body concealed the foul of 
a fiatefiEnan and a warrior. His youth had 
been employed 4n the management of the 
kx>m and diftaff, in the cares of the houihold, 
and the fervice of female luxury ; but while 
his hands were bufy, he fecretly exercifed the 
faculties of a vigorous and difcerning mind. 
Aftranger to me fchools and the camp, he 
ftudied in the palace to diffemble, to flatter, 
and to perfuade ; and as foon as he approach- 
ed the perfon of the emperor, Juftinian liften- 
ed with furprife and pleafure to the manly 
eounfels of his chamberlain and private trea- 
furer (30). The talents of Narfes were tried 
and improved in frequent embaffies j he led 

an 

(a8) The iiid book of Procopius is terminated by tht death of 
Ccrmanus ( Add, 1. iv.c. 23,24, 25, 26,). 

(29) Procopius relates the whole ferics of this fecond Gothic war 
and thcvidory of Narfes (l iv. c. 21. 26— 35,)' Afplendid fcene! 
Among the fix fubjc<fts of epic poetry which Taffo revolved in hi« 
tmnd, he hcfitated between theconquefts of Italy by Belifarius and 
by Narfes {Hayley's Works, vol. iv. p. 70.). 

(30) The country of Narfes is unknown, fince kq muft not be con- 
founded with the Perfarmenian. Procopius ftyles him (Goth. 1. ii. 
C. 13.) 0*<r*XiJt«> ;tp»)|i**T»y T«/uift?; Paul Warnefrid (1. ii. c. 3. p. 
776.), Chartularius : Marcellinus adds the name of Cubicularius. 
In an infcription on the Salarian bridge, he is entitled Ex-conful, 
£x-praepofitU8, Cubiculi Patricius (Mafcou, Hift.of the Germans, 1. 
xiii. c. 25.) • The law of Theodofius againft eunuchs was obfolctc 
or abolifted (Annotation xv.} ; but the foolifli prophecy of the Re- 
mans fubMedin full vigour ; Procop. 1. iv. c. 2lO« 
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an army into Italy^ acquired a pra6ical know« 
ledge of the war and the country, and pre- 
fumed to ftrive with the genius of Bdilariu^. 
Twelve years after his return, the eunuch 
was cho&n to atchieve the conqueft which 
had been left impcrfeft by the firft of the Ro- 
man generals. Inftead of being dazzled by 
^ vanity or emulation, he ferioufly declared, 
that unleis he were armed with an adequate 
force, he would never confent to rilk his 
own glory, and that of his fovereign. Jufti- 
nian granted to the favourite, what he might 
have denied to the hero : the Gothic war was 
rekindled from its aihes, and the preparations 
were not unworthy of the ancient majefty of 
the empire. The key of the public treafure 
was put into his hand, to colled: magazines, 
to levy foldiers, to purchafe arms and horfes, 
to difcharge the arrears of pay, and to tempt 
the fidelity of the fugitives and delcrters. 
The troops of Germanus were ftill in arms ; 
they halted at.Salona in the expeAation of a 
new leader ; and legions of fubjeAs and allies 
were created by the well-known liberality of 
the eunuch Narfes. The king of the Lom« 
bards (^i) fatisfied or furpaffed the obliga- 
tions of a treaty, by lending two thoufand 
two hu^Rdred of his braveft warriors, who 
were followed by three thoufand of thdr mar- 
tial attendants. Three thoufand Heruli fought 
on horfeback under Philemuth, their native 
chief; and the noble Aratus, who adopted 
the manners and difcipline of Rome, conduft- 

ed 

(3i)Paul Warnefrid, the Lombard, records with complacency 
thefaccour, fervice, and honourable difmiflion of hU countrymen — 
rcipublic^ Romanse advedus semulos adjutores fuerant (1. ii. c. I. p« 
774. edit. Grot,). ) am furprifcd that Alboiii, tjicir i?iarti»l kipg, 
did not lead his fiibjcdls in perfon. 
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ed a band of veterans of the £ame nation. 
Dagiftheus was rdeafed from prifon to com- 
mand the Huns ; and Kobad, the grandfoii 
and nephew of the great king, was confoicu** 
ous by the regal tiara at the head of his faith** 
ftil Perfians, who had devoted themfelves to 
the fortunes of their prince (32). Abfolute 
in the exerdie of his authority, more abfolute 
in the afieAion of his troops, Narfes led a nu* 
merous and gallant army from Philippopolis 
to Salona, from whence he coafted the eaftern 
fide of the Hadriatic as far as the confines of 
Italy. His progrefe was checked. The Eaft 
could not fiipply veflels capable of tranfport- 
ing fuch multitudes of men and horfes« The 
Franks, who^ in the general confufion, had 
ufurped the greater part of the Venetian pro- 
. vince, refufed a free paffiiTC to the friendi of 
the Lombards. The ftation of Verona was 
occupied by Teias, with the flower of jthe 
Gothic forces ; and that Ikilful commander 
had overfpread the adjacent country with the 
fall of woods and the inundation of waters 
(33). In this perplexity, an officer of expe- 
rience propofed a meafiire, fecure by the ap- 
pearance of rafhnels ; that the Roman army 
fhould cautioufly advance along the fea-fhore, 
while the fleet preceded their march, and fuc- 
ceffivdy caft a bridge of boats over the mouths 

of 

(31) He was, if not an impoftor, the fon of the btind Zaaiefl, 
faved bj compoflien, amledncated in the Byzantine court by the va* 
rioos methods of policy, pride, and generofity (Procop. Perfic, 1. i, 
c.a3.). 

(33) In the time of Augnftus, and in the middle ages, the whole 
waile from Aquileia to Ravenna was covered with woods, lakes, and 
morafies. Man has fabdued nature, and the land has been cultivated, 
fince the waters are confined and embanked. See the learned re> 
fearches of Muratori (Anttquiut. Italiae Medii i£vi, torn t. diflert. 
ni. p. 2S$f ^S4')f from Vitnivins, Scrabo, Herodiao, old charters, 
and local knowledge. 
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of the rivers, the Timavus, the Brenta, the 
Adige, and the Po, that fall into the Hadria- 
tic to the north of Ravenna. Nine days he 
rcpofed in the dty, coUefted the fragments of 
the Italian army, and marched towards Ri- 
mini to meet the defiance of an infulting 
enemy. 
Defcit tad The prudcnce of Narfes impelled him to 
dcatbof ipeedy and decifive action. His powers were 
A?D. 55a, the lail eflFort of the ftate : the coft of each 
Juij. day accumulated the enormous account ; and 
the nations, untrained to difcipline or fa- 
tigue, might be ralhly provoked to turn thdr 
arms againft each other, or againft their bene- 
faftor. The lame confiderations might have 
tenip€;red the ardour of Totila. But he was 
confcious, that the clergy and people of Italy 
afpired to a fecond revolution : he fdt or fn^ 
pe^ed the rapid progrefs of treafon, and he 
refolved to rifk the Gothic kingdom on: the 
chance of a day^ in which the valiant would 
be animated by inilant danger, and the difaf- 
fgcted might be awed by mutual ignorance. 
.In his march from Ravenna, the Roman ge- 
neral chaftifed the garrifon of Rimini, tra- 
y^ried-in a dire6t line the hills of Urbino, 
and re-entered the Flaminian way, nine miles 
beydnd the perforated rock, an obftade of art 
and jptature which might have flopped or re- 
tarded his progrefs (34). The Goths were 

affembled 

(34) The Flaminian way, as it is corre^ed from the hineraries, 
and the be (I modern maps, by d'i^nville (Analyfede Tlcalie, p. 147 
-^x6).)i may be thus ft'ated : Romc to Narni, 51 Roman miles;- 
.Tcroi, 57; Spolcto, 75; Foligno, 88; Nocera, 103; Cagli 149 ; 
Interciia, .157 ; F«flbmbrone, 160; Fano, 176; Peiaro, 184 ; Ri- 
mini, ao8-«about 189 Englilh miles. He takes no notice of the 
death of Totila ; but WclTcling (Itincrar. p. 614.) ^<^hanges, for 
the field of Taginas , the unknown appellation of Ptaruas^ eight miles 
from Noccra, 
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aflembled in the neighbourhood of Rome, 
they advanced without delay to feek a fupe- 
riof enemy, and the two armies approached 
each other at the diftance of one hundred fur« 
longs, between Tagina (35) and the fepul- 
chres of the Gauls (36). The haughty me£- 
lage of Narfes was an offer, not of peace, but 
of pardon. The anfwer of the Gothic king 
declared his refolution, to die or conquer. 
** What day," faid the meffenger, " will you 
*« fix for the combat ?** " The eighth day," 
replied Totila : but early the next morning he 
attempted to fiirprife a foe, fufpidous of de-^ 
ceit, and prepared for battle. Ten thoufand 
Heruli and Lombards, of approved valour 
and doubtful faith, were placed in the centre. 
Eadi of the wings was compofed of eight 
thouiand Romans ; the right was guarded by 
tne cavalry of the Huns, the left was covered 
by fifteen hundred cho&n horfe, defiined, ac- 
cording to the emergencies of adion, to fuf^ 
tain the retreat of their friends, or to encom- 
pafc the flank of the enemy. From this pro- 
per ftation at the head of the right wing, the 
eunuch rode along the line, exprefiing by his 
voice and countenance the aflurance of vido- 

ry; 

(35) Tagin£,^r rather Tadtos, is mentioned by Pliny ; but the 
bilhopric of that obfcure town, a mile from Gualdo, in the plain, was 
united, in the year 1007, with that of Nocera. The figna of an*' 
tiqnity are preferved in the local appellations, Foffatot the camp ; 
Capraia^ Caprea j Baftiay Bufta Gallorum. See Cluvcrius (Italia An- 
tiqua, 1. ii. c. 6. p. 615, 616, 617.), Lucas Holftenius (Annatat. ad 
Cluvcr. p. 85, 86.). Guazzefi (Differtat. p. 177—417. a profcffed en- 
quiry), and the maps of ihe ecdefiaftical date and the march of Aii- 
cona, by Le Maire and Magini. 

(36) The battle was fought in the year of Rome 458 » and the 
conful Decius, by devoting hia own life, affured the triumph of his 
country and his colleague Fabius (T. L.iv. x. 28,29.). Procopiui 
afcribes to Camillns the yidoty of the Bufia Gulicrum ; and his error 
is branded by CluYcrius with the national reproach of Grscot-ura 
tmgamenta* 
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ry ; exciting the folcBers of the emperdr to 
puniih the guilt and madnefs of a band of rob- 
bers ; and expofing to their view^ gold chains, 
collars, and bracelets, the rewards of miUtary 
virtue. From the event of a fingle combat; 
they drew an omen of fuccefs ; and they be- 
held with pleafure the courage of fifty ar- 
chers, who maintained a imall eminence 
againft three fucceflive attacks of the Gothic 
cavalry. At the diftance only of two bow- 
Ihots, the armies ipent the morning in dread- 
ful fufpenfe, and the Romans tsdted fome 
neceflary food, without unloofening the cui- 
rais from their breait, or the bndle front 
their horfbs. Narfes awaited the charge ; 
and it was delayed by Totila tiU he had re- 
ceived his lail fuccours of two thoufand Goths. 
While he confumed the hours in fruitleis 
treaty, the king exhibited in a narrow ^ace the 
ifarength and agility of a warrior. His armour 
was enchafed with gold ; his purple banner 
floated with the wind : he caft his lance into 
the air ; caught it with the right hand ; ihifted 
it to the left ; threw himfeff backwards ; re- 
covered his feat ; and managed a fiery fteed 
in all the paces and evolutions of the equefhian 
ichool. As foon as the fuccours had arrived, 
he retired to his tent, aflumed the drefs and 
arms of a private foldier, and gsivm the fign^. 
of battle. The firfl line of cavalry advanced 
with more courage than difcretion, and left 
behind them the infantry of the fecond line. 
They were foon engaged between the horns 
of a crefcent, into which the adverfe wings had 
been infenfibly curved, and were fainted from 
either fide" by the vollies of four thoufand 
archers. Their ardour, and even their dif- 

trefs. 
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trds, drove them forwards to a dofe and tm* 
equal coi^d^ in which they could only ufe 
their lances again!); an.enen[iy equally {killed it^ 
all the inftruxnents of war. A generous emur 
lation iofpired the Romans and their JBarbari* 
an allijes ; and Naries, who calmly viewed 
and direAed their eflForts, doubted to whom 
he ihould a^udge the prize of fuperior brave- 
ry. The Gothic cavalry was afionifhedand 
diford^red, prefled and brol^en ; and the line 
of infantry, inftead of prefenting their fpears^ 
or openiifg .their interval^, were tran>pled un«- 
der the feet of the flying horfc. Six thoufand 
of the Gptbfi were flaughtered, without mer- 
cy, in the field of Tagina. Their prince, 
with five attendants, was overtaken by Afbad, 
of the race of the Gepidae ; " Spare the king 
** of Italy," encd a loyal voice, and Aibad 
flruck his lance through thcbody of Totila. 
The blow was inftantly revenged by the faith- 
ful Goths ; they transported their dying mo- 
jparch feven miles beyond the fcene of his dif- 
£race ; • and his laft moments were not embit- 
tered by the prefence of an enemy. Compaf- 
fion afforded him the flielter of an obfcure 
tomb ; but the Romans were not fatisfied of 
their viftory, till they beheld the corpfe of the 
Gothic king. His hat, enriched with gem^, 
and his bloody robe, were prefented to Jnfti- 
nian by the mcffcngers of triumph (37). 

As foon as Narfes had paid his devotions to Conqucftof 
the Author of vidory, and the bleffed Virgin, SX.^^ 
his peculiar patronefs (38), he praifed, reward- 

VoL. VII. B b ed, 

(■37) Theophanes, Chron. p. 193. HIIL MIfccll. 1. *vi. p. 108. 

(3S) Evagri'is, 1. iv. c. 24- The inlj iration of the Virgin re* 
vealed to Narfes the daf, and the word, of battle (Paul Diacoii. U il. 
c. 3.p. 77<50- 
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ed, and dHmifled the Lombards. The villages 
had been reduced to afhes by thefe valiant &* 
Vages ; they ravifhed matrons and virgins on 
the altar ; their retreat was diligently watch* 
cd by a ftrong detachment of regular forcei*, 
lirhopi'eventeda repetition of the 1^ difordeils. 
The viftorious etintich purfued his march 
through Tufcany, accdpted the fubmiflion of 
the Goths, heard the acclamations, and often 
the complaints, of the Italians, and encom- 
paffed the wsdls of Rome with the remaiiidef 
of his formidable hoft. Round the wide 
circumference, Narfesaffigriedtohimfelf, and 
to each of his lieutenants, a teal or a fdgned 
attack, while he filently marked the place of 
cafy Jind unguarded entrance. Neither the 
fortifications of Hadrian's mole, nor of the 
port, could long delay the progrefi of the 
conqueror ; and Juftinian once more reteived 
the keys of Rome, which, under his reign, 
had been ^v^ times taken and recovered (39). 
But the deliverance of Rome was the laft cala- 
mity of the Roman people. The Batbarian 
allies of Narfes too frequently confounded the 
privileges of peace and war .: the deQ>air of the 
flying Gdths found fome confolation in fan- 
gtiinary revenge : and three hundred youths 
of the nobleft families, whp had been fent as 
hoftages beyond the Po, were inhumanly flain 
by the fucceflbr of Totila. The fete of the fe- 
nate fuggefts an awful leflbn of the viciffittide 
of human affairs. Of the fenators whom To- 
tila 

(39) Em rvry 6ete-il.iv9yroi re irsfjiirrev sa\w. In the year 536 by 
Belifarius, in 546 by Totila, in 547 by Bclifarius, in 549 by Totila, 
ami in 552 by Narfes. Malcretus had inadvertently tranflated />x- 
*ium ; a mi (lake which he afterwards retrads : but the mifchief was 
done; and Confin, with a train of French and Latin readers, have 
fallen into the fnare. 
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tilahadbaniflied from their country, fome were 
refcued by an officer of Belifarius, and trans- 
ported £ix)m Campania to Sicily ; while others 
were too guilty to confide in the clemency of 
Juitinian, or too poor to provide horfes for 
their efcape to the fea-lhore. Their brethren 
laQeuiflied five years in a ftate of indigence 
and exile : the victory of Narfes revived their 
hopes ; but their premature return to the me- 
tropolis was prevented by the furious Goths ; 
and all the fortreffes of Campania were ftained 
with patrician (46) blood. After a period of 
thirteen centuries, the institution of Romulus 
expired ; and if the nobles of Rome ftill affu- 
med the title of fenators, few fubfequent traces 
can be difcovered of a public council, .or con- 
ftitutional order. Afcend fix hundred years, 
and contemplate the kings of the earth folicit- 
ing an audience, as the flaves or freedmen of 
the Roman fenate (41)! 

The Gothic war was yet alive. The braveft Defeat and 
of the nation retired beyond the Po ; and Teias Tlhsfthe 
was unanimoufly chofen to fucceed and re- laft king of 
venge their departed hero. The new king im- a *a^5 5 3', 
mediately fent ambaffadors ^to implore, or ra- March. 
ther to purchafe, the aid of the Franks, and 
nobly laviftied for the public fafety, the riches 
which had been depofited in the palace of 
Pavia. The refidue of the royal treafurewas 
guarded by his brother Aligern at Cumae in 
Campania ; butthe ftrong caftle which Totila 
had fortified, was clofely befieged by the arms 
B b 2 of 

(40) Compare two paflages of Procopius (1. iii. c, 26, 1. iv. c. "4.), 
which, with fome collateral hints from Marcellinus and jornandes, 
illadrate the ftate of the expiring fenate. 

( 41 ) Sec, in the example of Frufias, as it is delivered in the frag* 
ments of Polyfcius (Excerpt. Legat. xcvii. p. 927, 928. )» acurjous 
" pi6lure of a royal flave. 
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of NarfeS. From the Alps to the foot of mount 
Vefuvius, the Gothic iing, by rapid and fe- 
cret marches, advanced to the relief of his 
brother, eluded the vigilaaice of the Roman 
chiefs, and pitched his camp on the banks of 
the Sarnus or Draco (42), which flows from 
Nuccria into the bay of Naples. Theriver 
feparated the two armies; fixty days were 
coniumed in diftant and fruitlefs combats, and 
Teias mainf^ned this important poft, till he 
was deferted bv his fleet and the hope of iub- 
fiftence. With reluftant fteps he afcendcd the 
La^arian mount, where the phyficians of 
Rome, fince the time of Galen, had fent their 
patients for the benefit of the air and the 
milk (43). But the Goths foon embraced a 
more generous refohition : todefcendthehiD^ 
to difmifs their horfes, and to die in arms^ 
and in the pofleflion of freedom. The king 
marched at their head, bearing in his right- 
hand a lance^ and an ample buckler in his 
left : with the one he ftruck dead the fore- 
moft of the aflailants ; with the other, he re- 
ceived the weapons which every hand was am- 
bitious to aim againft his life. After a combat 
of many hours, his left arm was fatigued by 
the weight of twelve javelins which hung from 
his fliield. Without moving from his ground, 

or 

(42) The Aptfjeflpvof ProcopiHs (Goth. 1. ir. c. 37.) » CTidcntly the 
Sarnus^ The text is accnfed or altered by th^ raib Tioleoce of Cln- 
verius (1. iv, c. 3. p. 1 155.) r but Camillo Pclkgrini of Naples (Dif- 
corfifopra la Campaota Felice, p» 330, 331.) has proved from old 
records, that as early as the year Z^^ that river was called the Dra- 
coxitio, or Draconcello.. 

(43) Galen (dc Method. Medcndi, U v. apud Cluver. 1. iv.c. 3. 
Pr 1159, ii6o.)dcP:ribc8 the lofty fite, pure air, and rich milk, of 
mount Ladarius/virhofe medicinal benefits were equally known and 
fought in the time of Symmachus (1. vi. epift. 18.) and Caffiodorius 
( Var. zi. 1 0.). Nothing is now left except the aapic of the tov^n of 
Lertere, 
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lor fii^)en4ing his blows, the hero called aloud 
on his attendants for a frefh buckler, but in 
the moment, while his fide was uncovered, it 
was pierced by a mortal dart. He fell : and 
his head, exalted on a fpear, proclaimed to 
the nations, that the, Gotluc kingdom was no 
more. But the example of his death ferved 
only to animate the companions who had 
fworn *to perifh with their leader. They 
fought till darknefs defcended on the earth. 
They rcpofcd on their arms. The combat was 
renewca with the return of light, and main- 
t^ned with unabated vigour till the evening 
of the iecond day,. The repofe of a feconfl 
ni^ht, the want of water, and the lofs of 
their braveft champions, determined the fur- 
viving Ooths to accept the fair capitulation 
which the prudence of Narfes was inclined to 
propoie. They embraced the alternative of 
refiding in Italy as the fubjeds and foldiers of 
Juftinian, or departing witha portion of their 
private wealth, in fearch of fome independen.t 
country (44). Yet the oath of fidelity or 
exile was alike rejefited by one thoufand Goths, 
who broke away before the treaty was figned, 
and boldly effefted their retreat to the walls 
of Pavia. The ^irit, as well as th« fituation 
of Aligem, prompted him to imitate rather 
than to bewail his brother : a firong and dex« 
trous archer, he tranfpierced with a fingle ar- 
row the ^mour and breaft of his ^stntagonift ; 

and 



f 44) Boat (torn, »i. p. %y &c.) conveys to his. favourite Bavan^ 
(bis remnant of Goths, who by others are buried in the mountains of 
CTri. or /eftored to their S9tive ifle of Gothland (Mafcou, Annot. 
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and his military conduft defended Cumac (45) 
above a year againft the forces of the Romans. 
Their induftry had fcooped the Sibyfl's cave 
(46) into a prodigious mine^ combuftible 
materials were introduced to confume the 
temporary props : the wall and the gate of 
Cumaefunkin the cavern, but the ruins form- 
ed a deep and inacceffible precipicie. .On the 
fragment of a rock, Aligern ftood alone and 
unmaken, till he calmly furveyed the hopeleis 
condition of his country, and judged it more 
honourable to be the friend of Narfes than the 
flave of the Franks. After the death of Teias, 
the Roman general feparated his troops to re- 
duce the cities of Italy ; Lucca fuftained a 
long and vigorous fiege ; and fuch was the 
humanity or the prudence of Narfes, that the 
repeated perfidy of the inhabitants could not 

E revoke him to exaft the forfeit Kvesr of thdr 
oftages. Thefe hoftages were difinifled in 
fafety ; and their grateful zeal at length fubdu- 
ed the obftinacy of their countrymen (47). 
lovafion of Bcforc Lucca had furrendered, Italy was 

l'rak7and^'^^^^^^'"^^^^y ^ "^^ deluge of Barbarians. 

Aiamanni, A feeble youth, the grandfon of Clovis, reign- 

^;,^-ft"3.ed over the Auftrafians or oriental Fi'anks- 

^ * The 

(45) I leave Scali*ger( A nimad vermin Eufcb. p. 59.) and Sa&nafios 
(ExtTcitat. f'liiiian, p. 51, $%,) to quarrel about the orlrin of Cumse, 
the oldcft of the Greek colonies in Italy (Strab. L V. p. 372. 
\cllcius Paterculus, I. i. c. 4.}, already vacant in Juvenal's time 
(Satir. iii.), and now in ruins. 

(46) Agathias (1. i. c. % i.)* fettles the Sibyirs cave under the wall, 
of Cumac : he agrees with Servius (ad 1. vi. ilEueid.) ; nor can I 
perceive why their opinion (hould be rejc<fted by Heyne, the ex- 
cellent editor of Virgil (torn, ii, p. 650, 651.). In vrbc media fe- 
creta religio ! But Cumae was not yet built ; and the lines (1. vi. 96, 
97,) would become ridiculous, if ^ncas were a^ually ia a Greek 
city. 

(47) There 18 fome difficulty in conneding the 35 th chapter of 
the ivth book of the Gothic War of Piocopius with the firft book of 

the 
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The guar£ans of Theobald entertained with 
coldneis and reluAance the. magnificent prO'*^ 
mifes of the Gothic\amhai}aidors. But the 
i^irit of a martial people oudbipped the timid 
coBnfds of the court: two brothers, Lothaire 
and Buccelin (48)9 the dukes af the Alaman^* 
ni, Ikxxi £cirth as the leaders of the Italian 
war I and leventy-five thousand Germans de* 
fcended in the autumn firom the Rhastian 
Alps into the plain of JVIilaii» The vanguard 
of the Roman army was. Rationed pear the 
Po» under the condud of Fulcaris, a bold 
Herulian, who raihly conceived, that pefcfo^ 
nal bravery was th^ foleduty and merit of a 
commanc^* As he mardied without order, 
or precaution s^bng the .^milianway, anam<- 
bufcade of Franks luddenly rofe from the am^ 
phitheatr.e of Parma : his troops were furpri- 
ied and routed ; but their leader refufed to 
fly ; declaring to the laft moment, that death 
was lefs terrible than the angry countenance 
of Narfes. The death of Fulcaris, and the re- 
treat of the furviiring chiefs, decided the fluc- 
tuating, and rebellious. temper of the Goths ; 
they flew to the ftandard g£ their deliverers, 
and admitted them ipto the cities which flill 
refilled th^ arms of the Upman general. The 
conquelror of Italy opened a free paiTage to the 
IrreMible. torrent of Barbarians. They pafied 
under the walls of Cefena, and anfwered 
by thjreats and reproaches the advice of 

Aligern, 

the hiftory 6f Agftthia«. We muft now rdtnqtiiih a ftatefman and 
ibldi'er, to a(tend the footfteps of a poet and rhetorician (1. i^ p. li, 
J^ «• p. 5 ' • «dit. Louvre. ) 

(43) Among the fabulous erploUs of Buccelin, he difcom6ted and 
Ikw BeliGarius, fu))dued Italy au4 Sicily, &c. ^ See, in the Hilloriani 
of France, Gregory of Tours (toni. iii. 1. \k c. 3a. p aoS-,), and 
Aimoiu (tom^ iii. 1. ii. dc Geilis Francorum, c. 2.3. p. 59.). 
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AMgern, that the Gothic trea&iw could 
no longer repay ^the labour of an inva** 
fion. Two thouiand Franks were ^defiroy*k 
id by the ikill and valour of Naries him-^ 
fidf, who iallied from Rimhii at the head 
of three hundred- r:horie,r to chaftiie the 
licentious rapine i of ' their mai^. On the 
confines of Samnium^ the (wo bk-others di- 
vided their forces^ With tl^i • ri^t- win^? 
Buccelin aflumed the fpoil p£ Campaiua, 
Lucania^ and Brtttium; with the left, Lo-i 
thaire ^ accepted the plunder of Apulia 
and Calabria. Tbey fpllowed tkerOOaft of 
theMediterranean and the Hadriajtic,^'as &r 
M ^Rh^gium and Otranto^ smd t}^e:KJtfcm0 
lands of itsdy wiePe the t^rm. of thdr dew 
ftructive pr(^e&. jS^- Pranl^^ who were 
Chriftians^ and Catholics, coritemod themn 
£elv^ with fimple {dUage and occafioriai mur-^ 
der. J But the (diurd^s which their piety 
had^4*^^^ wtre ftripped by the iacrile^ 

fious hands of the Alafflanni^ wbo facii^ 
ced horfes heads -tO- their native ddded 
of the woods and rivars (49); they nidt- 
ed or profaned the coiifecrated v^fl^, and 
the ruins of (brines and altars wetbrftained 
with the blood of the fsttth&l* Buccelin was 
aAuated by ambition, and LotKaire by ava- 
rice. The former a%ired to rdtere the Go- 
thic kingdom : the latter, after a prtTmi^ to 

• hii 



(49) Agatliias notices tlieir fupcrftltien'in ft phfti^o^ietmt (I, f; 
r.J&,V -ArZugf, in SwitacrfaBd, idplatry ftill' torevailed in the 
year 613 : St, Columban and St. Gall were the apoftle* of- that rude 
country ; and the latter founded an hcrteitagc, which has fweUed 
into an ecclefialHcal principality and a po|)uloU8 ' city, tlic feat of 
freedom and comnierce« 
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bis brother of fpcedy fucoours, returned by 
the fame road to depofit his treafure ber^nd 
tbe Alps« The firength.of their armies was 
already' waited by the change of climate and 
cojatagion v£ difeaie: the Germans revelled 
in the vintage of Italy ; and their own intern* 
perance avenged in fonie degree the miieries of 
a defisnoelcfiarcpeopk^ 

At the:attrajice of the^^ng, the Imperial Defeat of 
troops^ jwrho Ji^d guxrdcdlhc cities, affhmWed and au-^' 
to the number of eighteen thoufand men, in manniby 
the iiei^bbourhopd of Rome^ Their winter AfD!'5 54, 
hours had hot been confiimed in'idienafs* By 
the ccmunand, and after the example of Nar* 
ies, they repeated each day their military exer-> 
die Ofk fo<A and on. hor&badc, accuftomed 
their ear to:obey the found of the trumpet, 
and pra^Uied the fieps and evolutions o£ the 
Pyrrhic daaace. From the ftreirfits ^f Sicily, 
Buccdin^ ndth thirty thoufand Franlss and 
Alam^ni, £bwly .moved towards Capua; 
occuptd with a woodto tower the bridge of 
CafilimuKL, conreied: his right by the foeam 
of the Vidtuimis, and iecured the reft pf his 
eecampm^tt, by a rampart of iharp &ikes, 
and a cirde of waggons^ whofe wheels- wei^ 
buried >ia the earth. He impatioitly ^xpedU 
edthefetura of Lothaire; ignorant, alasi 
that his brother could never return, and that 
the chief and his army had been fwept away 
by a fcrange difeafe (50) on the banks of th^ 
hJoe Bcnacus, betweoi Trent and Verona. 

The 



1 • 

(5c ) Sec the death of Lothaire in Agathias (1, ii. p. 38^) ana Paul 
Warncffrid, furnamcd i>iaconiis (1. ii. c. 3. p. 775.), The Greek 
makes him rave and te«r his fleih. He had plundered churches. 
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The banners cf Narfes foon approached the 
VultumuSy and the eyes of Italy were anxiouf- 
ly fixed on the event of this final conteft. 
Perhaps the talents of the Roman general were 
mofi confpicuous in the calm operations which 
precede the tumult of a battle. His ikilful 
movements intercq>ted the fubfifience of the 
Barbarian, deprived him of the advantage of 
the bridge and river, and in the choice of the 
ground and moment of adion, i^uced him 
to comply with the inclination of his enemy. 
On the morning of the important day, when 
the ranks were already formed, a fervant, for 
fome trivial fault, was killed by his mafter, one 
^ of the leaders of the Heruli. The juiHoe or 
paffion of Naries was awakened ; he fummon* 
edthe ofiender to his prefence, and without 
Uflening to his excu^, gave the fignal to the 
minifter of death. If the cruel mafter had not 
infringed the laws of his nation, this arbitrary 
execution was not lefs unjufi, tiian it appears 
to have been imprudent. The Heruli felt the 
indignity ; they halted : but the Roman ge- 
neral^ without foothing their rage, brexped:« 
ing their refolution, called aloud, as the trum- 
pets founded, that unlefs they hkftened to 
occupy their place, they would lofe the ho- 
nour of. the viftory... His troops wfere dif* 
pofcd(5i)in a long front, the cavalry on 
the wings ; in the centre, the heavy-armed 
foot ; the archers and flingers in the rear. 
The Germans advanced in a fharp pointed 

column, 

{51) Pere Daniel ( Hlft. dc la Millcc Franjolfe, torn. i. p. 17 — 21.) 
has exhibited a fanciful rcprefcatation of this battle, fomewhat in the 
oianncr of the Chevalier Folurd, the once famout edltdr of PolybiQs> 
who faihioned to his own habits and opinioDl all the military operatic 
oAiof antii^uify. 
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column^ of the form of a triaingle or folid 
wedge. They pierced the feeble centre of 
Narfes, who received them with a fmile into 
Ac fatal fhare, and directed his wings of ca- 
valry infenfibly to wheel on their flanks and 
encompafs their rear. The hoft of the Franks 
and Aiamanni confifted of infantry : a fword 
and buckler hung by their fide, and they ufcd 
as their weapons of offence, a weighty hatch- 
et, and a hooked javelin, which were only 
formidable in dofe combat, or at a fhort dif- 
tance. The flower of the Roman archers, on 
horfeback, and in complete armour, fkir- 
miflied without peril round this immoveable 
phalanx ; fupplied by adive fpeed the deficien- 
cy of nunaber ; and aimed their arrows againfl: 
a crowd of Barbarians, who, infl:ead of a cui- 
rals and helriiet, were covered by a loofe mt- 
ment of fur or linen. They paufed, ttiey 
trembled, their ranks were confounded, and 
in the dedfive moment the Heruli, preferring 
glory to revenge, charged with rapid violence 
the head of the column. Th.eir leader, Sijidr 
bal, andAligem, the Gothic prince, deferved 
the prize of mperior valour ; and their exam- 
ple incited the viftorious troops to atchieye 
withfwords and fpears the deftruftion of the 
enemy. Buccelin, and the greateft part of 
his army, periihed oh the field of battle, iii 
the waters of the Vulturnus, or by the hands 
of the enraged peafants : but it may feem in- 
credible, that a viftory (52), which no more 

than 

(5a) Agathias (!. ii p. 47.) has produced a Greek epigram of 
fix lines on this Y'i£tory of Narfes, which is favourably compared to 
the battle of Marathon and Placx a. The chief difference is indeed 
m their confequcnces— fo trivial in the former inftance— fo perma- 
nent and glorious in the latter. 
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thw fiye of the Alamanni furvived, could b^ 
purchafe4 wit;h the lois of fourfcore Romans, 
peven thou£ind Goths, the relics of the war, 
defended the fortreis of Can:ijp{a till the enfu^ 
ing ^ring ; and . every meflenger of Narfes 
announced the reduftion of the Ita^an dties^ 
whofe names wQ|pe corrupted by the igno- 
rance or vanity of the Greets (53). After the 
l^attle of CaiSlinum, Naries Entered the capi- 
tal ^, the arms and treafures.pf the Goths, tke 
Franks, and the Alamanni,. were diiplay- 
ed ; hi$ foldiers^ , with garlands in their hancb, 
cHaiited the prai^s ot the conqueror ; and 
^ome, for the lalQL time, beheld the femblance 
ofatriumpJi* 
^^tuT^"' After a rdga of fixty years, the throne of 
*" a!*d! t;he; Oothic kings, was filled by the Exarchs of 
554—568. fi.2^venna, the ixpreieatatives in peace and war 
x>f the emperor of the R^ Their jurif- 

di^pn was fopn reduced to the limits of a 
jiirxow orovince : hut Narfes hinifelf, the firil 
znd nu>it powerful of the £xarchs, achniniiler'- 
ed above fifte^;Q years the entire Id^dom of 
Xtaly*. Like B(;Uiarius, he had deierved the 
honours of envy, .calumny, and di%race : but 
tlxe fivourite eunuch iliU enjoyed the confi* 
xif nee of Jufiinian, or the leader of a vidori. 
x>us-army awed and reprefled the ingratitude 
of a timid court. Yet it was not by weak and 
mischievous indulgence that Narfes fecured the 
attachment of his troops. Forgetful of the 
paft, and rcgardle& of the fiiture, they abu£- 
/ed the prefent hour of profperity and peace. 
The cities of Italy ref&unded with the noife of 

drinking 

(S3) The Beroia and Brincas of Thcophanes or his tranfcribcr (p, 
aoi.) muft be read or undcrftood Verona and Brixia. 
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drinking and dandng : the fpoils of vidory 
were Wadftcd in fenfud pleafures ; and nothing 
(feys Agathias) remained, unlefs to exchange 
their Ihidds and helmets for the foft lute and 
the capacious hogfliead (54). In a manly 
oration, not unworthy of a Roman cenfor, 
the eunuch reproved thefe diforderly vices, 
which fuUied their fame and endangered their 
fafety. The foldiers blufhed and obeyed: 
difcipline was confirmed, the fortifications ' 
were reftored ; a duke was ftationed for the 
defence and military command of each of 
the principal cities {^^) ; and the eyes of Nar- 
fes pervaded the ample profpeftof Calabria to 
the Alps. The remains of the Gothic nation 
evacuated the country, or mingled with the 
people : the Franks, inftead of revenging the 
death of Buccdin, abandoned, without a 
ftrugrfe, their Italian conquefts: and the rebelli- 
ous Smdbal, chief of the Heruli, wasfubdued, 
taken, and hung on a lofty gaUows by the in- 
flexiblejuftice ot the Exarch (56). The civil 
ftate or Italy, after the agitation of a long 
tempeft, was fixed by a pragmatic fancfHon, , 
which the emperor promulgated at the requeft 
of the pope. Juftinian introduced his own ju- 
riiprudence into the fchools and tribunals of 

the 



(54) ftXiWfTo yof etfAOtt auroti liro a0Mrsfuit t«c ftcm^ii^ rxy/.^ 'uat 
nra Koam afjt^fWQ ona Kat 0ti^0iTH avt^oa^ai (Agathias, 1. ii. 48.), In 
f he'brft fcene of Richard III. our £neU(h poet has beautifnUy enlarged 
OB this idea ; for which, however, he was cot indebted to the By* 
cantine hiftorlan. 

{$$) Maffei has proved (Verona lUuftrata, P. i. I. x. p. a.57. agp.), 
againil the common opinion, that the dukes of Italy were inflituted 
faefb.re the conqnefts of the Lombards by Narfes himfelf. Tn the Prag- 
matic Sandion (No. 23-)> Jullinian reflrains the judiccs miln 



(56) See Paulas Diaconus, 1. iii. c. 2. p. 776, Menander (in Ex- 
cerpt. Legat. p. 133.) mentions fome riiings in Italy by the Frank% 
and Theophane8(p. ^oj.) hints at fooic Gothic rebellions. 
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the Weft : he ratified the afts of Theodoric 
and his immediate fucceflbrs, btit every deed 
was refdndedand abolifhed, whidi fcH'ce had 
extorted, or fear had fubfcribed, under the 
ufurpation of Totila. A moderate theory was 
framed to reconcile the rights of property with 
the iafety of prefcription, the claims of the 
ftate with the poverty of the people, and the 
pardon of offences with the intereft of virtue 
and order of fociety. Under the Exarchs of 
Ravenna, Rome was degraded to the fecond 
rank. Yet thefenators were gratified by the 
permiflion of vifiting their eftates in Italy, and 
of approaching without obftacle the throne of 
Conftantinople : the regulation of weights and 
meafures as delegated to the pope and fenate ; 
and the falaries of lawyers and phyficians, 
of orators and grammarians^ were defiinedto 
preferve or rekindle the light of fcience in the 
ancient capital. Jufiinian might diftate be* 
nevolent edids (57), and Narfes might fecond 
his wilhes by the reftoration of cities, and 
more efpecially of churches. But the power 
of kingsismoft effedual to deftroy: and the 
twenty years of the Gothic war had confum- 
mated the diftreis and depopulation of Italy. 
As early as the fourth campaign, under the 
difcipline of Belifarius himfelf, fifty thoufand 
labourers died of hunger (58^ in the narrow 

region 

(57) The Pragmatic Sandion of Juftiman, which reftores and re* 
gulates the civil ftate of Italy, confiftsof zxvii. articles: it is dated 
Augull 15, A. D. SS4 ; »8 addrcffcdto Narfes, V. J. Prspofittts 
Sacri Cobicoli, abd to Antiochas, Prscfedus Praetorio Italise ; imd 
has been prefervc-d by Julian AnteceiTor, and in the Corpits Juris 
Civilis, after the novels and edi&s of Joftiuian, Juftid, and 
Tiberius. . . . 

(58 ) A ftill greater number was confumed by famine in the fouthcm 
provinces, without (lyrof) the Ionian gulph. Acorns were ufed in 

the 
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te^on of Kccnum (59) ; attd a ftrift inter- 
pretation of- the evidence of Procopius would 
fwell the lofs of Italy above the total fum of 
her prefcnt inhabitants (60). 

I defire to believe, but I dare ilot affirm, inTafion of 
that Belifarius fincerely rejoiced in the tri- ^^f"*^" 
umph of Narfes. Yet the confcioufhefs of a. o! 559. 
his own exploits might teach him to efteem 
without jealoufy the merit of a rival ; 
and the repofe of the aged warrior was 
crowned by a laft viftory which feved the 
emperor and the capital. The Barbarians 
who annually vifited the provinces of Europe 
were lefe difcouraged by fome accidental de- 
feats, than they were excited by the double 
hopebf fpoiland of fubfidy. In the thirty-fe- 
cond winter of Juftinian's reign, the DanXibc 
was deeply frozen : Zabergan led the caval- 
ry of the Bulgarians, and his ftandard 
was followed by a promifcuous multitude 
of Sdavonians. The favage chief paffed with- 
out oppofition the river and the mountains, 
fpread his troops over Macedonia and Thrace, 
and advanced with no more than feven thou- 
iand horfe to the long walls which fliould 
have defended the territory of Conftantino- 

ple. 

the place of bread. Procopius had feen a deferred orphan fuckled 
by a ihe-goat. Seventeen palfengers were lodged, murdered, and 
eaten, by two women, who were detected and flain by the eigh- 
teenth, &c. 

(59) Qninta regio Piceni eft ; quondam uberrimae multitudinis, 
cccUmilUg Piccntium in fidem P. R. venere (Plin. Hift. Natur. iii. 
18.). In the time of Vefpailan, this ancient population was already 
diminiBied. 

(6o)'Perhap8 fifteen or fixteen millions. Procopius (Anecdot. c. 

18.) computes that Africa loft five millions, that Italy was thrice as 

' extenfive, and that the depopulation was in a larger proportion. 

But this reckoning is inflamed by paifion, and clouded with uncer- 

uinty. 
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pie. But the works of man are impotent 
againfi the aflaults of nature : a recent earth-* 
quake, had ihaken the foundations of the 
wall ; and the forces of the empire were em- 
ployed on the diftant frontiers of Italy, 
Africa, and Perfia. The feven fcbodls (61), 
ot companies of the guards or domefiic troops, 
had been augmented to the number of five 
thoufand five hundred men, whofe ordinary 
fiation was in the peaceful cities of Afia. But 
the places of the brave Armenians were in- 
fenfibly fupplied by lazy citizens, who pur- 
chafed an exemption fro9i the duties of dvil 
life, without being expofed to the dangers of 
military fervice. Of fuch foldiers, few could 
be tempted to fally from the gates ; and none 
could be perfuaded to remam in the fields 
unlefs they wanted ftrength and fpeed to 
efcape from the Bulgarians. The report of 
the fugitives exaggerated the numbers and 
fietcenefs of an enemy, who had polluted 
holy virgins, and abandoned new-born in- 
fants to the dogs and. vultures; a crowd of 
rufiics, imploring food and protetftion, en- 
creafed the conflernation of the city, and the 
tents of Zaberganwere pitched at the diftance 
of twenty miles (62), on the banks of afmall 
river, which encircles Melanthias, and after- 
wards 

(61) Tn the decay of thefe military fchools, the fatire of Procoptos 
(Anecdot. c. 24. Aleman. p. 102, 103.) is confirmed and illuftrat- 
p^ by Agathias (1. v« p. I59.)> ^ho cannot be rejeded aa aahoftile 
witnefs* 

(6a) Thedifiance from Conftantinople to Melanthias, Villa Czia* 
riana (Ammian. Marcellin. xxx. ii.), is Tarioufly fixed at zoji qr 
104 ftadia (Suidas, torn. ii. p. 5»*. S^Z* Agathias, L t. p. 158A 
or xviii or xix miles (Itineraria, p. X38. ftjo. 323. 332, and Wefief- . 
in^*s Obrerv.tious). The lir(l xii miles„ as far as Rhegium, were 
paved by Juftinian, who built a brid|;e over a morafs or gullet be* 
tween a lake and the fea (Procop. de £dif. L iv, c. 8.). 
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wardsifilla inf o die PTOfuatis (63). Jofiiniaak 
tvanbkd: and thole who had ontyfeentke 
aaperot in his cM age, were plea&d to fnp- 
po&, that he had/g^^theabcritjznd vigour 
of his yofKlih^ By Ms commMdy the Te&b 
of gold skekI filver were removed from tho 
choarchds m'the neighbdurhoodv and even tha 
fisbutbB, of Conf^ntinepie : the rampatrts 
were liaed with trexnbling^ %edator^: did 
golden gate was crowded with nfekfs goue^ 
rais and tribunes, and the fenaite fiiared the 
&tigues'and the apprehenfions of the: popu* 
lace. 

But theey^s of the prince and people were^aft viao- 
dmredcdtOi a feeble veteran, who was cxxm- ^jju,,^^^^' 
petted bjr the public danger to refnme the ar-^ 
HHMir in whkh he had entered Carthage and 
ddkndad Rome. The horfes of the royal 
ftaiUes, of private citizens, and even of the 
draus,. weie haftily colle£i:ed ; the emulation 
e£ die cdd and young was rouied by the nan&e 
ei Bdi&Fius, and h^ firft encampment was 
bt' the prefence of a vi^rious enemy. Mid 
prudence,^ and die labour of the friendly pea.-^ 
£uits, fecuredy with a ditch and rampart,, tha 
rqpofe of the night : innumerable fires, and 
douds of duli:,. were artfully contrived to 
msigfUfy the opinion of his flrength : his fol- 
diers^ fuddenly pafied from de:^ondency to 
prefiimption ^ and, while ten thoufand voices 
demanded- the battle, Behfarius diiTembled 
Ms knowledge, that in the hour of trial he 
muft depend on the fil-mnefi of three hun- 

VoL. VII; ' C c dred 



("fi'j^^TRe^Atyrats (P6fflpon Mela, 1. jr. cl Z. p, 169. edit, Vcrff.). 
Atthc rirar's mouth, a town or caftlc of the fame name was fortified 
by Juftinian (Procop, de Edif. l.iv. c, a. Itinerar. p. 570, aud Wcf- 
ftKng). 
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dred veterans. The next morning, the Bnl^ 
garian cavalry advanced to the charge. But 
they heard the fhouts of mukitudes^ they be- 
held the arms and difciplme of the front; 
they were ailaulted on the flanks by two am-- 
bufcades which rofe from the woods ; their 
foremoft warriors fell by the hand of the aged 
hero and his guards^ and the fwiftnefs of 
their evolutions was rendered ufeleis by the 
dofe attack and rapid purfuit of the Rcmians. 
In this aftion (fo fpeedy was their flight) the 
Bulgarians loft only four hundred, horfe ; but 
Confiantinople was faved ; and Zabergan^ 
who felt the hand of a mafter, withdrew to a 
refpe<5lful diftance. But his friends were nu* 
merous in the councils of the emperor, and 
Belifarius obeyed with reludance, the com- 
mands of envy and Juftinian, which forbade 
him to atchieve the deliverance of his coun- 
try. On his return to the city, the people, 
ftill confcious of their danger, accompanied 
his triumph with acclamations of joy and gra-^ 
titude, which were imputed as a crime to the 
viftorious general* But when he entered the 
palace, the courtiers were filent, and the em-f 
peror after a cold and thanklefe embrace, dif- 
mifled him to mingle with the train of flaves.. 
Yet fo deep was the imprcflion of his glory 
on the minds of men, that Juftinian, in the . 
feventy*feventh year of his age, was encou- 
raged to advance near forty miles from the 
capital, and to infped: in pcrfon the reftora- 
tion of the long wall. The Bulgarians waft- 
ed the fummer m the plains of Thrace ; but 
they were inclined to peace by the failure of 
their rafli attempts on Greece and the Cherfo- 
nefus. A menace of killing their prifoners 

quickened 
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quickened the paymfeiit of heavy ranfoms i 
and the departure of Zabergan was haftened 
by the report, that double-prowed veffels were 
built on the Danube to intercept his paflage. 
The danger was fopn forgotten ; and a vain 
quefiiou, whether their fovereign had Ihewn 
more wifdom or weakneis, amufed the idle- 
nefe of the city (64). 

About two years after the laft viftoty ofi^*»<i»^^ 
Belifitrius, the emperor returned from a Thra- deathf" 
cian journey of health, or bufinels, or devo- ^- ^» s^r. 
tion. Juftinian was afflided by a pain in his 
head ; and his private entry countenanced 
the rumour of his death. Before the third 
hour of the day, the bakers fliops were plun- 
dered of their bread, the houfes were Ihut, 
and every citizen, with hope or terror, pre- 
pared for the impending tumult. The fena- 
tors thettifelves, fearful and fufpicious, were 
convened at the ninth hour ; and the praefe£t 
received their commands to vifit every quar- 
ter of the city, and proclaim a general illu- 
mination for the recovery of the emperor's 
health. The ferment fubfided ; but every 
accident betrayed the impotence of the go- 
vernment and the faftious temper of the peo- 
ple : the guards were difpofed to mutiny as 
often as their quarters were changed or their 
pay was withheld : the frequent calamities of 
fires and earthquakes afforded the opportuni- 
ties of diforder ; the difputes of the blues and 
greens, of the orthodox and heretics, dege- 
nerated into bloody battles ; and, in the pre- 
fence of the Perfian ambaflador, Juftinian 
Cc2 bluflied 

(64)Thie Balgariat) war, and the laft viAory-of Belifarius, are 
xmperfedty reprcfcnted in the prolix declamation of Agathias (1. 5. 
p. 154—174.) and the dry Chronicle of Theophancs (p. 197, 198.). 



Uufiied for Mmielf and for his fiibjefb* Ca^ 
pricious p2Kk)n an^ arbitrary punimtteiit an« 
bittered the irkfomcn€& and difconusit of 2^ 
long teign : a confpiraqr was formed in the 
palace ; and unle& we 2»^ deceiTcd hf the 
names of Marc^us a^d Sergias^ the moft 
virtuous and the moft profligate of the couir^ 
tiers were aflbciated m the £une^ defigns.* 
They had fixed the time of the execution ; 
their rank ^ve them accefs to the royal ban^ 
quet ; and their black &ves (6$y were ft^ 
tioned in the veftibule and porticos to- a». 
Bounce the death of the tyrant, and to excite 
a fediticm in the capital. But the indi&retsc^^ 
6f an accomplice &Ted the poor remnant 6£ 
the days of Juftinian. The con^>iratof s wew 
detected and fiazed, with daggers hidden un- 
der their* garments i Marc^Uus died by his 
own hand', and Sei^us was dragged from the 
fenftuary (6&)* Prefled by remorfe, or tempt* 
ed by the hopes of fefety, he accufed two 
officers of the houifehold cof Beli&rkis *, and 
torture forced them to defclare that they ha^ 
aftcd according to the fecret in&ru^one of 
their patfon {6yJ. Poflerity wfll not ha^ly 
bcKeve that an hero who, in the vigour rf 
Kfe,, had difdafned the faircft oiS^'s of an>l^ 
tion and revenge, fepuH ftoc^ to the raurfei? 
of hh prince, whom he could not long ex* 

pea 

(d5>ivltt,% XhejjiLco\M{iSit£elf be.roalJndtaui».>; andl the Mishit* 
JMansy foJnecmeskAQWu bythamame^ weri^iKSver i4<^ bj the ao- 
cient« as guilds or fpIlQwer^ : they Wcc« the triflingi tfiaagti coftbf-, 
ob}«(%»of female and tayaX hixury ('TereliL £uaucb. aft i« ^mt ut 
Sucton.^ia Augufl:. c^ 83. with a^ood ^ote of Cafaubon, in Caligull, 

t.75.). 

(66) The Sergius (Vandal. 1. ii.c. 91, 21^ Anecdote c. 5«) and 
Marcellus (Qo^ h iU. c. 3ft«) sire meatiooed by^ Pro^pf^^ See 
TheofihaQiiMy p* 197. ^i. : , 

(67;) Akn)eim\i» (i>. a«) quotes aa <M Byzanti^ MS. y?lucb.h9# 
been printed in the Impcrium Ojrientale of Banduri. 
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jpeA to fumve. His foUowers were iinpa«- 
dent to fly ; but flight muft ha\ne been fup^ 
ported by rebellion^ and he had lived enough 
for nature and for* glory, Belifarius appear- ^•^/•5^3# 
ied before th€ council with le& hdac than ii^dig- ^^' ^ ' 
nation : after forty years fervice, the empe- 
ror bad prejudged ms guilt; and injufUce 
was iandined by the prefence and authority of 
the patiiarch. The Ufe of Beli&rius was gra- 
jdoufly fpared ; but lus fortunes were fequef- 
tered^ and^ from December to July^ he was 
.guarded as a prifoner in his own palace. At ^ j^^ ^ 
fength his innocence was aclmowledged ; his July 19. 
ireedom and hojnours were reftored i and 
«death, which might be haiftened by refent- 
meatand grief, removed him from the world 
iabout e^t months after his deliverance. 
The name of Belifarius can never die : but a. d, 565. 
Inftead of the funeral, the monuments, the*^***^" 
ftatues, £0 jufliy due to bs^ memory, i only 
read, that his treaftires, the il^wib of the 
Cloths and Vandals^ were immediately con- 
fifcated by the emperor. Sottie detent por- 
tion was referved^ however, for the ufe or his 
widow } and as Antonina had much to re- 
pent, flte devoted the laft remains of her lifb . 
and fbirtune to the fbtmdlf ion of a convent. 
Such is the fimple and genuine narrative of 
the fall of Belifarius ana the ingratitude of 
Juflini^ (68). That he was deprived of his 
*yes, and reduced by envy to beg his bread, 
^ Give a pcnnj to Belifarius the general !*' is 

a fi(fUon 

(6%) Of tfce difgnurc an4 rtftor«ion of Be!irariu>»» tfie genuine 
Original record is preferred in thefrag:ment of Jdhn Malali (torn, ii. 
p. 2.'54 — 243«) and the e»a<ft Chronicle of Theophanes (p. I94— 
S64.). Cedrenus(Compend.p. 387, jHP,) and Zcnaras ftom. ii. 1. 
kiv. p. 80.) Ifeem tohcfiutc })et^\(eeli the ibfolete tnith aud the groy^r 
l«ig falfciood. 
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a fiftion of later times (69), which has ob- 
tained credit, or rather favour, as a ftrangc 
example of the viciffitudes of fortune (70). 
Deith and ^^ ^^^ cmpcror could rejoice in the death of 
charaaerofBelifarius, he enjoyed the bafc fatisfadion 
juftinian. ^j^jy ^\rr\\t months, the laft period of a rfeign 
Not. 14. of thirty-eight, and a life of eighty-three, 
years. It would be difficult to trace the cha- 
rafter of a prince who is not the moft confpi- 
cuous objeft of his own times : but the con- 
feffions of an enemy may be received as the 
fafeft evidence of his virtues. The refem- 
blance of Juftinian to the buft of Domitian, 
is malicioufly urged (71); with the acknow- 
ledgment, however, of a well-proportidhed 
figure, a ruddy complexion, and a pleafing 
countenance. The emperor was eafy of ac- 

cefi, 

(69) The £burce of this idle fable ikiay be derived fr&m a mlfcellaoc- 
otta work of the ziitb century, the Chiliads of John Tzetzes, a monk 
(Bafil. 1546. ad calcem Lycophront. Colon. Allobrog. 1614. in 
- Corp. Foet. Grsec.) He relates the blindnefs and bcggafyof Belifa- 
rius in ten vulgar or pe/mcal vcrfea (Chiliad iU. Nq. 88. ^39 — 34?^ 
ill Corp. Poet. Gr«c. torn. ii. p. 311). 

. £jMr»/ua ^vXivov xparwy iBoti tw fJttKtofiy 

Bi\i0-aM» o$6\n J0T8 T« rp«TijX«Tii, 

' This moral or romantic tale was imported into Italy with At laa- 
guagc and m^pufcriptq of Greece; repeated before the. end of the 

; xvth cenniry by Crinitu». Fontanus, and Volaterranns ; attacked by 
Alciat, for the honour of the la^v ; and defended by Baroipius^ A. D. 
^61. No. a, &c.)» for tbe bonour pf the -church. Yet, Tzetzps 
himfelf had read in otber chronicles, that Bclifarius did not lofc his 

. iight, and that he recovered his feme and fortiines. * J 

(70)! The ftatue in the v;lla Borghefe at9-ome, in a fitting poftyre, 
with an open hand, which is vulgarly given to Belifarius, may ic 
fifcrihcd with mope digpity to Auguflus in the ?iA of propitiatir/g 
Ncmtfis (Winckelman, Hift. de TArt, torn. iii. p. a66.^. Ex uocf 
turno vifu etiam ftipem, quotannis, die ccrto, emendicabat a populo, 
cavam niannm affcs porrigentibus prsbens (Sueton. in Auguft. c. 91. 
with an excellent note of CafaiiboQ). 

(71) '1 he ruior of Domitian is ftigmatifed, quaintly enough, .^y 
the pen of Tacitus (in Vit. Agricol. c. 45.); and has been likewife 
noticed by the younger Pliny (Panegyr, c. 48,) and Suetonius (in 
Domitian, c, 18. and Cafaubou ad locum). Pr<icopius (Anecdot. c, 
8.) fooiilhly believes that only e»»f buftof Pomitian had reached the 
vitii century. 
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celsy patient of hearings courteous and a&ble 
in (Ufcourfe, and a matter of the angry paili- 
cms winch rage with fuch deftrudive violence 
in the breaft of a defpot. Procopius praifes 
his temper to reproach him with calm and 
deliberate cruelty ; but in the confpiracies 
which attacked his authority and perfon, a 
more candid judge will approve the juftice^ 
or admire the clemency, of Juftinian, He 
excelled in the private virtues of chaftity and 
temperance : but the impartial love of beau- 
ty would have been left mifchievous, than his 
conjugal tendemefs for Theodora ; and his 
abftemious diet was regulated, not by the 
prodence of a philofopher, but the fuperftition 
of a monk. His repafts were fliort and frugal : 
on.iblemn fafts he contented himfelf with wa- 
ter and vegetables ; and fuch was his ftrength, 
as well as fervour, that he frequently pjmed 
two days and as many nights, without tatting 
any food. The meafure of his flecp was not 
lefs rigorous : aftor the repofe of a finglc houi:^ 
the body was awakened by the foul, and, to 
the attonifhmcnt of his chamberlains, Juftini- 
an walked ot fhidied till the morning light. 
Such reftlefs application prolongied his time for 
the acquiiition of knowledge (72) and the dif- 
patch of bulinels ; and he might ferioufly dc- 
ferve the reproach of confounding, by minute 
and prepofterous diligence, the general order 
of his adminiftration. The emperor profeffed 
himfelf a mufieian and architeft, ci poet and 
philofopher, a lawyer and theologian j and if 
; \ he 

/7a) Thclladics andfcipnce of Jjiilimap are Btteftcd by the con- 
feffion (Anecdot, c. S. I3.)> ^irf n^ore ^^^^ by the praifes (Gothic. 
\. Hi. c. 31. de Edific. 1. i. Proem, c, 7. ), of Procopius. Coufult t^e 
^ipioiis index of Alemannus, and read the life of Julliniau by Lwd«- 
|s^ig({>. 135— I44.)f 
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he £died in the enterprUb of TQcoiidiiii^ ^ dbe 
Qirifiian ioEhj the review of the ^(jQiimi.jn« 

riiprudence is a ooble imohiuneut of Ins ^xxit 
asid indxifiry. In the goirenameiit of tlm 
OKipire, he waislds wifsorisfsfiiccdsfnl: iii 
age was unfortunate ; the pocqite MraiS;on{]n& 
fed and dilbonteMed ; Theddoca abufed her 
power; afuccefiion ofbad ooimfteirsc^ 
his jud^^cnt i^ and JuftiniaHL was nekher be^^ 
loved in his life, nor regrctl^ed at his desBth. 
The loVe of fame was deafly impbaited in hfe 
farcafi:, byt he coodefcetuiled io tbe.j)0(Mrvainls^ 
tion of iitles^ faoDOura, and bantetKi|K)ina7' 
praife ; and whik he laboured to iLsdwadtni* 
ration, heforieited thee£)tomand affbdi^R qf 
the Romans. The defign of tht ASium flund 
Italian wars was boldly oQQceived.ai»l.exi^caO* 
ed : and his penetration dHcorviared the talenCB 
of B^liipriusr.^ the ^camp, of IJar&s in' the pa- 
lace. But the i^ameof the enaytrcir tscblipfed 
by the names of his 'di9:€B!ious geneiaJ« ; and 
Belil^iusibiUUi^ss/toJiipbraaii the envy asid 
ingratitude of his it) vcreign. The partsa} ^-^ 
vour of mankind applauds the genius of a ^^- 
queror, who leads and dkeds his iuJijeSs. :in 
the exercife of arms. The duramens g£ Phi]^ 
the Second and of Juitinian are diftioguiflied 
by the cold ambition which ddtkhts in, w9fy 
and declines the dangers of- thcfidcL . ¥^ a 
coloiTal ftatuye of bronze reprcfentedtheeUafie- 
cor 0n horfeback, preparing to march againft 
the Perfians in the hAit and armour of Adiii- 
los. In the great iquare befote the church ^f 
St. Sophia, this monument was raifed on a 
brafs column and a fton^ pedeftal of feven 
fteps : and the pillar of Tl^eodofius, which 
weighed feven thoufand four hundred pounds 

of 
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ef fiive^, '^As TOiucrtied from tke Same place 
by t3*e avarice otid vanity of JTaftioiah, Fu- 
ttire princes \v<e« more juft or indalgent to 
bh memory ; 9he elder Andronkns, in the be* 
ginning- of tiie foiirteefith centTury^ repaired 
and beautifed hi$ cqudhian ftatuc : fince the 
fail <rf the eAipine, it has been mdted into 
cannon by the wftorlo«s Tuifa (73). 

I fliall o^mdtkle thb chapter with the co* 
Twcte, the eaPtlwipiakes, and the plague, 
which aCtonifl^ <]lr afflicted the age of Jufti- 

!• In the fifth year of his reign, ajnd in the comcti, 
month of September, a comet (74) was fecii ^3"^; ^3^. 
diiring twenty days in the weftern quarter of 
the heavens, and which fliot its rays into the 
north. Eight years afterwards, while the fun 
was in Capricorn, another comet appeaured to 
Ibflewin meSagkary : the fize was gradually 
encreaiing ; the head was in the caft, the taU- 
im the weft, and k remained vifiMe abo^re for- 
^:y dayi. The nations, who gazed with afto- 
nifliment, expe<Jted wars and calamities from 
their balefui influence ; and thefc expcdatiofis 
were abundantly fulfilled. The jufltronoiners 
diffembled their ignorance of the nature of 
thefe blazing ftars, which they afFefted to re- 
jirefent as the floating meteors of the air ; and 
few among tliem embraced the fimple notion 
of Seneca and the Chaldaeans, that they are 
only planets of a longer period and more ec- 
centric 

(y^) See in t1\c C, P. ChrWnnt f>f Ducange (1. i . c. 84. ^^ '.), a 
diain of i*righitl tci>imoftic8, from Prccopiua in ilie vithi to Gyllius 
in tfhe xvith, cenhrty. 

(74) The firil com?t is mentioned by John MaUla (Cooi. ii. p. 
19c, 2- 9.) and Tteophaneft {p. i54.> ; the fecond by Procopius (Per- 
tc. \1 n. c 4 ) Yet { ftrofigly ftirpeiSt their identky. ThcfwilcRcr* 
of the ftm (Vandal. 1. ii. c. 14.) is tpplied by Thccphaiws (p, 158.) 
to a (HSctetkt JOLT, 
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centric motioh (75). Time and fdence htsge 
juftified the conjeAures and predidions of the 
Roman fage : the telefcope has opened new 
worlds to the eyes of aftronomers (76) ; and, 
in the narrow fp^tce of hiftory and fable, one 
and the fame comet is already found to have 
revifited the earth in Jeven equal revolutions of 
five hundred and feventy-five years. The 
Jlr/i (yy)j which afcends beyond the Chriftian 
aera one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-fe^ 
ven years, is coeval with Ogyges the father 
of Grecian antiquity. And this appearance 
explains the tradition which Varro has pre- 
ferved, that under his reign, the planet Venus 
changed her colour, fize, jBg^re, and courfe; 
a prodi^, without example either in paft or 
iucceeding ages (78). The fecond vifit, in the 
year eleven hundred and. ninety-three, is dark- 
ly implied in the fable of Eleftra the feventh 
*of the Pleiads, who have been reduced to fix 
fince the time of the Trojan war, Th^f nymph, 
the wife of Dardanus,. was unable to fupport 
the ruin of her country : fhe abandoned the 
dances of her fitter orbs, fled from the zodiac 
to the north pole, and obtained, from her 

difhevelled 

(75) Seneca's viith book of Natural (Jueflions dUplays^ in tl|e 
theory of comets, a philofophic niind. Yet ihould we not too can* 
didly confound a vague predidion, a venient tempqs, &c, with the 
merit of real dircoveries. 

(76) Aflronomers may ftudy Newton and Halley. I draw my 
homble fcience from the article Com* te, in the French £ucyclop6« 
die by M, D'Alembert. 

(77) Whifton, the honed, pious, vifionary Whifton, had fancied, 
for the aeraof Noah's flood (2242 years before Chrift), a prior appgi^ 
rition of the fame comet which drowned the earth with itstaiU 

(78) A Differtatipn of frcrct (Mcnjoires deTAcad^mie dcs Ifi^ 
fcriptions, tom. x. p. 357—377 ) affords an happy union of philofop^y 
and erudition. The ph;cnomenon in the time of Ogyges was pre- 
ferved by Varro (apud Auguftin. de Civitate Dei, xxi. 8.), who 
quotes Caftor, Dion of Naples, and Adraftus of Cyzicus— nobilcs 
;Biathematici, The twp fubfequent periods are prefervcd by tli^ 
Greek m/thoiogilU 9nd the fpurious bool^s of Sibylline yerles. 
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diflievelled locks, the name of the comeU The 
/A/W period expires in the year fix hundred 
xand eighteen, a date that exa6Uy agrees with 
the tremendous comet of the Sibyll, and per- 
haps of Pliny, which arofe in the Weft two 
generations before the reign of Cyrus. The 
fourth apparition, forty-four years before the 
birth of Chriftj is of all others the moft fplen- 
did and important. After the death of Caefar, 
a long-haired ftar was confpicuous to Rome ' 
and to the nations, during the games which 
were exhibited by young Oftavian, in honour 
of Venus and his uncle. The vulgar opinion, 
that it conveyed to heaven the divine foul of 
the diftator, was cheriflied and confecrated by 
the piety of a ftatefman : while his fecret fu- 
perftition referred the comet to the glory of 
his own times (79). Thcjifth vifit has been 
already afcribed to the fifth year of Juftinian, 
-which coincides with the five hundred and 
thirty.firft of the Chriftian aera. And it may 
deferve notice, that in this, as in the preced- 
ing inftance, the comet was followed, though 
at a \pnger interval, by a remarkable palenefs 
of the fun. The Jixth return, in the year ele- 
ven hundred and fix, is recorded by the chro- 
nicles of Europe and China; and in the firft 
fervour of the Crufades, the Chriftians and 
the Mahometans might furmife with equal rea- 
fon, that it portended the dcftruAion of the 
Infidels. The fementh phaenomenon, of one 
thou&nd fix hundred and eighty, was pre- 

fented 

(79) Pliny (Hift, Nat. ii. a3,)liastranrcribed the origiaal memo- 
rial of Auguftus. Mairan, in his mod ingenious letters to the P. 
PareuaiNf mirfionary in China, removes the games and the comet of 
.•'"ptcmber, from the year 44 to the year 43, before the Chriftian 
«!ra ; but I am not totally fubdued by the criticifm of the aflroQumcl: 
(Opufcuies, p. »75— 35I.), 
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fented to the eyes of aa enlightened age (8o)* 
The philoibphy of Bayle difpelled a prgudioe 
which Milton's mufe had fo recently adorned^ 
that the comet ^^ from its horrid hair fhakes 
" peftilenceand war (81).*' Its road in the 
heavens was obferved with exquifite ikill by 
Flamftead and Caffini ; aad the mathematical 
fcience of Bernoulli, Newton, andHalley, m- 
vefligated the laws <^ its revolutions. At the 
eighth period, in the year two thoufend th^ee 
hundred and fifty-five, their calculations may 
perhaps be verified by the aftronomarsof fome 
future capital in the Siberism or American 
wikiernefe. 
"Earth- II. The near approach ofaoMnet may injure 

<iuakc», ^j. dcftroy the glcA>e which we inhabit ; but 
the changes on its furface have been hkherto 
produced by the adion of Vulcanos and earths 
quakes (82). The nature of the foil may in^ 
dicate the countries moft expofed to thefe for- 
midable concuilions, fince they are caufed by 
fubterraneous fires, and fuch fire^ are kin<fled 
by the union aiKi fermentation of iron and 
fulphur. But their times iuid effeds aj^ar to 
-lie beyond the reacii of human curiofity, and 

the 

(80) Thl» laUl cornet Was vUible in the month of December 1680, 
Bayle, whoheguo his Penfees fur la Comete in January 1 681 (Oeu- 
vrei, torn. m.\ was forced to argue that ^ JupentaturMl conaet trould 
iiave confirmed the ancieats in their idoutry, Bernoulli (fee his 
Eloge^ in FoDtcncIle, torn. v. p. 99.) was forced to allow that the 
CaiC though not the head, yr&szjgn of the wrath of God. 

(81) Paradife Loft was publiibdl in the year 1667 ; and the £it 
mous line8(l. ti.7cg, &c.), which Hartled the licenfer, mayaUadeto 
tfaerecentcomet of 1664, obferved by CafTmi at Rome in the pre- 
i<;nce of queen Chriftina (Fontenelle, in his Eiogtf tom. v. p. 338.). 
Had Charles II. betrayed any fymptoms of curiofity or fear? 

(8a) For the caufc of earthquakes, fee Bufibn (tom. i. p. 50a—. 
^36. Supplement a THift, Naturelle, tom. v. p. 38a — 390. edittoa 
in 4toO. Valmont de Bomare (DiAionaire d'Hiftolrc Matureile, 
Tremh/efnens de Terre, Pyrites J, Watfon (Chemical Effays, tom, 2.^« 

j8j— »09.), 



OF tHE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

the philofopher will difcreptly abftain from the 
J)rctdiftion of earthquakes, tiH he has counted 
the drops of water that filently filtrate on the 
inflammable mineral, and meafured the ca- 
verns which encreafe by refiftance the explofi- 
on of the imprifoned ain Without aiSgning 
the caufe, hiftory will diftinguifli the periods 
in which thefe calamitous events have been 
rare or frecjueut, and will obferve, that this 
fever of the earth raged with uncommon vio- 
lence during the reign of Juftinian (83). Each 
year ismarfced by the repetition of earthquakes, 
of fuch duration, that Conftantinople has been 
ihaken above forty days ; of fuch extent, that 
the fhbck has been communicated to the 
wholefurfaceof the globe, or at leaft of the 
Roman empire. An impulfive or vibratory 
motion was felt : enormous chafins were open- 
ed, huge and heavy bodies were difcharged 
into the air, the fea alternately advanced and 
retreated beyond its ordinary bounds, and a 
mountain was torn from Libanus (84), and 
caft into the waves, where it prote6ted, as a 
mole, the new harbour of Botrys (85) in Phoe* 
nicia. The ftroke that agitates an ant-hill, 
may crufli the infed-myriads in the duft ; 

yet 

(S3) The earthq[aakes that (hook the RoitMm world in the teign qf 
' Jtafl&iitfl, 3re defcnbod or memiotied by Procopiu« (Goth. I. iK c 
0.5. Anccdot. c. 18.), Agathias (1. ii. p. 5%, 53, 54. 1, v. p. 145 
— ij^2.), John Malala(Chron. torn. ii. p. 140^146^176, 177. iZ$» 
193. aao. M9, 231. 133, »34.)» andTheophanes (p. 151. 183.189. 
191^196.). 

(^) An abrupt height, a perpendicular cape, between Aradusand 
Botrys, mmed by the Greeks diwy T^tnrwf and ivmf off-mrw or XiBovr^ • 
tovn by the fcrupulous Chiiftians (Polyb. 1. y. p» 4x1. Pompon. 
Mehik 1. i. c. is^ p. 87. cum Ifaac VoiT. Obfervat. Maundrell, Jour- 
iwy» P- 3*. 33. Pocock*8 Defcription, vol.ii. p. 99.), 

(%'Sy Bwrys wae founded (ann. ante Chrift. 935—903.) by Itho- 
bal, king of Tyre (Marlham, Canon Chron. p. 3.87, 3^^-)- It* 
poor reprefentative, the village of Patrone, is now deflitute of an 
harbour. 
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fct truth muft extort a confeffion, that man 
las induftrioufly laboured for his own de- 
ftruftion. The inftitution of great cities, 
which include a nation within the limits of a 
wall, almoft realizes the wifli of Caligula, that 
the Roman people had but one neck. Two 
A. D. 516, hundred and fifty thoufand perfons are faid to 
May 10. have pcriflied in the earthquake of Antioch, 
^juiy jf '' whofe domeftic multitudes were fwelled by the 
conflux of ftrangers to the feftival of the Af- 
cenfion. The lofs of Berytus (86) was of 
fmaller account, but of much greater va- 
lue. That city, on the coaft of Phoeni- 
cia, was illuftrated by the fludy of the 
civil law, which opened the fureft road to 
wealth and dignity : the fchools of Berytus 
were filled with the rifingfpirits of the age, and 
many a youth was loft in the earthquake, who 
might have lived to be the fcourge or the 
guardian of his country. In thefe difafters, 
the archited becomes the enemy of niankind. 
The hut of a favage, or the tent of an Arab, 
may be thrown down without injury to the 
inhabitant ; and the Peruvians had reafon to 
deride the foily of their Spanifli conquerors, 
who with fo much coft and labour erefted their 
own fepulchres. The rich marbles of a patri- 
cian are dafhed on his own head : a whole 
people is buried under the ruins of public and 
private edifices, and the conflagration is kin- 

died 



(86) The uniTerfity, fplendonr, and ruin of Berytus, arc celebra- 
ted by Heincccu^ (p, 351 — 356.) as an efifciitial part of the hiftory 
of the Roman law. It was overthrown in the xxvth year of 
Juftinian, A. D. 55 1, July 9 (Theophanes, p. 192.): but Ag^- 
thtas (1. ii.p. 5i| 50;} fufpendsthe earthquake till he has atchieved 
the Italian war. 
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died and propagated by the innumerable fires 
which are neceffary for the fubfiftence and 
manufadhires of a great city- Inftead of the 
mutual fympathy which might comfort and 
affift the diftreffed, they dreadfully experience 
the vices and paflions which are releafed from 
the fear of punifhment : the tottering houfes 
are pillaged by intrepid avarice ; revenge em- 
braces the moment, and felefts the viftim j 
and the earth often fwallows the ailailin or the 
raviflier in the confummation of their crimes. 
Superftition involves the prefent danger with 
invifible terrors ; and if the image of death 
may fometimes be fubfervient to the virtue or 
repentance of individuals, an affirighted peo- 
ple is more forcibly moved to expeft the end of 
tlie world, or to deprecate with fervile ho- 
mage the wrath of an avenging Deity. 

in. jSthiopia and Egypt have been ftigma- piague— lu 
tifed in every age, as the original fource and origin and 
feminary of the plague (87). In a damp,^!"^^'^^^ 
hot, ftagnating air, this African fever is gene- 
rated from the putrefaftion of animal fubftan- 
ces, and efpecially from the fwarms of locufts, 
not lefs deftruftive to mankind in their death 
than in their lives. The fatal difeafe which 
depopulated the earth in the time of Juftinian 
and his fucceffors (88), firfl appeared in the 

neighbourhood 

(87) I hate read With pleafnre Mead^s ihxtrt but elegant treatife 
cooceming PeiiilBntial Diforders, the viiith edition, London, 
174*. 

(88) The great plague which raged in 54a and the following 
yeart(Pagi, Critica, torn. ii. p. 518.), muft be traced in Procopius 
(Perfic. Lii. c. »i, %p), Agathia8(l. v.p. 153. I54)» Etagrius (1. 
iv. c. ft9 ), Paul Diaconus (1. ii. c. 4. p. 776, 7/7-)» Gregory of 
Tours ftom. ii. 1. iv.c. 5. p. 205.), who ftyles it Lues Inguhariaf and 
the Chf onicks of Vid»r Tununenfis (p. 9. in Thefaur, Temporum), 
of MarceUinof (p. 54.)$ and of Theophanes(p. 153.). 
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aeighbourhood of Fdufinitt, between the 8er# 
bonian bog and the caftem channel of tke 
Nile. From thence^ tracing as it weve a dcnii- 
ble paii^ it fpread to the Eafi^ omer Sjim^ 
Perfia^ and the Indies, and penetrated to the 
Weft, along the coafb of Africa, and ever the 
continent ci Europe, in the firing of the ie* 
cond year^ Conihuntinofde, dkiring three or 
iows months, was vifitcd by the pefiilence : 
and Procopius,. who ob&rved its progrefe and 
fymptoms with the eyes of a phyfidan {%), 
had emulated the fldll and diligence of Thu^ 
cydides in the defcriptioa of the pbgve o£ 
Athens (90). The infection was fonetimes 
announced by the vifLoms of a difiesipeyed 
fuicy^ and the vicbim dei^aind as fooA a«. h&' 
had heard the menace anidfdt the Sxckit o£ 
an inviiiUe ipeibe. Bntthe greater number, 
in theiar beds, ini the fireets,. in. tdiesir nfiiall oc- 
cupatiooy were fiurpriibd by a fli]gfat feTer ^ fo 
flight indeed, that ndtheir the ptflATe nor the 
colcmr of the patient gave any fighs of the z^ 
pflroaching danger, lite fame, the next, &s 
the fticxeeding day, it was dedased by the 
fwelEng c^ the glands, particnlaily thc^ of 
the groin,, of the arm pits, and under the ear j 
and whenthefe bubos ortmnours were <Efp€»^ 
ed, they were found to contain a. aufir 01? 

black 



]»ittiffitd that Ptoocopitnr moll liovo ftti^d* Ph^c from. )HB.kilMr<* 
ledge and ufe of the technical words. Yet many words that are novc 
fcientifio, were'cofiiniau aad popular inth»Qreck>idton]« 

(9o)fceTh»oydide», L ii. c. 47—5^ p. i^^-j-i-^j^. odk. Dalwft 
and the p^eticalidefcctptiou' of thefune flag^ by JUicretkis (t« vil 
u I jj$*-^iS^.)« I was<indeb«ed t<i Dr. Hunter fm aa elaiberate codr^ 
ftnotaxy oRttiiftparrol Thucydidtfs, a qnetrto.of 6ob.pagtt»(ymc< 
i6c93, apMt?Junraii)» which wq» p^>M«■•ce(i«il^fi^ IMIarkVlfttacf ^f 
Fabias PauUiciw Utioeafiay a-pi^ficiananiiphiiofophien ■ '^ 
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black Aibftance, oi^ the fize of a lentil. If they 
canjetoa juft fwelling and fuppuration, the 
patient was faved by this kind and natural 
difcharge of the morbid humour. But if they 
continTi;ed hard and dry, a mortification quick- 
ly enfi^ed, and the fifth day was commonly the 
term of his life. The fever was often accom* 
panied with lethargy or delirium ; the bodies 
of the fick . were covered with black puftules 
or carbuncles, the fymptoms of immediate 
death; and in the conftitutions too feeble to 
produce an eruption-, the vomiting of blood 
was followed by a mortification of the bowels. 
To pregnant women the plague was generally 
mortal ; yet one infant was drawn alive from 
his dead mother, and three mothers furvived 
the k)fs of their infefted faetus. Youth was 
the moft perilous feafon ; and the female fex 
was lefs fufceptible than the male : but every 
rank and profeflion was attacked with indifcri- 
minate rage, and many of thofe who efcaped 
were deprived of the ufe of their fpeech, with- 
out being fecure from a return of the diforder 
(9 1 j. .Thephyficiansbf Conftantinople were zea- 
lousand f^lful : but their art was baffled by the 
various fymptoms and pertinacious vehemence 
of the difeafe : the fame remedies were pro- 
ductive of contrary efFefts^ and the event ca- 
pricioufly difappointed their prognoftics of 
death or recovery^ The order of funerals, 
V0L.VIL Dd and ^ 



(91) Thuqr<]icies (c. 51.) affirms that the infection could only be 
once taken ; but £vagrius» who had family experience of the plague, 
ebierves, that fome perfons who had efcaped the firft, funk under the 
fecopd. attack ; and this repetition is confirmed by Fabius Paulli> 
nus (p. 588. )• I obferve, that on this head phyficians are divided ; 
and the nature and operation of the difeafe may not always be 
iimilar. 
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and the right of fepulchres, were confounded j 
^ofe who were left without friends or fcr- 
▼ants, lay unburied in the ftreets or in their 
defolatehoufes ; and a magiftrate was autho- 
rifed to coUe^l the promifcuous heaps of dead 
bodies, to tranfport them by land or water, 
And to inter them in deep pits beyond the pre- 
dn6b of the city. Thdr own danger, and the 
prolpeft of public diftrefi, awakened fome re- 
morfe in the minds of the moft vicious of 
mankind : the confidence of health again re* 
vived their paffions and habits ; but phi- 
lofophy muTC difdain the tfbfervation of 
Procophis, that the lives of fuch men 
were guarded by the pecuEar favour of for- 
tune or providence^ He forgot, or per- 
haps he fecretly recdlefted, that the plague 
had touched the pcrfon of JufHnian him- 
felf : but the abftemious diet of the em- 
peror may fuggeft, as in the t:afe of So- 
crates, a more rational and honourable 
caufe for his recovery (92). During Ids 
ficknefs, the pubKc conuernation was ex- 
prelTed in the habits of the citizens; and 
their idlenefs and deQ)ondence occafioned a 
general fcardty in the capital of the Eaft. 
Sxtestuid Contagion is the mfeparable f^mptom of 
"*" a! D.* ^^ plague ; which, by mutual refpiration, is 
541-^594- traftsfufed from the infefted perfons to the 
lungs and ftomach of thofe who approach 
them. While philofophers believe and trem- 
ble. 



(92) It was thus that Socrates had been (aved hf his tempoitrce i& 
the plague of Athens (Aul. Oellius, Hod. Attic, ii. !.)• br. Mead 
account^ for the peculiar falubrity of religious houIiSs, hf the two ad- 
irantagcsoffeclttfionandahftinence (p. 189 19. )• 
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ble, it is fingular, that the cxiftence of a real 
clanger ihoiud have been denied by a peo- 
ple moft prone to vain and imaginary teri- 
rors (93). Yet the fellQw^iti25ens of Pro^ 
copius were fatisfied, by fome Ihort and 
partial experience, ihsA the infedion could 
not be gained by the dofefl: converfation 
(94) ; and this perfuafion might fupport the 
afiiduity of friends or phyficians in the care of 
ibc iick) whom inhuman prudence would have 
condemned to folitude and defpair. But 
the £ital fecurity, like the predeftination 
pf the Turks, muft h^ve aided the pror 
g;refs of the conta^on ; and thoie falutary 
precautions to which Europe is indd>ted 
tor her iafety, were unknown to the gOr . 
yernment of Juftinian. No reftralnts were 
impofed on the , free and fjrequent int^r* 
CQurfe of the Roman provinces : from Per^ 
fia to France, the nations were ming- 
led and infe6kd by wars and emigrations $ 
and the peftilential odour which mrks for 
years in a bale of cotton, was imported, 
py the abufe of trade, into the moft dit 
tant' regions. The mode of its propagation 
is explamied by the remark of Procopius him- 
Jid2 • felf 



(95) Mead proves that the plague is contagious, from Thucydidea, 
Lucretius, Ariflotle, Gekn, and common eiperijence< p. 3[o*—ao,) ; 
and he refutes (preface, p.-it-rKiii/ the contrary opinion of the French 
phyficians who vifitcd Marfeilles in the year i7ao^ Ycf th^fe were 
the recent and enlightened fpedlators of a plague which, in a ftW 
jnonths fwept away 50, cor. inhabitants (iur la Pefte de Marfeilles, 
Paris, 1786) of a city that, in then rcfent hour of profpcrity and trade, 
contsins no more than 90,000 foul^ (Necker, furies Finances, torn, i, 

y. asi.). .'. 

(94) The ftrong aflcrtions of ProcopiUS— hts yap lofrpof art yuf 
i^«Ti:-*-are overthrown by the fiabfeq^ent pxperfencc of Ef »♦ 
gnus'. 
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felf,, that il; always Ipread ftom thcfea- 
coaft "to*. the inland country : the ^moft 
fequeftcred ifiands and ynountains were 
fucceffively vifitedj the places wfcct' had- 
efcaped the fury, of its firft paffage, . were 
alone expofed to the' contagion of the en- 
fuing year. ' .The winds might difiufe that 
fubtle venoni ; but iinlefs the atmofpliere' 
be preyioufly difpofed for . its reception^ 
the plague' would fooit expire it\ the cold 
or temperate climates of the earth. Such 
was the "univerfal corruption of the . Mr, 
that the peftilence whicn burft. forth, fii' 
the fifteenth year 6i Juftinian* 'wa^s ndt; 
checked ' or alleviated by any diflfejrencc, of 
the feafbn^. In time, its ' firft* ''malignity- 
was abated and difperfcd; the 'difeafeal^ 
ternately faiiguifhed and revived; ^bilt it 
was' not till the end bf "a calaihitous pe- 
riod of fifty-two years, that majiikihd rcf^ 
covered their health, of, the air* refumed 
its pure and falubrious quality. No fafts 
have been preferved to fufitain ah account^ 
or even a conjefture, of the numbers 
that perjlhed in* this ' extraordinary mor- 
tality. I only find, that during three 
months, five, and at length ten, thoufand 
X .perfons died each day at Conftantinople ; 
that many cities of the Eaft were left va- 
cant, and. that in feveral diftrifts of Italy 
the harveft and the vintage withered on 
the ground. The triple fcourge of war, 
peftilence, and famine, afilifted the fub- 
jeds of Juftinian, and his reign is difgra.- 
ced by a vifible decreafe of the human 
ipecies, which has never been repaired 

in 
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in fome of the faireft countries of the 
globe (95). 

(95) After fome Bgores of rhetoric, the fands of the fea, &c« 
Procopivs (Anccdot. c. 18.) attempts a more definite account : that 
fxit^ia^ fAv^a^w fAvftaqhzd becD exterminated under the reign of the 
Imperial d7:raon. Theexpreffion is obfcnre in grammar and arith- 
metic ; and a liter : interpretation would produce feveral millions of 
millions. Alemanna8(p. 80.) and Coufin (tern. iii. p. 178.) tranilate 
this paflagc '< two hundred millions;'* but I am ignorant of their 
motiyes. If we drop the fMfutiatt the remaining /Mjomim fAvfuts, a 
myriad of myriads, would funiiih one hundred millions, a nun^bcr 
oot wholly inadmiflible. . 
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